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PART IV. 


Arter avery pleasant passage of about six weeks, 
Dr. Franklin arrived at the Capes of Delaware, 
was landed at Chester, and thence proceeded by 
land to Philadelphia, where every mark of respect, 
attachment, and veneration, was shown him by 
his fellow-citizens; and the very day after his arrival 
he was elected by the legislature of Pennsylvania, 
adelegate to congress. In short, his public services 
met with the most flattering rewards that a patriot 
could possibly desire. | 

Shortly after his arrival, he thus notices the then 
state of the colonies, in a letter of May 16, 1775, 
to a friend in London. 

“ You will have heard, before this reaches you, 

VOL. II. A 


vie MEMOIRS OF PART IV, 


of a march stolen by the British troops mto the 
country by night, and of their expedition back again. 
‘They retreated twenty miles in six hours." 

“The governor of Massachusetts had called the 
assembly to propose Lord North’s pacific plan; but 
before the time of their meeting, began cutting of 
throats: you know it was said he carried the sword 
in one hand, and the olive branch in the other; and 
it seems he chose to give them a taste of the sword 
first. He is doubling his fortifications at Boston, 
and hopes to secure his troops till succor arrives. 
The'place, indeed, is naturally so defensible, that 
4 think them inno danger. 

«All America is exasperated by if conduct, 
and more firmly united than. ever. The breach 
between the two countries is grown vane and 1 m 


danger of becoming irreparable.” ig data 
“And to the same friend he wrote some “weeks 
after: 


© The congress met at a time when ti minds 
‘were so éxasperated by the perfidy. of General 
Gage; and his attack’ on the country people, that 
propositions for attempting an accommodation . 
were not much relished ; and it has been with diffi- 
culty that we have carried in that assembly, another 
humble petition to the crown, to give Britain one 
more chance, one opportunity ‘more of recovering 
the friendship of the colonies; which however I 


Pele, * The affair of Lexington, (9° 0) 


‘ 
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think she has not sense enough to embrace, so I 
conclude she has lost them for ever:”’ 


* Never) was a prediction’ more completely verified. The 
following is a copy of the petition referred to by Dr. Franklin, 
and.to which an answer was refused to be given. 


TO THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


» Most GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN, 


We your Majesty’s faithful subjects of the colonies of New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island, and Providence 
Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
the counties of Newcastle, Kent, and Sussex on Delaware, Mary- 
land, Virginia, North Carolina, and South Carolina, in behalf of 
ourselves, and the inhabitants of these colonies, who have de- 
puted us to represent them in general congress, entreat your 
Maijesty’s gracious attention to this our humble petition.. 

The union between our mother-country and these colonies, 

and the energy of mild and just government produced benefits 
so remarkably important, and afforded such an assurance of 
their permanency and increase, that the wonder and envy of 
other nations were excited, while they beheld Great Britain 
rising to a power the most extraordinary the world had ever 
_ known. | | . 
_ Her rivals, observing that there was no probability of this 
happy connexion being broken by civil dissensions, and appre- 
hending its future effects, if left any longer undisturbed, resolved 
to prevent her receiving such continual and formidable acces- 
sious-of wealth and strength, by checking the growth of: those 
settlements from which they were to be derived. 

In the prosecution of this’ attempt, events so unfavorable to 
the design took place, that every friend to the interest of Great 
Britain and these colonics, entertained pleasing and reasonable 
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In the Same letter he adds, “ My time was never 
more fully employed. In the morning at six, I am 


expectations of seeing an additional force and exertion imme- 
diately given to the operations of the union hitherto experienced, 
by au enlargement of the dominions of the crown, and the re- 
moval of ancient and warlike enemies to a greater distance. 

At the conclusion, therefore, of the late war, the most glorious 
and advantageous that ever had been carried on by British arms, 
your loyal colonists, having contributed to its success, by such 
repeated and strenuous exertions, as frequently procured them 
the distinguished approbation of your Majesty, of the late 
king, and of parliament, doubted not but that they should be 
permitted, with the rest of the empire, to share in the blessings 
of peace, and the emoluments of victory and conquest.» 

While these recent and honorable acknowledgments of their 
merits remained on record in the journals and acts of that august 
legislature, the parliament, undefaced by the imputation or even 
the suspicion of any offence, they were alarmed: by a new system 
of statutes and regulations, adopted for the administration of 
the colonies, that filled their minds with the most painful. fears 
and jealousies; and, to their inexpressible astonishment, per- 
ceived the danger of a foreign quarrel quickly succeeded by 
domestic danger, in their judgment, of a more dreadful kind. 

Nor were these anxieties alleviated by any tendency in: this 
system to promote the welfare of their mother-country, For 
though its effects were more.immediately felt by them, yet: its 
influence appeared to be Jnl to the commerce and pro- 
sissies of. Great Britain. | ie sehen nia 

We shall decline the woe tab of describing the irksome 
variety of attifices, practised by many of your Majesty’s ministers, 
the delusive pretences, fruitless terrors, and unavailing severities, 
that have from time to time been. dealt out by them, in ‘their 
attempts to execute this impolitic plan, or of tracing through a 
series ‘of -years past, the progress cof. the unhappy: differences 
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at the committee of safety, appointed by the assem- 
bly to put the province in a state of defence; which 


between Great Britain and these colonies, that have flowed 
from this fatal source. . 

Your Majesty’s ministers, persevering in. their measures, and 
proceeding to open hostilities for enforcing them, have compelled 
us to arm in our own defence, and have engaged us in a contro- 
versy so peculiarly abhorrent to the affections of your still faithful 
colonists, that when we consider whom we must oppose in this 
contest, and, if it continues, what may be the consequences, our 
own particular misfortunes are accounted by us only as pants 
of our distress. 

Knowing to what violent resentments, and incurable anitien 
sities, civil discords are apt to exasperate and inflame the con- 
tending parties, we think ourselves required by indispensable 
obligations to Almighty God, to your Majesty, to our fellow- 
subjects, and to ourselves, immediately to use all the means in, 
our power, not incompatible with our safety, for stopping the 
further effusion of blood, and for averting the impending cala- 
mities that threaten the British empire. - Ve 

Thus called upon to address your Majesty on affairs of . nie 
moment to America, and probably to all your dominions, we:are 
earmestly desirous of performing this office, with the utmost 
deference for your Majesty: and we therefore pray, that your ~ 
Majesty’s royal magnanimity and benevolence may make the 
most favorable construction of our expressions on so uncommon 
an occasion. Could we represent in their full force, the senti- 
‘ments that agitate the minds of us your dutiful subjects, we are 
persuaded your Majesty would ascribe any seeming deviation 
from reverence in our language, and even in our conduct, not 
to any reprehensible intention, but to the impossibility of recon- 
ciling the usual appearances of respect with a just attention to 
our own preservation against those artful. and cruel enemies, 
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committee holds till near nine, when Tam at the 
congress, and that ‘sits till steele in the after- 


who abuse your Sat eounuenee and authority for the purpose 
of effecting our destruction. | 

Attached to your Majesty’s person, family, and government, 
with all the devotion that principle and affection can inspire, 
connected with Great Britain by the strongest ties that can unite 
societies, and deploring every event that tendsin any degree to 
weaken them, we solemnly assure your Majesty, that we not 
only most ardently desire the former harmony between heriand 
these colonies may be restored, but that a concord maybe 
established between them, upon so firm a basis as to perpetuate 
its blessings, uninterrupted by any future dissensions, to succeed- 
iig generations in both countries, and to transmit your Majesty’s 
name to posterity, adorned with that signal and lasting glory, 
that has attended the memory of those illustrious personages, 
whose virtues and abilities have extricated states from dangerous. 
convulsions, and, by securing happiness to others, have erected 
the most noble and durable monuments to their own fame.’ » 

We beg leave further to assure your Majesty, that notwith- 
standing the sufferings of your loyal colonists, during the ‘course 
of this present controversy, our breasts retain too tender a regard 
for the kingdom from which we derive our origin, to request 
such a reconciliation as might in any manner be inconsistent 
with her dignity or her welfare. These, related as we are to 
her, honor and dufy, as well as inclination, induce us'to support 
and advance; and the apprehensions that now oppress our hearts 
with unspeakable grief being once removed, your Majesty will 
find your faithful subjects on this continent ready and willing 
at all times, as they have ever been, with their lives and fortunes 
to assert and. maintain the rights siti interests of your Majesty, 
and of our mother-country. 

' We therefore beseech your Majesty, that your royal din taatiey 
and influence may be graciously interposed to procure us relief 
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noon. Both these bodies proceed with the greatest 
unanimity, and their meetings are well attended, 


from our afflicting fears and jealousies, occasioned by the system 
before mentioned, and to settle peace through every part of 
your dominions, with all humility submitting to. your Matestv’s 
wise consideration, whether it may not be expedient for fe acilitat- 
ing those important purposes, that your Majesty be pleased to 
direct some mode, by which the united applications of your 
faithful colonists to the throne, in pursuance of their common 
councils, may be improved into a happy and permanent. recon- 
ciliation; and that, in the mean time, measures may be taken for 
preventing the further destruction of the lives of your Majesty’s 
subjects; and that such statutes as more immediately distress 
any of your Majesty’s colonies may be repealed. , 
For by such arrangements as your Majesty’s wisdom can form 
for collecting the united sense of your American people, we are 
eonvinced your Majesty. would receive such satisfactory proofs 
of the disposition of the colonists towards their sovereign and 
parent state, that the wished-for opportunity would soon be re- 
stored to them, of evincing the sincerity of their professions, by 
every testimony of devotion becoming the most dutiful subjects 
and the most affectionate colonists. See a er 4 
That. your Majesty may enjoy a long and prosperous reign, 
and that your descendants may govern your, dominions with 
honor to themselyes and, happiness to their subjects, is our. 


sincere prayers «cihri wold nari: . JouN Hancock, | 
New Hampshire. MA Rhode Island.” - 
Joun LanGpon, “""" SrerpHeNn HorxKin’s,’ | 
Tuomas Cusuin: Gg. . SAMUEL Wary, Sir or 
: F 
Massachusetts Bay. > Connecticut. i 
SAMUEL ADAMs, _ RocEer SHERMAN, 
JoHN ADAMS, ngoris <) SILAS DEaNer ee" 


R. Treat Paine. ~ ~“ELIPHALET DYER. 
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It will scarce: be ‘credited in Britain that-men tan: 
be as diligent with us, from zeal for the public’ 


New York, Maryland, 


Puit. Livingston, Matt. TiILGHMAN, 
Jas. Duantz, 3 | _ Tuo. Jounson, jun. — ae 
Joun Ausop, Wn. Paca, 
Francis Lewis, —- SAMUEL CHAcE, - yn 
Joun Jay, — "Tomas STONE. sete 
R. LivinesTon, jun. | A? 
Lewis Morris, Virginia, . 
Wittiam Fuoyp, ~~ +P. Henry, jun. 
Henry Wisner.:......) R.Henry Lex, . 
wey _. Epo. PENDLETON, | “ 
New Jersey, Bens. Harrison, | 
Wm. Livineston, Tuos. JEFFERSON, . 
Joun Denarts, wlidtigtar. ‘nciaiiinite 
Ricnarp SMITH. | North Carolina, .. 
| ik Wii. Hoover, | 
Pennsylvania, - Jossru Hewes. 


Bens. FRANKLIN, 


Joun Dickinson, _- South Carolina, 


GroreE Ross, | Henry MIDDLETON, 
JAmzs Witson, Pee Paps La went 
Cuas. Humpuneys, Cunrist. GaADSDEN, 
Epwarp BiDaUR. J. RuTLEDGE, | 


| Epw. RuTLEDGE. . 

Delaware County, | 
Czusar Ropney, 
Tro. M‘Kean, 
Gro. Reap. 


Philadelphia, July 8, 1775... 
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good, as with you for thousands per annum. Such 
is the difference between uncorrupted new states, 
and corrupted old ones.” 

It was about this time that Dr. Franklin address- 
ed that memorable and laconic epistle to his old 
friend and companion Mr. Strahan, (then king's 
printer, and member of the British parliament for 
Malmsbury,) of which a fac-simile is placed facing 
the title-page of his Private Corresponp- 
ENCE. ee 

The following proposed Introduction to a resolu- 
tion of congress, (not passed) drawn up by Dr. 
Franklin, is also fully expressive of his warm feel- 
ings and sentiments at that period. 

“© WuereEAs the British nation, through great corruption 
of manners and extreme dissipation and_ profusion, both pri- 
vate and public, have found al] honest resources insufficient 
to supply their excessive luxury and prodigality, and thereby 
have been driven to the practice of every injustice which 
avarice could dictate or rapacity execute: and whereas, not 
satisfied with the immense plunder of the East, obtained by 
sacrificing millions ‘of the human species, they have lately 
turned their eyes to the West, and grudging us the peaceable 
enjoyment of the fruits of our hard labor and virtuous in- 
dustry, have for years past been. endeavoring to. extort the 
same from us, under color of laws regulating trade, and have 
thereby actually succeeded in draining us of large sums to our 
great loss and detriment. And whereas, impatient to seize 
the whole, they have at length proceeded to open robbery, 
declaring by a solemn act of parliament, that all our estates 
are theirs, and all our property found upon the sea divisible 
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among suchvof their;armed plunderers as. shall take the, same 5. 
and, have even dared in the same. act,,to declare, ‘that all; the: 
spoilings, thefts, burnings of houses and towns, and murders | 
of AREY | people, perpetrated by their wicked and inhuman 
corsair. qn our coasts, previous to any war declared. against 
us, were just actions, and ‘shall be so deemed, contrary to’ 
several of the comtnandinents of God, (which by this act, they’ 
presuntie'to' repeal) and to alf the principles of right, andsalt! 
thelideas of justice, entertained heretofore by every other na- 
- tionyisavage vas well.a) civilised; thereby, manifesting ithem- 
selves to be hostes humani generis. And whereas it 1s. not, 
possible for the people of America to subsist, under such con- 
tinual ravages w ithout making some reprisals, a xo 


ie « Therefore, Resolved,” 


a (oh ‘ y 
y jm. Xe ee Se er 17 
7 ae. Pe 5 , Laut chase we alee a ‘ 
. ‘ s \ ‘ * 
% 2 e, * 3  *% . & 
; . ee NN a . { \ j 7 eee lee 
d LELe & £4 “3 , 4 te 4 EER SVE. : {3% a 


LY B45 


> Affairs having now assumed ia most. serious as- 
pect, ‘it was necessary for the Americans to adopt 
proper and efficacious means of resistance. They 
possessed little or no coin, and even arms and am- 
munition were wanting. In this. ‘situation, ‘the: 
adoption, of paper money became indispensably 
necessary, and Dr. Pr anklin was one of the first to 
démonstratethe necessity and. propriety ,of that 
measure.’ Without this suceedaneum, it would: have 
been impossible to have made any other than a.very 
feeble and ashort resistance against Great Britain. 

“The first emission, to the amount of three millions 
of. dollars, accordingly took, place. on, the, 25th of 
July, 177 a under a promise of exchanging. the notes 
against gold ‘OF: silver i AN. the, space. of, three, years; 
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and towards the end of 1776, more: than twenty-one 
millions additional were put in circulation..’The _ 
congress at length began to be uneasy, not knowing: 
how it would be possible to redeem so large,a sum, 
and some of its members having waited upon Dr.. 
Franklin, in order to consult him upon this occa- 
sion, he spoke to them as follows: .“* Do. not. make 
yourselves unhappy; continue to issue your paper. 
money as long as it will pay for the paper, nk, and 
printing, and we shall be enabled by its means to 
liquidate all the expenses of the war.” a 
In October, 1775, Dr. Franklin was appointed 
by congress jointly with his ‘colleagues Colonel 
Harrison and Mr. Lynch, a committee to visit the 
American camp at Cambridge, and in conjunction. 
with the commander in chief,(General Washington,) | 
to endeavor to convince the troops, whose term of 
enlistment was about to expire, of the necessity of 
their continuing in the field, and persevering in. the 
cause of their country. tye | 
| He-was afterwards sent-on a mission. ita Liataies 
pea endeavor to: unite that..country to the common 
eause of liberty.) : But the Canadians could not be. 
prevailed upon to oppose the measures of the. Bri- 
tish government. » The ill success of this: negocia- 
tion was supposed to be occasioned in a great degree 
by religions animosities, which:subsisted between 
the Canadians’and their neighbors; some.of whom 
had at different: times burnt their places of worship. 
On his return. from. Canada, Dv. Franklin, ander 
4 
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the direction of congress, wrote to M. Dumas; the 
American agent in Holland, urging him to sound 
the several governments of Europe, by means of 
their ambassadors at the Hague, as to any assist- 
ance they might be disposed to afford America in 
case of her eventually breaking off all connexion 
with Britain, and declaring a an tert 
nation.’ saan 
' This decisive measure was now Hicenctgndi avitated 
throughout the colonies; though it is certain that at 
the beginning of the differences, the bulk of the 
people acted from no fixed and determined prin- 
ciple whatever, and had not even an idea of inde- © 
_ pendence; for all the addresses from the different 
colonies were filled with professions of loyalty to- 
wards their sovereign, and breathed “_— most — 
wishes for an immediate reconciliation. | 
The congress, deeming it advisable to know the 
general opimion on so important a point, took an 
opportunity of feeling the pulse ofthe people, and 
of preparing them for the declaration of mdepend- 
ence, by a circular manifesto to the several colonies, 
stating the causes which rendered it‘necessary that 
all authority under the crown should be totally sup- 
pressed, and all the powers of government taken 
respectively into their own hands. \ In support°of 
this position they instanced the prohibitory act, by 
which they were excluded from the protection of 


* See Dr. Franklin’s PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE, PART Il. 
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the crown; the iepnasiaad of their petitions for redress 
ofgrievances and.a reconciliation; and the intended 
exertion of all.the force of Great Britain, aided by 
foreign mercenaries for their destruction. 

At length this important question was discussed 
in congress, and at atime when the fleets and armies 
which were sent to enforce obedience, were truly 
formidable. The debate continued for several days, 
and the scheme.encountered. great opposition from 
several distinguished orators.. Eventually, how- 
ever, notwithstanding all the disadvantages the 
country then labored under, from an army ignorant 
of discipline, and entirely unskilled in the art. of 
war;—without a fleet—without allies—and_ with 
nothing but the love of liberty to support them; the 
colonies, by their representatives in congress, deter- 
mined: to separate from a country, which had added 
injury to insult, and disregarded all the. pacific 
evertures they had made to it. On this question 
Dr. Franklin was decidedly in favor of the measure 
proposed, and used all his great influence in bring- 
ing others over to his opinion. 

»/The public mind, which had already been drawn 
that way by the manifesto. of congress, was now 
confirmed in its decision, by ‘the appearance. of 
Paine’s celebrated, pamphlet “ Common Sense ;” in 
which, there is. good reason to believe, that Dr. 
Franklin had no;inconsiderable share,—at least in 
furnishing materials for that work. 

It was on the 4th day of July, 1776, that the. thii- 
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‘teen’ English colonies ‘in America’ declared them 
sélvés free and independent states, and by an act of 
congress abjured all allegiance to the British crown, 
and renounced all political connexion with Great 
Britain. . 

. This public Record has Sse sec edeineal fair 
‘its composition. It is reputed to have been defini- 
tively drawn.up by that eminent patriot,’ philoso- 
‘pher, and friend of mankind, the Hon. Thomas, 
‘Jefferson, then one of the representatives in congress 
for Virginia: as a document of considerable interest 
and curiosity, and as a monument ef one of the 
most important political events in which Dr, Frank- 
‘lin was concerned, and to which he so largely con- 
tributed, it is here annexed.’ : 


* 4 DECLARATION by the Representatives of the UNITED 
STATES of AMERICA in Congress assembled.’ 

’ WHEN, in the course of human events, it becomes neces- 
‘sary for one people to dissolve the political bands’which have 
connected them with another, and to assume, among the powers 
of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the laws of 
nature and of nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the 
‘Opinions of mankind requires that they shoufd declare oe causes 


S) 


which impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident : that all men are created 
equal; that they are endowed, by their Creator, with certain una- 
lienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness ; that to secure these rights, governments j are instituted 
among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the go- 
verned; that whenever any form of government becomes destructive 
of these ends, itis the right of the people to alter or abolish it, and 
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In the begimning of this -year, 1776, an act:of the 
British silos passed, to prohibit and restrain; 


— 


Pret eee Oa ve a “ty ee) 


to institute a new gins ensciny laying its foundation on such princt 


ples, and organising its powers in such form, as to them shall seem 
inost likely to effect their safety and happiness. Prudence, i iti- 
deed, wili dictate, that governments long established, should not 
be changed for light and transient causes ; and accordingly all ex- 
perience hath shown, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, 
while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing 
the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train 
of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same ‘object, 
evindges desigit to'reduce them ‘under absolute despotism, it is 
‘their right, ‘it is their duty, to throw off such government, and to 
provide new guards for their future security. Such has béén the 
patient sufferance of these colonies ; and such is now the neces 
sity which constrains them to alter their former systems of go- 
vernment. The history of the present king of Great Britain 1s 
a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct 
ebject the establishment of an absolute tyranny over these states. 
To prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world. 
He has refused his assent to laws the most wholesome and ne 
cessary for the public good. 
He has forbidden his gov ernors to pass laws of immediate and 
_ pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation till his 
assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has 
utterly neglected to attend to them. | 
He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation of 
large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the 
right of representation in the legislature ; a right inestimable to 
them, and formidable to tyrants only. ° 
He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, un- 
comfortable, and distent from the depository of their public re- 


cords, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance 
with his measures, 
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on the one hand, the trade and intercourse of the | 
sk colonies respectivel ys during their revolts 


He has dissolved representatives’ houses repeatedly, for oppos- 
ing, with manly firmness, his invasions on the rights of the people. 

He has ‘refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause 
others to be elected; whereby the legislative powers, incapable 
of annihilation, have returned to the people at large for their ex- 
ercise; the state remaining in the mean time, exposed to all re 
dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within. a 

He has endeavored to prevent the population of these states; 
for that purpose obstructing the laws for naturalization of fo- | 
reigners; refusing to pass others ‘to encourage their migrations 
hither, and raising the conditions of new appropriations of lands, 

He has obstructed the administration of justice, by refusing 
his assent to laws for establishing judiciary powers. \ 

He has made judges dependent on his will alone, for the tenure 
of their offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries. 

He has erected a multitude of new offices, and sent hither 
swarms of officers to harass our people, and eat out their sub- 
stance. j 

He has kept among us, in times of wiaeee standing armies, 
without the consent of our legislatures. 

He has affected to render the military independent of, and su- 
perior to the civil power. 

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction 
foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; 
giving his assent to their acts of pretended legislation: __ 
~ For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: | 

For protecting them, by a mock trial, from punishment for any” 
murders which they should commit on the es of these 
states : ie 

For cutting off our trade with al parts of the world: 

For imposing taxes-on us without our consent ; 
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and on the other hand, to enable persons appointed 
i secid British king to grant pardons, and declare 


For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of trial by 
jury : | 

For transporting us bapaind seas to be tried for pretended 
offences : : 

For abolishing the free system of English laws in a aiiahieaans 
ing province, establishing therein an arbitrary government, and 
enlarging its. boundaries, so as to render it at once an example 
and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into 
these colonies ;. 

For taking away our aaa. abolishing our most valnalitl 
laws, and altering fundamentally the forms of our governments : 

For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring themselves 
invested with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. 

He has abdicated government. here, by declaring us out of 
his protection, and waging war against us. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our 
towns, and destroyed the lives of our people. : 

He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign mer- 
cenaries to complete the works of death, desolation, and tyranny, 
already begun with circumstances of cruelty and perfidy, 
scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally un- 
worthy the head ofa civilised nation. _ 

He has constrained our fellow-citizens, taken captive on the 
high seas, to bear arms against their country, to become the 
executioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall themselves 
by their hands, | 

He has excited ndaiiiel insurrections amongst us, and has 
_ endeavored to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the 
merciless Indian savages, whose known rule of warfare is au un- 
distinguished destruction of all ages, sexes, and conditions. 

In every stage of these oppressions we have petitioned for re- 

VOL. Ii. B 
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any particular district in the king’s peace, &c.. Lord: 
_ Howe (who had. been. previously appointed;,com- 


dress in the most humble terms: our repeated petitions have 
been answered only by repeated injury. ‘A prince, whose cha- 
racter is thus marked by every act which may define a aio, is 
unfit to be ruler of a free people. . 

Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our British bre- 
thren. We have warned them, from time’ to time, of attempts 
by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over 
us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emi- 
gration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native 
justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them, by the 
ties of our common kindred, to disavow these usurpations, 
which would inevitably interrupt our connexions and eorrespond- 
ence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of 
consanguinity. We must therefore acquiesce in. the necessity, 
which denounces our separation, and hold them, as we hold the 
rest of mankind, enemies in war, in peace friends ! 

We, therefore, the representatives of the UNITED STATES 
of AMERICA, in GENERAL CONGRESS assembled, appeal- 
ing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our 
intentions, do; in the name and by authority of the good people 
of these colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these 
United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, FREE and IN- 
DEPENDENT STATES; that they are absolved from all alle- 
giance to the British crown, and that all political ‘ connexion 
between them and the state of Great Britain is, and ought to 
be, totally dissolved; and that, as FREE and INDEPENDENT 
STATES, they have full power to levy war, conclude peace, 
contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other acts 
and things which INDEPENDENT STATES may of right ‘do. 
And for the support of this declaration, with a firm reliance’ on 
the protection of DIVINE PROVIDENCE, we mutually pledge 
to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor! 
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‘mander of the British fleet in North America) was, 
on May 3, declared joint commissioner with his bro- 


: The foregoing declaration was, by order of congress, engross- 
ed, and signed by the following members. 


New Hampshire. 
Josian BARTLETT, | 

~ Winnram WurpP.Le, 
Matturw TuorntTon. 


Massachusetts Bay. . 


SamMue. ADAMs, 
Joun Apams, 

Rozgert Treat Paine, 
Evsripce Gerry. ie 
~ Rhode Island. 
Stepuen Hopkins, 

WiLLiAM ELLERY. 


Connecticut, 
Rocer SHERMAN, | 
SAMUEL HunTINGTON, 
Wixiiiam WILLIAMs, 
OxivEr Wotcort. 


New York. 
Wixztam Froyp, 
Puitip Livineston, 
“Francis Lewis, | 
Lewis Morris. 


JoHN Hancock. 


New Jersey. 
RircHarpD STOCKTON,’ 
Joun WITHERSPOON, 
Francis HopKInson, 
Joun Hart, 
AvraHAmM CLARK, 


Pennsyloania. : 
BenJAMIN FRANKLIN, 
Rozerr Morris, 
Bensamin Rusu, 
Joun Morton, 
GEORGE CLYMER, 
James SMITH, 
GrorceE TayLor, ' 
James WILSON, 
GroreeE Ross, 


Delaware. 
Camsar Ropney, 


GEORGE Reap. 


Maryland. 


~ SAMUEL CHASE, 


WitiiaM Paca, 
TuomAs Stone, 
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General Howe; for the latter putposes of ‘the 
. 'Hesailed May 12; and while off the coast of 
reigaod iecead prepared a declaration, announcing 
this gti and ‘accompanied it — cireular 
letters) TiLEEPO 
’ Lord ery tisok occasion to publish every- 
where, that he had proposals to make on the part 
of Great Britain tending to peace and reconcilia- 
tion, and that he was ready to communicate them. 
He, at the same time, permitted the American’ ge- 


“Cuartes Carrot, of JosupuH Hewrs, 


> Carrollton. vot (eedoan Rewml. io. hover 
§ : , ; sos 20 j 
Virginia. i South Carolina... . 
Grorce WyTHE, EpwarRp RUTLEDGE, : 
Ricuarp Henry Lez, Tuo. Play WA BD, Jute es : 
Tuomas JEFFERSON, Tuo. Lyncu,jun. 


Z A684 € Ten 
BENJAMIN HARRISON, ARTHUR MIDDLETON 
; ‘© Aa 3 i ae t) $ 
Tuomas NELSON, jun. 


Fran. Licutroot Ler, Georgia. 
Carter BRaxton.  Burron Gwinnett, = 40 
Lyman Haut, Ayes 
North Carolina. . GrorGe WALTON. 


. 28: 
Wiiiiam Hooper, | 


Resolved, That copies of this declaration be sent to the seve- 
ral assemblies, conventions, and committees, or councils of safety, 
and to the several commanding officers of the continental | 
froops ; that it be proclaimed in ‘each ii the United States, and 


at the headofthearmy: © © oto FL GEE 
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neral, Sullivan, to go -on his parole, and give: this 
intelligence*to - the, congress. . He hoped, ‘by this 
means, to create divisions in. that. body, and 
throughout the country. The congress were of 
opinion the admiral could have no terms to offer, 
but such asthe act of parliament empowered him 
to offer, which were, PARDON upon submission ; yet, 
as the people might imagine more, and be uneasy 
if he was not heard, they appointed three of their 
body, Messrs. Franklin, Adams, and Rutledge, to 
meet him. His lordship chose Staten Island, 
which was in possession of the English troops, ‘for 
the place of conference. The committee being 
arrived at Amboy, a small town in New Jersey, 
opposite to the island, and in possession of the 
Americans, the admiral sent over his barge to re- 
ceive and bring them to him, and to leave one 
of his principal officers as a hostage for their safe 
return. The committee of congress had not de- 
sired a hostage, and they therefore took the offi- 
cer back with them. The admiral. met. them: at 
their landing, and‘ conducted them through his’ 
euards to a convenient room for conference. He 
was surprised at their confidence, in bringin back 
his hostage, and more at the little estimation in 
which they appeared to hold his offers of pardon, 
and of inquiring into grievance. He seemed to 
have flattered himself, that the congress, humbled 
by their late losses, would have been. submissive 
and compliant. He found himself mistaken.» The 
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- committee told him firmly,.that if, he. had. nothing 
else to propose, he was come too late: the hum- 
ble petitions. of congress had been rejected with 
contempt ; independence was now declared, and 
the new government formed. And when in ca- 
joling them, he expressed his “ affection for Ame- 
rica, his concern m viewing her dangerous situa- 
tion, and said that to see her fall would give him 
the same pain as to see a brother fall;’ they an- 


swered, that it was kind ; but America wane en- 


deavor to spare him that pain. 

They returned and reported the conference to 
congress, who published it; and the people were 
satisfied that vioaiab had no ‘eatety to expect but in 
arms. : 

The following is the correspondence a 
Lord Howe and Dr. Franklin on this occasion, 


“ 


and the joint report of the American commissioners _ 


on the result of their mission. 


_Preratory Nore, sy Dr. FRANKLIN. 


[These letters were published in London, to show the in- 
solence. of the insurgents, in refusmg the offer of pardon 
upon submission made to them by the Bnitish plenipoten- 
tiaries. ‘They undoubtedly deserve the attention of the pub- 
lic for another reason, the proof they afford that the com- 
merce of America is deemed by the ministry themselves of 
such vast importance, as to justify the horrid and’ expensive 
war ‘they are now waging, to maintain the monopoly of its 
“that being the principal cause stated by Lord Howe; though 
their pensioned writers and speakeis’ in parliament’ have af- 
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fected to treat that commerce as a trifle. And they demonstrate 
further, of how much importance it is to the rest of Europe, 
that the continuance of that monopoly should be obstructed, 
and the general freedom of trade, now offered by the Ameri- 
cans, prevented ; ; since by no other means the enormous 
growing power of Britain both by sea and land, so formidable 
to their neighbors, and which must follow her success, can 
possibly be prevented. | 


To Dr. FRANKLIN. 


Eagle, June 20, 1776. 


in | biiceming; my worthy friend, permit the letters 
wed ed which I have sent in the state I received 
them, to be landed, without adding a word upon 
the subject of the injurious extremities in which 
our unhappy differences have engaged us. 

You will learn the nature of my mission, from 
the official dispatches which I have recommended 
to be forwarded by the same conveyance. Re- 
taining all the earnestness I ever expressed to see 
our differences accommodated, I shall conceive, if 
I meet with the disposition in the colonies I was 
once taught to expect, the most flattering hopes of 
proving serviceable in the objects. of the king’s pa- 
ternal solicitude, by promoting the establishment 
of lasting peace and union with the colonies. But 
if the deep-rooted prejudices of America, and the 
necessity for preventing her trade from passing 
into foreign channels, must keep us still a divided 
people; I shall, from.every private.as well as pub- 
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lic motive; most heartily lament, that this is not the: 
moment'wherein thoseereat objects of my ambix 
tion are'to be attained; and that Fam'to be longer 
deprived of an opportunity to assure you person> 
ally of the regard’ with which I am your sincere 
a faithful ae servant, 0 HowEso. 
alt S. I was ‘ilepspoisttad of sis Lonportiiaiians “ 
expected for sending this ‘letter at the time it was: 
dated, and: have ever since -been prevented by” 
calms and ‘contrary winds from getting here, to in- 
form General Howe of the commission with which 
Tvhave ‘the ‘satisfaction to "be charged, and of his: 
being joined init. i Fiud dae Aeld 
ising Hook, 12th of July. LD BST dh AO 


To Lorp Hows. | 


My levis Philadelphia, July 20, 1776 i 
| I received safe the letters your: lordship: 
so kindly forwarded to me, and pines yuan to oo 
— my'thanks:» | 3 wD fs 
‘The ‘official dispatelons to which you refer me; 
contain nothing more than what we had seen in the. 
act of parliament, viz. offers of pardon upon sub= 
mission, which J am sorry to find, as it must give 
your pect pain to: sas sent so far on so hones 
a business: its gh. 
niicdestintan cidtaind to’ sn, ielfevedh thle pebasiieas 
whoiare the very ‘parties injured, expresses indeed. 
thatiopinion. of our ignorance, baseness and: insen- 
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sibility, which your uninformed. and. proud nation 
has:long been pleased to-entertain of us; butit can 
have no. other effect: than: that of increasing our 
resentment. It is impossible we should think of 
submission to a government that has with the most 
wanton barbarity and cruelty burnt our defenceless 
towns in the midst of winter, excited the savages to 
Massacre. our farmers, and our slaves to murder 
their masters, and is even now bringing foreign 
mercenaries to deluge our settlements with blood. 
These atrocious injuries have extinguished. every 
remaining spark.of affection for that parent country 
we once held..so, dear :«but were it possible for as 
to forget and forgive them, it is not. possible.for 
you (I mean the British nation) to. forgive the peo- 
ple you have so heavily injured; you can never 
confide again in. those as fellow-subjects, and per- 
mit them to..enjoy equal freedom, to whom. you 
know you have given such just..cause of lasting 
enmity. . And this must impel you, were we again 
under your government, to endeavor the breaking. 
our spirit. by, the severest tyranny, and obstructing, 
bye every. means, in. your. power, .our growing 
strength and. prosperity. | 

»But your lordship mentions: $s hes a pa- 
ternal, solicitude for promoting: the. establishment 
of lasting peace and union with the colonies.” If 
by: peace is -here meant a. peace. to be, entered into 
between Britain, and. America, as ydistinct states. 
now) at war, and his majesty has:given your lord: 
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ship powers’to treat with us of such a peace, may 
venture’ to say, though without authority, thateE 
think a treaty for that purpose not yet quite imprac= 
ticable, before we enter into foreign alliances. “But 
Iam persuaded you have no such powers. Your 
nation, though by punishing those American govern- 
ors who have created and fomented’ the discord, 
rebuilding our burnt towns, and repairing as far as 
possible the mischiefs done us, might yet recover 
a great share of our regard, and the greatest part of 
our growing commerce, with all the advantage of 
that additional strength to be derived from a 
friendship with us; but I know too well her 
abounding pride and deficient wisdom, to believe 
she will ever take such salutary measures. Her 
fondness for conquest as a warlike nation, her lust: 
of dominion as an ambitious one, and her thirst for 
a gainful monopoly as a commercial one, (none of 
them legitimate causes of war) will all join to hide 
from‘her eyes every view of her true interests, and. 
continually goad her on in those ruinous distant 
expeditions, so destructive both of lives and trea- 
sure, that must: prove as pernicious to her in the 
end as the croisades formerly were to most of the 
nations of Europe. a 
‘Thave not the vanity, my lord, to think of sets 
midating by thus predicting the effects of this war 
for 1 know it will in England have ‘the fate of all 
my former champ not to be believed _ the 
event shall verify it. i) Bee aehees 9 Me a6 
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Long did:I endeavor, with unfeigned and. un- 
wearied zeal, to preserve from breaking that fine 
and noble China vase, the British empire ; for J 
knew that being once broken, the separate parts 
could not retain even their share of the strength or 
value that existed in the whole, and that a perfect 
reunion of those parts could scarce ever be hoped 
for., Your lordship may possibly remember, the 
tears of joy that wet my cheek, when, at your good 
sister's in London, you once gave me expectations 
that a reconciliation might soon take place. Thad 
the misfortune to find those expectations disap- 
pointed, and to be treated as the cause of the mis- 
chief I was laboring to prevent. My consolation 
under that groundless and malevolent treatment 
was, that I retained the friendship of many wise 
and good men in that country, and among the rest, 
some share in the regard of Lord Howe. 

The well-founded esteem, and permit me to say, 
affection, which I shall always have for your lord- 
ship, makes it painful to me to see you engaged in 
conducting a! war, the great ground of which, as 
expressed in your letter, is “the necessity of pre- 
venting the American trade from passing into for- 
eign channels.” To me it seems that neither the 
obtaining orretaining of any trade, how valuable 
soever, is an object for which men may justly spill 
each other’s blood; that the true and sure means 
of extending and securing commerce, isthe good- 
ness and cheapness of commodities; and that the 
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profit of no‘trade’can ever be equal, to.the expense 
of. renee it, and of. Hes it yo fleets and 
armies, mis 
«odconsider this war rilaauien us, thighs as both 
unjust and unwise; and I am persuaded that'cool - 
dispassionate posterity will condemn to infamy 
those who advised it ; and that even success will 
notisave from some degree of dishonor, those who 
voluntarily engaged. to conduct it. I know your 
ae a in ee hither v was the —_— of a 


vidi you ‘find that ae on any ptr i give 
you'to propose, you will. relinquish so odious-a 
command, and return to a more honorable — 
station.) “ingos Hhod af tésrager TendAer 

With the greatedt “a most sincere: eiacona Eb 
have:the honor to: be, my Lord, Maes tosnaye S 


most obedient humble. servants oF Adi Fae aeR 
7  B. FRangis, x 


Re et Foes . £ 
ee thre 


v g ty ¢ + F goat ee 
FZ gore fe ye ye te 


To Dr. ‘Fr ANKLIN. 


Pash Staten dele, Aug. the, “16th, 1776, 


»/1.am sorry, my worthy friend, that: oar 
ese on sith “assurances you give.me of my having: 
still: preserved a place in your: esteem, that I-can) 
now found a: pretension to trouble you with a reply; 
to your favor of the Qistpast. lic eeiog eonileg 

/dican have no difficulty to eek nowesideey thatithe cy 
powers I'am invested with were never calculated . 


to negociate a reunion with America, under any 
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other description than as subject to the crown of 
Great Britain. But) I do esteem those powers 
competent, not only to confer and negociate with 
any gentlemen of influence in the colonies upon 
the terms, but also to effect a lastmg peace and 
reunion between the two: countries, were: the tem- 
per’ of the colonies such as. professed in ithe Jast 
petition of the congress to the king) America 
would have judged im the discussion how far the 
means were adequate to the end, both for engaging 
her confidence and proving our integrity. . Nor 
did I think itnecessary to say more in. my, public 
declaration; not conceiving it could be understood 
to refer to peace, on any other conditions but those 
of mutual interest to both countries, whieh: nines 
aloné render it permanent. s sah 

~ But as I perceive from the tenor of ‘your letter, 
how little I am to reckon upon the advantage of 
your assistance for restoring that, permanent.union 
which has long been the object of my endeavors, 
and which I flattered myself when I left England, 
would be in the compass of my power; I will only 
‘add, that as’the: dishonor ‘to which you deem me 
exposed by my military situation in this country, 
has effected no change in your sentiments of  per- 
sonal’ regard towards me, so shall no difference in 
political points alter my desire of proving how 
much’ ah am deh eile and isl ane 
servant,’ yon, aro udiiw: \beteovet aide mai « 


SPM | SertenLA citiw molruet.e ststoogen © 
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In Coneress, Sept. ond, 176. beans 
ci being informed that General rere who was 
pee prisoner on Long. Island, was come to Pets 
1 with a message from, Lord Howe, ii "ll 
, "Ordered that he be admitted, and heard bepres congress. we 
~ General Sullivan being admitted, delivered the verbal | mes- 
sage he ‘had in charge from Lord Howe, which he was de- 


sired 6: reduce to writing, and withdrew. a a One cas 


September Srd. 


General Sullivan having reduced to writing the verbal x mes- 
sage from Lord Howe, the same was s Tid oni = Congress and 
read as follows. — ia nae bs HOI 

‘The: following is the purport of the message sent woe 
Juont ‘Howe to congress by General Sullivan: Be 

‘That. though he could not at present treat with congress as 
such, yet he was very desirousof having a’ conference with 
some of the members, whom he would consider. for the pre- 
sent only as private gentlemen, and meet ‘them himself as 
such, at such place as they should appoint. — 

That he, in conjunction with General Howe, had full 
powers to compromise the disputes between Great Britain 
and America on terms advantageous to both, the obtaining of 
which delayed: him near two months in England, and pre 
vented his’ arrival at this place. before the declaration of inde- 
pendence took place. | | 

T hat he wished a compact sieht be settled at this er 
when no decisive blow was ‘struck, and neither party could 
say they were compelled to enter into such agreement. 

That in case congress were disposed to treat, many things 
which they had not as yet asked, might and ought to be 
granted to them ; and that if, upon the conference, they found 
any probable ground of an accommodation, the authority of 


» 
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congress must be afterwards acknowledged, otherwise the 
compact could not be complete. ) 


September 5th. 


eselved, that General Sullivan be requested to inform 
Lord Howe; that this congress being the representatives of 
the Free and Independent States.of America, cannot, with pro- 
priety, send any of its members to, confer with his lordship i in 
their private characters, but that ever desirous of establishing 
peace on reasonable terms, they will send a committee of | 
their body to know whether he has any authority to treat with 
persons authorised by congress for that purpose on behalf of 
America, and’ what that authority is, and to hear such propo- 
sitions as he shall think fit to make’respecting the same. ‘)\” 

- Ordered, that a copy of the foregoing resolution’ be? deli- 

vered to General Sullivan, and that he be directed ipnpoclitely 

to repair to Lord Howe. | | 
September 6th: 

Peshbuld, that the’ committee “to be sent to know whe- 
ther Lord Howe has any authority to treat with persons 
authorised by congress for that purpose, in behalf of .America, 
and what that authority 1s, and to hear such aha pepe Oe as 
he shall think fit to make Ph bsaaci the same,” consist of 
three. 

The members oe mii. Franklin, | Mr, cpg and 
Mr. Rutledge. 


Lagle, off Bedlow’s Island, Sept. 10, 1776. 


Lord Howe presents his compliments to Dr. 
Franklin, and according to the tenor of his fayor 
of the 8th, will attend to have the pleasure. of 
meeting him and Messrs. Adams and Rutledge 
to-morrow morning, at.the house on. Staten Island 
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opposite to Amboy, as early as the few conve- 
niences for travelling by land on Staten Island will 
admit. Lord Howe, upon his arrival at the place 
appointed, will senda boat (if he can. procure it in 

time) with a flag of truce over to Amboy; and 
requests the Doctor and the other gentlemen will 
postpone their intended favor of passing over to 
meet him, until they are informed | as above of his 
arrival to attend them there. _ 

“In case the weather should prove lath, «4 
for Lord Howe to pass in his boat.to Staten Island 
to-morrow, as from the present appearance there is 
some reason to suspect, he will take the next ear- 
liest opportunity that offers for that purpose. In 
this intention he may be further retarded, having 
been an invalid lately ; but will certainly give the 
most timely notice of that mability. He however 
flatters himself he shall not have occasion to make 
further excuses on that account. 


| September 13th. 
The committee appointed to confer with Lord Howe hav- 
ing returned, made a verbal report. 
Ordered, that they make a report in writing, as soon as 
they conveniently can. 3 


cieiahes 17th. 

.The committee appomted to confer with Lord. Howe, 
agreeable to order, brought in a noe in ia. which was 
read-as follows : 

“In obedience to the orders of congress, we have had a 
meeting with Lord Howe : it was on Wednesday last, upon 
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Staten Island, opposite to Amboy, where his lordship re- 
ceived and entertained us with the utmost politeness. | 

His‘lordship opened the conversation by acquainting us, 
that though he could not treat with us as a committee of 
congress, yet’ as his powers enabled him to confer and con- 
sult with any private gentlemen of influence in the ‘colonies, 
on the means of restoring peace between the two countries, 
he was glad of this opportunity of conferring with us on that 
subject, if we thought ourselves at liberty to enter into a 
conference with him in that character. 

We observed to his lordship, that as our business was to 
hear, he might consider us in what light he pleased, and com- 
miilicate' to “us any ‘proposition he might be authorised to 
make for the purpose mentioned; but that we could consider 
ourselves inno other character than‘that in which we were 
placed by order of congress.” cae 

His lordship then entered into a discourse of considerable 
length, which contained no explicit proposition of peace ex- 
cept one, viz. that the colonies should return to their alle- 
giance and. obedience to the government of Great Britain. 
The rest consisted principally of assurances that there was — 
an exceeding good disposition in the king and his ministers 
to make that government easy to us, with intimations that in 
ease of our submission, they would cause the offensive acts 
of parliament to be revised, and the instructions to governors 
to be reconsidered; that so, if any just causes of complaint 
were found in the acts, or any errors im government were 


perceived to have crept into the instructions, they waicahe be 
amended or withdrawn. 4 
We gave it as our opinion to his lordship, that a return 
to the domination of Great Britain was not now to be ex- 
pected. We mentioned the repeated humble petitions of the 
colonies to the king and-parliament, which had been treated 
VOL, II. Cc 
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-with contempt, and answered only by additional injuries,;:the 
unexampled_patience.we, had shown under their tyrannical 
government ; and that it was not till the last act of parliament, 
which denounced. war against us, and put us out of the king’s 
protection, that we declared. our independence... That. this 
declaration had been.called for by the people. of the. colonies 
in general ; that every colony had approved of it when made; 
and all now considered themselves as independent, states, and 
were settling or had settled, their governments accordingly ; 
so that it was not in the power of congress. to agree for 
them, that they should return to their former dependent state. 
That there was no doubt of their iuclination to peace, and 
their willingness to enter into a treaty with Britain that might 
be advantageous to both countries. "That though his lord- 
ship had at present no power to treat with them as indepen. | 
dent states, he might, if there was the same good disposition 
in’ Britain, much sooner obtain fresh powers from thence, 
than powers could be obtained by, congress, from the several 
colonies to.consent to a submission. eee 349 

_ His lordship then saying. that he was sorry to find that no 
mpsieiandaicn was likely to take place, pat an end, to the 
| conference. , ds 

- Upon the whole, it did not appear to your donates that 
hia lordship’s commission contained any authority of impor- 
tance than what is expressed in the act of parliament, viz, that 
of granting, pardons with such exceptions as the commis- 
sioners shall think proper to make, and of declaring America! 
or any part of it to:be in the king’s peace, upon submissi 
for as to the power of inquiying into, the state of America, 
which his lordship mentioned to us, and of conferring, and 
consulting with any persons” the commissioners might think 
proper, ‘and representing the ‘result of such conversation to 
the iniinistry, who, Provider the spon Sire d gahjeck a them- 
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selves, might,°after all, or might not, at their pleasure, make 
any. alterations in the former instructions to governors, or 
propose in parliament any amendment of the acts complained 
of, we apprehended any expectation from the effect of such 
a power would have been too uneertain and precarious to be 
relied on by America, had she still continued in her state’of 
st : 7 
ewes that the above be published. } re 
' Joun Hancock, President. ® 
Attest. th, 
_ Cuarzies Tuompson, Secretary. 


; e AL. 


| pr Aa aia in their manifesto, had. recommended 
to those colonies whose government was not 
already. sufficient, to pr oceed. to the institution. of 
such a form as was necessary to the preservation 
of internal peace, and suited to the then exigency 
of theirjaffairs, for the defence of their lives; liber- 
ties, and properties, against the hostile invasions 
and cruel depredations of their enemies. In con- 
formity to this recommendation, a convention was 
assembled at Philadelphia, in July, 1776, for the 
purpose of settling anew form of government for 
the then State of Pennsylvania. . Dr. Franklin.was 
chosen. president.of this convention. The. con- 
atitution formed and established at that period for 
Pennsylvania’ was the result of the deliberations of 
that assembly, and may be considered as a digest 
of ‘Dr. Franklin’s principles of government. - The 
single legislature _ and the plural executive appear 
to have been his favorite tenets. | 
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~The virtuous and unfortunate Duke de la Roche- 
foucault, in his eulogium of Dr. Franklin in 1790, 
thus remarks on this system of government. 
“Franklin alone, disengaging the political ma- 
chine from those multiplied movements and admired — 
counterpoises that rendered it so complicated, pro- 
posed the reducing it to the simplicity of a single 
legislative body. This grand idea startled the le- 
gislators of Pennsylvania; but the philosopher 
removed the fears of a considerable number, and 
at length determined the whole to adopt a prin- 
ciple’ which the national ‘al aaabit has made the 
= of the French constitution.” 
The same distinguished person adds in a note 
on this passage, of his printed oration,— 
“The usual ‘progress of the human mind leads 
man from the complex to the simple. Observe 
the works of the first mechanics overloaded with 
- numerous pieces, some of which embarrass, and 
others diminish their effect. It has been the same 
with legislators, both speculative and practical : 
struck with an abuse, they have endeavored’ to 
correct it by institutions that have been productive 
of still greater abuses. In political economy the 
unity of the legislative body is the maximum’ of 
‘simplicity. Franklin was the first who dared to 
put this idea in pr actice: the respect the Pennsyl- 
vanians entertained for him induced them to adopt 
it; but the other states were terrified at it, and 
even the constitution of Pennsylvania has since 
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been altered.. In Europe this opinion has been 
more successful. When I had the honor to pre- 
sent to Franklin the translations of the consti- 
tutions of America, the minds of the people on 
this side the Atlantic were scarcely better disposed 
toward. it than those on the other side; and if we 
except Dr. Price in England, and Turgot and~ 
Condorcet in France, no man who applied himself 
to politics agreed in opinion with the American — 
philosopher. I will venture to assert that I was 
of the small number of those who were struck with 
the beauty of the simple plan he traced, and that 
I saw no reason to change my opinion when the 
National Assembly, led by the voice of those 
deep-thinking and eloquent orators who discussed 
_ that important question, established it as_a prin- 
ciple of the French. constitution, that legislation - 
should be confided. to a single body of representa- 
tives. It will not perhaps be deemed unpardon- 
able to have once mentioned myself, at a time 
when the honor I have of holding a public charac- 
ter,makes it my duty to give an account of my 
sentiments to my. fellow-citizens. France will 
not relapse into a more complex system, but will 
assuredly acquire the glory of maintaining that 
which she has established, and give it a degree of 
perfection which, by rendering a great nation 
happy, will attract the eyes and the applauses of 
at ll ands of the ewhole world.’—Vain predic- 
tion! . / 
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“During Dr Franklin's presidency of the Convene 
tion he ‘drew up’ the’ following protest awainst the 
equality of voting in congréss; but (as he acknow+ 
ledged at the time) he was dissuaded from endea= 
voring to carry it through, from prudential’ ¢onsi- 
derations respecting ‘the necessary union — 
critical Asap of - the states in hecaaehinbe iin? 
eee ctl fy iS eh foo fece cederwiinay 
Shin tabior dt (1 _ PROTEST. oitthenrgy 
ke Wa the pappleuehiativan of the state of Pennsyl 
vania in full convention met, having duly considered 
the? plan of confederation formed in’ congress, “and 
submitted to the several states, for their assentor 
dissent, do hereby declare the dissent of this state 
tothe same, for the following reasons, viz.) qe 
~. “4st. Because the foundation of every conféde- 
ration intended to be lasting, ought to be laid in 
justice and equity, no unfair advantage being given 
to, or taken by; any of the contracting parties... 
) ©Ond) ‘Because it is, in the nature of things, just 
and equal, that the respective states of' the confe- 
déraéy ‘should ‘be ‘represented | in congress; ‘and 
liave votes therein proportion to their importance, 
arising from théir numbers of people, and'the share 
and degree of strength they afford to the united 
io 4 “spe therefore’ the XVITth he 


Sy This since forms part, of the 5th article af the confeder ation | 
as 1s agreed to, by all. the states, except Maryland, on. the ‘9th of 
J uly, 177 8; and finally ratified by the whole 1 nishe on ‘the Ist 
March, 1781, (the state of Maryland acceding thereto.) 
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gives one vote to the smallest state and no more to 
the largest, when the difference between them may 
be as ten to one, or greater, is unjust, and injurious 
to the larger states, since all of them are by other 
articles obliged to contribute in. proportion, to their 
respective abilities. At 
“ 3rd. Because the practice nithiartcni in. congress;. 
of allowing only one vote to each colony, was. 
originally taken up under a conviction of its im- 
propriety and injustice, was intended to be in 
some future time corrected, and was then and since 
submitted. to only as a temporary expedient, to be 
used in ordinary business, until the means of recti- 
fying the same could be obtained: this clearly 
appears by the resolve of congress, dated Sept. 6, 
1774, being the day of its meeting, which resolve 
_ isin these words, ‘ That in determining questions in 
this congress, each colony or province: shall have 
one vote, the congress not being possessed of, or 
at present able to procure proper materials for 
~aseertaiming the importance of each colony.’ That 
importance has since been supposed to be best 
found in the numbers of the people; for the con- 
‘gress not only by their resolution when the i issuing 
of bills was agreed to, but by this present confe- 
deration, have judged that the contribution to- 
wards sinking those bills and to the common ex- 
pense should be in proportion to such numbers 
when they could be taken, which has not yet been 
done; and though the larger colonies submitted 
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to this temporary inequality of representation, ex- 
pecting it, would much sooner have been rectified; 

if, never was understood that. by the. resolution 

above cited, a power was given to the smaller 

states to fix that mequality upon them for ever,:as 

those small states have now attempted to do by. 
combining: to vote for this. 17th article, and. thereby 
to.deprive, the. larger states of their just, right, 

acknowledged. in. the same resolution. (Smaller 

states having. given us in advance, this striking 4 im- 

stance of the injustice they are capable of,and of 
the possible effects of their combination, is of itself 
a, sufficient, reason for our determining not, to. put 

ourselves in their power by agreeing to, this article, 

as it.stands connected with.those concerning ,the 

quotas of each state,. since being a majority of 
states in congress, they. may by the same means, 

at any time, deprive the larger. states of any share 
in the disposition of our strength and welts and 

the management of our common interests... 

., But as the smaller colonies may object, that if 
the larger are allowed a. number of votes. in pro- 

portion to, their importance, the smaller , will then 

be equally in danger of being overpowered and. go- 
verned. by them. We, not having the., least de- 
sire of any influence or power that is unjust or 

unequal or, disproportioned to the burthens. we 
are, to bear, do hereby offer our consent to the 

said 17th. article as it now stands, provided. t the 

quo otas. to be. contributed. by the larger provinces 
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shall be reduced to an equality with the smallest, 
in which case all, by contributing equally, will have 
a right to equal votes. Not that we mean thereby 
to avoid granting additional aids, when the exi- 
gence of our common interests shall appear to us 
to make them proper and necessary ;_ but, leaving 
to ‘the congress, with regard to such additional 
aids, the right of making requisitions as enjoyed. 
by our late kings, we. would reserve to ourselves 
the right of judging of the propriety of these re- 
quisitions, or of refusing or complying with them 
in part, or in the whole, as to us shall seem best, 
and of modifying our grants with such conditions 
as we shall judge necessary, in like manner as our 
assemblies might formerly do with regard to re- 
quisitions from the crown: for it appears to us 
just and reasonable, that we should retain the dis- 
position of what. strength we have, above the equal 
proportion contributed as aforesaid by our state to 
the common. ‘service, with every power necessary 
to apply the same, as. occasions may arise, for our 
particular, security ; this we mean to do from this 
time forward, unless we are allowed votes in con- 
gress, proportioned to the importance of our state, 
as was originally intended. 

“« Signed by order of the Convention.” 

Though this protest was not acted upon, for the 


reasons previously assigned. by Dr. Franklin, it 
serves however to show his opinion and arguments 
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in support of a very important question of Ameri 
can legislature, and 1 is an additional feature i in! v his 
political mind. FREE LOT L ONG ARID eae 


» American ‘paper ‘money - beginning about this 
time to fall into disrepute, and immediate supplies 
of arms and ammunition for the use ‘of the army 
being absolutely necessary, congress tumned their 
attention towards Europe, and to France in parti- 
cular, for the purpose of obtaining \aids.in money 
and military stores, as the only means of. resisting | 
the power of Great Britain, and price Vine) their 
cal acquired. independence. Ie Ri MBAe See 

“In the latter end  of'1776, a commission’ was 
appointed for ‘this object 5 and Dr. Franklin; 
though then in his 71st year, was considered, from 
his talents as a statesman, and reputation: as a 
philosopher, the: most suitable person to: effect the 
desired end, and was consequently nominated 
commissioner plenipotentiary: to ‘the court: of 
France, in’ conjunction ‘with Silas Deane and 
Arthur Lee; Esquires: the former-had already 
béen sent to Europe, for the purpose of secretly 
obtaining and forwarding warlike stores, &c., and 
the other had been employed .by congress as a 
private and confidential agent in England. 
») Previous. to. Dr. Franklin’s departure, he con- 
ceived it: ‘would. be advisable, on many accounts, 
to be the bearer of propositions for peace with 
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Great” Britain’? ‘anid with this view he drew up, 
and submitted to the secret committee of congress, 
the following paper. : 3 


‘cal OF Baheotenrnien FOR A Peace, 1776. 


©'Theré shall be a perpetual peace between Great 
Britain and the United ew of America, on the 
following conditions. | 

Great Britain ‘shall’ renounce ‘ave hindlainn all 
svetant of right or authority to govern in ‘eid of 
ror niece States of America. | 

““'To prevent those occasions of misunderstanding 
which avé apt to arise, where the territories of dif- 
ferent powers border on’ each ‘other, thr ough ‘the » 
‘bad conduct of frontier inhabitants on both sides, 
Britain shall cede to the United States the pro- 
vinces or colonies’ of Quebec, St. John’s, Nova 
Scotia, Bermuda, East'and West Florida; and the 
Bahama Islands, with all their adjoining and in- 
termediate territories now claimed by her. ’ 

‘In’ feturn ‘for this cession, the United . States 
aia pay to Great Britain the sum of»... ToAks} 
rer m annual payments, that is'to say, ..004 

per annum, for and during the term oft 
sii se L “ | | % 

And’ shall moréover y yeltsts a free trade to “all 
British ‘subjects throughout the United States and 
the ceded colonies, and shall guarantee to Great 
Britain the’ possession of her sige in the ‘soni 
Hides; Mato ho eoman neh ont 
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Motives for proposing a Peace at this time...) 
_ 1, The having. such propositions in charge, will 
by the law of nations be some protection to the 
commissioners or spciamsialacdi if they shoubt be . 
taken.’ | | SAG 
2..As the news, of | our saclasash oscesroiaiiaals 
will tend to unite in Britain all parties against us; 
80 our offering peace with commerce and.pay- 
ments of money, will tend. to divide them again. 
For peace is. as.necessary to them as. to. us: )our 
commerce is wanted by theirmerchants and manu- 
facturers, who will therefore incline to the accom- 
modation, even though the monopoly is not conti- 
nued; since it can be easily made appear. their 
share of our growing trade will soon be greater 
than the whole has been heretofore... Then for the 
landed -interest, who wish an alleviation of taxes, 
it is demonstrable by figures, that if we should 
agree to pay, suppose ten millions in one hundred 
years, viz. 100,000/. per annum for that. term, it 
would, ‘being faithfully employed as. a sinking 
fund, more than pay off all their present national 
debt.. It is besides a prevailing opinion in Eng- 
land, that they must.in the nature of things sooner 
or later lose the colonies, and many think they 
had better be without the government of them; so 
that the: proposition will, on, that..account, oad 
more supporters and fewer opposers... . 
~8. As.the having such propositions to. nono or 
any powers to treat of peace, will furnish a /pre- 


\ 
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tence for B. Fs going to England, where he 
has many friends and acquaintance, particularly 
among the best writers and ablest speakers in both 
houses of parliament, he thinks he shall be able 
when there, if the terms are not accepted, to work 
up such a division of sentiments in the nation, as 
ereatly to weaken its exertions against the United 
States, and lessen its credit in foreign countries. 
4. The knowledge of there being powers given 
to the commissioners to. treat with England, may 
have some effect in facilitatmg and expediting the 
proposed treaty with France. - 
~ 6. It is worth our while to offer such a sum for 
the countries to be ceded, since the vacant lands 
will in time sell for a great part of what we shall 
give, if not more; and if we are to obtain them by 
conquest, after perhaps a long war, they will pro+ 
bably cost us more than that sum. © [tis absolutely 
necessary for us to have them for our own secu- 
rity; and though the sum may seem large to the 
present generation, in less than half the term, it 
will be to the whole United States a mere trifle. 


It is uncertain to what extent this plan was 
adopted by congress. ‘The propositions were cer- 
tainly not such as the British ministry would have 
listened to a moment, at that period of the revolu- 
tionary war, whatever they might have been dis- 
posed to have done in a more advanced state of it, 
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It is possible; however, that this’ or some’ other 
proposal for peace ‘with Great Britain may havé 
been furnished to Dr. Franklin by the secret Coni- 
mittee of congress, to serve him in’ ‘some measuré 
as a protection in case of his captare at sea: ‘of 
which there was at that time ai ert imminent 
danger. tian ina 
Dr. Franklin set off « on this’ irate’ mission 

from Philadelphia, Oct. 26, 1776, accompanied by 
two of his grand-children, Wm. Temple Franklin, 
and Benjamin Franklin Bache: they slept at 

Chester that night, and the next morning went by 
land to Marcus Hook, and embarked, there that 
day, in the United States’ sloop of war Reprisal, 
mounting 16 guns, and commanded by Captain 
Wickes. During the passage, Dr. F ranklin made 
daily experiments, by means of the thermometer, 
of the temperature of the sea water, as he had 
done on similar occasions, and with the ‘same 
view, of ascertaining the ship’s being w or out of 
the gulph utiieen and more or less within sound- 
ings. ; Pes af su es # pats fe 

The sloop was ecient chased dines the 
voyage by British cruisers, and several times pre- 
pared for action; but being a good'sailer, and the 
captain having received orders, not wnnecessarily 
to risk an engagement, she as often escaped” her 
pursuers. The crew did not always seem ‘to like 
avoiding coming up with the. vessels that‘were 
occasionally seen, as they were naturally ‘desirous 
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of getting some. prize-money : on this account pro- 
bably the captain indulged them on some occa- 
sions, when there was little likelihood of danger. 
An opportunity of this kind presented itself on the 
27th of November, being then near the coast of 
France, though out of soundings. Several sail 
were seen about noon, and the sloop brought-to, 
and took a brig from Bourdeaux, bound to Cork, 
. (being, Irish property). loaded. with lumber and 
some wine. She had left Bourdeaux the day be- | 
fore. The captain found. by. the brig’s reckoning, 

that. he was then only 16 leagues from land,. ol 
the afternoon of the same day, he came up ihe 
and, took another brig, from, Rochfort, belonging 
to., Hull, bound. to aia the with. brandy.and 
flax-seed. Early, the next morning land was_in 
sight from. the mast-head ;_ it proved | to be Belle- 
isle; a pilot came on hoard, and the sloop was 
brought to an anchor in the evening. On the 29th 
she ran into Quiberon Bay, where she contmued 
till December 3d, when finding the contrary winds 
likely to continue, which prevented her entering 
the Loire, the captain procured a fishing-boat to 
put Dr. Franklin and his grandsons on shore at 
Auray, about six leagues distant, where they were 
landed in the evening. The boatmen spoke. the 
Breton language as well as. the French ; , and it 
appeared to be the common language of the coun- 
try,,people in that province, One word only was 
intelligible, which was Diaul ; it signifies Devil, 
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and is the Same inthe Weldh Tanguiige.°“Itlis id 
there’ isa a "ebtisidérable” affinity’ between thé two 
langifases, and that the Welch’and Breton fisher 
vented peasantry ean comprélicnd each ‘other. 
Aura proved 'to be’ a ‘wretched place” “NO fed 
dec Be hited,-“and obligéd to mati. 0 Vanne: 


r oné,—which did not’arrive'till next day ; 2 OR 
“in the feveie 


eae séiched! that ‘town, ‘Tate 
Dr. Franklin; in’ the “little’ journal hé Re 
from ‘which the: ‘above tain it “ae” taken, ac ds : 


ourselves’ on the Hod ane to’ Feral interns ern 
fortable, the driver: stopped near’ a wood we were 
to ‘pass through, to tell us'that a gang of eighteen 
robbers infested that’ wood, who but two“wéeks 
ago had robbed seine inufdered bali th anise 
that very spot.” ae ‘(pet lide RE te seis 
“The s: same scare contains the sellwling remark: 
« December 6. “On the road yesterday (travellin 
to Nantés), we met’ six or seven ceaduaiaie 
in company, on horseback, and astride’ ‘they were 
all “of fair White and’ ved complexions, “but one 
among them was'the’fairest woman IT éver* beheld 
Most of the men have good: ————- “Hot 
swarthy, like those of the North ‘of Franéey*in 
which I remember ‘that; except about ® Abbe evil I 
saw TPs fit people”! H ees poeetsnis aalaiags. 
© Arriving ‘at’ Nantes on the’ 7th of ‘Décembe 
erand dinner was prepared. on the occasion® kbs 
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some friends of America, at which Dr. Franklin 
was present, and in the afternoon went to meet a. 
large party at the country seat of Mons. Gruel, a 
short distance from town, where crowds of visitors 
came to compliment him on his safe arrival, ex- 
pressing great satisfaction, as they were warm 
friends to America, and hoped his being in France 
would be of advantage to the American cause, &ce. 
&c. A magnificent supper closed the evening. 

Being much fatigued and weakened by the 
voyage and journey, Dr. Franklin was persuaded 
to remain at M. Gruel’s country-house, where he 
was elegantly and commodiously lodged: his 
strength, indeed, was not equal to an immediate. 
journey to Paris. During his stay at M. Gruel’s 
he was in hopes of living retired, but the house 
was almost always full of visitors; from whom, 
however, much useful information was obtained 
-Tespecting the state of affairs at court, and the 
character of persons in power, &c. Dr. Franklin 
also learnt with great satisfaction, that a supply 
had. been obtained from the French government of 
two hundred brass field-pieces, thirty thousand. 
firelocks, and some other military stores, which 
were then shipping for America, and would be 
convoyed by a ship of war. 

Dr. Franklin at that time did not, assume any 
public character, thinking it prudent first to know 
whether the court was ready and willing to receive 
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publicly cominissioners from thé. congress; and: 
that he might neither embarrass the ministry om 

the. one iintelté nor ‘subject himself and his ‘col- 
leagues’ to the hazard ‘of a disgraceful refisal on 
the other, he dispatched an express to Mr. Deane, 
then in Paris, with the letters he had for him from 
the committee of congress, and a copy of thei 
joint commission, that he might make the ‘proper’ 
inquiries, atid give him the necessary informiation. 
Meantime ‘it was senérally supposed ‘at ‘Nantes, i 
that Dr. Franklin was Sent to nesotiaté, and that’ 
opinion appeared to give ereat plealiirae > Pind oF 
“On the 15th December Dr: Franklin left Nantes, 
arid shortly after arrived safely at Paris, where he 
continted to! veside till the 7 th J anuary following, ; 
when he removed ‘with his family to Passy, (a 
village beautifully situated about a leaeue fiom the 
capital,) and took’ up his abode in’ a’ large” and: 
lhandsotiie house, with extensive gardens, belonging 
to Moiis. Le Ray de Chaumont, arrdat eid nett 
friend to the American cause. Here Dr. Franklin 
continued dtiting the whole of his ‘tésidence’ in! 
F rance—being ‘about eight years and a half {°° 
~The following extracts from letters’ written | ‘by 7 
hin to one of ‘his intimate friends, shortly after his: 
arrival in Paris, fully show his sentiments relative 
to ‘the state of American politics at’ that betta” 
and furnish some insight as to ‘the ‘natare of his 
mission td Pitivee, 228 PPP ee ending ie! 


v4 
vip 


ART IV. BENJAMIN. FRANKLIN. ‘ol 


er | 1 4 thoy 7 ii TT, 
a ass To Dr. Twanwnavsz. 
Oo b sins ride siti STS +74 page 


ose “TD Jong, lashes leek in) ‘Eneland aie pes 
zeal and. sincerity. to -prevent ;the. breach that, has 
happened, and which is now so. wide, that no en- 
deavors, of mine can possibly heal it. You know 
the treatment, I met. with from. that, imprudent 
court; but. I keep .a separate account of, private 
injuries, which I may forgive;.and I do not,think 
it right,to. mix, them with public affairs... Indeed 
there is no occasion for their aid to whet my re- 
sentiment against a nation that has burnt our de+ 
fenceless towns in the midst of winter, has excited 
the savages to assassinate our innocent. farmers, 
with, their wives and. children, and our slaves. to 
murder their masters! It would. therefore be, de- 
ceiving, you, if I suffered you to remain in the snp-. 
position you have taken up, that,I am come to 
Europe to make peace... Iam in fact ordered 
hither by the congress for a very different purpose; 
viz..to procure such aids from European powers, 
for enabling us to defend our freedom, and _inde- 
pendence, which it is certainly their interest to 
gtant; as by that means the great and rapidly 
growing trade of America will be open to them 
all, and not a monopoly to Great Britain as here- 
tofore : a monopoly, that if she is suffered again 
to possess, will be such an increase of her strength 
by sea, and if she.can reduce us again. to submis- 
sion, she will have thereby so great an addition 
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PHAR 


: to her Strength, by by land, as will, together, make 


ff ii 


her, the most. formidable } ‘power the world has j et 
seen Df and from her natural pride and insolene e in 


ros zh? ‘Y of all others the most intolerable.” 


| « “You desire mS know my pte aes wi 

will probably be the end of this war ; and whe ret 
our new, establishments will not be thereby n re fa 
again to deserts. I do not, for ‘my part, appre ehend 
much danger. of. $0. great ‘an evil to us. am 
we ‘shall be. able, with, a ‘little help, to. 0 def fi fend 
ourselves, our possessions, and _ our liberties, 50 
long that. England will be ruined by persisting 

in the wicked attempt to ‘destroy . them. I must 
nevertheless regret that ruin, and wish. aa ] 4 
injustice and tyranny had not deserved it, A 


ee 
I sometimes flatter myself that, old as I am, 't eee 


possibly, live to see my country settled in 


ce and 


prosperity, when Butain. ‘shall make no, me nore . a 
formidable figure among the powers « of arope. 
“ You, put, me in. mind of. an apology ae my 


conduct, which has been expected Ua me, in 


answer to. the ‘abuses thrown upon m ne e be aaa 
privy, council. e ‘Tt was ‘partly ‘written, but the | 
affairs of public importance t ha ve been ever sine nce 
gages, in, prevented my fnishi iin ing it. “The ‘in- 
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juries too. ‘that my ‘countty | has Suffered, have ‘ab- 
sorbed private | resentments, ‘and. made. it ‘appear 
trifling g for an individual to trouble the world with 
his aaars justification, when all his compatriots 
were stigmatised by the king. and parliament as 
being, Im _every respect, the worst of mankind! 1 
am obliged to you,. however, for the friendly part 
youl have always taken in the defence of t my ‘cha- 
racter ; and it is indeed | no small argument i in ‘my 
favor, that those. who ave known me ‘most ‘and 
longest, still love me and trust 1 me with their most 
cute! interests, of which my ‘election into the 

ongress by the unanimous voice of the assembly, 
of “parliament of ‘Pennsylvania, the day: after my 
arrival. from England, and my present mission 


ne by ft the ¢ congress itself are » Instances 3 incon- 


api “Franklin y was $ privately received with | every 
demonstration of regard and respect. by. the mi- 
nister for foreign affairs, Mons. le Comte de. Ver- 
gennes ; “who Fe eat him and the other ‘American 
comnmissioners, that they should personally enjoy ; 
in ‘France, iy foute ‘la sureté et tous les agréments que 
nous y faisons éprowcer | aur étrangers,” RoW Wee 

"A conviction of the advantag es ‘to De deriv ed 
from'a commercial intercourse with ‘America, and 
a desire of weakening the British empire by dis- 
membering it; induced the French court ‘secretly 


to give assistance in military stores to the Ame- 
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ricans, ahd. to listen to proposals of dn alliance. 
But. they. at first showed rather a Yyeluctance ‘to the 
latter measure, which, however, by Dr. Franklin’s 
address, aided by a subsequent important “success 
vin: the. ‘apes pes was oe overs 
come. oe oe ere oF 

Halts in age anuary, 77 7, Dr. Branidiin’ sali 
Vetsailles’ with his colleagues, and, according to 
their instructions fiom: congtess,. ‘eomthinicated ‘te 
‘the Count de Vergennes, mithister for foveivm affairs, 
certain proposalsii in writing, to induce the govern 
ment of France: to take'a decided part in favor of 
the United States, and send a certain nun 
ships of the line and fr igates’ to act agaitist the 
British ¢ on the coast of America. But no answer 
“was then obtained to these proposals; that govelit } 
ment not being then A to interfere ge aey it 


who did not wish for cy “diminttion oft the" power 


few as did not; perceive that ‘is lait sat vould 
ina considerable degree ‘be effected: by a rai 
ation of ‘the Subsisting contest ea bevteg owe ‘in 


‘ink it prident to er Re pout on | 
with ‘Great Britain, until ‘the c colonies, or’ Unite 
Statés of America, ‘should have sufficiently ni 
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fested both their, abslity and determination to perse- 
vere in contending eflicaciously. for: their indepen- 
dence, it was convinced of, the impolicy of ex- 
posing the latter to. the necessity of submilting to 
Great Britain by any want of arms, &c. to defend 
themselves, and protract their resistance. It had 
therefore, previous to Dr. Franklin’s arrival, at, the 
solicitation of Mr. Deane, determined secretly to 
afford'a considerable supply of artillery, arms, and 
military stores to the American congress ; and; for 
this purpose the celebrated Caron de Beaumar- 
chais was employed as an. ostensible agent in this 
business ; and ithe better to conceal the origin and 
nature/of this transaction, -he established a com- 
mercial house at Paris, under the firm of Rode- 
rigue Hortalez and Co. And though he jvas. in 
fact secretly supplied with such articles as could 
be spared from the :arsenals of France, and with 
money to purchase:the others by the F rench,. ge- 
vernment, he required and obtained,from Mr. 
Deane, ‘stipulation that congress should deliver 
to his agents, tobacco and other American pro- 
ductions to the amount of the articles supplied; + 
after which these axticles. were shipped for Ame- 
rica, at different times and in different vessels. 
one of, these was;the Amphitrite, a large ship, from 
which were landed i in New Hampshire, . the artil- 
lery, arms, 6c pmployeds in the CoRSER of General 
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Soe troops seal obtained sh or ae 
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_ itages, dw other: parts! of America, and in comse- 
quenice thereof; Lord Stormont had'icomplainedsto 
the: French ‘court insuch energetic and menacing 
terms, of the assistance afforded by France to’ the | 
_ American. congress, ‘tliat ‘an immediate rupture 
with Great Britain was) apprehended) and «an. 
order was therefore secretly dispatched by oMide 
Sartine, then minister of the marine department, to 
recal the French fishermen from the banks of New- 
foundland. And the better: to pacify the songs 
government,’ Mr. Hodge, an Americammerct 
who- had) equipped «and ‘sent: out: from:Dunlitk 
the privateer by which-a British packet going from 
‘Dover to Ostend, as well:as other British vessels, 
vhad been captured, was sent: to the: Bastile}»and 
the master of the Amphitrite, (which) had recently 
returned to France after landing: her cargo fet: 
tillery, &c. in America, as: just pediment ant 
also committed to prison. Indeed» matte 
became’-so serious, that .M.. de: Béwuhannels ais, 
though he had done nothing’ without the authority 
of. -his. government, fully expected that/a severe 
punishment would be inflicted on him,:as:aimeans — 
of convincing Lord Stormont that: the supplie: 
sent to America had been:furnished ‘without the 
privity, or at: least the sanction, of «the French 
government. He came to-Passy early: im Decein- 
ber,.and complained. in:strong .terms:of. the» treat- 
ment which he was about, to) suffer, saying,» On 
me coupe la. gorge comme a uniagneau, \ &e. But 
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while he was doings this}: MrisAustiny wheohad 
beennidispatched’ bythe’ governmentsof Mawsa- 
chusetts: Bay, awitham account) of the “surrendér 
of General: Burgoyne and chis;whole army, arrived 
at Passy; sandsthis news: beineamade known; M. 
de Beaumarchais:immediately:discarded his fears, 
and returned to: Paris im the highest: spirits,cand 
with such: haste, : thatthe cabriolet in: which:the 
rode was overset, and. one: wf his arms sama seonnee 
on: the wmiyiiosgroy totisd. ols baa wneibaveot. 
Whe: sasmeabionsbirniniilelt rei pbkaatinnt 
grant letters of marque towa ‘number of “French- 
American. privateers, which: harassed'the: English 
eoasting trade, intercepted a great numberof British 
merchant vessels, and:took:many:prisoners?o: Lord 
Stormont, his Britannic Majesty’s: ambassador at 
Versailles; when applied to by the A merican’com- 
missioners relative to an exchange of those prison- 
ersy: haughtily and: unfeelingly gave them for an- 
swer;' “that he réceived no letters fromrebelspam- 
less'they were’ to petition his Majesty’s:spardon!!” 
or words to that effect; His lordship presented 
severalsmemorials’ to: the: French ominister, -com- 
plaining of! the equipment:of American vessels in 
the ports of France, bringing in of their prigés) &é. 
andvof the!assistance France was undérhandédly 
affording the insurgents ; demanding atthe ‘sane 
time a:categorical answer respecting such conduct. 
» On. this occasion Count: De Vergennes: aflected 
to remonstrate? with the American’ commissioners, 


58 1) MEMOIRS OF | PART, IV. 


and on the,16th July, 1777, wiete to them, \that 
they had exceeded the bounds limited at theinsfinet 
interview with him, which ;were expressly, “Que 
la navigation. et commerce Américans éprouveroient 
toutes les facuités en: France, gui seroient compatibles 
avec Vevacte observance de ses traités avec CAngle- 
terre, quil. étoit aah les principes du Roi de remplir 
gdigicudament.olueaeo-ands Snell. aetithyAe ie) a4) M4 
pti ‘This remonstrance acaba Pe ins some measure 
have been influenced by the very. annealing 
counts. latterly received from America;.and whic 
bore,a most unpromising aspect forthe. success. of 
the American cause: In Englandat was peneuatly 
thought, -even by the friends of America; thatvhe 
struggle for independence was at an end, and that 
nothing was left; fer her. but unconditional :sub- 
mission,» Dr; Eothergill, a particular friend of Dr. 
Franklin, anda well-wisher to Americas: in let- 
ter to his nephew, Mr. John Chorley, dated.June 
1777, written withthe «view to :its being?) commu- 
nicated. to Dr. Franklin,.Gwhich it. shortly after 
was,) thus expresses himselfs 9 2.4 01 syso 
.) “Should:thy friend think sic taal to go. to Damp: 
he: may say to Dr. Franklin, that af she) has ene- 
mics in this country, he has also. friends 5) and 
‘must not forget these, because the former ave: ig- 
orant, and, mali cious, yet-all-powerful.. He v wi 
doubtless inform. the Doctor, that. there remains 
nota doubt on this side, the water, , that Ainexigen 
stance is all at. an end—that.the shadow, of con- 
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stessional authority scarce exists++that a ‘general 
defection ‘from ‘that body ‘is apparent—that their 
troops desert by shoals—that the officers are: dis- 
contented—that no new levies ‘can be made—that 
nothing can withstand the British forces, and pre- 
vent them from being masters of the whole conti- 
nent; in short, ‘that the war is at an end, and that 
nothing remains'to be done, butito divide the ‘coun- 
try among'the Conquerors. This is the general lan- 
gdage; ‘and that neither France nor) Spain. will 
afford them any other than a‘kind of paralytic did; . 
enough to énable them to ee a few a 
longer a miserable existence!” pavidusy bE 
“In'the midst’ of this» sip wieee iby slati ior 
aft ‘in America; the news of the surrender of the 
British army commanded by General Burgoyne, to 
that of the Americans wider General Gates, at Sa- 
ratova, on the 17th October, 1777, arrived in 
France; and at the very moment when the French 
cabinet was as yet undecided in regard to the steps 
to be atlopted relative to the United States. This 
inemorable event immediately turned the scale, and 
fixed the French nation in their th to the 
Hart bepeblionsss “ie BRS mst Scho 
‘The news of the defeat and capture: of anid Bri 
tish general and his whole army, was recerved in 
France with as great demonstrations of joy, as if 
it had beén a’ victory gained: by their own arms. 
Dr. Franklin took advantage of this circumstance, 
and suggested to the French ministry, “ that there 
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was not 2 a ) moment: ‘to’ ‘he lost, if. ‘they ‘withedl fo 
seciite the friendship of America, and detach he 

| entirely from the mother-country. ” Urged by 88 
considerations, and fearful lest an accommodation 
might t take place ‘between Great Britain and” her 
colonies, ‘the court of France instantly’ determined 
to declare its intentions, and accordingly, on the 
6th December, 1777, Mons. Gerard, secretary to 
the council: of state, “repaired to the hote t of the 

m erican ‘commissioners, and informe ed them, ‘a “by 

order of the King, ‘that after a long and. nisi 
deliberation. upon their propositions, “babs Majesty y 
had resolved to recognise the independence of, and 

to enter into a treaty of commerce and alae 
with, ‘the United States of America; and that he 
would not only acknowledge their independence, 
but actually ean oi it with all ‘the means i bk is 


Seen 


aati} in an ‘expensive war upon ihe’ pre: ‘wat 
that he did not expect to be reimbursed. by t hem ; 
in ‘fine, the ‘Americans - were not to. ‘think’ that: he 
had entered’ into this resolution solely with a view 
of. serving ‘them, since, independently of ‘his ‘real 
attachment to them and their cause, it was eri: 
dently the interest of France to diminish the power 
of England, by: severing her colonies from her 4 
“Tn consequence of this amicable and frank det 
claration, treaties were soon after entered upon with 
ADS dik ty 


Mons. Gerard, who ¢ on the 30th of January, 17 78, 
had received two distinct commissions from the 
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King. for, that purpose. And on the 6th day of 
February following, a treaty of. amity. and. com- 
merce, and another of alliance eventual and defen- 
sive,. between. his | most. Christian Majesty and the 
thirteen United. States of N orth America, were con- 
eluded and signed | at Paris by the Tespective pleni- 
potentiaries.. | 

_. This forms a memorable epoch in the political 
life of Dr. F ranklin, as well as in the annals of the 
United States, because it was in a great measure 
owing to the aid derived from this. power rful alli- 
ance, t that. the American colonies were ‘enabled to 
resist. the mother-countr y, and eventually to estab- 
lish their independence. | 

Tt was mutually agreed that these treaties should 
be kept, secret till the ratifications were exchanged ; 
but s some ‘time after, accounts havi ing been received 
of. the intention, of the English ministry. to send 
Lord. Carlisle, Mr, Eden, and Governor I ohn- 
stone, as additional commissioners to America, to 
be joined to the commanders-in-chief of the British 
land and sea for ces there, with full powers to treat, 
settle, and agree on terms, even with congress, but 
subject to. the confirmation of parliament; the 
French gov ernment, with the. view to counteract 
any. favor ‘able Tesult to Great Britain from. this p pro- 
ject, immediately, instructed | their ambassador at 
St. Ji ames's (the Marquis de Noailles) to communi- 
cate officially to, the English government, that the 
ahove- mentioned treaties had. been concluded and 


‘ 
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signed. » Omthis, the British cabinet instantly dis=_ 
patched instructions to Lord Stormont, to withdraw 
from the court of France, without taking leave; and. 
this, having been intimated to the, Marquis, de: 
Noailles, he left England about the same time.’ eigie 
- It had been expected that the notification. made 
by. the Fr ench ambassador at London,.of the sigs; 
nature of two treaties, between France and. athe 
Ur nited, States, would have discouraged. the 
tish government from sending commissioners, £0 
America; but this did not happen; their missiom 
however was of no: avail ; notwithstanding every 
art, and. deception. was. made. use, of by them to 
eflect this purpose. _ Governor Johnstone:in- pare 
ticular had publicly. asserted, that Dr. Franklin had 
approved of the propositions the Br itish commissioners 
had carried over with them. This was. an abse 
falsehood, of which Dr. Franklin, as. soon as aj 1p~ 
prised. of it, expressed his indignation to shen 
dent of the state of Pennsylvania, in his letter dated 
Passy, March 19, 1780.7 Git Oh Te kom. aut 
_As there was now no longer any reason to. cide 
the public and formal presentation of the American. 
plenipotentiaries to the King, an early, day, “Was. 
fixed for that purpose, when. Dr. Franklin, wi vith his, 
eolleagues, (attended. by a. considerable number, of 
Americans who were then m Paris,) went to Ver- 
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sailles, ‘and were presented, by Count de’ 'Ver- 
geniies to the King, who received them graciously 
they were ‘afterwards’ presented to the Queen, to 
his’ present Majesty, Louis XVIIL, then Count 
de Provence, and to all the members of the 
royal family then at Versailles.‘ They were after- 
wards introduced to the Count de Maurepas, first 
minister, &c. &c. And these introductions being 
over, Dr. Franklin and his colleagues, with Dr. 
Bancroft, and the editor of these Memoirs, dined 
with the Count de Vergennes; and in the evening 
went by particular invitation to “le Jeu de la 
Reine,” where they found the royal family seated 
at play, round a large table—a considerable heap 
of louis-d’ors lay before each of the players, and 
from the number of these, which from time to time 
were shovelled by the losers to the winners, the 
gaming appeared to be high. On this occasion Dr. 
Franklin was honored by the particular notice of 
the Quéen, who’ courteously desired him’ to stand 
near to her, and as often as the game did not re- 
quire her immediate attention, she took occasion 
to'speak to him in very obliging terms. ; 

~ About the time of these presentations Mr. Deane 
received letters of recal from congress. The rea- 
son assigned for this proceeding, and’ which ap- 


* The Count D’Artois was absent.—A duel having recently 
taken place between his Royal Highness ‘and the Duke de 
Bourbon, they had both been exiled for a short time from court. 
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pears to have been the true one, was his having 
imprudently exceeded his powers and instructions, 
by 1 making engagements with M. du Coudray, a a 
very distinguished engineer, and with many other 
French officers, of such a nature that the congress 
were unable to fulfil them; and therefore thought : 
it necessary, in their own justification, to manifest 
in this way their disapprobation of that part of his 


conduct." He soon after returned to America, 


e 


x The second olinads of fiGeraphival, Literary, and Political 

Anecdotes, &c. printed for Longman & Co. i in 1797, ‘contains, 
an account of Dr. Franklin’s life, in which, at p. 337, is the fol- 
lowing statement, viz. “ Mr. Silas Deane, and Dr. Bancroft; who 
was Secretary to the American Embassy at Paris, were accused 
‘of gambling in the English funds. Bancroft was dismissed, 

and though Franklin interposed in behalf of Deane, and made 
himself some enemies by it in America, yet he could not prevent 
Deane’s being recalled.” Truth impels the Editor here to Say, 
that this assertion is groundless—that Deane could not have been 
recalled in consequence of the charge here mentioned, none such 
having been made, much less acted upon by congress; and his 
recal, from the motives already mentioned, was so sudden and 
unexpected, that it would have been impossibte for Dr. Franklin 
to interfere, had he been desirous of doing so—and i in regard to 
‘Dr. Bancroft, he did not hold any appointment from congress, z and 
the Editor with confidence asserts he was neyer dismissed from 
any, by that, or any other body, or authority. Equally groundless 
is the account, in the same volume, of Dr. Franklin’s having sent 
Mr. Thornton to London to negotiate an exchange of prisoners 
with Lord North. The. person who assumed that name, was 
not as. is pretended, ‘an American Gentleman,” nor was he 
ever employed by Dr. Franklin for any purpose whatever, ; f 
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with M. ‘Gérara’ who was ‘appoitited to reside in 
the United States, as minister plenipotentiary from 
his most Christian Majesty. ‘They both embarked 
at Toulon on board the Lanyuedoc of 100 guns, 
which carried the flag of Count d’Estaing; but this 
was done privately, that the he S iin ola 
might not be known. | 

Hostilities now commenced between Great eB 
tain and France; and the American commissioners 
plenipotentiary were immediately presented” at 
court in’ their public character, with the accus- 
tomed forms, and were very gr aciously received by 
the king and all the royal family. ud 

A French historian, M. Hilliard D Dialelaniniail 
thus notices Dr. Franklin’s first: ty Soom at the 
ride of Versailles. © patna ht 

“Dr. Franklin at length had an interview with 
his most Christian Ntaee he was presented to 
him in the gallery of Versailles, by the Count de 
Vergennes, minister for foreign affairs. On. this 
occasion he was accompanied and followed: by 
a great number of Americans, and ‘individuals ‘of 
foreign states, who were collected together by cu- 
riosity. His age, his venerable appearance, the 
simplicity of his dress on such an occasion, every 
thing that was either singular or respectable in the 
life of this American, contributed to augment the 
public attention. Clapping of hands, and a variety 
of other demonstrations of joy, announced that 

VOL. II, 3 Be 
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warmth of affection, of which the French are more 
susceptible than any other people, and of which 
their politeness and as auiginents the’ jean ‘to 
him'who is the object of it: 

“ His majesty addressed him as folkoiaain | Pree 

© You'may assure the United States of America | 
of my friendship: I beg leave algo to observe; that 
Iam exceedingly satisfied in particular with your 
own conduct, during your residence in ‘my king: 
dom.’ | When the néw ambassador, after this audi- 
ence, crossed the court, in order to’ repair to the 
office of the minister of foreign affairs, the multitude 
waited for him in the tie and hailed am sian 
their acclamations.” 

. Dr. Franklin was wihdduibtedld the fittest persott 
that could have been found for rendering éssential 
services to the United States at the court of France. 
He was well known as a philosopher throughout 
all Europe, and his character was held in the 
highest estimation. ‘In France: he was. received 
with the ‘greatest marks. of respect by all the lite- 
rary characters; and this was extended amongst 
all classes of men, and particularly at the court. 
His personal influence was a very consider- 
able. To the effects of this were added those of 
various writings which he published, tending to 
establish the credit and character of the United 
States ; and to his exertions in’ this way may in’ no 
small degree be ascribed, not only oe free’ bis 
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obtained from the French oovernment, but also 
the loans negotiated in Holland, which greatly 
contributed to bring the war to \a favorable conclu- 
sion, and the establishments of sibealaaie eerisal 
dence. * we AOL (ii . cy 
eh the sehciiea of these tr i NR at the 
ae, of. France, Dr. Franklin’ had: received from 
congress their commission -to negotiate a treaty of © 
friendship and commerce with the court of Spain. 
On, this, occasion), he, waited on, Count d’Aranda, 
the Spanish, ambassador.at Paris, and left with him 
a.copy, of his commission; and some time after ad- 
dressed. to him; the following letter. 


To His EXceLLEncy THE enya p’ARANDA, 
blind na 14 OCa OCC : 
aT Sun Longe, sei hats sedate. April.7, 77. 
lodwpads Aleft; inyour excellency’s hands, to-be 
communicated, if you please, to your court, a dupl 
cate of the, commission from the congress, ap-_ 
pointing me to go to Spain. as their. minister pleni- 
potentiary... But as I understand that the receiving 
sucha, minister, is: not, at, present thought conve- 
nient,, and I am sure the congress would have 
- nothing done that: might incommode in the least a 
court they so much. respect, I shall therefore post- 
pone that journey till circumstances may make, it 
more suitable., In the mean time, I beg leave to 
lay before his Catholic Majesty, through the hands 
of your excellency, the propositions contained in a 
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epratahion of congress, dated December 30, 1776, 
Vidises jey da 
ss That if his Catholic Majesty: ell join with the 
United States in a war against Great Britain, they 
will assist in reducing to. the possession of. ‘Spain 
the town and harbor: of | Pansacola ; provided the 
inhabitants of the United States shall have the free 
navigation of the Mississippi, and the use of ‘the har- 
bor of Pensacola; and will, (provided it shall be 
true that his Portuguese. Maj esty has) insultingly 
expelled the vessels of these states from his ports, 
or has. confiscated any, such vessels,) declare war 
against the said king, if that, measure shall be 
agreeable to, and supported by, the. courts, of 
France and. Spain.” 
It is understood that the Starr union ici 
between these two. courts ; and in case Spain and 
France should think fit to attempt the conquest of 
the English sugar islands, the congress have fur- 
ther proposed: to furnish provisions to the amount 
of two millions of dollars, and to join the fleet em- 
ployed. on the occasion, with six frigates.of not less 
than,24 guns each, manned and fitted for services 
and to render any other assistance which may, be in 
their power, as becomes good allies; without,de- 
siring for themselves the caer of any of the 
said islandsy) sid) vwaaotly ol MB 
.\ These. ethosaises are subject to Andale aid 
to, weceive, such, iastanoe™ pas), ini found 
leit al saritad (O'S Satay ad’ oho AG oe he oR 
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With great respect, I have the honor to be your 

Excellency’s most obedient and most humble ser- 

vant, | B. FRANKLIN. 


This negotiation was not carried further at the 
time, and subsequently Mr. Jay was sent by con- 
gress as their special minister to the court of Spain; 
where his patience and ability were equally dis- 
played to his own credit, ‘and the interest of his 
country, which he ever had at heart. a7 


We must now revert to some less important cir- 
cumstances that occurred about this time, and 
which were omitted in the precise order of their 
dates, to avoid interrupting the account of transac- 
tions of greater moment. BaP atins 

‘An incident, though trifling of itself, ‘yet, “as re- 
lating to a great personage, and as connected with 
Dr. Franklin’s memoirs, ought not to be omitted! 

At the time of the visit to Paris of the Emperor 
Joseph If, brother to the queen of France, (then 
travelling under the title’ of Count de Falkenstein;) 
Dr: Franklin received the following ‘note from the 
envoy rn the Grand cali - gnarl resident at 


A Monsieur le Docteur Franklins: ice 
8 © EXAbbE Niccoli prie Monsieur Franklin de 
lai faire’ Vhonnéur “de’ venir déjeuner chez lui Mer- 
credi matin, 28 de ce mois, 4 9 heures. ‘Hl ‘lui 
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donnera une bonne tasse de chocolat. Tl lasstre 
de son respect. | i : isfloox ll 


Du petit Luvembourg, Lundi, 26 Mai, 17775 


“To this: note, found among Dr. Franklin’s pa- 
pers, is added the following memorandum i in his , 
hand-writing. | cat 6 

“The above is itt the Abbé Nicéoli;" ininister 
of the Grand Duke of Tuscany. The intention of it 
was, to give the emperor an opportunity of an in- 
terview with me, that should appear accidental. 
Monsieur Turgot and the Abbé were there to be 
present, and by their knowledge of what passed, 
to prevent or contradict false reports. The em- - 
peror did not appear, and the Abbé Niccoli since | 
tells me, that the number of other persons who 
' visited him that morning, of which the emperor 
was informed, prevented his coming; that at 
12, understanding i ah were. gone, he: came 5 
but I was gone also.” | os i oP 

The cause sth AaWivtte becoming very popular m 
France, and the number of officers out of eniploy 
being so considerable, Dr. Franklin was” -ex- 
tremely harassed by the numerous applications: for 
service in the armies of the United States. The 
following letter to a friend is so fully and strongly 
descriptive of his sentiments and feelings on this 
subject, and in other respects so entertaining, that 
we here insert it. HF Ys O86 RR RP 


a 


PART IV. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. zy 


it % GE Mp bay 
ent LO Ris 
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f Passy, 

You know, my dear friend, that Iam not 
capable of refusing you any thing in my power, 
which would be a real kindness to you, or any 
friend of yours; but when I am certain that what 
- you request would be directly the contrary, I ought 
to refuse it. I know that officers going to. Ame- 
rica for employment will probably be disappointed; 
that our armies are full; that there are a number of 
expectants unemployed, and starving for want of 
subsistence; that my recommendation will not 
make vacancies, nor can it fill them, to the preju- 
dice of those who have a better claim; that some 
of those officers I have been prevailed on to recom- 
mend have, by their conduct, given no favorable 
impression of my judgment in military merit; and 
then the yoyage is long, the passage very expen- 
sive, and the hazard of being taken and imprisoned 
by the English, very considerable. | If, after all, no 
place can be found affording a livelihood for the gen- 
tleman in question, he will perhaps be distressed in a 
strange country, and ready to blaspheme his friends 
who, by their solicitations, procured for him so 
unhappy a situation. Permit me to mention to you, 
that, in my opinion, the natural complaisance of 
this country often carries people too far in the arti- 
cle. of recommendations. You give them with too 
much facility to persons of whose real characters _ 
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you know, nothing, and sometimes at the request 
of others of whom you know as little. Frequently; 
if a man has no useful talents, is good for nothing, 
and burthensome to his relations, or 1S indiscreet,. 
profligate and extravagant, they are glad to get rid 
of him by sending him to the other end of the worlds, 
and for that purpose scruple not to recommend 
him to those they wish should recommend him to . 
others, as “un bon sujet—plein de mérile, &c o.&e. 
In consequence of my crediting such recommenda- 
tions, my own are out of credit, and I cannot ad- 
vise any hody to have the least dependance, on 
them. If, after knowing this, you persist im de- 
: siring my recommendation for this person, who.is 
known neither to me nor to you, I will give it, 
though, as 1 said before, I ought to refiaie site hist, 


+7 SST. 


* For cases of this:kind, and ena it was aliaintale dmpossi- 
ble to refuse, Dr. Franklin drew up the following asa model iy 
such letters of recommendation, and actually employed it id 
some instances, to shame the persons making such indiscreet 
applications; and to endeavor, in some measure, to put a stop 
to them. , deal aaa c 
Model of a Letter of Recommendation of a person you are 
See DCU IAEA with. | 
SIR, | Paris, April 2, acting 
Witt The bearer of this, who is going to America, cesses 
me to give him a letter of recommendation, though I know no- 
thing of him, not even his name. This may seem extraordinary, 
but. I assure you it is not uncommon here. _ Sometimes, indeed, 
one “unknown person brings another equally, unknown, to re- 
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These applications are my perpetual torment. 
People will believe (notwithstanding my repeated 
declarations to the contrary) that I am sent hither 
to engage officers —In truth I never ‘had any such 
orders. It was never so much as intimated to me 
that it would be agreeable to my constituents. I 
shave even received for what I have done of the 
kind, not indeed an absolute rebuke, but some 
pretty strong fints of disapprobation. Nota day 
passes in which I have not a number of soliciting 
visits, besides letters. If I could gratify all, or any 
of them) it would be a pleasure. I might indeed 
give them the recommendation and the promises 
they desire, and thereby please them for the pre- 
sent; but when the certain disappointment of the 
expectations with which they will so obstinately 
flatter themselves shall arrive, they must curse me 
for complying with their mad requests, and not 
undeceiving them; and will become so many ene- 
mies to our cause and country. You can have no 
conception how I am harassed. All my friends 
are sought out and teazed to teazeme. Great offi- 


commend him; and sometimes they recommend one another ! 
As to this gentleman, I must refer you to himself for his cha- 
racter and merits, with which he is certainly better acquainted 
than I can possibly be: I recommend him however to those 
civilities which every stranger, of whom one knows no harm, 
has a right to; and I request you will do him all the good 
offices; and show him all the favor that, on further acquaintance, 
you Shall ‘find ‘him'to deserve. T have the honor to be, &c. 
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cers of all ranks, in ‘all departments} ladies, ereat 
and small; besides professed’ solicitors, ‘worry me 
from morning to night.) The noise of every coach. 
now that enters my ‘court terrifies me. I am afraid 
to accept an invitation to dine abroad, being al- 
most sure of meeting ‘with some officer or officer's 
friend, who, as soon as I am'put in'good humor by 
a glass or two of champaigne, begins his attack 
upon me. Luckily I do not’ often in my sleep 
dream of these vexatious situations, or I should be 
afraid of what are now my only hours of comfort: 
If, therefore, you have the least remaining kind 
ness for me, if you would not help to drive me out 
of France, for God’s sake, my dear friend, let this 
your twenty third 3 aah ihe be your last. Yours, 
ke. | | fr SB: FRANKLIN,” tf 
4 WGWatet. meee recoded 

The following letter, on the same subject) “was 
addressed ‘by Dr. Franklin to an impertinent and 
unknown applicant ; and contains some wholesome 
advice in a tart and bitin style. . Nid PaO 


Sr > 5 


Pass y near Paris, Amrit 6, 1777. 


; ihe o 


Sir, | a 
I have just been honored with a letter from 
you, dated the 26th past, In which you express 
your self as astonished, and appear to be angry 
that you have no answer to a letter you wrote me 
on the 11th of December, sop — ud sure was 
delivered to me. et Moshe ey 


PART IV. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. Zo > 


In exculpation of myself, I assure you that I 
never received any letter from you of that date. 
And indeed, being then but four days landed at 
Nantes, 1 think you could scarce. have heard so 
soon of my being in Europe. 

But I received one from you of sis 8th of es anu- 
ary, which own I did not answer. It may dis- 
please you if I give you the reason ;: but as it may 
be of use to you in your future correspondences, I 
will hazard that for a gentleman to whom J feel 
myself obliged, as an American, on account of his 
good-will to our cause. 

Whoever writes to a stranger should abies 
three points; 1. That what he proposes be practi- 
cable. . 2. His propositions should be made in 
explicit terms, so as to be easily understood. 3. 
What he desires should be in itself reasonable. 
_ Hereby he will give a favorable impression of his 
understanding, and create a desire of further ac- 
quaintance. Now it happened that you were negli- 
gent in a// these points: for, first, you desired to 
have means procured for you of taking a voyage 
to America “ avec sureté ;? which is not possible, 
as the dangers of the sea subsist always, and at 
present there is the additional danger of being taken 
by the English. Then you desire that this may 
be “ sans trop grandes dépenses,” which is not intel- 
ligible enough to be answered, because, ‘not know- 
ing your ability of bearing expenses, one cannot 
judge what may be trop grandes. Lastly, you de- 
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sire letters of address to the'congress and to Ge- 
neral Washington ; which it is not reasonable to 
-ask of one who knows no more of you than that 
your name is Lirn, and that you live at BAYREUTH. 

In your last you also‘express yourself in vague 
terms, when you desire to be informed whether you 
may expect “d’étre regu d’une maniére convenable” 
in our troops? » As it is impossible to know what 
your ideas are of the manicre convenable, how'cait 
oné answer this? And then: you demand, whe- 
ther I will support you by. my authority in giving 
you letters of recommendation? [doubt hot your 
being a man of merit; and knowing it yourself, 
you may forget that it is not known to every body: 
but reflect. a moment, sir, and you will be con- 
vinced, that if I were to practise giving letters of re- 
- commendation to persons of whose character ‘I 
knew no more than I do of yours, my peecaprsiecid 
ations would soon be of no authority atall. > 
_» L thank-you, however, for ‘your. kind. econ of 
being serviceable to’ my) countrymen ; and I wish 
in-return that: I could be of service to yowin the 
scheme you have formed of going’ to America! 
But numbers of experienced officers here have of- 
fered to go over and join our army, and!I could 
give them no encouragement, because I have no 
orders : for: that, purpose;.and I know itextremely 
difficult to place them when ‘they arrive there. jel 
cannot but think, therefore, that it_is_best.for_you 
not to make so long, so expensive, and so hazard- 
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ous a voyage, but to take the advice of your friends, 
and “ stayin Francona.” Ihave the honor to be, 
sir, &e. | -) B, Franxuin. 


Before we return to political occurrences, as 
eonnected with the memoirs of Dr. Franklin, we 
have to notice an attempt that was made in 1777; 
to detract, if not to annul, the great discovery of the 
American philosopher, for the protection of| build 
ings and ships from the effects: of lightning. Mr: 
B. Wilson; F.R.S., who had formerly, at a meet? 
ing of the Royal Society, protested unsuccessfully 
against the pointed conductors ‘of Franklin, now 
endeavored, by certain experiments, publicly exhi- 
bited at the Pantheon, to prove the superioriadvan- 
tage of knobs to points, or the greater safety tobe 
derived from blunt to sharp lightning conductors: 
These experiments, it is said, ‘were much  counte- 
nanced by the king, who attended them, with some 
of the royal family ; but their fallacy was soon: dis- 
covered, as appears by the following article: on 
the subject, in the London mi uuraiey Post.of} the 
16th Sept. 1777.. 

1 Monday, Mr. B. Wilson magpieatbte his expiil 
ments at the Pantheon, before several fellows of 
the Royal Society, and other persons. Lord Vis: 
count) Mahon," F.R.S. being present, had a great 
dispute with’ Mr.:Wilson’ concerning his ‘experi 
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ments, and showed him that he was wrong in both 
his assertions: first, that. knobs are, better than 
points ; and secondly, that /ow conductors are better 
than high ones. His lordship proved both these 
assertions to, be fase, and) showed also that Mr. 
Wilson had entirely misunderstood, arid had conse- 


quently. misrepresented the, philosophical opinions. 
of Dr. Franklin. Lord’: Mahon» repeated, several 


experiments of bis own, to prove his, assertions ; 
and by invariably succeeding in thema, at. the same 


time; that: those. of; Mr, Wilson ‘failed repeatedly, 


his lordship proved. this;to demonstration 5; and. by 
so doing gave great satisfaction to, the best inform- 
ed persons present.,...Mr. Wilson. went to the other 
- end of the room, as a to avoid seeing ¢ Lord Mahon’s 
experiments. He afterwards, said: that.\he had 


\ 


not changed his opinions, and would publish his,own 


hypothesis; upon,which, Lord, Mahon.,told,, Mr: 
Wilson, in a imost; candid. and |gentleman-like 


manner, that he was very sorry to be obliged to differ — 


in opinion from him, but as the guestzon about con- 
ductors for lightning was of so great importance to 


this country, and to society in general,; that if Mr. 


Wilson should publish an erroneous opinion upon 
this subject, he would also. behets himself: to 
the public to refute him %m print.”))0 06 (ov) lt 

A few days after, Mr. Wilson's lloged improve- 
ment was completely negatived by the discovery 
and exposure of the delusion attending.those ex- 
periments which had. appeared favorable to it. 
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This took place on the 2d October, when several 
members of the Royal Society, and other gentle- 
men conversant with electricity, went to see these 
experiments repeated ; among these were Mr. 
Henly and Mr. Nairne, both fellows of the Royal 
Society, who pointed out and demonstrated the 
fallacy of the expedients intended to establish 
‘Mr. Wilson's philosophical reputation at’ the 
expense of that of Dr. Franklin. | 
» Another member of the Royal Society, elit of 
most of the learned societies of Europe,) the inge- 
nious Dr. Ingenhausz, who had assisted at these 
experiments, afterwards wrote a very vehement - 
letter on the subject, addressed to a friend on'the 
continent, giving a full account of what he called 
Mr. Wilson’s “ charlatanerie.”*. But the letter. is 
too long and violent to be here inserted. 
The writer mentions, that pending these experi- 
ments, the pointed lightnng conductors were e taken 
down sees the queen’s bien ere 


2 ‘Since the publication of the first edition of these memoirs, 
the editor has been satisfied that there was no evidence to jus- 
tify a charge of intentional fraud against Mr. Wilson.—The 
makers of experiments are very liable to be deceived by them, 
and to flatter themselves with a belief that they have made great 
discoveries, when there is no solid foundation, for such belief : : 
aud in these cases self-love often binders them from detecting 
those deceptive circumstances, which are obvious to more dis 


interested persons. / Hine 


* This was a fact; and they have never since been re-esta- 
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The letter concludes with a request that it might 
be communicated to Dr. Franklin, and made’ — 
lie in France. | rnO8 . 

On the letter bemg communicated to Dr. Frank 
lin, and his’ opinion asked with respect to the pré- 
priety of publishing it in Paris, he thus replied. | 


Str, : | Passy, Oct. 14,1777... 
“Tam much obliged by your communica- 

tion of the letter from England. I am of your 
opinion, that it is not proper for publication here: 
_Qur friend’s expressions concerning Mr. Wilson, 
will be thought too angry to be made use of by one 
philosopher when speaking of another, and ona 
philosophical question. _ He seems as much heated 
about this one point, as the Jansenists and Molinists - 
- were about the five. As to my writing any thing on 
the subject, which you seem to desire, I think it 
not necessary, especially as I have nothing to add 
to what I have already said upon it in a paper read 
to the committee,’ who ordered the conductors at 
Purfleet ; which paper is printed in the last French 
- edition of my writings. I pene never entered into 


blished, notwithstanding the condemnation of the pretended 
improvement by the Royal Society, in their reports in favor of 
pointed conductors, and their being consequently generally em- 
ployed for the ice eee a of the of pian mite throughout 
the country. | 

~* Report on Lightning Conductors for the Powder Maga- 


zines at Purfleet, drawn up by Dr. Franklin, Aug. 21, 1772, 


PART IV. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. $1 


any conttoversy in defence of my philosophica 
opinions ;: I leave them to take their chance in the 
world. If they are right, truth and experience 
will support them; if wrong, they ought to be 
refiited. and rejected. Disputes are apt to sour 
one’s temper, and disturb one’s quiet. Ihave no 
private interest in the reception of my inventions by 
the world, having never made, nor proposed to 
make, the least profit by any of them. The king’s 
changing his pointed conductors for blunt ones is, 
therefore, a matter of small importance tome. If 

I had a wish about it, it would be that he had re: 
jected them altogether as ineffectual. For it is 
only since he thought himself and family safe from 
the ‘thunder of heaven, that he dared to use his 
own thunder in destroying his innocent subjects.* 
Tam, sit, yours, &c. pits) 86 TBS FRANKLIN.” 


_ During the months of March, April, and July, 
1778, various schemes were fallen upon by the 
English ministry, privately to sound Dr. Franklin 
on the sail of siiiuaihcmat America. The cor- 


wopanee na creo asapaemese 


~ 


* The foregoing circumstances, united with the then state of 
the British nation, gave rise to the following (pointed ) epigram. 


“ While you, great GEORGE! for safety hunt, 
_ And sharp conductors change for blunt, 
_ The empire’s out of joint. a 
FRANKLIN a wiser course pursues ; 
And all your thunder fearless views, | 
By keeping to the point.” 
et Gh | F 
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respondents or agents employed by them on this. 
occasion, were principally, Mr. Hutton,. William 
Pulteney, and David Hartley, esquires ; the two. 
latter members of parliament. <A full account of 
these attempts, and others that took place at sub- 
sequent periods of the war, with the view to induce 
America to abandon her alliance with France, or 
to treat for peace on terms short of her indepen- 
dence, or of the formal acknowledgment. of it by 
Great Britain ;. together with, all the letters, memo-, 
rials, and diplomatic documents. exhibited on the 
oceasion, will be found in Part ILI. of. Parnes 
CoRRESPONDENCE.! | 
The alliance with France was REE In 
America asa pledge of the safety and liberty of 
the country. The immediate fruit of it was the 
powerful aid’ sent thither by France, in the squa- 
dron of the Count D’Estaing, consisting of eleven 
ships of the line, six frigates, and considerable land 
ferces. Previous to its departure, Dr., Franklin) 
had. furnished the French government with a plan 
for, surprising the British fleet and. army then in, 


* This Part has been specially Revoted to thin subject, sack 
contains a regular and minute account of all the overtures and 
negotiations public and private, in which Dr. Franklin was con- 
cerned, and which finaily led to peace with America as an inde- 
pendent state; thus forming a separate and uninterrupted his- » 
tory of these interesting and important transactions ; which was 
thought preferable to interspersing them through these me- 
MOIIS. 
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the Delaware; and Count D’Estaing was directed 
to execute this important enterprise. A better 
choice of a commander could not have been made: 
he united “uncommon ardor and intrepidity, great 
military knowledge, vigilance, and circumspection, 
_a quick decision, and a perfect command of him- 
self in the most trying moments. 

The enterprise would in all probability have 
proved successful, had it not been for an un- 
exampled series of bad weather and contrary 
winds. | 

The Count took his departure from Toulon the 
13th April, 1778. In the Mediterranean he had 
to encounter with such contrary winds, that it was 
not in his power to pass the straits of Gibraltar till 
the 17th May. The calms and light winds that 
afterwards attended him on the ocean, prevented 
the arrival of his fleet at the mouth of the river 
Delaware before the 7th July. In consequence of 
these unforeseen obstacles, the French admiral 
arrived too late, for the English army had evacu- 
ated Philadelphia after their defeat at Monmouth, 
and their fleet was then riding in cee safety at 
Sandy Hook. 

It is not our province to pursue farther the 
Count’s operations ; suffice it, that his presence on 
the American coasts served to establish the new 
alliance, and cultivate a friendship between the 
two countries at a very critical time; and that he 
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7 employed his ships in. the best manner ipa circum- 


| 


stances would permit. 
_ But fleets and armies were not the only support 


-to the American cause, derived from the alliance 


with France, through the influence of Dr. Frank- 
lin... For military ; stores and large sums of money 
were col en at his disposal by the French govern- 
ment, in consequence of his representations and. 
pressing solicitations. These timely succors were 
of infinite use, and greatly assisted the Americans 
in sustaining their independence. By means. of 
the pecuniary advances, which were. chiefly gifts, 
Dr., Franklin was enabled for several years. to 
honor bills drawn from America to a large amount, 
and to pay the interest of a loan the congress had | 
effected, on the express stipulation of the interest 
being paid in cash in Europe. | He also paid the 
salaries of all. the American ministers or agents 
employed in Europe, and gave considerable assist- 
ance to the American prisoners in England, and to. 
those who escaped or were exchanged, to aid their 
return to the United States. 

In June, 1778, Dr. Franklin’s ota friend, Mr. 
Hutton," secretary to the Moravian Society, ap- 
plied to him for a protection against American 
cruisers, for a, vessel the society annually dis- 
patched to. their missionaries on the coast of Labra- 


.* The same as waceniound ii Private Correspondence, Parts I. 
and WIT. |. wa 
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dor : this Dr. Franklin, with his usual humanity, 
readily acquiesced in; and immediately forwarded 
to Mr. Hutton a pass,’ which he afterwards ‘annu- 


4 'To all Captains and Commanders of Vessels of War, Priva- 
teers, and Letters of Marque, ee to the United 
States of America. | 

‘Gentlemen, sm pore see 

The religious society commonly called the 

Moravian Brethren, having established a mission on the coast of 

Labrador, for the conversion of the savages there to the Christian 
religion, whieh has already had very good effects in turning 
them from their ancient practices of surprising, plundering, and — 
murdering such white people, Americans and Europeans, as, for 
the purposes of trade or fishery, happened to come on that 
coast ; and persuading them to lead a life of honest industry, 
and to treat strangers with humanity and kindness: and it 

being necessary for the support of this useful mission, that a 

small vessel should go thither every year to furnish supplies and 

necessaries for the missionaries and their converts; which vessel 

for. the present year is a ++++++ of about seventy-five tons, 

called the +++++--++ whereof is master Captain +++++- age 

This is to request you, that if the said vessel should happen to 

fall into your hands, you would not suffer her to be plundered, 

or hindered in her voyage, but on the contrary afford her any 

assistance she may stand in need of: wherein I am confident 

your couduct will be approved by the congress and your owners. 
Given at E9e8y near Paris, this «+++ day of «esses sooo 

B. FRANKLIN, 

"Minister Plenipotentiary from the United 

(Seal.) States of America, at the court of France. 

P. S. The same request is respectfully made to the command- 


ers of armed vessels belonging to France and Spain, friends of 
the said United States. . B. FRANKLIN. 
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ally renewed during the .war:. the present. was 
saivbliesrcense by the following note. 


To Mr. Hutton, London. 
My dear old friend has here the paper vr de- 


sired. —We have had. a marble monument made at 
Paris for the brave General Montgomery, which is 
gone to America. If it should fall into the hands 
uf any of your cruisers, I expect you will exert 
yourself to get it restored to us, because I know 
the generosity of your temper, which likes to do 
handsome things, as well as to make returns. You 
‘see we are unwilling to rob the hospital ; we hope 
your people will be found as averse to pillaging the 
dead. Adieu. Yours, B. FRANKLIN. — 
| 1 ee June 23, 1778. be 


x 


With the same wonted philanthr opy; and swith a 
view to the advancement of science, ‘natural his- 
tory, and navigation, Dr. F ranklin, shor tly after, as 
minister plenipotentiary from the United States of 
America, issued a protection for Captain Cook, 
his vessel and people, against all American 
cruisers." 


* To all Captains and Commanders of armed ships acting by 
Commission from the Congress of the United States of 
America, now in war with Great Britalt . 

GENTLEMEN, 

~ A ship having been fitted out from England before, 
the commencement of this war, to make discoveries of new 
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Dr. Kippis,°a distinguished literary character, 
who published a Biographical Dictionary, had 
asserted, in his Life of Captain Cook, upon what 
he deemed authority, that Dr. Franklin’s orders, 
as above, were instantly reversed, and that it was 
directed by congress, to seize Captain Cook, if an 
opportunity of doing it occurred: but Dr. Kippis, 


countries in unknown seas, under the conduct of that most 
celebrated navigator, Captain Cook ; an undertaking truly lau- 
dable in itself, as the increase of geographical knowledge facili- 
tates the communication between distant nations, in the exchange 
of useful products and manufactures, and the extension of arts, 
whereby the common enjoyments of human life are multiplied 
and augmented, and science of other kinds increased to the 
benefit of mankind in general ; this is, therefore, most earnestly 
to recommend to every one of you, that in case the said ship, 
which is now expected to be soon in the European seas on her 
return, should happen to fall into your hands, you would not con- 
sider her as an enemy, nor suffer any plunder to be made of the 
effects contained in her, nor obstruct her immediate return to 
England, by detaining her or sending her into any other part of 
Europe or to America, but that you would treat the said Cap- 
tain Cook and his people with all civility and kindness, affording 
them, as common friends to mankind, all the assistance in your 
power, which they may happen to stand in need of. In so. 
doing you will not only gratify the generosity of your own dis- 
positions, but there is no doubt of your obtaining the approba- 
tion of the congress, and your other American owners. .I have 
the honor to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 
B. FRANKLIN, 
Minister Plenipotentiary from the congress of the 
United States to the court of France. 
Given at Passy, near Paris, 
this 10th day of March, 1779. 
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finding that the information he had published: was 
false, addressed a letter to the editor of the Gentle- 
man’s Magazine, in September, 1795, and, therein 
publicly acknowledged his mistake. Indeed the 
magnanimous proceeding of Dr, Franklin in grant-. 
ing the passport was so. well known, in England, 
and the sentiments it manifested so much approved 
by the British government itself, that; when Cook’s 
Voyage was printed, the admiralty, board. sent a 
copy of the work, in three volumes quarto, to Dr. 
_ Franklin, aceompanied with the elegant collection 
of plates, and a very polite letter from Lord Howe, 
‘signifying, that the present was made with the 
king's express approbation: and the Royal Society 
having, 1 in honor ef that illustrious, navigator, one 
of their members, struck some gold medals to be 
distributed among his friends and the friends of 
his voyage, one of those medals was also sent. to 
Dr. Franklin, by order of the society, together 
with a letter from their president, Sir Joseph Banks, 
expressing likewise, that it was sent with the bue 
probation of the king. | 
Another opportunity occurred some time after, 
for Dr. Franklin to give an additional proof of his 
benevolence: of which he availed himself, in erant- 
ing a similar protection to a vessel sent with provi- 
sions and clothing, as a charitable donation from 
the citizens of Dublin to certain sufferers in the 
West Indies.” 


* See PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE, 2d Ed. rite a. 72, 
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In short, Dr. Franklin, through life, let no oppor- 
tunity escape him, either m a public or private 
situation, in which, by any act of his, he could be 
useful to his fellow-creatures, Whegher friends or 
enemies. 

No-one who did not witness it, can conceive 
how much his reputation as a philosopher, and his 
situation as American minister, subjected’ him to 
the applications of projectors, speculators, and ad- 
venturers of all descriptions. The following me- 
morandums of only one day’s annoyance of this | 
nature, taken from a little journal he kept, may 
tend to give some idea of it. 


| « Passy, Sunday, Dec. 13, 1778. A.M. 


«¢ A man came to tell me lie had invented a machine, which 
~ would go of itself, without the help of a spring, weight, air, 
water, or any of the elements, or the labor of man or beast, 
and with force sufficient to work four machines for cutting 
tobacco; that he had experienced it; would show it me if I 
would come to his house, and would sell the secret of it for 
two hundred louis.. | doubted it, but promised to go to-him 
in order to’ see it. | | 

A Mons, Coder came with a proposition in writing, to 
levy 600 men, to be employed in landing on the coast of Eng- 
land and Scotland, to burn and ransom towns and villages, in 
order to put a stop to the English proceedings in that way in 
America. I thanked him, and told him I could not approve 
it, nor had I any money at command for such purposes ; 


moreover, that it would: not be permitted by the government 
here.” 6 
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_ A man came with a request that I would patronise and 
recommend to government, an invention he had, whereby a 
hussar might so conceal his arms and habiliments, with. _pro- 
vision for twenty-four hours, as to appear a common traveller; 
by which means a considerable body might be admitted into 
a town, one at a time, unsuspected, and afterwards assembling, 
surprise it. I told him I was not a military man, of course 
no judge of such matters, and advised him to apply to’ the 
Bureau de la Guerre. He said he had no friends, and 
so could procure no attention.— The number of wild schemes 
proposed to me is so great, and they have heretofore taken so 
much of my time, that I begin to reject all, though possibly 
some of them may be worth notice. | sigs ra 

“ Received a parcel from an unknown philosopher, who 
submits to my consideration a memoir on the subject of ele- 
mentary fire, containing experiments in a dark chamber. It 
seems to be well written, and is in English, with a little tinc- 
ture of French idiom. I wish to see the experiments, without 
which I cannot well judge of it.” 


About the commencement of the year 1781, Dr, 
Franklin, from his age, infirmities, and the confine- 
ment of business, began to be weary of his situation 3 
as minister at the court of France, and. requested 
leave to retire; as will appear by the following ex- 
tract from one of his public dispatches to the presi- 
dent of congress. A, 
een Passy, 12th March, 1781. 
“T must now beg leave to say something 
relating to myself, a subject with which I have not 


* Afterwards discovered to be Marat, of subsequent notorious 
. memory. | try 
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often troubled the congress. I) have passed my 
75th year, and I find that the long and severe fit of 
the gout which I had the last winter, has shakeh me 
exceedingly, and | am yet far from having recovered 
the bodily strength I before enjoyed. I do not 
know that my mental faculties are impaired; per- 
haps I shall be the last to discover that; but lam 
sensible of great diminution in my-activity, a quality 
I think particularly necessary in your minister at 
this court. I am afraid, therefore, that your affairs 
may some time or other suffer by my deficiency.. 
I find also that the business is too heavy for me, 
and too confining. The constant attendance at 
home, which, is necessary for receiving and accept- 
ing your bills of exchange, (a matter foreign to my 
ministerial functions) to answer letters, and perform 
other parts of my employment, prevent my. taking 
the air and exercise which my annual journies for- 
merly used to afford me, and which contributed 
much to the preservation of my health. ‘There are 
many other little personal attentions which the in- 
firmities of age render necessary to an old man’s 
comfort, even perhaps in some degree to the conti- 
nuance of his existence, and with which business 
often interferes. I have been engaged in public 
affairs, and’ enjoyed public confidence, in some 
shape or other, during the long term of fifty years, 
an‘honor inne to 5 satisty ee ambi- 


oatan I hope nee congress will orant me, by eat 
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ing some person to supply my place. At the same 
time I beg they may be assured, that it is not any 
the least doubt of their success in the glorious cause, 
nor any disgust received in their service, that in- 
duces me to decline it, but purely and simply the 
reasons above mentioned. And as I cannot at 
present undergo the fatigues ofa sea voyage (the 
last having been almost too much’ for me), and 
would not again expose myself to the hazard of 
capture and imprisonment in this time of war, I pur- 
pose to remain here at least till the peace; perhaps 
it may be for the remainder of my life; and if any 
knowledge or experience I have acquired at this 
court may be thought of use to my successor, I shall - 
freely communicate it, and assist him with any in- 
fluence I may be a netg to have, or stain that 
may be desired: of me.” pee, Ws 
The congress refused to comply with this request, | 
which Dr. Franklin thus notices m a geet toa 
ffiénds to BET EE ESS a 


. August 24, 1781. 
 ——¢ The congress have done me the honor to 
refuse accepting my resig gnation, and insist on. my | 
continuing in their service till the peace. I must 
therefore buckle again to the business, and thank 
God that my health and spirits are of late improved. 
I fancy, it may have been a double mortification to 


© For the remainder ‘of this na see bee ConnnsPon- 
DENCE, 2d Ed. vol. 1. p. 76. 


PART AV. . BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 93 


those enemies you have mentioned to me, that I 
should ask as a favor what they hoped to vex me 
by taking from me; and that I should nevertheless — 
be continued. But these sort of considerations 
should never influence our conduct. We ought 
always to do what appears best to be done, without 
much regarding what others may think of it. I call 
this continuance an honor, and I really esteem it 
to be greater than my first appointment, when I con- 
sider that all the interest of my enemies, united with 
my own request, were not sufficient to prevent it.” 


In consequence of this decision of the congress, 
Dr. Franklin thought it his duty to continue in his 
situation, in spite of all personal considerations; 
and did so for many years after, to the great ad- 
vantage of his country. 

_A friend of Dr. Franklin’s having written to him 
to urge his continuance as minister, and making 
him some flattering compliments on the occasion, 
the Doctor thus replied: 

——*‘* Your comparison of the key-stone of an arch 
is very pretty, tending to make me content with my 
situation. But I suppose you have heard our story 
of the harrow: if not, here it is. A farmer in our 
country sent two of his servants to borrow one of a 
neighbor, ordering them to bring it between them 
on their shoulders. When they came to look at it, 
one of them, who had much wit and cunning, said, 
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What could our master mean by sending only two 
men to bring this harrow? no two men upon earth 
are strong enough to carry it. Poh! said the other, 
who wasvain of his strength, what do you talk of two 
men?-one man may carry it: help it upon myshould~ 
ers and you shall see. As he proceeded with it, the’ 
wag kept exclaiming, Zounds! how strong yow are!+ 
I could not have thought it. Why, you are a Sam-’ 
son! ‘There is not such another man in America.’ 
What amazing strength God has given you!’ But 
you will kill yourself! Pray put it down and rest a‘ 
little, or let me bear a part of the weight. No, no, 
said he, being more encouraged by the compliments 
than oppressed by the burden: you shall see I can. 
carry it quite home. . And so he did.—In this par- 
ticular, lam afraid my part of the imitation nen se | 
ne of sia original. i ae 


| A considerable sensation was occasioned about’ 
this time, both in America and Europe, by the 
treachery of the American general, ARNOLD. As 

accounts then and since have greatly differed with 

respect to some of the causes and circumstances 

relative to it, the following extracts from letters: 
written (shortly after the occurrence) to Dr. Frank- 
lin, from two of his correspondents in America, 
may perhaps elucidate that extraordinary event, 
which had nearly proved ei to the best interests 

of America. 
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af Newport, Rhode Island, dated Oct. 10, 1780. 

“ By this ship you will receive an account of the iti 
son and apostacy of one of our greatest generals, (who went 
over from us to the enemy O5th September last,) and the happy 
detection of it before the treason was carried into execution. 
General Arnold has buried all his military glory, and sent his 
name down in history execrated with contempt and infamy. 
He will be despised not only by us in the United States, but 
by all the nations of Europe;.and in all future ages. There is 
reason to believe that he meditated, with the reduction of West: 
Point on the 27th September, the betraying, at the same time, 
of General Washington and the minister of France, into the 
hands of the enemy: for his excellency the Chevalier de la 
Luzerne told me, that passing through West Point on his way 
hither on the 24th, the day before the detection, General 
Arnold importuned him even to’ indecency to tarry and rest 
there four or five days. And Arnold also knew that General 
Washington would meet there about the same time on his re- 
turn from an interview with the French officers at Hartford. 
General Arnold isa loss. But America is so fertile in patriots, 
that we can afford to.lose a distinguished patriot or two every’ 
year, without any essential injury to the glorious cause of liberty 
and independence. 'The greatest injury he can do us will be 
in information. However, the present state of the American 
army is now so good, as that the most thoroughknowledge of 
it will rather do us benefit than an injury. The seasonable 
execution of Major André (the seducer), adjutant-general of 
the British army, on the 2d instant, will probably deter such 
adventurers for the future. 

“ Congress, and the assemblies through the states, continue 
firm and unshaken; and they have a cordial support in the 
union of the main body of the people at large, notwithstanding 
the efforts of tories and governmental connexions intermixed in 
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all parts, whose Sysiphean labors only pull ruin upon them- 
selves. 

~« The storm still blows heavy. But our “ship will ride it 
through. With joy we look forward, and with undoubting 
assurance enolpel the sweets and the final triumph of Ame- 
rican Tiber ty.” 


Philadelphia, dated 12th Oct: 17800" 

0 The late providential discovery of Arnold’s Plot, 

which appears to have been for a considerable time in agita- 

tion, has induced a belief that Rodney had something further 

in. view than.merely counteracting the design of the reaae de 
Guichen. . mn ; 

“ Ina controversy and revolution such as this, dak former 
friendships and intimacies subsisted between the contending 
parties, and where men of upright intentions took ‘different 
sides, and men of all characters were engaged in the ‘contest, 
it would not have been strange or uncommon if conspiracies 
had been formed; but to the honor of the American army, 
ARNOLD is: the first, and it is believed the only Ameéricati’ 
officer, who has, during this war, entered into'a conspiracy to 
betray his country.. You know the character’of the mani: he 
was brave but avaricious, fond of parade, and not very scrupu- 
lous about the means of acquiring money to defray the ex- 
penses of it. He had married a young woman who had been 
distinguished by General Howe’s Meschianzi Knights, and her 
father was not remarkable for his attachment to the American’ 
cause. The expensive manner in which Arnold lived ian Phi- 
ladelphia reduced his finances, and the accounts he exhibited 
against the public underwent a scrutiny at the board of trea- 
sury, not much to the advantage of his honor and honesty ; 
which, joined to his disappomtment in the case of the Active, 
and the result of the court-martial instituted on the complaint 
of the council of Pennsylvania, soured his temper, and ren- 
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dered him a fit object for Clinton’s views. By letters found 
among his private papers, it appears that Captain André, one 
of Sir H. Clinton’s aids, had commenced ,.a correspondence 
with Mrs. Arnold in 1779, under pretence of supplying her 
with millinery: whether it was continued till it was ripened 
into the plot of betraying West Point into the hands of the 
enemy, I will not undertake to say; but that the scheme had 
been some time in agitation, appears evidently from this, that 
while the enemy were making preparations for executing their 
purpose, and giving out that their design was against Virginia, 
the same reports were circulated in Lord Cornwallis’s camp 
in South Carolina, and measures were taken to make us be- 
lieve he meant to second the, expedition, by marching through 
North Carolina, and forming a junction with Sir, Henr ry on 
his arrival in Virginia. At this time Rodney arrived at New 
York, and it is conjectured: the design was, as soon as they 
had gained possession of West Point, and cut off the commu- 
nication between the western and southern states, to turn their 
whole force against the French fleet at Rhode Island. | This 
it is true is but conjecture, but it must be confessed the object 
-was great; and had: Rodney succeeded, he would have finished 
the year with as much éclat as he began it,. ‘The providential 
discovery of the plot blasted the schemes of our enemies. 

The annexed, -a specimen of American poetry, well de- 
scribes the popular feeling on the occasion, 


_ ON GENERAL ARNOLD. 


At Freedom’s call, see Arnold take the field, 
With honor blazon’d on his patriot shield: 

His gallant feats'a dazzling lustre spread’: 

And circling glories beam’d around his head. 
His well-earn’d praises were consign’d to fame; 
And fate decreed him an immortal n hame, 


* 
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But when, estrang’d from freedom’s glorious cause, 
Neglecting honor, and its sacred laws, a 
Impell’d by motives of the basest kind, 8 
Which mark the vicious, mean, degen’rate mind— an " 
To virtue lost, and callous to disgrace—* 
The traitor hiding with the hero’s face— © 
His canker’d heart, to sordid views a slave, © 
To mammon yielding all that freedom gave, 

Enleagu’d with friends of that detested tribe— 


Whose ‘god is gold, whose saviour is a bribe— .* 
Could basely join, his country to betray, 


And thus restore a ruthless tyrant’s sway— 
On freedom’s sons impose the galling yoke, 
And crush each foe to vice beneath the stroke; 


Not all his laurels in the field obtain’d, 


Not that which Philip’s son by conquest gain’d ; ©” 


© Not all that once adorn’d great Cesar’s brow, ire 


Nor all that Washington may challenge now— 


- Could save a wretch, whom crimes like these debase 


So far beneath the rank of human race: 

But stung with keen remorse, his guilty soul | 

In vain shall seek repose from pole to pole; 
Perpetual anguish shall torment his breast, “hs 
And hellish demons haunt his troubled rest: 
Not even death shall shield his hatedname, = 
For still the caitiff shall survive to fame, | 

By fate’s decree—who thus pronounce’d his lot: = * 


_ © Too bad to die, too base to be forgot— « ¥ 


Thy crimes succeeding ages shall proclaim, ;  )- 
And Jupas be forgot in ARNOLD’s name,” . 


October, 1980. 16; Fs sucoeds! epi val i gear aaa 
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The following letter from Dr. Franklin to the 
Marquis de la Fayette, then serving in the Ameri 
can army, also makes mention of Arnold’s treason, 
and hints at the price or reward he received from 
the British government for his treachery. This letter 
will also be found interesting in other respects. 


To THE Marauis DE LA FAYETTE, 

Dear Sir, Passy, May 14, 1781. 

You are a very good correspondent, which 
I do not deserve, as I am a bad one. The truth 
is I have too much business upon my hands, a 
great deal of it foreign to my function as a minister, 
which interferes with my writing regularly to my 
friends. But I am nevertheless extremely sensible 
of your kindness in sending me such frequent and 
full intelligence of the state of affairs on your side 
of the water, and in letting me see, by your letters, 
that your health continues, as well as your zeal, for 
our cause and country, ; 

I hope that by this time the ship which has the 
honor of bearing your name, is safely arrived. 
She carries clothing for near 20,000 men, with 
arms, ammunition, &c, which will supply some of 
your wants; and Colonel Laurens will bring a con- 
_ siderable addition, if Providence favors his pas- 
sage. You will receive from him the particulars, 
which makes my writing more fully by him unne- 
cessary. 

Your friends have heard of your being gone 
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against ‘the traitor ARNOLD, and are anxious to 
hear of your success, and that you have ‘brought 
him 'to punishment.: Enclosed is a copy of a letter 
pine: his agent i England,’ captured. bysonémf | 


‘ Coie of letter from Mr, Meyrick, army agent in London, 
-to General Arnold. ee 
SIR, Parliament Street, Jan. 30,, 1781. 

I am honored with your several letters enclosing bills 
on Harley and Drummond to the amount of 50001., the'receipt 
of which I have regularly by packet acknowledged: On the 
day they were paid I invested the amount in the fund ‘you 
mentioned, and it was a very favorable time. 1 flatter myself 
it will meet ‘your approbation, also the mode in which it was- 
done. prs § iia 9 Be SOL) PS Bi 
As it is possible some directions ater come from you for 
‘disposing of the money in some other mode, I thought it might 
not be so advantageous to lock it up totally, as it might | be a 
Jong while before I could receive a power of attorney “from you 
to transfer, had I put it in your name ; and meantime ‘the divi- 
dend could not be received for your ‘use. ‘The mode T have 
adopted has been used in like cases, and can be instantly 
altered to any you direct, on your favoring me with aletter. © 

- The account is as follows, viz. 7? 
_, Bought by Samuel and William Scholey, stock-brokers, for 
‘Maipr General, Arnold, 70001. stock, in new 4 per cents. 
712, as follows :— 
wie name of Major-General Benedict Arnold: 
1001. stock a. 71 } new 4 per cent. ty Paid | 


‘} (EFT TaR- 


69001. stock a. 71 } in name of James Mey- £4987 10. 0 
ves MLS] rick, Esq. | - Wet Stishey inv aoe 
‘70000. ia ya i, mf utah Thige. ‘fai ethabal (00 
Commission paid to brokers. - - + - 8 150 
Letter of attorney to receive dividends, -... ,9, 1. 6 
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our cruisers, and by which the price or reward. he 
received for his treachery may be guessed at. 
Judas sold only one man, Arnold. three millions. 
Judas got for his one man thirty pieces of silver ; 
Arnold not a halfpenny a head. . A miserable 


There then remains of the 5000l. three pounds thirteen shil- 
lings and sixpence. | ; 

Thus, by this method, if I receive any instructions from you 
for employing your money in a different manner, T can sell out 
the 6900/., and dispose of your money agreeable to your direc- 
tions before this letter reaches you; and, if it is your wish that 
‘it should remain in the funds, it can be placed under your name 
by my transferring the 6,900/. and joining it to your 1001, 
The reason of. my purchasing the latter sum in your name was, — 
that you might have an account open. Also, the power of 
attorney now enclosed, will enable me to receive the dividends 
on the whole 70001. stock, after I have made the transfer, 
_should you choose I should de so. I hope I have made myself 
properly understood, and can assure you I have, to the best of 
my abilities, acted for you as myself. I have the honor to. be, 
Sir, your obedient, and most humble servant, 

JAMES MEYRICK. 
Major-General Arnold. | : 


N.B.—In addition to this supposed purchase-money of tlie 
general himself, the following pensions were afterwards granted 
to his family. By warrant dated J uly 20, 1783. 

To Edward Shippen 
~ “James Robertson. 
~-> © George, and 

| _ Sophia Matilda 

‘By warrant dated 12th June, 1805. 
- To Sophia Matilda ARNOLD. - 0° 2)» (v= 100/. 


ARNOLD -_ -. >= . 4000. 
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bargain ! especially when one considers the quan- 
tity of infamy he has acquired to himself, bron 
entailed on his family. 

The English are in a fair way of gaining atin 
more enemies: they play a desperate game. For- 
tune may favor them as it sometimes does a drunken 
dicer. But by their tyranny in the East they have 
at length roused the powers there against them ; 
and I do not know that they have in the ‘West a 
single friend. If they lose their India commerce, 
(which is one of their present great supports,) and 
- one battle at sea, there credit is gone, and their 
power | follows. Thus empires by pride, folly, and 
extravagance, ruin themselves like > individuals. 
M, la Mote Piquet has snatched from between 
their teeth a good deal of their West India prey, 
having taken twenty-two sail of their homeward- 
bound prizes. One of our American privateers 
has taken two more, and brought them into Brest, 
and two were burnt: there were thirty-four i in com- 
pany, with two men of war of the line and two 
frigates, who saved themselves by flight ; but we 
do not hear of their being yet got in. 

I think it was a wise measure to send Colonel 
Laurens here, who could speak knowingly of the 
state of the army. It has been attended with all 
the success that perhaps could reasonably be ex- 
_pected, though not with all that was wished. He 
has fully justified your character of him, and 
returns thoroughly possessed of my esteem; but 
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that cannot and ought not to please him so much 
as a little more money would have done for his 
beloved army. This court continues firm and 
steady in its friendship, and does every thing it can 
for us. Can we not do a little more for ourselves ? 
_ My successor (for I have desired the congress to 
send me one) will find it in the best disposition 
towards us, and I hope he will take care to culti- 
vate that disposition. You, who know the leading 
people of both countries, can perhaps judge better 
than any member of the congress of a person 
suitable for this station. I wish you may be in 
the way to give your advice when the matter is 
agitated in that assembly. I have been long tired 
of the trade of minister, and wished for a little 
repose before I went to sleep for good and all. I 
thought I might have held out till the peace; but 
as that seems at a greater distance than the end of 
my days, I grow impatient. I would. not, how-. 
ever, quit the service of the public, if I did not 
sincerely think that it would be easy for the con- 
gress, with your counsel, to find a fitter man. 
God bless you, and crown all your labors with 
success. With the highest regard and most sin- 
cere affection, I am; dear Sir, &c. &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


Notwithstanding Dr. Franklin’s various and 
important occupations, he occasionally amused 
himself in composing and printing, by means of a 
small set of types, and a press he had in his house, 
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several of » his light essays, bagatelles, or “jeu 
_ esprit, written chiefly for the amusement of his in- 
timate friends.'' Among these were the following, 
printed on a half sheet of coarse paper, so as to 
imitate, as much as possible, a portion of a Boston 
eeetePet TOMAR 

~The repeated accounts received from America 
of the horribly cruel manner in which. the Indian 
‘allies of Great Britain prosecuted the war against 
the peaceable inhabitants of the United States ; 
murdering defenceless farmers, with their’ wives — 
and children, and carrying off their scalps for the 
reward promised. in proportion to the number, 
(said already to have amounted to two thousand;)* 
was the foundation of the first fictitious article in 
this pretended “ SUPPLEMENT (0 the Boston Inde- 
pendent Chronicle.” .\- | i A tetanod 

The other article is a jeu a esprit of a gayer 
turn, originating from a memorial of the British 
ambassador, . Sir Joseph Yorke, reclaiming the 
king’s ships the Serapis and Countess of Scar- 
borough, prizes carried into Holland by the Ame- 
rican squadron under Commodore Jones; whom 
‘Sir Joseph in his Memorial designated “ the Pirate 
Paul Jones of Scotland; a rebel subject, and a 
erminal of the state.” | 


its f) ¥ 
a r¢€ 


~* Several of these will be ‘given in the Selection of his 
-WrITIN6s, to follow these Memoirs, ©) 

* See Letter to-Mr. rgiiliti of ned G bie PRIv. CoRR. 
Part I, ; 
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.. The deception intended by this supposed ““Sup- 
PLEMENT, (which was very accurately’ imitated 
with respect to printing, paper, the insertion ‘of 
advertisements, &c.) was, that by transmitting it to 
England, it might actually be taken for what it 
purported to be, and .the two prominent articles 
‘contained im it, consequently, copied, into the 
English papers, as genuine intelligence from Ame- 
HBAs Tete wo to olbet ois) grb! hesmaqunopat ates 

The end proposed thereby, was to shaine ‘the 
British government: It is uncertain whether this 
artifice succeeded as well as a similar one of Dr. 
Franklin’s, the “ Prussian Edict,” did, as related 
in his Privare CorrEsPoNDENCE.’ 

» The following is a:copy of the présent interidad 
ddooupptions as printed ; with the omission only of 
the advertisements, and some of the names,’ titles, 
and epithets, in the latter article. 


N rte 705. 
hae DAIL hoa 


_ TO THE 


_BOSTON INDEP EN DEN T CHRONICLE. 


| parton, March 12, 1782. 
Extract of a Letter from Capt. Gerrish, of the New England 
Militia, dated Albany, March 7. 
Tue Peltry taken in the expedition [See the account of 
the expedition to Oswegatchie on the river St. Laurence, 


+ Part II, Letter to Governor Franklin, Oct. 6, 1773. 


© 
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in our paper, of the Ist instant}, will, as you see, amount to 
a good deal of money. The possession of this booty at first 
gave us pleasure; but we were struck with horror to find 
among the packages eight large ones containmg SCALPS 
of our unhappy country-folks, taken in the three last years 
by the Senneka Indians from the inhabitants of the frontiers 
of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Virginia, and- 
sent by them as a present to Col. Haldimand, governor of 
Canada, in order to be by him transmitted to England. They 
were accompanied by the following curious letter to that 
gentleman. . 
| Teoga, Jan. 3d, 1782. - 
May it please your Excellency, | 

At the request of the Senneka chiefs I send herewith to 
your excellency, under the care of James Boyd, eight packs 
of scalps, cured, dried, hooped, and painted, with all the 
Indian triumphal marks, of which the following is invoice and 
explanation : 


No. 1. Containing 43 scalps of congress soldiers, killed in 
different skirmishes: these are stretched on black hoops, 
four inches diameter; the inside of the skin painted red, 
with a small black spot to note their being killed with 
bullets. Also 62 of farmers, killed in their houses: the 
hoops red; the skin painted brown, and; marked with a 
hoe; a black circle all round, to denote their being sur- 
prised in the night; and a black hatchet in the middle, 
signifying their being killed with that weapon, 

No. 2. Containing 98 of farmers killed in their houses : hoops 
red; figure ofa hoe, to mark their profession ; great white 
ote and sun, to show they were surprised i in the day- 
time ; a little red foot, to show they stood. “upon their de- 
fence, and died fighting for their lives and families. 
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No. 3. Containing 97 of farmers; hoops green, to show 
they were killed in their fields ; a large white circle with a 
little round mark on it for the sun, to show that it was in 
the day-time ; black bullet-mark on some, hatchet on 
others. | 

No. 4. Containing 102 of farmers, aiieeds of the several 

marks above; only 18 marked with a little yellow flame, 
to denote their being of prisoners burnt alive, after being 
scalped, their nails pulled out by the roots, and other tor- 
ments : one of these latter supposed to be a rebel clergy- 
man, his band being fixed to the hoep of his scalp. Most 
of the farmers appear by the hair to have been young or 
middle-aged men; there being but 67 very grey heads 
among them all; whith makes the service more essential, 

No. 5. Containing 88 scalps of women; hair long, braided 
in the Indian fashion, to’ show they were mothers; hoops 

blue; skin’ yellow ground, with little red tadpoles, to re- 
present, by way of triumph, the tears or grief occasioned to 
their relations: a black scalping-knife or hatchet at the 
bottom, to mark their being killed with those instruments. 
17 others, hair very grey; black hoops; plain brown co- 
lor; no mark, but the short club or cassetete, to show 
they were knocked down dead, or had their brains beat 
out... 

No. 6. CE 193 boys’ scalps, of various ages; small 
green hoops; whitish ground on the skin, with red tears 
in the middle, and black bullet-marks, knife, eenntat or 
club, as their deaths happened. | 

No. 7. 211 girls’ scalps, big and little; small yellow hoops ; 
white ground ; tears; hatchet, club, scalping-knife, &c. 

No. 8. This package is a mixture of all the varieties above- 
mentioned, to the number of 112; with a box of birch 
bark, containing 29 little infants’ scalps of various sizes 5 
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wismall whitehoops; white: ground; ‘nootears;vand only a 
» ‘little’ black: knife in themiddle, tovshow | rai were’ — 
st Bf their: mothers’ bellies: » i betes 

+ Peele ita worry tin eT. if 

With these packs the chiefs send to your excellency the 
following speech, delivered by Conejogatchie in council, in- 
terpreted by: the elder — the ag and: taken rayne by 


‘me in writing. on | Poel howls arene tse 
a ahaha thls a Pea aye A Hiyhlas treee “beat Bradieht 
» Kather, i La ty SVT sete WAG = aH Weta, 


We send you herewith ‘many scalps, that yow may see we are 
“not tile friends. | HUA CpgQeune ey ae 

A Sa YN A blue Belt. 

Ore D1 an ert eee wren »I 
We wish you to send these scalps over the water to the great 
- tking, that he may regard them and berefreshed ; and that 
he may see our faithfulness’ in destroying his enemies, and 
* be*convinced that ‘his ite have't not ‘been’ made to un-— 
. casi people. : genes An 
God vee and nice Belt with ved Tassels 


Father, ud | 

Attend to what I am now going to say: it is a matter of 
much weight: » Tle great. king’s' enemies are -many, and 

they:grow fast in number. They were formerly lke young 
) panthers: they could neither. bite nor: scratch: we could 

play with them safely : we feared nothing they could do to | 
-oousa’ But now their bodies are become big»as the elk,-and 
“ strong:as the buffalo: they have also got great: and sharp 
-» claws. They-have driven us*out-of our country for’ taking 
‘© partim-your quarrel. .We expect the \great:king» will give 
“us another country, that our children may: live after ausy/and 
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be his friendsand children, as:we are. Say this for us to 
ati great king: | To enforce it, we:give this belt. 
. owe U0 A ht white Belt with blue. Tassels. 


et . 

We have only to say farther, that your traders exact more 
than ever for their goods: and our hunting is lessened by 
the war, so that we have fewer skins to give for them, 
This ruins us.. Think of some remedy.’ We are poor: 
and you have plenty of every thmg. We know: you will 

send us powder and guns, and knives and hatchets : but .we 
also want'shirts and blankets. 

p axis be | A little ro Belt. mt 


I do not doubt ‘but ‘that your excellency will think it pro- 
per to give some farther encouragement to those honest peo- 
ple. ~The high prices they complain of are the necessary 
effect of the war. Whatever presents may be sent for them 
through my hands shall be distributed with peers and 
fidelity. I have the honor of being | yh 

- Your Excellency’s:most si aciaiia 
And most humble servant, 
JAMES CRAUFURD. 


It, was at first proposed to bury these scalps: but Lieute- 
nant Fitzgerald, who you know has got leave of absence to 
go to, Ireland on his private affairs, said he thought it better 

they should proceed to their destination; and if, they were 
given to him, he would undertake. to. carry them to England, 
and hang them all up in some dark night on the ‘trees in 
St. James’s Park, where’ they could, be seen from. the king 
and queen’s palaces in the morning; for thatthe sight of 
‘them might. perhaps strike Muley Ishmael (as he. called him) 
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with some compunction of conscience. They were a¢cord- 
ingly delivered to Fitz, and he has brought them safe hither. 
To-morrow they go with his baggage in a waggon for Bos- 
ton, and will probably be there in a few days after this letter. 
I am, &c. > 04 
SAMUEL Gaonsaa 
Pe caer March 20. 

» Monday last arrived here Lieutenant Fitzgerald above- 
mentioned, and yesterday the waggon with the scalps. Thou- 
sands of people are flocking to see them this morning, and 
all mouths are full of execrations. Fixing them/to the:trees _ 
is notapproved. Itis now proposed to make them up in 
decent little packets, seal and direct them; one to the king, 
containing a sample of every sort for his museum; one to 
the queen, with some of women and little children: the 
rest to be distributed among, both houses of. ALTE Hep 
double quantity to the sa raved co yee rode deals 

rer hy iste 

Mr. Willis, ei ee 

Please to insert in your useful paper’ the seaneiliy copy 
of a letter from Commodore Jones, directed 


LOWE. hej kaos tas ve eC eeme 


te 3 ‘ Ipswich, New England, 
‘Sir, | Ce 8 March 7178108 
‘Tnave lately seen a memorial said to have been ‘presented © 
by your excellency to their high mightinésses’ the States 
‘General, in which you are neat to qualify ime renee 

‘title of pirate. ibang eters 
A pirate is defined to be hostis sont generis fan enemy 
to all mankind]. It happens, sir, that [am an enemy to'no 
part of mankind, except your nation, the English; which 
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nation at the same time°comes much more within the defini- 
tion, being actually an enemy to, and at war with, one whole 
quarter of the world: America, considerable part of Asia 
and Africa, a great part of Europe, and in a fair way of be- 
ing at war with the rest. 

A pirate makes war for the sake of rapine. This is not 
the kind of war I am engaged im against England: Ours is 
a war in defence of diberty—the most just of all wars; and 
of our properties, which your nation would have taken ‘from 
us, without our consent, in violation of our rights, and’ by an 
armed force. Yours, therefore, is ‘a war of rapine; of course, 
@ piratical war: and those who approve of it, and are engaged 
in it, more justly deserve the name of pirates, which you be- 
stow on me.’ It is indeed a war that ‘coincides with the 
general spirit of your nation. Your common people im'their 
ale-houses sing the twenty-four songs of Robin Hood, ‘and 
applaud his deer-stealing and his robberies on the ‘highway : 
those who have just learning enough to read, are'delighted 
with your histories of the pirates and of the buecaniers ¥ and 
even your scholars in the universities, study Quintus Curtius, 
and are taught to admire Alexander, for what they call “ his 
conquests in the Indies.” Severe laws and the hangman 
keep down the effects of this spirit somewhat among your- 
selves (though in your little island you have, nevertheless, 
more highway robberies than there are in all: the rest of 
Europe put together): but a foreign war gives it full scope. 
It is.then that, with infinite pleasure, it lets itself loose to 
strip of their property honest merchants, employed: in the 
innocent and useful occupation of supplying the mutual wants 
of mankmd. Hence, having lately no war with your ancient 
enemies, rather than be without a war, you chose to make 
one upon. yours friends. In this your piratical,-war with 
Americas the mariners,of your fleets and the owners of your 
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privateers were animated against us by the act of your parlia- 
ment, which; repealed the law of God—* Thou shalt not 
steal,”’—by. declaring it lawful for them to rob us of all our 
property. that they could meet with on the ocean. This act 
too had a retrospect, and, going beyond bulls of pardon, de- 
clared that'all the robberies .you had committed, ‘previous te 
the act, should be deemed: just and lawful. .. Your soldiers 
-'teo were promised the plunder of our cities and your officers 
were flattered..with the division of .our lands. . You had even- 
the baseness to corrupt our servants, the sailors employed by 
us, and encourage them to rob their masters, and bring to you 
the ships, and goods they were intrusted with. Is there any 
society of pirates on the sea.or land, who, in declaring wrong 
to be right, and right wrong, have less authority than your 
parliament? Do any of them more justly than your parlia- . 
ment deserve the title you bestow on me?., .. desta 
.», You will tell me that we forfeited all our estates ffi our 
refusal to pay the taxes your nation would have imposed on 
us. without the consent,.of our colony. parliaments... Have 
you then forgotten the incontestable principle, which was. the 
foundation of Hampden’s glorious Jawsuit, with, Charles’ the 
First, that “ what an’ English king has no right to demand, 
an English subject has a right to refuse?” But you. cannot so 
soon have forgotten the instructions of your late, honorable 
father, who, being himself a,sound whig, taught . you certainly 
the principles of the revolution, and that, “if subjects might 
in some cases. forfeit their property, kings also might, forfeit 
their. title, and all claim to the allegiance of their: ' subjects.” 
I must then suppose you well acquainted with those whig 
principles ; on which permit me, sir, to ask a. few questions. 
Is not protection as justly. due from a ‘ent to his people, 


as obedience from the people to hein king? spate eters aaa 


‘ , - ; é 
a4 , Poe sd 
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if then a king declares his people to be out of his protec- 
tion : 

Af he violates and deprives them af their constitutional 
is : 

If he wages war against them: L 

If he plunders their merchants, ravages their coasts, burns 
their towns, and destroys their lives : , 

If he hires foreign mercenaries to help bapa in their de- 
struction: 

If he engages savages to murder their defenceless farmers, 
women, and children : . 

If he cruelly forces such of his subjects as fall into his 
hands, to bear arms against their country, and become execu- 
tioners of their friends and brethren: 

If he sells others of them into bondage, in Africa and the 
East Indies: | | 

If he excites domestic insurrections among their servants, 
and encourages servants to murder. their masters :— 

Does not so atrocious a conduct towards his subjects 
dissolve their allegiance ? 

If not ,—please to say how or by. what means it can pos- 
sibly be dissolved ? 

All this horrible sciualte dedaed abd Warleatita has den and 
daily 1 is practised by the **** your master (as you call him 

im your memorial) upon the Americans, whom he is. still 
pleased to claim as his subjects. 

During these six years past, he has destroyed not less than 
forty thousand of those subjects, by battles on land or sea, 
er by starving them, or poisoning them to death, in the un- 
wholesome air, with the unwholesome food of his prisons. 
And he has wasted the lives of at least an equal number of 
his own soldiers and sailors; many of whom have been forced 
into this odious service, and dragged. from their families and 
friends, by the outrageous violence of his illegal, press-gangs. 

VOL. IT, H 
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You are a gentleman of letters, and have read history: do you 
recollect any instance of any tyrant, since the beginning of 
the world, who, in the course of so few years, had done sO 
much mischief, by ** ********? Let us view one of the 
worst and blackest of them, Nero. He put to death a few 
ef his courtiers, placemen, and pensioners, and among the 
vest his tutor. Had. ***A* MOMS A. FS % Sidome vam 
same, and no more, his crime, though detestable, as an act 
of lawless power, might have been as useful to his nation, as 
that of Nero was hurtful to Rome; considering the different 
characters and merits of the sufferers. Nero indeed wished 
that the people of Rome had but one neck, that he might 
behead them all by one stroke: but this was a simple wish. 
****** is carrying the wish as fast as he can into execu- 
tion; and, by continuing in his present course a few years 
fonger, will have destroyed more of the ******* people — 
than Nero could have found inhabitants in Rome. Hence 
the expression of Milton, in speaking of Charles the First, 
that he was “ Nerone Neronior,” is still more applicable 
to #¥**#* HX KX Tike Nero and all other 
tyrants, while they lived, he indeed has his flatterers, his ad~ 
dressers, his applauders. Pensions, places, and hopes of pre- 
ferment, can bribe even bishops ‘to approve his conduct: 
but, when those fulsome purchased addresses and panegyrics 
are sunk and lost in oblivion or contempt, impartial history 
will step forth, speak honest truth, and rank him among 
public calamities. The only difference will be, that plagues, 
pestilences, and famines are of this world, and arise from the 
nature Of things: but voluntary malice, mischief, and murder; 
are from hell : and this * *** will, therefore, stand foremost | 
in the list of diabolical, bloody, and execrable tyrants. His | 
base-bought parliaments too, who sell him their souls, and | 
extort from the people the money with which they. aid his 
destructiye purposes, as they share his guilt, will share his — 
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infamy,—-parliaments, who, to please him, have repeatedly, 
by different votes year after year, dipped their hands in human 
blood, insomuch that methinks I see it dried and caked so 
thick upon them, that if they could wash it off in the Thames, 
which flows under their windows, the whole river would run 
red to the ocean. . 

One is provoked by enormous wickedness; but one is 
ashamed and humiliated at the view of human baseness. It 
afflicts me, therefore, to see a gentleman of Sir J. Y.’s 
education and talents, for the sake of a red riband and a paltry 
stipend, mean enouyh to style such a * * ** *** fjs master, 
wear his livery, and hold himself ready at his command even 
to cut the throats of fellow-subjects. ’ This makes it impos- 
sible for me to end my letter with the civility of a compli- 
ment, and ebliges me to subscribe myself simply, 


JoHN Paun Jonns,' 


whom you are pleased to style a pirate. 


* Anecdote of Paul Jones.—After Jones’s crew had landed 
at Lord Selkirk’s, stripped the house of the plate, and taken it 
on board, the ship lay-to, while Jones wrote a letter to his lord- 
ship, which he sent on shore. In this letter he candidly acknow- 
ledged that he meant to have seized him, and to have detained 
him as a person of much consequence to him in case of a cartel; 
but disclaimed any concern in taking away his plate; which, he 
said, was done by the crew, in spite of his remonstrances; who 
said they were determined to be repaid for the hardships and 
dangers they had encountered in Kirkcudbright Bay, and in 
attempting to set fire, a few days before, to the shipping in the 
harbor of Whitehaven. Jones however informed his lordship, 
that he had secured all the plate, and would certainly return it 
to him at a convenient opportunity. This he afterwards punc- 
tually performed, by sending it to Lord Selkirk’s banker, in 
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~ Dr. Franklin had a great opinion of the effects - 
to be produced by suitable writings in the public 
prints, as will appear from the iotlbwihig letter to 
Dr. ace 
Passy, June 13, 1782, 
i ee Sr ei 

-‘ I congratulate you on the late revolution in 
your public affairs. Much good may arise from 
it, though possibly not all that good men, and 
even the new ministers themselves, may have 
wished, or expected... The change, however, in the 
sentiments of the nation, in. which I. see evident 
effects of your writings, with those of our deceased 
friend Mr. Burgh, and others of our valuable club, 
should. encourage, you to proceed. The ancient 
Roman and ‘Greek orators could only speak te 
the number of citizens capable of bemg assembled 
within the reach of their voice; their writings had 
little effect; because the bulk of the people could 
not read. Now by the press we can speak to na- 
tions ;, and good books, and well-written pam- 
phlets, have great and general influence... The 
facility. with which the same truths may be repeat- 
edly enforced by placing them in different lights, 
in newspapers which are everywhere read, gives a 


London. . Any person who. doubts the fact, may be convinced 
of its reality, by referring to the addenda to Gilpin’s Tour to the 


Lakes of Scotland, where they will find it authenticated, by Lord 
Selkirk himself, 
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eveat) chance of establishing them.’ And we now 
find, that it is not only right to strike while the 
iron is hot; but that it is very practicable to heat it 


by continual striking.” 
| Or Ae eee eee ele 


In the month of June, 1782, Mr.: Jones, after- 
wards Sir William Jones, so eminently distin- 
euished for his virtues, genius, and learning, came 
to Paris, accompanied by the late Mr. Paradise, 
with the intention of proceeding thence to. Ame- — 
rica. These gentlemen had been long connected 
by a most intimate ‘friendship, and the object’of 
this journey is stated by Lord Teignmouth Gin his 
life of the former) to have been “ professional, to 
procure. the restitution of a very large estate ofa 
client and friend, which had been attached by an 
order of the States, who had threatened the confis- 
cation of the property unless the owner appeared 
in person to claim it.”. His lordship adds, “ This 
object is mentioned by Mr. Jones in his'correspon- 
dence, and his own evidence will be conclusive 
against some surmises and insinuations, which were 
propagated respecting the motives of his intended 
journey. The irresolution of his friend, increased 
by indisposition, prevented the execution of the 
plan, and Mr. Jones, after having procured a pass- 
port from Franklin, the American ‘minister at the 
court of France, returned to England through 
Normandy and Holland.” Of Sir William Jones's 
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account of ‘his motives for going to America, 
as given by him to his friends in England, the 
editor has no knowledge ; but at Passy, where -he 
and Mr. Paradise frequently partook of the hospi- 
talities and ‘conversation of Dr.. Franklin, Mr. — 
Jones assigned no other motive for his intended 
voyage, than that of accompanying his friend, and 
eratifying his curiosity by seeing a country for 
whose rights he had been a decided: advocate. 
Mr. Paradise had never been the client of Mr. 
Jones, notwithstanding their friendship, he having 
never been engaged in any lawsuit in England, nor 
had he the smallest need of a-lawyer in America, 
where nothing more was required than his presence 
to avoid the penalty to which absent proprietors 
residing in a country at that time hostile, were 
made liable, unless they came to the United States 
within a limited time ; a penalty which Mr. Para- 
dise did in fact avoid, without any lawyer, and 
even without going to Ameriea, until nearly five 
years after the war had. terminated. . It could not 
therefore have been a professional object which ac- 
tuated Sir William Jones in this undertaking ; and 
in fact, by some expressions which escaped from 
him in a conversation with Mr. Jay (one of the 
American plenipotentiaries), the latter strongly 
suspected, that the real purpose of this intended 
visit to the United States, was to endeavor to pro- 
duce a disposition in persons of influence there, to 
accept a reconciliation with Great Britain, on 
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terms more favorable, or less humiliating, than 
those of absolute independency; and this suspicion 
soon after received a strong confirmation in: the 
mind of Mr. Jay, upon his accidentally noticing in 
a printed account of the then recent proceedings 
of the “society for constitutional information,” 
which had been incautiously put into his hands by 
. Mr. Jones, a communication. made by the latter to 
this society, of his intention to leave England 
speedily on a mission greatly connected with the 
‘interests and welfare of his country. As the editor 
has not been able to procure this publication, he 
cannot pretend to give any thing more than the 
import of the words of this communication, which 
however made so strong an impression upon Mr. 
Jay, that he took the first opportunity of writing 
to his friends in congress, &c. to put them on their 
guard against any attempts of Mr. Jones for 
the purpose before-mentioned. Probably this com- 
munication gave rise to the “ surmises and insinua- 
tions’ mentioned by Lord Teignmouth. In fact, 
Mr. Paradise was not in any want of a lawyer, 
and especially an English lawyer; nor was his 
estate in Virginia of the magnitude supposed by 
Lord Teignmouth, nor his finances in such a state 
as to enable him to defray the expenses of the 
voyage intended by Mx. Jones, and much less to 
afford him a compensation for leaving his then 
iacreasing professional business in England. But 
whatever may have been Mr. Jones's object in 
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going to Airis: the failure of it, by ‘Mr. Para- 

dise’s timidity and unwillingness to ‘proceed ‘fur- 
ther, after they had reached Nantes, was so dis+ 
pleasing to Mr. Jones, that it there produced a 
separation, and final termination of all intercourse 

between these sania: durmg ie remainder of 
their lives. 

While at Paris, Mr. Jones put into the asides of : 
Dr, Franklin the followimg composition, entitled; 
A Fracment or Porysivus, which certainly was 
well calculated-to promote that sort of reconcilia= : 
tion which is supposed to have been the real object. 
of his intended voyage to the United States, and — 
which, from its intrinsic merits, as well as the cele- 
brity of the author, will, it is presumed, be accept- 
able to the readers of these memoirs. If.to be con-. 
sidered as a diplomatic document, it is undoubtedly; 
of a very superior pages sane are evident. 

| ol 


A FRAGMENT OF 


POLYBIUS. nes 
Brom his Treatise On the Athenian Government. 
AtrueEns had long been an 1 object of universal admira. 

tion, and consequently of envy: her navy was invincible, hes | 
commerce extensive; Europe and Asia supplied her with ie 
wealth; of her citizens, all were intrepid, many virtuous 5 
but some too much infected with principles unfavorable to 
freedom. Hence an oligarchy was, in great measure, esta- 
blished ; crooked counsels were thought supreme wisdom ; 
and the Athenians, having lost their true relish for their owa_ 
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freedom, began to attack that of their colonies, and of the 
states which they had before protected! ‘Their arrogant 
claims of unlimited dominion had compelled the Chians, 
Coans, Rhodians, Lesbians, to join with nine other small 
communities in the social war, which they began with incon- 
ceivable ardor, and continued with industry surpassing all 
example, and almost surpassing belief. ‘They were openly 
assisted by Mausolus, king of Caria, to whose metropolis the 
united islands had sent a’ philosopher, named Eleutherion, 
eminent for the deepest knowledge of nature, the most solid 
judgment, most approved virtue, and most ardent zeal for the 
cause of general liberty. The war bad been supported for 
three years with infinite exertions of valor on both sides, with 
deliberate firmness on the part of the allies, and with una- 
bated violence on the part of the Athenians; who had, 
nevertheless, dispatched commissioners to Rhodes, with in- 
tent to propose terms of accommodation ; but the states 
{perhaps too pertinaciously) refused -to hear any proposal 
whatever without a previous recognition of their total inde- 
pendence by the magistrates and people of ArnEeNs. It 
was not long after this, that an Athenian, who had been a 
pupil of Iszus together with Demosthenes, and began to be 
known in his country as a pleader of causes, was led by 
some afiairs of his clients to the capital of Caria. He wasa 
man unauthorised, unemployed, unconnected ; independent 
in his circumstances as much as in his principles; admitting 
no governor, under. providence, but the laws; and no laws 
but those which justice and virtue had dictated, which wis- 
dom approved, which his country had freely enacted. He 
had been known at Athens to the sage Eleutherion; and, 
their acquaintance being renewed, he sometimes took occa- 
sion in their conversations to‘lament the increasing calamities 
of war, and to express his eager desire of making a general. 
peace on such terms as would produce the greatest good from 
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the greatest evil; for “ this,” said he, “would be a work 
not unworthy of the divine attributes, and if mortals could 
‘effect it, they would act like those beneficent beings, whom 
Socrates elinted to be the constant friends and attendants 
of our species.” o 

»He added, “As to the united nations, [ iin tdiliee 
and almost envy them: I am even tempted to wish that I 
had been born a Chian or a Rhodian; but let them be satis- 
fied with the prize of virtue which they have already obtained: 
I will yield to none of your countrymen, my friend, in my 
love of liberty ; but she seems more lovely to my eyes, when 
she comes. hand-in-hand with peace. Fron that union we 
can expect nothing but the highest happiness of which. our 
nature is capable; and it is:an union, which nothing now 
obstructs but—a mere word. patel 

“‘ Let the confederates be contented with the substance of 


? 


that independence which they have apes: and the word 


‘ 


will necessarily follow. | M4) 

<‘ Let them not hurt the natural, essid perhaps, not repre+ 
hensible, pride of Athens, nor demand. any concession that 
may sink in the eyes of Greece, a nation to whom they are 
and must be united in language, in blood, m manners, m 


interest, in principles. Glory is to a nation: what reputation 


is to an individual : it is not. an empty sound; but important 
and essential. It will be glorious in Athens to acknowledge 
her error in attempting to reduce the islands, but.an acknows 
ledgment of her inability to reduce them (if she be unable) 
will be too public a confession of weakness, and her rank 
among the states of Greece will instantly be lowered. 

_ But, whatever I might advise, if my advice had any 
chance of being taken, this I know, and positively pronounce, 
that while Athens is Athens, her proud but brave citizens will 
never erpressly-recognise the independence of the islands: 
their resources are no doubt exhaustible, but will not be ex- 


- 
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hausted in the lives of us and-of our children. In this-reso- 
lution all parties agree ; I, who am of no party, dissent; from 
them; but what is a single voice in so vast a multitude? Yet 
the independence of the United States was tacitly acknow- 
ledged by the very offer of terms, and it would result in 
silence from the natural operation of the treaty. An express 
acknowledgment of it is merely formal with respect to the 
allies ; but the prejudices of mankind have made it substan- 
tial with respect to Athens. 

.* Let this obstacle be removed: it is slight, but fatal; 
and, while it lasts, thousands and ten thousands will perish. 
In war much will always depend upon blind chance, and a 


‘storm or sudden fall of snow may frustrate all your efforts 


for liberty ; but let commissioners from both sides meet, and 
the islanders, by not insisting on a pre/iminary recognition 
of independence, will u/témate/y establish it for ever. 

« But independence is not disunion. Chios, Cos, Lesbos, 
Rhodes, are united, but independent on eachi other: they 
are connected by a common tie, but have different forms and 
different constitutions. ‘They are gems of various colors and 
various properties strung in one bracelet. Such an union 
can only be made between states, which, how widely soever 
they differ in form, agree in: 6ne common property, freedom. 
Republics may form alliances, but not a federal union, with 
arbitrary monarchies, Were Athens governed by the will of 
a@ monarch, she could never be co-ordinate with the free 
islands; for such an union would not be dissimilarity but 
dissonance: but she is and shall be ruled by /aws alone, that 
is, by the will of the people, which is the only law. Her 
Archon, eve when he was perpetual, had no essential pro- 
perties of monarchy, The constitution of Athens, if we 
must define it, was then a republic with a perpeiual admi- 
nistrator of its laws. Between Athens, therefore, and the 
freest states in the world, an union may naturally be formed. 
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“There is a natural union between her and the islands, 
which ‘the gods have made, ‘and which the powers of hell 
cannot dissolve. Men speaking the same idiom, educated 
in the same manner, perhaps in the samé place; professing 
the same principles ; sprung from the same ancestors, in no 
very remote degree ; and related to each other ina thousand 
modes of consanguinity, affinity, and friendship, such men 


(whatever they may say through a temporary resentment) in 


can never in their hearts consider one another as aliens, © * 
“ Let them meet then with fraternal and pacific disposi- 
tions, and jet this be the general g Sabai and plan of the 


treaty. " 


“ The Carians shall be included in the pacification, and 
have such advantages as will induce them to consent to the 
treaty rather than continue a hazardous war..9) | > 

: Il. | 

“The archon, senate, and magistrates of Athens shall 
make a complete recognition of rights of all the Athenian 
citizens of ali orders whatever, and all former’ laws for that 
purpose shall be combined in one. There shall not be oné 
slave in Attica, mid “fe te the 
Note.ai ss: sari sti ae mr 

“ [By making this a preliminary, the islanders will show 
their affection for the people of Athens ; their friendship will 
be cemented and fixed’ on a solid basis ; and’ the greatest 
good will be extracted, as I at first pr ponte wooly: the oapienl 
est ewil.] | HN’ rs 

emer rer RS Bee aerieaaes Ye sls ink gs 

“There shall be a perfect co-ordination between Athens 
aud the thirteen united islands, they considering her not as a 
parent, whom they must obey, but as an elder sister, whom 
they capnot, help foving, and to whom. they shall give. pre- 
eminence of honor and co-equality of power. «xs aK 
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_© The new constitutions of the confederate islands shall 
remain. : 

pus V. ‘ 

« On every occasion requiring acts for the general good, 
there shall be an assembly of deputies from the senate of 
Athens and the congress of the islands, who shall fairly adjust 
the whole business, and settle the ratio of the contributions on 
both sides. This committee shall consist of fifty islanders 
and fifty Athenians, or of a smaller number chosen by 
them. 

; VI. 

“« Tf it be thought necessary and found convenient, a pro- 
portionable number of Athenian citizens shall have seats, and 
power of debatmg and voting on questions of common con- 
cern, inthe great assembly of the islands, and a proportiona- 
ble number of islanders shall sit with the like power in the 
assembly at Athens. aide | 

Note. | 
_ “This reciprocal representation will cement the union. ] 
VII. | 
* © There shall be no iene to make war but for the 
common interest, . 
MILB otal h 

“ Commerce shall. flow ina free course, for the general 

advantage of the united powers. 
IX. 

_ © An universal unlimited amnesty shall be proclaimed i in 
every part of Greece and Asia. 

© This,’ said the Athenian, ‘is the rough sketch of a trea- 
ty founded on virtue and liberty. The idea of it still fills and 
expands my soul; and #f it cannot be realised, I shall not think 
it less glorious, but shall only grieve more and more at the 
perverseness of mankind. May the eternal Being, whom the 
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wise and the virtuous adore, and whose attribute it is to con- 
vert into good that evil which his unsearchable wisdom ‘per- 
mits, inspire all ranks of men to promote either this or a’ 
similar plan! If this be impracticable, O miserable human 
nature! But I am fully confident that, if * ** more at 
large * * happiness of all.’ 
Re Oi % 10 PRAIA ) 

«No more is extant of this interesting piece, upon which the 
commentary of the sage Polybius would have been oe 
larly valuable in these times.” iit, bay 


This classical and mgenious communication did 
not divert Dr. Franklin's fixed sentiments respect- 
ing the perfect independence of his country, as. 
fully appears by several of his letters written imme- 
diately after to America, and particularly in one to 
Mr. Secretary Livingston, of the 28th June, 1782, 
wherein he remarks, that the intentions of the 
British ministry had, for some weeks past, ap- 
peared somewhat equivocal and uncertain, and 
adds: “ It looks as if, since their late success in 
the West Indies, they a little repented of the ad- 
vances they had made in their declarations respect- 
ing the acknowledgment of our independence ; and 
we have good information, that some of the 
ministry still flatter the king with the hope of | 
recovering his sovereignty over us, on the same 
terms as are now making with Ireland However 
willing we might have been at the commencement 
of this contest to have. accepted such. conditions, 
be assured that. we can have no safety in. them cat 
present. Zhe king hates us ‘most cordially.’ 
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he is once admitted to any degree of power or 
government amongst us, however limited, it will 
soon be extended by corruption, artifice, and force, 
till we are reduced to absolute subjection ; and the 
more easily, as by receiving him again for our king, 
we shall draw upon ourselves the contempt of all 
Europe, who now admire and respect us; and shall 
never again find a friend to assist us. There are, 
as reported, great divisions in the ministry on other 
points as well as this; and those who aim at en- 
grossing the power, flatter the king with this pro- 
ject of reunion ; and it is. said, have much reliance 
on the operation of private agents sent into America 
to dispose minds in favor of it, and to bring about 
a separate treaty there with General Carleton.” 
Strong suspicions were undoubtedly entertained 
by some of the American commissioners, that Mr. 
Jones, underthe particular influence of his friend and 
patron Lord Shelburne (then minister),’ had really 
agreed to lend the assistance of his talents and exer- 
tions in aid of this object. How far such “ surmises” 


* The following anecdote has appeared in an American publi 
cation. | 

- “Immediately after the death of Lord Rockingham, the king 
said to Lord Shelburne, ‘1 will be plain with you: the point 
next my heart, and which I am determined, be the consequence 
what it may, never to relinquish, but with my crown and life, is 
to prevent a total unequivocal recognition of the independence of 
America. Promise to support me on this ground, and I will 
leave you unmolested on every other, and with full power as the 
prime minister of this kingdom.’—The bargain was struck.” 
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are bape? out by what has pr eceded, is left to pub- 
lie decision. On his return to England, however, | 
Mr. Jones thus expresses his sentiments on the 
subject of America, in a letter to Lord Althorp, 
dated Oct: 5, 1782, as given by Lord Teignmouth. 
« As to America, 1 know not what * ** ** thinks: 
but this I know, that the sturdy transatlantic yeo- 
manry will neither be dragooned nor bamboozled out 
of their —— | be > dsoig', eet OgoT ARS 
, piea TIES 
‘The negotiations for peace with America had 
been. going on at Passy, either directly or indi- 
rectly, ever since the late change of ministry m7 
England. ‘The particulars of the whole of these im- 
portant transactions, and the letters and documents 
- connected therewith, will be found in Parr IIT. of 
Dr. Franklin’s Private CorrEsPONDENCE; which 
has been specially allotted tothe Negotiations for 
Peace and Commerce between'Great Britain and the 
United States of America, for the reasons already 
given. In this portion of the memoirs of Dr. 
Franklin will be seen the~very “considerable ‘in- 
fluence which that able statesman and negotiator 
exercised in bringing about the. peace with Ameri- 
ca, and the final acknowledgment of hep haga 
ence by Great Britain. Ke 
It-may not, however, be sipleaahsis or uninter- 
esting here, to insert the following extracts from 
two letters’ of Dr. Franklin’s, written: shortly after 
the preliminaries were signed, as they give a general 
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account of the manner in which the peace was 
brought about, and are expressive of his feelings 
and sentiments on that auspicious event. 


To THE Hon. Rosert R. Livineston, Esa. 
Tae Passy, Dec. 5, 1782. 

You desire to be very particularly acquaint- 
ed with “ every step which tends to a negotiation.” 
Iam therefore encouraged to send you the first 
part of the JourNAL,' which accidents, and a long 
severe illness, interrupted ; but which, from notes I 
have by me, may be continued if thought proper. © 
In its present state, it is hardly fit for the inspection: 
of congress, certainly not for public view. I con- 
fide it therefore to your prudence. . 

The arrival of Mr. Jay, Mr. Adams, and Mr. 
Laurens, relieved me from much anxiety, which 
must have continued if I had been left to finish the 
treaty alone; and it has given me the more satis- 
faction, as 1 am sure the business has Nef by 
their assistance. 

Much of the summer was taken up in objecting 
to the powers given by Great Britam, and in 
removing those objections. Pre using any expres- 
sions that might imply an acknowledgment of our 
independence, seemed, at first, industriously to be 
avoided. But our refusing otherwise to treat, at 
length induced them to get over that difficulty ; 
and on 5 we came to the point of making ae tl 


4 


* See Priv. Corr. Part III. 
VOL. II. . I 
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tions.., Those made; by Mr. Jay, and,me, before the 
arrival of, the-other gentlemen, you will.find:in;the © 
paper, No. 1.! which was,sent by, the British, pleni- 
potentiary, to Londen for the king's consideration. 
After some weeks, an under-secretary of state, Mr. 
Strachey, arrived, with whom we, had much con- 
testation about the boundaries. and other articles 
which he proposed: we settled some, which he 
carried to London, and returned with the. propo- 
sitions; some adopted, others omitted or, altered, 
and new ones added; which you will see in paper 
No. 2.2 -We'spent many days in discussing, and 
disputing, and.at length agreed on and signed the 
PRELIMINARIES, which you will receive by Ne 
conveyance... The British ministers struggled hard 
for two points ; that the favors oranted to the royal- 
ists should be extended, and our fishery contracted. 
We silenced them on the -first, by. threatening to 
produce an account of the mischiefs done by those 
people ; and as, to the second, when they told us 
they could not possibly. agree to it as we required 
it, and must refer it to the ministry in London, we 
produced a new. article to be referred at the same 
time, with a note. of. facts i in support, of it, which 
you have No. 3.4. Apparently. it seemed that, to | 
avoid ths discussion ps this, gy, eneey shana. 


* Priv. Corr. Part II. §vo. vol. il. ‘p. su. RAY TBR pir ie 
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theirminds, dropped the desin'6f récurring to Lion- 
donjand agreed to allow the fishery as demanded’ 

»You-will-find in the preliminaries some inaceu- 
rate and ambiguous expressions that want expla- 
nation, and which may be explained in the defini- 
tive treaty. -And as the British ministry excluded 
our proposition relating to commerce, and the 
American prohibition’ of that with England may 
not be understood to cease merely by our conelud- 
ing a treaty of peace, perhaps we may then, ifthe 
congress shall think fit to direct it, obtain some 
compensation for the injuries done us, ‘as a condi- 
tion of. our opening again the trade. Every one 
of the present British ministry has, while in the 
minority, declared the war against us wyust ; and 
nothing. is clearer in reason, than that those who 
injure others by an unjust war, should make full 
reparation.’| They have stipulated, too,”in ‘these 
preliminaries, that in evacuating our towns they 
shall carry off no plunder, which is a kind’ of 
acknowledgment that sh ought not to have done 
it before, bine 

The reason’ given”us) for dropping the rede 
relating to commerce, was, that some statutes were 
in the way, which must be repealed before a treaty 
of that kind could well be formed ; and that this 
was a matter to be considered in parhament. 

_ They wanted to bring their, boundary,.down to 

the, Ohio, and to-settle their loyalists inthe [/ingis 
country, We did not choose such neighbors. 
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We comiitinicated all the articlés, ‘as soon as 
they weré signed, to Mons. le Comte de Vergénnes, 
(except the separate one) who thinks: we have ma- 
naged well, and told mé,—that’ we’ had settled 
what was most apprehended as a difficulty in the 
work of a general peace, by vanes et declara- 
tion of our independence. ire) rogaine 
Cote Meee ORL me PN ti cr ee 

I am now near entering my seentyselgut year. 
Public business has engrossed’ fifty of them. I 
wish, for the little time I have left, to bemy own 
master. If I live to see this peace concluded, I 
‘shall beg leaye to remind the congress’ of their 
“promise then to dismiss'me. “I shall be happy to 
sing with old Simeon, |“ Now lettest thow thy ‘ser- 
“want depart i in peace, Eectein mine bic havoe'seen thy sal- 


vation,” > re gate rouyer 


With ee tegen veel |B. Fuiindunnt 
ides hing ty hi pre toe eae 
fie: Dr. ‘Cooren. sero Hod 

~ Passy, Dec. 26, ‘1782. 


_ & CS * *% # co % 

We have taken some good steps Wate cave a 
| “peace. Our independence is acknowledged jour 
boundaries as good and éxtensive as we demanded ; 


“and our fishery more so than the congress expected. 


I hope the whole preliminaries will be approved, 
‘and with the definitive treaty, when'miadé}' give 
- entire satisfaction to our country. ~ But-there are 
so many interests to be: considered between five ° 
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nations, and so many claims to adjust, that Incan 
hardly flatter myself to see, the peace, soon con- 
cluded, though I wish:and pray for it, and use my 

best-endeavors to promote it. | 
I.am extremely sorry to. hear. ‘ae sil from 
Americans on this side the water, and to hear of 
such language from your side, as tends to hurt the 
eood understanding that has hitherto»so happily 
subsisted between. this court and ours. There 
seems to be a party with you that wish to destroy | 
it.. If'they could succeed, they would do us irre- 
parable injury. It is our firm connexion with 
France that gives us weight with England, and 
respect throughout Europe... If we were to break 
our faith with this nation, on whatever pretence, Eng- 
land would again trample on us, and every other 
nation despise us. We cannot, therefore, be too 
rauch on our guard, how..we permit the private 
resentmenis of particular persons to enter into our 
public counsels. You, will hear much of an inter- 
cepted letter communicated to us by the British 
ministry... The channel. ought to be suspected. 
It may have received additions and alterations ; 
but, supposing it all genuine, the forward, mistaken 
geal of asecretary of legation should not be imputed 
-to the king, who has in so many ways proved him- 

ose our faithful and firm friend and ally. 
~ In my outnian, the true politica! anterest of Ame- 


See PRivaTe ConRESPONDENCE, Part I. p.324, Vol. i. 
8vo. ect. 
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rica consists in observing ‘and fulfilling;: withthe 
greatest exactitude, the engagements of our alliance 
with) France: and: behaving at 'the:same? timeto- 
wards Eneland, so as not»entirely ‘tovextinguish 
her hepes:ofia reconciliation: » ocun|y yrange 
I long to'see you and my country-‘once!'more 
before I die; pene ever, — dear friend, yours most 
tonne on feroboenewolhp) ssavanrneiew " 
: “oe vaulls pjesnets badadiea 
siiea sarsditiein on of thi sralbatel letter to’the 
Hon. Rob. R. -Livingston, Dr. Franklin thus no- 
tices the commencement ofthe negotiation ordered 
by congress to be:opened with the'court of Sweden. 
«“ As soon as I received the commission and 
instructions for treating with Sweden, I waited on. 
‘its ambassador’ here,;who:told me he daily expect- 
ed a courier‘on*that'subject: » Yesterday he'wrote — 
a note to acquaint me, that he would callon me 
to-day, having something to conimunicate. * © Being 
obliged to go-to’ Paris, I waited on hiingewieeltine 
showed: me ‘the ‘full powers: he had just received, 
and I showed ‘him mine!’ “We agreed to meetion 
Wednesday next, exchange copies; and'proceed to 
business. His commission’ hay’ some’ polite ex: 
pressions init; viz. ‘That his *Majestythoushtit 
for the ¢o0d’ of ‘his’ subjects: té ‘enter intova treaty 
of amity and:conimerce with the’ United Stites of 
America, who had ‘established their independence, 
— so-justly merited by their courage and constaneyY . 
or'to that effect: -T-imagine this tredty will soon 
be completed.” 
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“hisxactually: took placeiabout four months after: 
wards, (April 3dj:1:783,) ;when,-a‘treaty:ofamity 
andscommerce between the United States:of Ame= 
ricaand Sweden, was concluded and signed by the 
respective plenipotentiaries,’ Dr. a ranklin and the 
GountsdecKtutaiio:; wicca wey sia 
Not long after this sri vaehelah Dr. BR saindiditi 
received: the! following «letter from: the sSwedish 
chargé d’affaires,» afterwards ambassador at. the 
court: of France; (Baron de Staé!) announcing: the 
reception from his court of the ratification of-the 
treaty, and renewing the request: made by the late 
ambassador, Count de Krutz,.\(intended no doubt 
as a compliment to Dr. Franklin,) relative to. Mr. 
Franklin being appointed by congress resident:mi- 
nister’ at the court of Sweden, where the Count 
then held the situation of prime minister. 
> A son Excensence M.-Franxuin.: 
Monsieur, treme Maries Teoh dJuin, 14883; 
» -» Je viens de recevoir ja ratification de sa 
Majesté, du traité.de commerce) conclu avec les 
Etats Unis ;. laquelle jaurai Lhonneur. de,-vous 
remettre aussitét quelle pourra étre échangée, con- 
tre celle du-congrés.. , . ey 
»»Permettez, Monsieur, que. jes VOus catty Ne cette 
eccasion, la, demande, que Mons. ’'ambassadeur, 
(le, Comte de Krutz). vous a faite, au sujet de Alon 
_sieun Franklin, votre petit-fils... Ta eu-Vhonneur de: 
vous, dire, que+le Roi verroitj avec plaisir, résider, 
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aupres de lui, en ‘qualité de ministre du :congrés, 


une personne: qui: porte votre noms et-y joint des: 


qualités aussi estimables que Je jeune-M. Franklins 


Avant de partir,*:il m’a chargé: de -vous a | 


méme assurance; et vous me /permettrez d’y ajouter 
les:-veeux que je fais en mon: partianliai pour Ta 
réussite de cette affaire. 9) wh oo Meocemale you! 
» Fai Vhonneur d’étre avec OL sitieniheb attachement 
_ les plus parfaits et aE Monsieur, &ei/7' 6 > 
¢ de. geminata (od Bs oe anateted DE STAELW« 


rishi cto vy) old at 


me Franklin seg after: sconuniinisatiaiine 


request to the American secretary for foreign affairs’ 


CR. R. Livingston; ‘Esq.) in his official erase te 
the 22d July,’1783, as’ followe's if a geemoeEnee 
wa wn yl orecitio ite tt ‘cvpional 
“You mention that. an iatitendly arrange~ 
ment with respect to foreign affairs, is under con- 
sideration. I wish to know, whether any notice is 


likely to be taken in it of my grandson: “He has 


now gone through an apprenticeship-of near seven 


years in the ministerial businéss, ‘and is very capa~ 


ble of serving the States in that line, as’ possessiie 


all the requisites of knowledeé, ‘zeal, activity) lan-. 
guage, and address. He is well liked ‘here, and’ 


Count de Vergennes has expressed’ to me in'warm 
terms his very good opinion ‘of him! The late 


& 


Swedish ambassador, Count de. Krutz, who is gone’, 


hottie to be prime minister, desired I would endea-. 


vor to procure his being sent’ to'Sweden witha 
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public character, ‘assuring me/ that he should: be, 
elad to receive him there as our minister, ‘and.jthat. 
he: knew it’ would; be pleasing: to’ the king... The 
present Swedish ambassador has also proposed the 
same thing to me, as:you will see by a letter of his,, 
which I enclose. : One of the Danish ministers; 
Mr. Waltersdorff, who will. probably- be sent.in:a. 
public character to congress, has also expressed. 
his wish that my grandson’ may be. sent. to. Den- 
mark. But it is not my custom to solicit employ- 
ments for myself or any of my: family, and. I shall 
not do it in this case. I only hope, that.if he is 
not employed in your new arrangement, 1, may be 
informed. of it. as soon as possible ; that while 1 
have strength left for it, may accompany him in 
a tour to Italy, returning through Germany, which 
I think he may make to-more advantage with me 
than alone, and which I have long promised. to 
afford him, as a reward for his faithial service, and: 
his tender filial attachment to me.” 

- These intimations from. foreign courts, and this 
honorable and satisfactory testimony from one who, 
had: rendered the; most eminent. services..to his 
country; were unnoticed by the American, govern- 
ment ; they are, however, no mean consolation. to. 
the object of them... 

Shortly after. signing. the. preliminary patily ‘af 
peace with Great. Britain, Mr. Oswald’s functions. 
ceased; anda change in administration taking, 
place, David. Hartley, Esq. was appointed minister 
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plenipotentiary, and repaired to Paris, invested;jas 
expressed i in his commission, with full powers there 
to meet and confer with the ministers of the United, 
States of America, duly authorised, for the pur- 
pose of) perfecting and establishing. the peace, 
friendship, and good understanding so happily 
commenced; and for opening, promoting, and 
rendering’ perpetual,. the mutual, intercourse, of 
trade and commerce: between: the: British. domi-~ 
nions and the United States of Americas). hie 
“Several private communications had;taken place. 
relative to these objects, between. Dr. Franklin: and: 
Mr. Hartley, previous to the latter receiving, his, 
appointment ; these, together with the subsequent: 
propositions and various transactions that. occur-| 
red, after the respective plenipotentiaries had ex~ 
changed their full ‘powers, willbe) seen: in, that 
Part of the Private: CorresponpDENce allotted 
to the negotiations in general... Those with Mr. 
Hartley proceeded very slowly, owing :principally 
to his conceiving it necessary to:send every propo- 
sition, either of his own or'the American. minister's, 
to his court for their approbation, and) their delay’ 
in answering. Eventually, the English ministry, 
would not agree to any of the propositions that, 
had been made on either side ; and sent over a. 
project for the definitive treaty, consisting merely of . 
the preliminaries formerly signed; with a short; 
introductory paragraph, ‘and. an/artiele) at the con-) 
clusion, confirming and ratifying the said articles. 
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“ Pindine nothing could be determined upon at 
that time with respect to commercial regulations, 
thé American ministers, ‘in order’ ‘to ‘terminate! ‘the 
affair, azreed to ‘sien ‘the plan offered them by Mr. 
Hartley, as the*Derrinitive Treaty } which “ac- 
cordingly sce place at Paris, on ne’ 3d of Sep 
tember, 1783. — 

This business being ve baiprtanea!9 and Dr. 
Franklin not receiving’ any answer whatever from 
congress to his repeated official applications to be 
recalled, and his anxiety to return home increasing 
with his age and infirmities, he addressed a private 
request to the same effect to his fiiend General 
Miffiin,* then president of congress, in order, 
through his interposition and influence, to obtain 
the w — pric hy a 'The following is a copy of 
that letter. Nil acai Se eT eT 


as py 


‘To His EXceLLency Tos. Mirrtin, ES 


+ )Presipen’ or Concress. 
( Private.) 
“Drar Str, | — Passy, Dec. 26, 1783. 


“> T congratulate you very sincerely on your 
appointment to that very honorable station, the 
presidericy of congress. Every testimony you 
receive ‘of the public sense of your services and 
talents, gives me pleasure. 

Thave written to you a long letter on pale 
in my quality of rhinister. © "This is a private letter, 


respecting my personal concerns, which I presume 
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to trouble you with on ‘the: score’ of our ancient 
friendship. boo) a 
- In a letter of the 12th of March, 1781; * | stated. 
my age and infirmities to the congréss, and'-re- 
quested they would be pleased to’recal me, ‘that I 
might enjoy the little left me .of the evening of © 
life in repose, and in the sweet society of my 
friends and family. I was answered* by the then 
president, that when peace should be made, if I 
persisted in the same request, it should’ be granted: 
I acquiesced: the preliminaries were signed im 
November, 1782, and I then repeated my, petition.” 
A year is past, and I have no answer.’ Undoubt- 
edly, if the congress should think my continuing 
here necessary for the public service, I ought as a 
good citizen to submit to their judgment and plea- 
sure; but as they may easily supply my place to 
advantage, that cannot be the case; I suppose, 
therefore, that itis merely the multiplicity of more 
important affairs that has put my request out of 
their mind. What I would’ then desire of you is, 
to put this matter in train to be moyed* and “an- 
swered as soon as possible, Osi I may arrange my 
affairs accordingly. sh. i Be Hittite: 
In the first letter above wiealosland to which I 
oe ¢ leave to refer you, I gave a’ Y character’ of my — 
SAAS RMT ORS 

AdMtp TA 303) iad 


oe Bee Priv. Ay Part T." 


+ See Letter to Robi. Be nail i Bie 53782, if 
Priv, ‘CoRR. Part Hil, wo a) BLD 1 bits, GAEL 
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srandson, William Temple Franklin, and solicited 
for him the favor and protection of congress, I 
have nothing to abate of that character; on the 
contrary, I think him so much improved as to be 
capable of executing, with credit to himself and 
advantage to the public, any employment in Eurdpe 
the congress may think fit to honor him with. He 
has been seven years in the service, and is much 
esteemed by all that know him, particularly by 
the minister here, who, since my new disorder, (the . 
stone) makes my going to Versailles inconvenient 
to me, transacts our business with him in the most 
obliging and friendly manner. It is natural for 
me, who love him, to wish to see him settled before 
I die, in some employ that may probably be per- 
manent; and I hope you will be so good to me, 
as ‘to get that affair likewise moved and carried 
through in his favor. He has, I think, this.addi- 
tional merit to plead, that he has served in my 
office as secretary several years, for the small 
salary of 300 louis a-year, while the congress gave 
1000 a-year to the secretaries of other ministers, 
who had not half the employ for a secretary that I 
. had. For it was long before a consul was sent here, 
and we had all that business on our hands, with a 
great deal of admiralty business in examining and 
condemning captures taken by our cruisers, and 
by the French cruisers under American commis- 
sions; besides the constant attendance in exa- 
mining and recording the acceptances of the con- 
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gress bills of. exchangey: which has been, -from:the 
immense number, very fatiguing j,.with many-other 
extra affairs, not/usualky occurring to. other; wminis- 
ters, such.as the.care,of the prisoners in England, 
and the constant correspondence.relating to) them; 
im all of which he served,me as secretary, withthe 
assistance only of a clerk at: low wages, (60lonis 
a-year), so that the saving has been Nera consider- 
able to.the ppblioni il woadiqioltt hid Rae 
* vi Hit i i: Bia licntd wt stinies at -. 
hey ore oral ead, wey om Set hy (Le 
asiaigh months after, this). Dr. heaphial again. re- 
peated the same earnest requests to his. friends 
and former colleagues,; Mr. Jay and Mr. Laurens, 
then on the point of returning to the United States 
with their families. 9... f ina oa mide 
To Mr.and Mrs. Jay oe ith ares tts 


Bade: Ys) May.13, 1 78d. 

My a presi I find I shall not. be able 

to,see you again as Lintended. My. best,wishes, 
however, go with you; that, you'may have a pros- : 
perous voyage and) a: shiva sight of -your friends 
augtifamdles niiw dare wets owed vey aaam log 
coMr Jayswas:so- side sas ito. so flee his friendly 
services; to»mein: America: He will obligeime 
much, by endeavoring to forward myyidischarge 
from this employment., Repose:is mowmy.’ only 
ambitions: Tf: too he should thinkowithegne;i that 
myy grandsoncis qualified: to»sexve ‘thes States: as 
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sécretary tora) future minister:at this court, oras 
chargé des affaires, and will be kind enough: to 
recommend such an appointment, it will exceed- 
ingly oblige me. 'I have twice mentioned) thisian 
my letter to congress, but have: not been favored 
with any answer; which is hard, because the-sus- 
pense prevents my endeavoring to promote him-in 
some other way. I would not, however, be: im- 
portunate; and therefore, if Mr. Jay should use - 
his interest without effect, I will trouble them no 
more on the subject. My grandson’s acquaintance 
with the language, with the court and customs 
here, and the particular regard M. de Vergennes 

has for him, are circumstances in his favor... 
God bless and protect you both. « Embrace:my 
hittle friend for me, and believe me ever yours, &c. 
FC oB. FRANKLIN, | 


‘To Mr. Laurens he writes thus :— 


| Pass, May seh 17845, 
Hong eww suk ih | ; 
Elan SOITy a the numerous: van 
pointments you have lately met with. The’ world 
itis trueis fall of disappointments, but they’ are 
‘not equally divided, and you have had more: (thon | 
, share; { pry ho Fa Terms egd 
The ratifications of the definitive ents are now 
eae j/but:Mr. Hartley waits for instructions 
wespecting)a) treaty: of commerce, which, from what 


peat oo he 
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you observe; may probably never: arrive. » dsshall, 
however, be glad to receive what youxare somgoc 
as to promise me, your hpne his on the subject “ 
such a treaty. 

' You have been ‘so ind as to , offer me nal 
friendly services in America. You will oblige me 
greatly in forwarding my dismission from, this: em- 
ployment, for I long: much to be.at-home:: and if 
you should thmk my grandson qualified to serve’ 
the States as secretary to my successor, or:chargé-> 
des-affaires, till a successor arrives, I shall thank. 
you for recommending him. His knowledge of 
this court, and acquaintance with the language, 
and the esteem the minister has for him, are cir- 
cumstances in his favor: his long experience in 
the business here:is another, he having» served «an 
apprenticeship. to it for more than seven years. 
His intelligence, discretion, and address, you can: 
judge better of than myself, who may. be: partial.” 
His fidelity and exactitude in PU his avin 
T can answer for. © 0» LIAEOC 

My best wishes attend you, door very arable 
son, and amiable daughter. God bless you ally 
and give you a good voyage, and a happy meeting’ 
with your friends, with long life, health y and pros 
perity, is the sincere agen pci affectionate — 
humble servant, B. Fuaseiameastc 
OPT ORE Py j | Oo Soeyrede ip, eo se . 

Dr. ‘Franklin, as wild bib blink previously 
_eecasionally kept a private journal. The following 
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extracts from one kept about this a may not 
ee me sof 


PRIVATE JOURNAL. 
Passy, June 26, 1784, 


Mn. Waltersdorff called on me, and acquainted 
me with a duel that had been fought yesterday 
morning, between a French officer’ and a Swedish 
gentleman of that king’s suite, in which the latter 
was killed on the spot, and the other dangerously 
wounded :—that the king does not resent it, as he 
thinks his subject was in the wrong. 

He asked me if I-had seen the king of Sweden? 
—I had not yet had that honor. He said his 
behavior here was not liked: that he took little 
notice of his own ambassador, who, being ac- 
quainted with the usages of this court, was capa- 
ble of advising him, but was not consulted. That 
he was always talking of himself, and vainly 
boasting of his revolution, though it was known to. 
have been the work of M.de Vergennes. That 
they began to be tired of him here, and wished 
him gone; but he proposed staying till the 12th of 
July. That he had now laid aside his project of 
invading Norway, as he found Denmark had made 
preparations to receive him. ‘That he pretended 
the Danes had ees to invade ages though 


gave diint sa 3" The Count de la Marcks 
VOL. II, K 
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it, was a: islei fact that the Danes had made.no 
military preparations, even for defence, till: six 
months after his began. I asked if it was clear 
that he had had an intention to invade Norway! 
He said that the marching and disposition of his 
troops, and the fortifications he had erected, indi-. 
eated it very plainly. He added, that Sweden 
was at present, greatly distressed for provisions; 
that many people had. actually died of , hunger! 
That it was reported the king came here to, borrow 
money, and to offer to sell Waethdiabes ens | 
a thing not very probable. | Lise 
M. Dussaulx called, and. said, it. is. ‘reported 
there ig an alliance treating between the Emperor 
of Austria, Russia, and England; the purpose not 
known; and that a counter-alliance is proposed 
between France, Prussia, and Holland, in which 
it is supposed Spain will join. He added, that 
changes in the ministry are talked. of; that there 
are cabals against M. De Vengennes; that M. De 
Calonne is to be Garde des Sceaur, with some other 
rumors fabricated perhaps at the Palais Royal... 
June 29. . Mr. Hammond, secretary to Mr. 
Hartley, called to tell me that Mr. Hartley had not 
received. any orders by the last courier, either to 
stay or return, which he had expected 3. and that 
he thought it occasioned by their uncertainty what 
terms of commerce to propose, till the. icaselun id 
committee of council was, laid, before. parliament, 
and its opinion known; and that he. looked. 0 on the 
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delay of writing to’ him as a sien of their intending 
to do something. 

He told me it was Johto that the king of 
Sweden had granted the free use of Gottenburg as 
4 port for France, which alarmed the neighboring 
powers. That, in time of war, the northern coast 
of England might be much endangered by it. 
June 30th. M. Dupont, inspector of commerce, 
came to talk with me about the free port of LOrient, 
and some difficulties respecting it: I referred him 
to Mr. Barclay, an American merchant and com- 
missioner for accounts; and as he said he did not 
well understand English when spoken, and Mr. 
Barclay did not speak French, I offered my grand- 
son to accompany him as irks ae ale he ac 
éepted. | 

» LT asked him whether the Spaniards from the con-" 
tinent of America did not trade to the French sugar 
islands? He said not, The only commerce ete 
the Spaniards was for cattle between them and the 
French at St. Domingo. I had been told the Spa- 
niards brought flour to the French islands from the 
continent. He had not heard of it. If we can find 
that such a trade is allowed (perhaps from the Mis~ 

sissippi,) have not the United States a claim by 
treaty to the same privilege? 

“July 1st. The Pope’s Nuncio called, and ac- 
quainted me that the Pope had, on my recom- 
meéndation, appointed Mr. John Carrol, superior of 
the Catholic clergy in America, with many of the 
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powers ofa bishop; and that probably he would 
be made a bishop in partibus before the end of /the 
year. He asked me which would be most conye- 
nient for him, to come to France, or go to St. De- 
mingo for ordination by another bishop, which was 
necessary. I mentioned Quebec as more. conve- 
nient than either. He asked whether, as that was 
an English province, our government might not 
take offence at his going thither?’ I thought not, 
unless the ordination by that bishop should give 
him some authority over our bishop. . He said, not 
in the least: that when our bishop was once. 6r- 
dained, he would be independent of the others, 
and even of the pope; which I did not clearly un- 
derstand. He said the congregation de propaganda 
jidei had agreed to receive and maintain and instruet 
two young Americans in the languages and sciences 
at Rome: (he had formerly told me that more would 
be educated gratis in France.) He added. , they 
had written from America that there are twenty 
priests, but that they are not sufficient; as the new 
settlements near the Mississippi have need of some. 
The Nuncio said we should find that the Catholics 
were not so intolerant as they had been represented ; 
that the inquisition in Rome had not now so much _ 
power as that in Spain; and thatin Spain it was used. 
chiefly as a prison of state. That the congregation 
would have undertaken the education of more Ame- 
rican youths, and may hereafter, but that at_present 
theyareoverburthened, having somefrom all parts of 
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the world.’ ‘He’spoke lightly of their New Bosto- 
nian convert, Thayer's conversion: that he had ad- 
vised him not to go to America, but settle in France. 
That he wanted to go to convert his countrymen; 
but he knew isin bi of his new rehision him- 
pei ‘&e. 

* Received a letter from Mr. Bridgen of eee 
dated the 22d past, acquainting me that the council 
of the Royal Society had voted me a gold medal; 
on account of my letter in favor of Captain Cook. 
‘Lord Howe had sent me his Journal, 3 vols. 4to. 
with a large volume of engravings, on the same ac- 
count, and, as he writes, ™ ‘with the King’s edb 
er | , 

~ July 3. Mr. Smeathman comes and brings two 
English or Scotch gentlemen: one a chevalier of 
some order, the other a physician who had lived 
long in Russia. Much conversation. Putrid fevers 
common in Russia, and in winter much more than 
in summer: therefore supposed to be owing to their 
hot rooms. In a gentleman’s house there are some- 
times one hundred domestics: these have not beds, 
but sleep twenty or thirty in a close room warmed 
by a Stove, lying on the floor and ‘on benches. The 
stoves are heated by wood. ‘As soon as it is burnt 
té coals, ‘the chimney is-stopt, to prevent the escape 
of hot and entry of cold air. “So they breathe the 
same air Over and over again all night. ’ These fevers 

Be*eiited ‘by’ wrapping the patient in linen wet with 


Te ayy 
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vinegar, and making them breathe ‘the: vaporijof 
vinegar thrown on hot bricks. The Russians have 
the art of distilling spirits from milk. To prepare 
it for distillation it must, when beginning to sour, 
be kept in continual motion or agitation for) twelve 
hours; it then becomes an uniform vinous: liquor, 
the cream, curd, and aqueous part or whey, alvin 
timately mixed, Excellentin this state for restoring 
emaciated bodies. This operation on milk. was 
discovered long since by the Tartars, who in their 
rambling life often carry milk in leather bagsror 
their horses, and. the motion produced the | effect. 
It may be tried with us by attaching a large cag of 
_ milk to some part of one of our mills. 
July 6. Directed Temple Franklin, who ot 
‘court to-day, to mention three things to the minist 
The main levée of the arrested goods, the port. of 
LOrient, and the consular convention; which he 
did with effect.—The port is fixed—and the con- 
vention preparing. —Hear that Gottenburg is to be 
a free port for France, mnt seed may sera 
northern stores, &e; 2 9) COOL CORRE 
Mr. Hammond came and: danu with mes: » He 
acquaints me, from Mr. Hartley, sate no instruc- 
tions are yet come from England: © HAI, 
July 7. A very hot day. Receiver. a ae frox 
the secretary of the king of Sweden, M. Franke, 
accompanied by the secretary of the embassyy*... 
* Suly 8. M. bibteversi nine Si Nhe 


wile hr 
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with Mode Helvétins, Abbé de la Roche, M..Ca- 
banis,ahdanAmerican captain. The king of 
Sweden does ‘not go to England. 
July 10.: Menittiraad eat to propose my dining 
with the Swedish court at ‘his house, which is next 
. door, and I consented. While he was with me the 
consul came. Wetalked about the Barbary powers : 
they are four, Morocco, Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli. 
He informed me that Salee; the principal port be- 
longing to the Emperor of Morocco, had formerly 
been famous for corsairs. That this prince had 
discouraged them, and in 1768 published an edict 
declaring himself in peace with all the world, and 
forbad their cruising any more, appointing him con- 
sul for those Christian’ states who had tone in his 
country. That Denmark pays him 25,000 piasires 
fortes yearly,in money; Sweden is engagéd to send 
an ambassador every two years with presents; and 
the other powers buy their peace im the same man- 
ner, except Spain and the Italian states; with 
whom they have constant war. ‘That hé is consul 
for Sardinia ‘and Prussia, for whom he procured 
treaties of peace. That ‘he proposed a peace for 
Russia; ‘but that the Emperor having heard that 
Russia® was’ goine’ to’ war with his brother, the 
Grand Seienior, he refused it.. Mr. Audibert Caille 
(the consul) thinks it shameful for Christendom to 
pay tribute to such canaille, and proposes two ways 
of reducing the’barbarians to peace with all Europe, 
and obliging them to quit their’ piratical practices. 
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They-have\need of many articles from Europe, and 
of a vent for their superfluous commodities.:jjolf 
therefore all Europe would: agree. to refuse, any 
commerce with them but on condition of theirquit- 
ting piracy, and such an agreement could be faith- 
fully..observed, on our part, it would have. its effect 
upon them, But if any one,power would continue 
the trade with them, it. would defeat, theo whole. 
There was another method he had. projected, ‘and, 
communicated in a memorial to the court shere, by: 
Mons. de Rayneval ; which was, that France should 
undertake to. suppress their piracies and give peace 
to. all Europe, by means. of its: influence with! the 
Porte,, For all the people of these states bemg,ob- 
liged by their religion to, go at times in-caravans'to 
Mecca, and. to pass through the Grand Seignior's 
dominions, who gives them escorts of troopsthrough 
the. desert, to prevent. their being plundered and 
perhaps massacred. by the Arabs, he could refuse — 
them passage and protection but on condition of 
their living peaceably with the Europeans, &c. «He 
spoke of Montgomery’s transaction, and of €roccos 
whom he understands was authorised by)the courts 
The barbarians, he observed; having no commercial 
ships atsea, had vastly the advantage of the Euro+ 
peans; for one could not.make reprisals: ‘on:thei 
trade. And it has long been my opinion, that if the, 
European nations, who are. powerful at-sea, “were 
to,make war upon us Americans, it would be: better, 
for us to. Yenounce. commerce in our own! Bottoms 
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and convert them all into cruisers. “Other nations 
would furnish us with what we wanted, and take 
off'our produce. He promised me a note of the 
commerce of Barbary, and’ we are to see each: sei 
again, as he is to ‘stay here a month. 7 

iy »Dined at Mr. Grand’s, with the Swedish pevtilel 
men. They were Mons. Rosenstem, secretary of 
the embassy, and ****, with whom I) hada good 
deal of conversation relating to the commerce pos- - 
sible between our two countries. I found they had 
seen at Rome Charles Stuart the Pretender: they 
spoke of his situation as very hard: that France, 
who had formerly allowed him a pension, had with- 
drawn it, and that he sometimes almost wanted 
bread! 

» July 11. M. Waltersdorft called. He inion that 
the agreement with Sweden respecting the port of 
Gottenburg is not likely to be concluded. That 
Sweden wanted an island in the West: Indies in 
exchange. I think she is better without it. » 

» July 13. Mess. Mirabeau and Champfort came 
and read their translation of (American) Mr. Burke’s 
pamphlet,against the Cmcinnati, which they have 
much, enlarged, intending it as a covered ‘satire 
against moblesse in general. It is well done: -There 
are also remarks on the last letter of General Wash- 
ington on that subject. ‘They say General Wash- 
ington missed. a beau moment, when he accepted to 
be of that. society (which some’ affect to call an 
order)... The:same:of the Marquis dela Fayette. 

July 14.)..Mr. Hammond -calls’to acquaint me 
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that'Mr. Hartley is still without any instructions’ re- 
lating to the ' treaty of commerce; and supposes it 
occasioned by their attention to the India bill. I'said 
to him)j+~your court and this seem to be waiting for 
one another, with respect to the: American. trade 
with°your respective islands. You:are'both afraid 
of domg too much for us, and yet each wishes to. 
doa little more than the other. Yow had better 
have accepted our generous proposal at ‘first, ‘to put 
us both on the same footing of free intercourse that 
existed before the war. \ You will make some nar 
row regulations, and then France will go beyond 
you in generosity. “You never see “your follies ill 
toe late to mend them.~-He said, Lord Sheffield 
was continually exasperating the parliament against 
America. “He had lately been: publishirig an ac- 
count of: — murdered: seit &e Probably 
invented.: coh : Be eeeeetS waw 

> Thursday; Ji dave 15. The Duke de: Chartiess" 
bation went off this morning from St: Cloud, hime 
self anid three others in the gallery. It was foggy, 
and ithey were soon out of sight. But the machine 
being disordered, so that the trap or :valve could 
not be opened to let out the expanding air; ‘and 
fearing thatthe balloon would. burst, they’ “eubes 
hole in it, which ripped larger, and. they: felb rapid+ 
ly;:but received no harm. ‘They had. been a vast 
height,:met with a cloud ve sees ase mere aaads 
py omen ene Monin.) ¢ tenes Morse 
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Friday, 16. Received a letter from two young 
gentlemen. in London, who are come from America 
for ecclesiastical. orders, and. complain that they 
have been-delayed there a year, and that the arch+ 
bishop will not permit them to be ordained unless 
they will take the oath of allegiance; and desiring 
to know if they may be ordained here. Inquired 
and learnt that if ordained here, they must: vow 
obedience. to ‘the archbishop of Paris, Directed 
my, grandson, to ask the Nuncio, if their bishop in 
America. might not/be instructed to do it literally? 

»o Saturday, 17... The Nuncio. says the thing is 

impossible, unless. the: gentlemeén become Fain 
Catholics... Wrote.them. an answer.’ 
_@ Sunday, 18... A good abbé an mea meio 
manuscript containing a scheme of reformation of 
all.churches, and, states, religion, commerce, laws, 
&c.. which, he has. planned in his closet, without 
much, knowledge.of the world. I have promised 
to look it over, and he is. to, call next Thursday. 
It is amazing the number of legislators that kindly 
bring .me new nes for ‘acai the United 
States. cryiser! s doce 

Monday, July 19.. Had the Americans at ait 
ner, with Mri\ White and Mr. Arbuthnot: from 
England. . The latter was an officer at Gibraltar 
during ‘the ‘late, siege. He says the Spaniards 
might'|have taken it; ‘and that it is‘now a place of 


Soe ener prema gery oe neenetaetih 


4 See Priv. CoRR. Part I. letter dated July 18, 1784. 
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no value to England: That its supposed: use.as.a 
port, for a fleet to prevent the, junction of the: Brest 
and ‘Toulon squadrons, is chimerical. That while 
the Spaniards are.in possession of Algeziras, ‘they — 
can with their, gun-boats, inithe use of which/they 
are grown very expert, make it os Sreape 
fleet. to.lie there. 4.) eh aw ROsE. 0 
Tuesday, 20. My ciated went sbi No 
news. there, except that the Spanish fleet against 
Algiers is sailed... Receive only one American 
letter: by the Indes which is:from the collegeiof 
Rhode ‘Island, desirmg me ‘to solicit benefactions 
of the. king, which I cannot do, for reasons which 
I shall give them. . It is inconceivable why Dhave 
no letters from congress; The treaties with Den- 
mark, Portugal, &c. all neglected! ‘Mr. Hartley 
makes the same. complaint: He is still witho 
orders: Mr, Hammond. called:and dined’ with 
me; says Mr. Pitt-begins: to losé his popularity $ 
his-new taxes, and project about the naby bills; give 
great. discontent. He has: been burnt in effigy.at 
York, His East-India bill not likely to. goidown; 
and it is thought he. cannot; stand long.’ Mr. 
Hammond is a friend of Mr. Fox ;—whose friends, 
that, hone lost.their,, — are. weer Fox's Mars 
CYL Ss: Ta > te YHWe (re wo regen ime, 
iDliedue= dat: J a Qe. ‘Cait chili? sends. 
his card to,take leave. Ma. Grand tells me mewn 
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bought here my'bust with that of M. D’Alembert 
or Diderot, to take with him to Sweden: He ae 
out last night. | | 

Thursday, 22. Lord reemancies son of sels 
Shelburne, arrives ; shang me np letters and 
papers. 

He thinks Mr. Pitt in danger of losing his majo- 
rity in the house of commons, though great at pre- 
sent; for he will not have wherewithal to pay 
them. I said, that governing by a parliament 
which must be bribed, was employing a very ex- 
pensive machine, and that the people of England 
would in time find out, though they had not yet, 
that since the parliament must always do the will 
of the minister, and be paid for doing it, and ‘the 
people must find the money to pay them, it would 
be the same thing in effect, but much cheaper,:to 
be governed by the minister at first hand, without 
a parliament. » Those present seemed to think the 
reasoning clear. Lord Fitzmaurice sini a Sen- 
sible, amiable young man. : 

‘Tuesday, 27. Lord Fitzmaurice called to’ see 
mé: His father having requested that I would 
give him such instructive hints as might be useful 
to him, occasionally mentioned the old story of 
Demosthenes’ answer to one who demanded what 
was the first point of oratory? Action. \'The'se- 
cond?) Action’: The third? Action : “which I said 
had~been*generally understood to mean the action 
of an orator with his:hands, &e. in speaking ; but 
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that I thought another kind of action of more im: 
portance to an orator, who would ‘persuade people 
to follow his advice, viz. such a course of action 
in the conduct of life, as would impress them with 
an opinion of his integrity as well as of his under- 
standing. That this opinion once established; all 
the difficulties, delays, and oppositions, usually — 
eccasioned by doubts and suspicions, were pré- 
vented ; and such a man, though a very imperfect 
speaker, would almost always carry: his points 
against the most florishing orator, who had not 
the character of sincerity. ‘To express my sense 
of the importance of a good private character in 
public affairs more strongly, I said the advantage 
of having it, and the disadvantage of not having — 
it, were so great; that I even believed if George ITT; 
hadihad a bad private character, and John Wilkes 
a good one, the latter might have turned’ the former 
out of his king¢dom.—Lord Shelburne, the father — 
of Lord Fitzmaurice, has unfortunately the cha- 
racter of being insincere ; and it has hurt much his 
usefulness ; though in all my concerns with him, I 
never saw vias ee of tO — ended |e 
[This Journal ee not appear ‘to qeees nin 
continued further at this period: it is to’ be re- 
. wpe it is not more pe vemnoengy a 
TAME OBES ee OP St deHey 
ane the year 1784, = crn magneton wae 
considerable noise in’ the’ ‘world, ' particularly: at 
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Paris; it was thought a matter of such importance, 
that the king appointed commissioners to examine 
into the foundation of this pretended science. Dr: 
Franklin, at the particular request of his Majesty, 
signified to him by a letter from the minister, con- 
sented to be one of the number. After a fair and 
diligent examination, in the course of which 
Doctor Delon, a pupil and partner of Mesmer, re- 
peated a number of experiments, in the presence 
of the commissioners, some of which were tried 
upon themselves, they determined that it was a 
mere trick, intended to impose on the ignorant 
and credulous; and gave in their report accord- 
ingly to his Majesty; which was afterwards pub- 
lished for the information of the public. Mesmer, 
and his associate Delon, were thus interrupted: in 
their career to wealth and fame; and a most:inso- 
lent attempt to impose upon the human. under- 
standing, baflled. i AT GMO Lie 

Some time after, Dr. yas te im a letter to his 
friend Dr. Ingenhausz, thus notices the subject. . 

“‘ Mesmer continues here, and has still some 
adherents, and some practice. It is surprising 
how much credulity still subsists in the world. I 
suppose all the physicians in France put together 
have not made so. much money, during the time 
he has been here, as he alone has done! And) we 
have now a fresh folly. A magnetiser pretends 
that he-can, by.establishing what is callédva ‘rap- 
port between any: person and: a somnambule, put at 
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in the power of that person to direct the actions of 
the somnambule by a simple strong volition only, 
without speaking or making any signs ; and many 
people daily flock to see this strange operation.” — 
The important ends of Dr. Franklin’s mission to 
Europe being attained by the establishment and 
acknowledgment of American independence; and 
the infirmities of age and disease increasing upon 
him, he became more and more desirous of being 
relieved from his public situation, and of returning 
to his native country. Upon a renewed applica- 
tion to congress to be recalled, he at length ob- 
tained his request, and Mr. Jefferson was appointed 
to succeed him; a more able and suitable succes- 
sor, in every respect, could not have been found. 

The following letters passed on this occasion 
between Dr. Franklin and the French minister 
for foreign affairs, : stat 


To HIS Bedicmalill Count DE ‘VencExnns, 
—&e. &e. 


Sir, : Passy, May 3, 1785. 


I have the honor to acquaint. your 
Excellency, that I have at length obtained, and 
yesterday received, the permission of congress to 
return to America. As my malady makes it im- 
practicable for me to pay my devvirs at Versailles 
omen may I beg the favor of you, sir, to exe 
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press respectfully for me to his Majesty, the deep 
sense I have of all the inestimable benefits his 
goodness has conferred on my country; a senti- 
ment that it will be the business of the little re- 
mainder of life now left me, to impress equally on — 
the minds of all my countrymen. My sincere 
prayers are, that God may shower down his bless- 
ings on the King, the Queen, their children, and 
all the royal family, to.the latest generations! _ 
_. Permit me, at the same time, to offer you. my 
thankful acknowledgments for the protection and. 
countenance you afforded me at my arrival, and 
your many favors durmg my residence here; of 
which I shall always, retain the most srateful re- 
membrance. 

_My grandson. would have bal, the honor of 
waiting on you with this letter, but he has been 
some time ill ofa fever. 

With the greatest esteem and respect, and. ‘best 
wishes for the constant prosperity of yourself, and 
all your amiable family, I am, sir, your Excel- 
lency’s most obedient and most humble servant, 

B. FRANKLIN. 


[Answer to the foregoing. | 
A son Excettence Mons. FRANKLIN. 
> 


A Versailles, le 22 Mai, 1785. 


a J’ai appris avec beaucoup de peine, 
Monsieur, votre, retr aite et votre prochain départ 
VOL. II. L 
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pour l’Amérique. Vous ne devez pas douter que’ 
les regrets que vous laisserez, ne soient’ propor 
tionnés A la considération dont vous jouissez’ 4°si’ 
juste titre. Je puis vous assurer, Monsieur,’ que 
Vestime que le Roi vous porte, ne vous laisse rien 
a désirer, et que sa Majesté apprendra avec une 
véritable satisfaction, que vos compatriotes ont 
récompensé d’une maniére digne de vous, les im- 
portans services que vous leur avez rendus. -° ~ 
Je vous prie, Monsieur, de me conserver une 

part dans votre souvenir, et de ne jamais douter 
de la sincérité de Vintérét que je prends A votre 
bonheur: il a pour principe les’ sentimens dat- 
tachement que je vous ai voués, et avee lesquels 

j'ai Yhonneur. d’étre, Monsieur, votre. trés-humble 
et trés-obéissant gah Der nena . 

One of the last ‘ublia acts of Dr. Franklin’ in 

Europe, as plenipotentiary from congress, took 
place on the 9th of July, 1785, when he concluded 
and signed (jointly with other American :commis- 
sioners) a treaty of amity and commerce between 
the United States of America and the King of 
Prussia. This treaty is remarkable as containing 
astrong and lasting testimony, of Dr. Franklin’s 

wonted. philanthropy....In..it. was. introduced. for 
the first time, (and, to the disgrace of governments, 

perhaps for the last) that benevolent article against 
the molestation of the persons and’ property of un-— 
armed citizens in time of war; .and against priva- 
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teering,, .The establishing of this principle as the 
future law of nations, was a favorite object of Dr. 
Franklin. In the beginning of the year 1783, he 
formally proposed the same to the British govern- 
ment, through the medium of one of its envoys, as 
appears by his letter to Mr. Oswald of the 14th 
Jan. 1783; to which is subjoined his motives and 
arguments at length, in favor of this improvement 
of the law of nations.’ . The article then proposed 
was nearly the same as that which he afterwards 
actually introduced, and constituted a part of the, 
treaty with Prussia. _It runs thus: 


ARTICLE 23. ° 

“Tf war should arise between the two contracting parties, the 
merchants of either country then residing in the other, shall be 
allowed to remain nine months to. collect their- debts and:settle 
their affairs, and may depart freely, carrying off all their effects 
without molestation or hindrance. And all women and chil- 
dren, scholars of every faculty, cultivators of the earth, arti- 
zans, manufacturers, and fishermen, unarmed, and inhabiting 
unfortified towns, villages, and places ; and in general all others 
whose occupations are for the common subsistence and benefit 
of mankind, shall be allowed to continue their respective em- 
ployments, and shall not be molested in their persons; nor shall 
their houses or goods be burnt or otherwise destroyed, nor their 
fields wasted by the armed force of the enemy, into whose 
power, by the events of the war, they may happen to fall: but 
if any thing is necessary to be taken from them for the use of 
such armed force, the same shall be paid for at a reasonable 
price. And all merchant and trading vessels, employed in ex- 
changing the products of different places, and thereby rendering 
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the necessaries, coriveniences, aiid comforts of human life, ‘more’ 
easy to be obtained, and: more general, shall be allowed to pass! 
free and unmolested ; and neither of the contracting powers shall 
grant or issue any commission to any private armed vessels, em-, 
powering them to take or destroy such trading vessels, or in- 
ok such commerce.” , ie 
| : 1) 
| During Dr. Franklin’s residence in France, not-’ 
withstanding the important and multifarious con- 
cerns attending his public situation, he never- 
theless found time to write several papers on philo- 
sophical and other subjects, which will appear in 
their appropriate places, in a subsequent volume, 
containing a selection of his most approved poli- 
tical, philosophical,- and miscellaneous writings: 


A few days before he left Passy, he received an’ 


additional proof of the personal esteem entertained’ 
for him at the court of France, by the following 
letter from the Marechal Duc de. Castries, the 
minister of the marine. hi a ac fei cigs Then 


A SON Exonnbanon oi FRANKLIN, &c. &e. + 


Versailles, le 10 Juillet, 1785. te 48 
Je n’ai appris, Monsieur, que depuis 


trds-peu de jours, les dispositions que vous. avez. 


faites pour votre départ. Si jen eusse été informé 
plutdt, je me serois empressé 4 proposer au Roi de’ 
destiner une frégate pour vous transporter dans’ 
votre patrie, d’une maniére A lui faire connoitre la 
considération que les services .distingués que vous. 
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avez rendus, vous ont acquis en France, et les 
-bontés particulidres de Sa Majesté pour vous. 

_Je vous prie, Monsieur, d’agréer mes regrets, et 
une nouvelle assurance de la plus parfaite considé- 
ration avec laquelle j’ai Vhonneur d’étre, Monsieur, 
“votre trés-humble et trés-obéissant serviteur, 

Le MarecHAL DE CastTRIES. 


The infirmity under which Dr. Franklin labored, 
was such, that he could not support the motion of 
a carriage. In consequence, the queen's litter 
borne by Spanish mules was kindly offered and 
eratefully accepted, to convey him from Passy to 
Havre-de-Grace, where he proposed embarking. 
In this easy vehicle he made that journey, fol- 
slowed by his family and some friends in carriages. 
-On theroad, he experienced every mark of respect, 
attention, and kindness, from several of the no- 
bility and gentry whose chateaux lay adjoining, 
and particularly from the Cardinal de la Roche- 
foucault at Gaillon, where he passed a night with 
his accompanying friends and attendants. He ar- 
rived safe at Havre, without having experienced 
any material inconvenience from the journey, and 
there embarked in a small packet, crossed the 
British channel, and landed at Southampton. 
Here he remained a few days, and had the satis- 
faction of seeing his son, the former governor of 
New Jersey, and receiving the visits of several of 
-his English friends. Among these were the Bishop 
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of St. Asaph (Dr. Shipley), Mr. Alexander, “Mr. 
Benj. Vaughan, &c. &c. He embarked on ‘board | a 
Philadelphia ship called the London Packet, Capt 

Thos. ‘Truxton, on July 27, and after < a iapehiti 
voyage arrived at Philadelphia on the qath: ‘Se - 
tember. But his own account of his j journey ‘from 
Passy to Havre, and his subsequent voyage to 
Southampton, and thence to America, as ‘taken 


from his pocket journal, may not inet bee en- 
tirely void of interest. It is as follows. i, 


a, r% ae 
¢ vey ue¥y . 
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“ Having staid i in. France about 81 years, ny took 
leave of the court and my friends, and set. out! on 
my return home, July 12, 1785, leaving Passy 
with my two. aut sons, at 4 P. M.; arrived about 
8 at St. Germain's. M. de Chaumont, “with his 
daughter Sophia, accompanied us to Nanterre. 
M. Le Veillard will continue with us to. Havre. 
We met at St. Germain’s the Miss Alexanders with 
. Mrs. Williams our cousin, who had provided a 
lodging for me at M. Benoit’s. I found that the 
_ motion of the litter, lent me by the Duke de Coigny, 
did not much incommode me. It was one. of. the 
_ queen’s, carried by two very large mules, the mule- 
.teer riding another; M.le V. and my children i ina 
carriage. We drank tea at M. ‘Benoit 8, and went 
early to bed. | Acton 

Wednesday, July 13. Breakfast Ath our 
friends, take leave and continue our journey, dine” 
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at,a good inn at Meulan, and get to Afantes in the 
evening. A messenger from the Cardinal de Ro- 
chefoucault meets us there, with an invitation to 
us to stop at his house at Gaii/on the next day, ac- 
quainting us at the same time, that he would take - 
‘no excuse; for, beimg all-powerful in his arch- 
bishopric, he would stop us znolens volens at his ha- 
bitation, and not permit us to lodge any where 
else. We consented. Lodged at Mantes. Found 
myself very little fatigued with the day's journey, 
the mules going only foot pace. 

Thursday, July 14, , Proceed early, and break- 
fast at Vernon. Received a visit there from 
Vicomte de Tilly and his Comtesse. Arrive at 
the cardinal’s without dining, about six in the af- 
ternoon. It is a superb ancient chateau, built 
about 350 years since, but in fine preservation, on 
an elevated situation, with an extensive and beau- - 
tiful view over a well-cultivated country. The car- 
_dimal is archbishop of Rouen. A long gallery con- 
tains. the pictures of all his predecessors. The 
chapel i is elegant in the old style, with well-painted 
glass windows. ‘The. terrace magnificent. We 
supped early. The entertainment was kind and 
cheerful. We were allowed to vo early to bed, on 
account of our intention to depart early in the 
morning. The cardinal pressed us to pass another 
day with him, offering to amuse us with hunting in 
his park: but the necessity we are under of being 
in time at Havre, would not permit. So we took 
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Jeave and retired to rest. The cardinal ‘is ‘intuch | 
‘respected and beloved by the people of. this coun- 
try, bearing in all respects an excellent character. 
F ey, July 15. Set out about five inthe morn’ 
g, travelled till ten, then stopped to breakfast; 
da remained i in the inn during the heat of the day. 
“We had heard at the cardinal’s, that our friend Mr. 
‘Holker of Rouen had been out that day: ‘as far as 
Port St. Antoine to’ meet us’; expecting us there 
from a letter of M. de. Chanmont's. ‘Here came'to 
us one of his servants, who was sent’ to‘inquire if 
“any accident had happened to us on the road, ‘and 
was ordered to proceed till he got’ intelligence.” He 
‘went directly back, and we pr oceeded. "Wé ‘passed 
a chain of chalk mountains ‘very high, ‘with strata 
of flints. The quantity that appears ‘to have been 
washed away on one side of these mountains, léav- 
ing precipices of 300 feet high, gives an ‘idéa of 
extreme antiquity. It’ seems as if done by the 
beating of the sea. We got to Rouen about five; 
were most affectionately | received by Mr. and ‘Mrs. | 
Holker. A’ ereat company of ‘genteel people’ at é 
‘supper, which was our dinner. The chief ‘pres 
‘dent of the parliament and ‘his lady invite bina : 
‘dine the next day; but being pre- engaged with! 
“Holker, we compounded for drinking tea. “We 
‘lodge all at Mr. Holker’s. | 
od Satur day, July 16. A deputation | from’ the 
academy, of Rouen came with their compliments, 
which were delivered in fofm, and’a present for me 
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by one of the directors, being a magical square, 
which I think he said expressed my name. I’ have 
perused it since, but do not-comprehend it. The 
Duke de Chabot’s son, lately married to a Mont- 
morency, and colonel of a regiment now at Rouen, 
was present at the ceremony, being just come in to 
‘visit me. I forgot to mention that I-saw with plea- 
sure in the cardinals cabinet, a portrait of ‘this 
young man’s grandmother, Madame la Duchesse 
d’Enville, who had always been our friend, and 
treated us with great civilities at Paris; a aay Hi 
uncommon intelligence and merit. 

T received here also a present of books, 3 Gols: 
4to., from Dr. * * * * *, witha very gis letter, 
which I answered. wD . 

We had a great company at dinner; and at six 
“went in a chair to the president’s, where were as- 
‘sembled some gentlemen of the robe. We drank 
téa there, awkwardly made, for want \of practice, 
very little bemg drunk m France. I -went to:bed 
early; but. my company supped with a large invited 
‘party, and were entertained with excellent singing. 

Sunday, July 17. Set out early. “Mr. Holker 
accompanied us some miles, when we took an af- 
‘fectionate leave of each other. Dine at Jvetot, a 
large town, and arrive at Bolbec, being the longest 

“day's journey we have yet'made. It isa market- 
town of considerable bigness, and. seems thriving ; 
the people well clad, and appear better fed than 
those of the wine countries. A linen-printer here 
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offered to remove to America, but I did Aa portal 
rage him. 

Monday, July 18. Left Balbaaa yet ane ed 
o'clock, and arrive at Havre at five P. M., having 
stopped on the road at a miserable inn to bait. We 
were very kindly received by M. and Mde. Ruellan. 
The governor makes us a visit, and some tional 
gentlemen. 

. Tuesday, July 19. We receive adits in yi 
Scie the intendant, the governor or. commandant, 
the officers of the regiment of Poitou and Picardy, 
the corps of engineers, and. M.Limosin.. 

M. Limosin proposes several vessels; all very 
dear. We wait for the packet from Southampton. 
Dine at M. Ruellan’s, where we lodge. Receive 
the affiliation of the lodge at Rouen. . », pili 

Wednesday, July 20. Return the -aisitiea _ Re- 
ceive one from the corps de marine ;, and one|from 
the .corps d’artillerie. M. Houdon arrives , and 
brings me letters. Dine at M. Limosin’s. Present 
M. and Mde. Le Mesurier and their sister, agree- 
able people of Alderney (Auvigny). Kindly enter- 
tained by M.L. and his daughter. Return: the 
last visits. Avg aRAS 

‘The packaiBoatien arrives, a ci i captain den 
ieincs) calling at our lodging, we agree with him.to 
‘calry us and the baggage we have here for tengui- 

‘neas, to land us ‘at Cowes: We are to depart to- 
fanorrow prening. 6/4), 19). 44.>, ow vakpmeg ioe? 


( te 
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~°'Phursday, July 21.) We had another visit ‘from 

M. de Villeneuve, the commandant, inviting tis*to 
“dine with him to-morrow; but intending to go off 
“this evening, we could not accept that honor. 

Dine with our friendly host and hostess. | Mde. 
’Feinés, Mde. de Clerval, and two other ‘ladiés, 
‘visit M. Le Veillard, with several gentlemen. 

In the evening, when we thought we were on the 

point of departing, the captain of the packet comes 
-and acquaints us that the wind is right against us, 
vand blows so hard, that it is impossible to get: out, 
-and we give up the project till to-morrow. 

Friday, July 22.. Breakfast and take leave of 
‘some friends, and go on board the packet at half 
| after ten. ‘Wind not very fair, | 

‘Saturday, July 23. Buffet all night against: the 
north-west wind, ‘which was full ii owr teeth. 
‘This continued till two o'clock to-day, then came 
fair, and we stand our course. At Seven Pe mi we 
‘discover land, the Js/e of Wight. 

“Sunday, July 24:. We had a fair wind all rv, 
‘and this morning at seven! o'clock, being off Cowes, 
the captain represented to me the difficulty of get- 

» ting in there against the flood; and proposed that 
we should rather rum up to Southampton, which we 
did, and landed there between eight and nine. 
Met my son, who had arrived from Londonthe 
evening before, ‘with Mr. Williams and Mri J. 
Alexander. Wrote a letter to the bishop: of ‘St. 
Asaph, acquainting hini with my arrival, and he 
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came with his lady and daughter, Miss Kitty, after 
dinner, to see us: they talk of staying here as long 
as we do.- Our meeting was very affectionate. \I 
write letters to London, viz. to Messrs. W. J. M. 
and Co., to acquaint them with our arrival, ‘and 
_desire to know when the ship will sail, and to Mr. 
‘Williams. These letters went by post, before we 
_knew of his being here. Wrote ities ito she B. 
» Vaughan. 
Monday, July 25. The bishop and: pattie - 
Ing in the same inn, the Star, we all. lirvaligattiia 
dine together. I went at noon to:bathe in Martin’s 
"salt-water hot-bath, and floating on my back, fell 
asleep, and slept near an hour by my watch, without 
sinking or turning !'a thing I never did before, and 
should hardly have thought possible. Water is 
_the easiest: bed that can be. Read over the writings 
of conveyance, &c. of my son’s lands in’ New 
Jersey and New York to my grandson. ~ Write 
to M. Ruellan, M: Limosin, M. Holker, and M. 
Grand. ‘Southampton a very. neat pretty place. 
The two French gentlemen, our friends, much 
pleased with it. The bishop gives me a book in 
Ato. written by Dean Paley, and the family. dine 
with us.. Sundry friends came to see me from 
London; by one T receive a present of my friend 
Dr. Fothergill’s works, from Dr. Lettsom; and a 
book on finance from Mr. Gale. Mr. Williams 
tells me the ship had fallen down to Gravesend 
the 22d, so that she might be in the Downs the 
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24th, and possibly here to-morrow, that is, on the’ 
Mother Bank, which. we can see hence. Mr: 
Williams brought a letter from Mr. Nepean, secre- 
tary to Lord Townshend, addressed to Mr. Vaughan, 
expressing, that orders would be sent to the custom- 
house at Cowes not to trouble our baggage, &e. 
It is still here on board the packet that brought it 
over. Mr. Alexander takes leave for London; 
write by him to Mr. Jackson, Dr. Jeffries, Dr. 
Lettsom, and my son-in-law Bache, the latter to: 
be sent by the packet. 

July 26. Deeds signed betweén W. F ranklin® 
and W. T. Franklin. 

Mr. Williams having brought ainitay necessaries” 
for me, goes down with them to Cowes, to be ready 
for embarking. Capt. Jennings carries down our 
baggage that he brought from Havre... My dear 
friend, M. Le Veillard, takes leave to eo with him. 
Mr. Vaughan arrives from London, to see me. 

Wednesday, July 27. Give a power to my son’ 
to recover what may be due to me from the British 
government. Hear from J. Williams that the ship 
is come. 

We all dine once more with the bishop and’ 
family, who kindly accept our invitation to go:on 
board with us. We go down in a shallop to the 
ship. The captain entertains us at areacninn The: 
company stay all night. | 

Thursday, July 28. When I yoked: in ‘the morn- 
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ing found the company: gone; and the bie under: 
sail. ofinht. 
bn ile uh * * * *% 

‘Nothing material occurred during the passage: 
Dr. Franklin occupied himself, as in former voy=: 
ages, in ascertaining daily the temperature of the: 
sea water by the thermometer; and he wrote a very 
interesting ,and useful paper on “ Jmprovements 
in Navigation,’ which he addressed to Mons. 
Alphonse Le Roy, at Pans. It was afterwards 
read in the American Philosophical Society, Dec. 
3, 1785, and will be roe among his philosophical. 
writings. 


The foregoing little journal concludes thus : 


Tuesday, Sept. 13. The wind springing fair 
last evening after a calm, we found ourselves this 
morning, at sun-rising, abreast of the light-house, 
and between Capes May and Henlopen. We sail 
mto the bay very pleasantly ; water smooth, air 
cool, day fair and fine. 

We passed Newcastle about sun-set, and went on 
near to Redbank before the tide and wind failed, 
then came to an anchor. 

_ Wednesday, Sept. 14. With the flood in the 
morning came a light breeze, which brought us 
above Gloucester Point, in full view of dear Phila- 
~delphia ! when we again cast anchor to wait for the 
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health officer, who, having made his visit, and find- 
ing no sickness, gave us leave to land. My son-in-' 
law came with a boat for us; we landed at Market- 
Street wharf, where we were received by a crowd 
of people with huzzas, and accompanied with 
acclamations quite to my door. Found my family 
well. 1 | ) 
God be praised and thanked for all his mercies! 


Oa en 


END OF PART IV. 


Sa EES 


” 


176 MEMOIRS, OF PARTY. 


rd. Bray! 
* } "I 
4 J: 
iy ~ 
ue Fs Rios 
: i avtaet ré. % tpist 
PARE Niu .sicisreolgecipato 
\ t 3 , 7 ' 
, = “hn ORE 
y bipee aS 
‘+ 
eR LY 
poe re 
- 


Tue arrival of Dr. Franklin in Philadelphia is- 
thus accurately related by one of his historians: 
“ He was received amidst the acclamations of an 
immense number of the inhabitants, who flocked 
from all parts in order to see him, and conducted 
him in triumph to his own house. In the mean 
time, the cannon and the bells of the city announced 
the glad tidings to the neighboring country; and 
he was waited upon by the congress, the university, 
and all the principal citizens, who were eager to 
testify their esteem and veneration for his. character,” 

Another writer thus enthusiastically notices his 
_ return: 

“Ais ries tit Philadelphia resembled PB Seco | 
and he traversed the streets of that capital amidst 
the benedictions of a free and grateful people, , who — 
had _ not forgotten his services. 

“The warriors who had shed their blood for an 
independence, insured by means of his sagacity, 
were eager to exhibit to him their glorious wounds. 
He was surrounded by old men, who had petitioned 
Heaven to live long enough to behold his return; 
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and by a new generation eager to survey the fea- 
tures of a great man, whose talents, whose services, 
and whose virtues, had excited in their hearts the — 
first raptures of enthusiasm. Having advanced 
from a port, henceforth open to all nations, to a city, 
the model of all future capitals, he beheld the public 
school which he had founded,—in a state of splen- 
dor; and saw the hospital, the establishment of 
which had been one of his first services, and the in- 
crease of which was owing to his foresight,—now 
fully commensurate to all his wishes: the latter by 
solacing suffermg humanity; the former by aiding 
the progress of reason. He then turned his eyes 
towards the neighboring country, embellished by 
liberty, in which, in the midst of public prosperity, 
were still to be seen some vestiges of the ravages 
of the English; but these only served by their con- 
trast to endear still more the pleasures arising from 
peace—and victory!” hpi 

The following are some of the numerous congra- 
tulatory addresses presented to Dr. Franklin on 
his return; 


To the Hon, Bensamin Franxuin, Esq. LL. D. &c. 


The representatives of the freemen of the common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania, in general assembly met, in the most 
affectionate manner congratulate you on your safe arrival im 
your country, after so long an absence on the most important 
business. We likewise congratulate you on the firm establish- 
ment of the independence of America, and the settlement of 

VOL. II, M 
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a general peace, after the interesting struggle in which we 
were solongengaged. | . 7 AS Pao ak 

We are confident, sir, that we sale the sentiments of this 
whole country, when we say, that your services, in the public 
councils and negotiations, have not only merited the thanks 
of the present generation, but will be recorded in the pages of 
history, to your immortal honor. And it is particularly pleas- 
ing to us, that, while we are sitting as niembers of the assembly 
of Pennsylvania, we have the happiness of welcoming into the 
state, a person who was so greatly instrumental in forming 
its free constitution. 0: O85 

May it please God to give you a serene and peaceful en- 
joyment of the evening of life, and a participation of that hap- 
piness you have been so instrumental in securing to others! 

Signed, by order of the House, | 
- Joun Bayarp, Speaker. 
. Assembly Chambers, Sept. 15, 1785. : 


Dr. FRANKLIN’s REPLY. 


a 


Mr. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN, 


f 7) 
i BE 


Tam extremely happy to find by ie tv friendly oa 
affectionate address, that my endeavors to serve our country 
in the late important struggle, have met with the approbation 
of so respectable a body as the representatives of the freemen 
of. Pennsylvania. I esteem that approbation as one of the 
greatest honors of my life. I hope the peace with which — 
God has been graciously pleased to bless us may be lasting, — 
and that ihe free constitution we now enjoy, may long contri- 
bute to. promote our common felicity. The kind wishes of 
the general assembly for my particular happiness affect me. 
very sensibly, and I beg = eres. my thankful ac- 
nc giienise | as) vga 8 yet 
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To the Hon. Be iididesox FRanxury, Esq. LL. D. thei 


~ Sis, ay , 
{t is with peculiar pleasure that the American Phi- 
dosophical Society address you on this occasion. | 

The high consideration and esteem in which we hold your 
character, so intimately combine with our regard for the pub- 
lic welfare, that we participate eminently in the general satis- 
faction which your return to America produces. 

We bid you welcome to your native country, for whieh you 
have done the most essential services :—and we welcome you 
to this chair, your occupying of which, as President, adds to 
our institution much lustre in the eyes of the world. 

Sir, it reflects-honor on philosophy, when one distinguished 
by his deep investigations, and many valuable improvements 
in it, is known to be equally distinguished for his philanthropy, 
patriotism, and liberal attachment to the rights of human 
nature. 

We know the favorable influence that freedom has upon 
thé growth of sciences and arts. We derive encouragement. 
and extraordinary felicity,from an assemblage of recent memot- 
able events. 

And, while we boast in a most pleasing equality perma- 
nently ascertained, and that independence which you had so 
great a share in establishing, we have reason to expect, that 
this society will proceed with an increasing success, to con- 
duet theimportant business for which they originally associated. 


Tre PRESIDENT’s ANSWER. 


GENTLEMEN, _. : 


The great honor done me by this society, in sc 
me so many years successively their president, notwithstanding 
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my absence in Europe, and the very kind welcome they are 
pleased to give me on my return, demand my most grateful 
acknowledgments; which I beg they would be pleased to ac- 
cept, with my warmest wishes of success to their laudable ea- 
-_deavors forthe promoting of useful knowledge among us, to 
-which I shall be happy if I can in any degree contribute.” 


te Ree 


Le he 


“To the jie Bensamin FRranxuin, Esq. LL. D. Ke. 


piv Address of the Provost, V. Provost, and Professors of 
‘the ‘University of Pennsylvania. | 


Honorep SiR, 7 
The Provost, V. Provost, and Peiiéaeath af’ the 
University of Pennsylvania, beg leave to congratulate you on 
your safe arrival in your native country, after having accom- 
plished the duties of your exalted character with dignity a ane 
success. 

While we participate in the general happiness of. doisities, 
to the establishment of which your political abilities and pa- 
triotic exertions have so signally contributed ; we feel a parti- 
_ cular pleasure in paying our acknowledgments to the gentle- 
tan who first projected the liberal plan of the institution 
over which we have.the honor to preside. : 

Not contented with enriching the world with the most im-. 
portant. discoveries in natural philosophy, your benevolence 
and liberality of sentiment early.engaged you to make provision 
for exciting a spirit of inquiry into the secret operations of 
nature; for exalting and refining the genius of America, by 
the propagation of useful learning; and for qualifying many 
of her sons to make that illustrious figure which has command- 
ed the esteem and admiration of -the-most ates nations of 
Europe. Mists. Abyepe gw sat wat EA oe 
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Among the many benevolent projections which have laid so, 
ample.a foundation for the esteem.and gratitude.of your-na-, 
tive country, permit this seminary to reckon her first establish- 
ment, upon the solid principles of equal liberty, as one of the 
most considerable and important: and now, when restored- 
through the influence of our happy constitution, to-her origi- 
nal broad and catholic bottom; when enriched by the protec- 
tion and generous donations of a public-spirited and patriotie . 
assembly ; and when florishing under the countenance of the 
best friends of religion, learning, and liberty in the state; ‘she 
cannot but promise herself the continued patronage of the 
evening of that life which diyine Providence has so eminently 
distinguished. 

May the same indulgent Providence yet continue your pro- 
tracted life, enriched and crowned with the best of blessings, 
to nurse and cherish this favorite child of your youth; that 
the future sons of science in this western world may have ad- 
ditional reason to remember the name of FRANKLIN with 
gratitude and pleasure. 


Signed, in the name and ‘by order of the F seni? by ° 
Philadelphia, Sept. 16, 1785. Joun Ewine, Provost. 


_ Dr. Franxuin’s ANswer, 


i am greatly obliged, stmt by your kind con- 
gratulations on my safe arrival. 

lt gives me extreme: pleasure to find, that seminaries of 
lence ‘are increasing in Americay and particularly that’ the 
university oyer which you preside, continues to florish. | My 
best wishes will always attend it. 

The instruction of youth is one of those employments 
which to the public are most useful; it ought therefore to be 
esteemed among ‘the most Honorable: its sicéessful exercise 
does not, however, always meet with the reward it merits, 
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except in the satisfaction of having dontrib uted to the paired 
of virtuous and able men for the service ‘of their country. 


The constitutional society of Philadelphia, the 
justices of the city, the officers of the militia, and 
several other bodies, presented to Dr. Franklin on 
his arrival, addresses of congratulation nearly s simi- 
lar; and shortly after he received the following 
letter fr om that illustrious character, General Wash- 
ington: 


Dear Sir, Mount Vernon, Sept. 25, 1985, 
Amid the public gratulations om your safe return to 
America, after a long absence, and the many eminent services 
you have rendered it—for which as a benefited person t feel 
the obligation—permit an individual to join the public voice 
in expressing his sense of them; and to assure you, that as no 
one entertains more respect for your character, so none can 
salute you with more sincerity or with Se wy pleasure than 
tT do on the occasion. ee 
I am, dear Sir, © 
your most obedient and most humble servant, 
The Hon. Dr. Franklin, .G, WasuHineTon. 


13), 8.) 
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Soum after Dr. Franklin’s‘anival in Philadelphia, J 
he was chosen a member of the supreme executive 
council of that city; and shortly after was elected 
président of the state of Pennsylvania; which ho- 
norable situation he filled. the whole time allowed 
by the constitution, viz. three successive years. 
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When a general convention of the states was 
summoned to meet in Philadelphia, in 1787, for 
the purpose of giving more energy to the govern- 


ment of the Union, by revising and amending the © 


articles of confederation, Dr, Franklin was appoint- 
ed.a delegate from the state of Pennsylvania to that 
convention; as such he signed the new constitution 
agreed on for the United States, and gave it the 
most unequivocal marks of his approbation. 

The following Notes and Remarks, drawn up by 
Dr. Franklin, together with the substance of some 
of his speeches in this convention, will be found of 
considerable interest; and on this account, as well 
as to show his general ideas on goverment, are 
here inserted. 

ProprosaL FoR CONSIDERATION, 
June 26, 1787. 
That the legislatures of the several states shall choose 
and send an equal number of delegates, namely who 
are to compose the second branch of the general legislature. 

That in all:cases or questions wherein the sovereignties of 
the individual states may ‘be affected, or whereby their au- 
thority over their own citizens may be diminished, or the au- 
thority of the general government within the several states 
augmented, each state shall have equal suffrage. 

That in the appointment of all civil officers of the general 
government, in ‘the election of whom the second branch may 
by the constitution have part, each state shall have equal 
suffrage. 

'~ ‘Phat in fixing the salaries of such officers, in all allowances 
for public services, and -generally in all appropriations and 


| 
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dispositions of money to be drawn out of the general treasury, 
and in all Jaws for supplying the treasury, the delegates of the 
several, states shall have suffrage in proportion to the sums 
their, respective states had actually contributed to that treas 
SUrY from: their taxes or internal excises. sas 

. That in case general duties should be laid by i uber ott 
goods imported, a liberal estimation shall be made of the 
amount of such impost paid in the price of the commodities 


by, those states that import but little, and a proportionate — 


addition shall be allowed of suffrage to such states, and an 
equal diminution of the suffrage of the states importing: 


Se 2 shee 


BER 2 


REMARKS. 


eae steady course. of public measures is most st probably 
to be expected froma number. 43 Ge 

A single person’s measures may be good. ‘The successor 
often differs in opinion of those measures, and adopts others.. 
Often is. ambitious of distinguishing himself by opposing 
them, and offering new projects. One is peaceably disposed ;, 


another may be fond of war, &c. . Hence foreign states can, 


neyer have that confidence in the treaties or friendship of such 
a government, as in that which is conducted by a numbers: . 

The single head may be sick; who is to conduct the pub- 
lic affairs in that case? When he dies, who are to conduct 
till a new election? Ifa council, why not continue them ? 
Shall we not be harassed with factions for the election of 
successors? become, like Poland, weak from our dissensions? 

Consider the present distracted condition of Holland: ‘They 
had at first a stadtholder, the Prince of Orange, a man of. 


undoubted and great merit. . They found some mconveniences,.: 


however, in the extent of powers annexed to that office, and 
exercised, by a single.person.. .On his death, they resumed 
and divided. those powers among the states and cities; but 


\ 
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there has been:a constant struggle since between that family — 
and the nation. —In thelast century, the then Prince of Orange 
found means to inflame the populace against their magistrates, 
excite a general.insurrection, im which an excellent minister, 
Dewit, was murdered, all the old magistrates displaced, and 
the stadtholder re-invested with all the former powers. In 
this century, the father of the present stadtholder having 
married.a British princess, did, by exciting another ‘insurree- 
tion, force from the nation a decree that the stadtholdership 
should be thenceforth hereditary in his family::, And now his 
son, being suspected of having favored England. in the late 
war, and thereby lost the confidence of the nation, is forming 
an internal faction to support his power, and reinstate his 
favorite the Duke of Brunswick; and he holds up his family 
alliances with England and Prussia to terrify opposition. It 
was this conduct of the stadtholder which induced the states 
to recur to the protection of France, and put their troops 
under a French, rather than the stadtholder’s German general, 
the Duke of Brunswick. ‘And this is the source of all the 
‘present disorders in Holland, which, if the stadtholder has 
abilities equal to his inclinations, will probably, aftera ruinous 
and bloody civil war, end in establishing an naire mo- 
narchy in his family. 


hae 


SPEECH of Dr. Fran KLIN in the Convention, on the subj- 
ject of SALARIES. 


Sir, . seaiaaiy | 
It is with reluctance that I rise to express a dis- 
approbation of any, one article of the plan, for which we are 
so much, obliged to the honorable gentleman who laid it 
before us. From. its first reading Ihave borne a good-will 
to it, and in general wished it success. In this particular of 
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‘salaries to the executive branch, [shappen to differ; and as: 
my opinion may appear new and chimerical, it is only from 
a persuasion that it is right, and from a-sense of duty that I 
hazard it.' The committee will. judge of my reasons ‘when 
they have heard them, and their judgment may possibly change 
mine. i think I see mconveniences in the appointment of 
salaries: [ see none in refusing them; but, on the contrary, 
great advantages. 

Sir, there are two passions which have a powerful ‘influence 
in the affairs of men. These are ambition and avarice; the 
love of power, and the love of money. Separately, each of. 
- these has great force in prompting men to-action; but when 
united in view of the same object, they have m many minds 
the most violent effects. Place before the eyes of such men 
apostof honor that‘shall at the same time be a place of profit, 
and they will move heaven and earth ‘to obtain it. The ‘vast 
number.of such placesitis that renders the British govern- 
ment. so tempestuous. ‘The struggles for them are the true 
source of all those factions which are perpetually dividing 
the nation, distracting its councils, hurrying it sometimes into 
fruitless:and mischievous wars, and often compelling ¢ a sub- 
mission ‘to dishonorable terms of peace. , 

And of what kind are‘the men that will strive ibe this pro- 
fitable pre-eminence, through all the bustle of cabal, the heat 
of contention, the infinite mutual abuse of parties, tearing to 
pieces the best of characters? It will not be the wise and 
- moderate, the lovers of peace and good order, the men fittest 
for the trust. It will be the bold and the violent, the men of 
strong passions and indefatigable activity in their selfish pur- 
suits. These will ‘thrust themselves into your government, 
and be your rulers. And these, too, will be mistaken in the 
expected happiness of their situation; for their vanquished 
‘competitors of the same spirit, and from the same motives, 
will perpetually be endeavoring to distress their administra- 
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tion, thwart their measures, and render them odious to the 
people. 3 pe ate maven? 
* Besides these evils, sir, though we may set out in the be- 
ginning with moderate salaries, we shall find that such will 
not'be of long continuance. Reasons will never be wanting 
for proposed augmentations ; and there will always be a party 
for giving more to the rulers, that the rulers may be able in 
return to give more to them. Hence, as all history mforms 
us, there has been in every state and kingdom, ‘a constant kind 
of warfare between the governing and the governed ; ‘the one 
striving to. obtain more for its support, and the other to pay 
less. And this has alone occasioned great convulsions, actual. 
civil wars, ending either in dethroning of the princes or’en- 
slaving of the people. Generally, indeed, the ruling power 
carries its point, and we see the revenues of princes constantly 
Increasing, and ‘we see that’they are never satisfied, but always 
in want of more. The more the people are discontented | 
‘with the oppression of taxes, the greater need the prince has 
‘of money to distribute among his partizans, and pay the troops 
‘that-are to suppress all resistance, and enable him to plunder 
at pleasure. There is scarce a king in a hundred who would 
not, if he could, follow the example of Pharach,—get first 
all the people’s money, then all their lands, and then make 
them and their children servants for ever. It will be said, 
‘that we do not propose ‘to establish kings.—I know it.—But 
“there is a’natural mclination in mankind to kingly government. 
Tt sometimes relieves them from aristocratic domination. They 
“had rather have one tyrant than five hundred. It gives more 
‘of the appearance of equality among citizens ; and that they 
like. I am appréhensive, therefore,—perhaps too apprehen- 
sive,—that the government of these states may in future times 
‘end n'a monarchy. But this catastrophe, I think, may be 
Yong delayed, if in our proposed system we donot sow the 
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seeds of contention, faction, and tumult, by making our posts, 
of honor places of profit. If. we do, I fear that though we 
employ at first a number and not a single person, the number 
will m_.time be set aside; it will only nourish the foetus of a 
king, (as the honorable gentleman from Virginia very aptly 
expressed it,) and a king will the sooner be set over us. 

_ It may be imagined by some that, this is an Utopian iii 
and that. we can never find men to. serve us m the executive 
department, witlout paying them well for. their services, I 
conceive this to be a mistake. Some existing. facts present 
themselves to me, which incline me toa contrary opinion, 
The high sheriff of a county in England is an honorable office, 
but. it 1s not a. profitable one. It is rather expensive, and 
therefore not sought for. But yet it is executed, and well 
executed, and usually. by some of the principal gentlemen, of 
the county. In France, the office of counsellor, or member 
of their judiciary. parliaments, i is more honorable. | It is there- 
fore purchased. at_a high price ; there are indeed fees on the 
law. proceedings, which are divided among them, but these 
fees do not amount to more than three per. cent, on the gu sum 
paid for the place. , ‘Therefore. as legal i interest As there at 
five per cent,, they in fact pay two. per cent, for being allow- 
ed to do the judiciary business. of, the nation, which i ig at the 
same time entirely exempt from. the burthen of paying them 
any salaries for their services. I do not, however, mean to 
recommend this as an_eligible mode for;our judiciary, depart- 
ment. _Lyonly, bring thes instance to. show that, the nlpsewre 


ras eee Be 
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conduct entitles ‘them. ta are. 2. sufficient motives. “with, some 
minds to give up a great portion of their, time tothe. public, 
without the mean inducement. of pecuniary satisfaction... 
Another instance is that of a respectable society, who Tana 
made the experiment, and_practised.it-with success, now more 
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than a hundred years.—1 ‘mean the Quakers. ‘It is an estab- 
lished rule with them that they are not to go to law, but in 
their controversies they must apply to their monthly, quar- 
terly, and yearly meetings. Committees of these sit with 
patience to hear the parties, and spend much time in com- 
posing their differences. In doing this, they are supported 
by a sense of duty, and the respect paid to usefulness. It is 
honorable to be so employed, but it was never made profit- 
able by salaries, fees, or perquisites. And indeed im all cases 
of public service, the less the profit the greater the honor. ° 

To bring the matter nearer home, have we not seen the 
greatest and most important of our offices, that of general of 
our armies, executed for eight years together, without the 
smallest salary, by a patriot whom I will not now offend by 
any other praise; and this through fatigues and distresses in 
common with the other brave men his military friends and 
companions, and the constant anxieties peculiar to his station ? 
and shall we doubt finding three or four men in all the United 
States, with public spirit enough to bear sitting in peaceful 
council, for perhaps an equal term, merely to préside over 
eur civil concerns, and see that our laws are duly executed? 
Sir, have a better opinion of our country. © I think we shall 
never be without a sufficient number of wise and good men 
to undertake and execute, well and faithfully, the office in 
question, — | renee | 

Sir, the saving of the salaries, that may at first be proposed, 
ig not an object with me, ‘The subsequent mischiefs of pro- 
posing them are what I apprehend. And therefore ‘it is that 
T move the amendment. If it is not seconded or accepted, 
1 must be contented with the satisfaction of having delivered 
my opinion frankly, and done my duty. | 
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SPEECH of Dr. Franklin in a Committee of the Convention. 
On the Proportion of Representation and Vc otes. Lai 


\ 

Mr. CuaiRMAN, 

_ Ithas given me great pleasure to no 
that till this point, the Proportion of Representation, came 
before us, our debates were carried on with great coolness 
and temper. If any thing of a contrary kind has on this 
occasion appeared, I hope it will not be repeated ; for we 
are sent hither to consult, not to contend, with each, other ; 
and declarations of a fixed opinion and of determined resolu- | 
tions. never to change it, neither enlighten nor convince us, 
Positiveness and warmth on one side naturally beget their 
like on the other; and tend to create and augment discord 
and division in a great concern, wherein harmony and union 
are extremely necessary, to give weight to our counsels, and 
render them effectual in promoting and securing the conan 
good. | , 

I must own that I was tninilin of opinion it sale be 
better if every member of congress, or our national | council, 
were to consider himself rather as a representative of the 
whole, than as an agent for the interests of a particular state, 
in which case the proportion of members for each state would 
be of less consequence, and it would not be very. material 
whether they voted by states or individually. But as 1 find 
this is not to be expected, I now think the number of repre- — 
sentatives should bear some proportion. to the number of the | 
represented, and that the decisions should be by the majority 
of members, not by the majority of states. This is objected 
to from an apprehension that the greater states would then 
swallow up the smaller. I do not at present clearly see what 
advantage the greater states could propose to themselves by 
swallowing the smaller, and therefore do not apprehend they 
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would attempt it. I recollect that in the beginning of this 
century, when the union was proposed of the two kingdoms, 
England and Scotland, the Scotch patriots were full of fears, 
that unless they had an equal number of representatives in 
parliament, they. should be rumed by the superiority of the 
English. They finally agreed, liowever, that the different 
proportions of importance in the union of the two nations 
should be attended to; whereby they were to have only forty 
members in the house of commons, and only sixteen of their 
peers were to sit in the house of lords; a very great inferiority 
of numbers! And yet to this day, I de not recollect that any 
thing has been done in the parliament of Great Britain to 
the prejudice of Scotland; and whoever looks over the lists 
of public officers civil and military of that nation, will find, 
I believe, that the North Britons enjoy at least their full pro- 
portion of emolument. 

But, sir, in the present mode of voting by states, it is 
equally in the power of the lesser states to swallow up the 
greater; and this is mathematically demonstrable. Suppose, 
for example, that seven smaller states had each three mem- 
bers in the house, and the six larger to have, one with ano- 
ther, six members. And that upona question, two members 
of each smaller state should be in the affirmative, and one in — 
the negative, they will make 

Affirmatives ... . . - « 14. Negatives 7: 

And that all the large states sabia | 

be unanimously in the negative, | 
they would make . . . . . Negatives 36 


: 


Inall . 43 
It is then apparent that the 14 carry the question against 
the 43, and the minority overpowers the majority, contrary 


to the common practice of assemblies in all countries and 
ages, 


WEES 
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The greater ste, sir, are naturally as —,* to have 
their property left in the-disposition of the smaller, as the 
smaller are to leave theirs in the disposition of the greater. 
An honorable gentleman has, to avoid this difficulty, hinted a 
- proposition of equalising the states. It appears to me an 
equitable one; and I should, for my own part, not be against 
such a measure, if it might be found practicable. Formerly, 
indeed, when almost every province had a different constitu- 
tion, some with greater, others with fewer privileges, it was 
of importance to the borderers, when their boundaries were 
contested, whether, by running the division lines, they were 
placed on one side or the other. At present, when such differ- 
ences are done away, it is less material. ‘The interest of a 
state is made up of the interests of its individual members. 
If they are not injured, the state is not injured. Small states 
are more easily, well, and happily governed, than large ones. 
If, therefore, in such an equal division, it should be found 
necessary to diminish Pennsylvania, I should not be averse to 
the giving a part of it to New Jersey, and another to Dela- 
ware; but as there would probably be considerable difficul- 
ties in adjusting such a division; and however equally made. 
at first, it would be continually varying by the augmentation: 
of inhabitants in some states, and their more fixed propor-. 
tion in others, and thence frequent occasion for new divi- 
sions ; I beg leave to propose. for the consideration of the: 
committee another mode, which appears to me to be*as 
equitable, more easily carried into practice, and more perma= 
nent in its nature. 1 des eh 

Let the weakest state say what iaieekiies oti money or 
force it is able and willing. to furnish for the general pur- 
poses of the union, wr ee jh ih. 

Let. all ‘the others oblige demeses to. paren each we 
equal proportion. 
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The whole of these joint owpplies to, be ag in the 
disposition of congress. 

The congress inthis case to be composed of an oct 
number of delegates from each state: 

And their decisions to be by the majority of individual 
members voting. 

If these jomt and equal supplies should,’ on particular 6c- 
casions, not be sufficient, let congress make requisitions on 
the richer and more powerful, states for‘further aids,’to be. 
voluntarily afforded ; so leaving each state the right of con- 
sidering the necessity and utility. of the aid desired, and of 
viving more or less, as it should be found proper. 

This:mode is not new ; it.was formerly practised with suc-. 
cess hy the British government, with respect to’ Ireland and. 
the colonies: We sometimes gave even more’ than they ex- 
pected or thought just to accept; and: in: the last war, car- 
ried on while we-were united, they gave us: back in-five years 
a million sterling. We should probably have continued such, 
voluntary contributions, whenever the’ occasions, appeared to. 
require them for the common good of the.empire. It was 
not till they chose to force us, and to deprive us of the’ merit 
and pleasure of voluntary contributions, that we. refused, and 
resisted. Those contributions however were to be disposed. 
of at the pleasure of a government in which we had no repre- 
setitative, I am therefore persuaded that: they ‘will not ' be 
refused: to one in which the representation shall be equal. 

My learned colleague has already mentioned that the pre- 
sent mode of voting by states, was submitted to originally by 
congress, under a conviction of its impropriety, inequality. 
and injustice. This appears in the words of their Teqotgnon. 
It is of Sept. 6, 1774. The words are, i | 

“Resolved, That in determining questions in this | congress, 
each colony or province shall have one ‘vote: the congress 

VOL. II. 2, aie 
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not being possessed of, or at present able to Bee er pte 
rials for mai Tell me aie dl geht of ‘each eclgarst . 


#* rt js 
2 "y * 4 yt 


i Ye ey PAL: 
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Dr. FRANKLIN’ s Morion for Pies in the Cathet 


Mr. Presipenr, 


The small propriety we Mave made after four or five 
weeks’ close attendance and continual reasonings with each 
other, our different’ sentiments on almost every question, 
several of the last producing as many Noes as Ayes, i is, me- 
thinks, a melancholy proof of the imperfection of the: human 
understanding.’ ‘We indeed seem to’ feel our own’ want of 
political wisdom, since we have been running all. about: in 
seatch of it. We have gone back to ancient history. for mo- 
dels of government, and exainined the different forms: of those 
republics, which, having been originally formed with the seeds 
of their own dissolution, now no longer exist; and we have 
viewed modern states all round Europe, but find none of their 
constitutions suitable to our circumstances. © 

In this situation of this assembly, tobias as it. were} i in 
the dark, to find political truth, and scarce able to distin- 
guish it when presented to us, how has it happened, sir, that 
we have not hitherto once thought of humbly applying to the 
Father of Lights to illuminate our understandings?—In ‘the 
beginning of the contest with Britain, when we. were sensible 
of danger, we had daily prayers in this room for tke divine 
protection! Our prayers, sir, were heard ;—and they: were 
graciously answered. All of us, who were eniapéd. } in the 
struggle, must have observed frequent instances .of \a. super- 
intending Providence in our favor. To that kind Providence 
we owe this happy opportunity of consulting in peace.on the 
means of establishing our-future national felicity. . And have 


F 
i 
hin, 
SVE 
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we now forgotten that powerful friend ?—or do we imagine 
we no ‘longer need its: assistance ?—I have: lived, sir, a long 
time; and the longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see 
of this truth, That Gop governs in the affairs of men! And 
if a sparrow cannot fall’ to -the ground without his notice, is 
it probable that an empire can rise without his aid?~-We 
have been assured, sir, in the Sacred Writings, that « except 
the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that. build it.” 
[ firmly ‘believe this; and I also believe, that without® his 
concurring aid, we shall succeed in this political building no 
better than the builders of Babel: we shall be divided’ by 
our little’ partial local ‘interests, ‘our projects will be con- 
founded, and we ourselves shall become a reproach anda 
bye-word down to future ages. And what is worse, man- 
kind may hereafter, from this unfortunate instance, despair 
of establishing government by human py tne leave't it 
to. chance, war, and conquest. 5, (40 the bs ite 


I therefore beg leave to move, ‘ 


That henceforth prayers, imploring the assistance OF Hes. 
ven, and its blessing on our deliberations, be held i m. this 
assembly every morning before we pro oceed to. business ; and 
that one or more of the clergy of this ‘city be requested to 
officiate i in that service. 


" [Note by Dr. Franklin.] “ «The convention, tarde sathosk 
sg pie hihscial brit sprig ip? 86% 


Dr. FRANKLIN’ s SPEECH in “the bhvcaren at the con- 
clusion of i its deliberations. | 


Mr. PresipEnt, Vet WO ME 5288) 
1 confess that I do not oath approve: eof this 
constitution at present; but, sir, I am not sure I shall never 
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approve: it : for, having lived long, I have experienced, many 
instances of being obliged, by better information.or fuller 
consideration,: to change opinions even, .on. important ;sub- 
jects which] once thought right, but found to be otherwise. 
ft ds therefore that the older I grow, the more apt Iam:to 
doubt my own judgment of others, Most men indeed, as 
well as most ‘sects in religion, think themselves. in: possession 
of all truth, and that wherever others differ from them it-is so’ 
far error. | Steele, a Protestant, in a: dedication, tells: the 
Pope, that the only difference between our two churches in 
their opinions of the’ certainty of their doctrine, is, the 
Romish Church is infallible; and the Church of England is 
never in the wrong. But though many private persons. think 
almost as highly of their own infallibility as of that: of their 
sect, few express it so naturally.as a certain French lady, who, 
in.a little dispute with her sister, said,—but I meet) with no- 
body but myself that is always in the — © Je ne trouve: 
que moi qui ate toujours raison!” 9. oes ae 
In these. sentiments, sir, I agree to this canines with 
all.its faults,—if they are such; because I think. a general, 
government necessary for us, and there is no form. « of _govern- 
ment but what.may be a_ blessing to the people, if well,,ad- 
ministered; and I believe further, that. this Js Jikely. to. be 
‘well admimistered.for a-course of years, and can only end.in 
despotism, as other ‘forms ‘have done. before it, when the 
people shall become so corrupted as to need despotic. go- 
vernment, being incapable of .any.other. I doubt too, whe- 
ther any other convention we can obtain, may be able, to 
‘make: a better constitution: for, when you assemble a.num- 
ber of men, to have the advantage of their joint wisdom, , you 
‘inevitably assemble with those men: all their prejudices, their 
. passions; their errors of; opmion, their local imterests, and 
their selfish views. From such an. assembly.can a perfect 
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production be’ éxpected? It therefore astonishes me, sir, to 
find’ this system approaching so near to perfection as it does’; 
and I think it will astonish our enemies, who are waiting with 
confidence to hear that our councils are confounded like those 
of the builders of Babel, and that our states are on the point 
of separation only to meet hereafter for the purpose of 
cutting one another’s throats. Thus I consent, sir, to this 
constitution because I expect no better, and because I am 
not sure that it is not the best. ‘The opinions I have had of 
its errors I sacrifice to the public good. I have never whis- 
pered a syllable of them abroad. Within these walls they 
were born, and here they shall die. If every one of us in 
returning to our constituents were to report the objections 
he has had to it, and endeavor to gain partizans in support of 
them, we might prevent its being generally received, and 
thereby lose all the salutary effects and great advantages’ reé- 
sulting naturally in our favor among foreign nations, as well 
as among ourselves, from our real or apparent unanimity. 
Much of the strength and efficiency of any. government in 
procuring and securing happiness to the people, depends on 
opinion, on the general opinion of the goodness of that go- 
vernment, as well as of the wisdom and integrity of its go- 
vernors. I hope therefore, for your own sakes, as a part of 
the people, and for the sake of our posterity, that we shall 
‘act heartily and unanimously in recommending this constitu- 
tion, wherever our influence may extend, and turn our future 
thoughts and endeavors to the means of having it well admi- 
_nistered. | . 

On the whole, sir, I cannot help expressing a wish that 
every member of the convention who may still have objec- 
tions to it; would with me on this occasion doubt a little of 
his own infallibility, and to make manifest our unanimity put 
his name to this instrament, 
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‘Then the motion eae for shih the last formula, 


eth evttovalh dawvorns: nether anlar bat 
ff Datei in. convention sh Pil unanimous s consent ~ 
which was agreed to and added. sonprdingl ys) lat 


“sae. Franklin’s S private sentiments with’ ah 
to this new ‘constitution, may be gece from. the 


Wied sab. 
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‘time to. some of his fiends. jain 
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ir “To M. Ls VeILvaRD, at Passy., a dry, ” 
| vd Gk _ Philadelphia, Feb. 17th, 1788. 8. 


Ken Ve y ahs is i so ai Th . ei ak ue ican 
overt“ des ant you ahs my last a copy,of,the new 
| hen proposed for the United States, by the 
vate general conyention.: I sent: oné also to our 

fi, iste friend the Duke de la Rochefoucault, 
-L attended the business of the convention faith- 
fully for four months. Enclosed you have ‘the Tast 
speech I made in it.~—Six states have already 
adopted the constitution, and there is now little 
doubt. of, its being accepted by a sufficient number 
toicarry-it, into.execution, if not: immediately, by. the 


vanrgoueidlrs pier -yoethiniewr ii igreat phgerinniy 


Pie. ¥ 
Wi ond hh 


wie Saks 


nation of politicians. ‘And malty feet is: a gene- 
ral dread of giving too much | power to our ur governors, 


ce Sean eee. S tte 
nF ‘Eke the Constitution in APPENDIX NoGunussoio f 
~* The foregoing, Ee iit OTT ae eee | 
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I-think we are more in danger from the. little obe- 
dience ‘in the governed.” 3 
diroyhy ua Me Bors) « el, Bisa My; * 

To THE Same. 

ins April 22, 1788. 

* * * * if * 

——* It j is very. possible, as you suppose, that 
all the articles. of the proposed new government 
will not remain unchanged after the first. meeting 
of congress. I am of opinion with you, that the 
two chambers were not necessary, and I disliked 
some other articles that are in, and wished for 
some that are not in, the proposed plan: I never- 
theless hope it may be adopted, though I shall 
have nothing to do with the execution of it, being 
determined to quit all public business with my pre- 


sent employment.’ At 83 one ceria has a right 


to ambition repose.” eit to 
« a ee # 


To THE SAME. 


My Dear Frienp, Philadelphia, June 8, 1788. 
I received a few days ago your kind 
letter of the 3rd J anuary. 

The arrét in favor of the mals Sy Ei gives 
pleasure here, not only from its present advan- 
tages, but-as it-is a good step towards general 
toleration, and to the abolishing in time all party 


* President of the state of Pennsylvania. 
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spirit among Christians, and the mischiefs;\that 
have so long attended it. Thank God, the world 
is growing. wiser and wiser; and as by degreés 
men. are convinced, of, the, folly of ‘wars, for religion, 
for, dominion, or for commerce, they will be happier 
and happier. ad Wie sc): inianom Wen 
Eight states, gael eae to, the, -proposed 
“new constitution ; there remain five ‘who. have not 
yet discussed it; their appointed times of, aieeting 
‘not. being. yet. arrived... Two ‘are to* ek ‘this 
‘month, the rest later. One. more’ agreeing! it! will 
_ ‘be ‘carried into’ execution. Pr obably’ some: ‘will 
‘not agree at present, but. time’ may bring thertt; 
SO. that we have little doubt: of its becoming etie- a 
ral, perhaps: with some corrections. ‘As to your 
friend’s taking a share in the’ management of ity his 
“age and infirmities render him unfit for’ ‘the’ busi- 
“ness,, as thé business would be for him.’ ‘After ‘the 
expiration of his presidentship, which will now ‘be 
in.a few months, he is determined to engage no more, 
in public affairs, even if required ; but his country- 
men will be too reasonable to require it. You 
are not so ‘considerate; you are an hard task-master. 
You insist on his writing his life, already a long work, 
and at the s; same time would’ have ‘him’ continually 
employed in augmenting’ the subject; ‘while, the | 
time shortens in which the: work i is to be éxe 


executed. ; 
General Washington i is the man that all’ ‘our eyes 
are fixed on for president, and what little ee 


eve co Wa sc 


I may, have, is is devoted to him. - sa pari RANKLIN. 
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WStide S191 WAR APic Ge 
isisoue Sil THE, ore DE LA . Rocueroucaven, 1s 
eRRlars 1 ior, Philadelphia, Oct. 22, 1788. 


+>. © Our public affairs begin to wear a more 
quiet aspect. The disputes about the faults of the 
‘new constitution are subsided. The first Congress 
will probably mend the principal: ones, ‘and’ future 
congresses the rest. That which you mentioned 
did not pass unnoticed in the convention. » Many, 
if I remember right, were for making the president 
incapable of being chosen after the first’ four years; 
but the maj ority were for leaving the electors 6b 
to choose whom they pleased ; and it was alleged 
that such incapacity might tend to make the presi- 
detit less attentive’ to the duties of ‘his office, and 
‘to the interests of the people, than he would be if'a 
“second” choice depended on their good opinion of 
them. We are making experiments in politics; what 
knowledge we shall gain by them will be more cef- 
tain, though perhaps we may hazard too much i m 
that mode Of eq uirithy iti?) dsswitery edo Asa 


alesis om %* OO RO oR OD oa aR 
find vei To M. Le VEILLARD. . 
ee I * * 
* Oct. 24, 1788, » 


«“ Our affairs: ‘mend daily, ‘alt are getting into 
good order ‘very’ ‘fast: ‘Never was any measure so 
thoroughly discussed ‘as our ‘proposed new consti- 
tution. Many objections were made to it in the pub- 
lic papers, and answers to those objections. Much 
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party heat there was, and some violent personal 
abuse. I kept out of the dispute, and wrote only 
one little paper on the ‘occasion, which I enclose." 


3 AX Supposed to be the following. ‘Be eal? : AP eh epetite He erhey 


A ‘Comparison ‘of the Conduct of the Ancient JEWS; and of 
the ANTIFEDERALISTS in the United States of America, 


-A zealous advocate for the: proposed Federal. ‘Constitution, in 
a certain public assembly, said, ‘that’ ‘ the repugnance'of a great 
part of mankind to good goyernment was such, that he, believed, 
that if an angel from heaven was to bring down a, constitution 
formed there for our use, it would nevertheless meet with violent 
opposition.”——He was repr oved for the supposed extravagance of 
the sentiment ; and he did not justify it. —Probably it might not 
have immediately occurred to him that the experiment had been 
tried, and that the event was recorded in the) most faithful. of 
all histories, the Holy Bible; otherwise he might, as it seems to 
me, have supported his opinion by that nen eePHOnA Ay au- 
thority. Ug. 

The Supreme Being had been pleased to cam up a single 
family, by continued acts of his attentive providence, till it be- 
came a great people: and having rescued them from bondage 
by many miracles performed by his servant Moses, he personally 
delivered to that chosen servant, in presence of the whole 
nation, a constitution and code of laws for. their observance ; 
aceompanied and sanctioned with promises of great rewards, 2 and 
threats of severe punishments, as the consequence of their 
obedience. or disobedience. verry ee 

, his constitution, though , the Deity himself was to,be: at its 
Siead (and it is therefore called by political writers a Theocracy J 
could wot be carried into, Erscaon but We the aoe of fis 


44SS9 
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You seem to be too apprehensive about our presi- 
dent's being perpetual... Neither he nor.-we have 


rt sete baits thought,. that iis appsintiient of men te 
had distinguished themselves.in procuring the liberty of their 
nation, and had hazarded their lives in openly opposing the will 
of a powerful monarch who would have retained that: nation in 
slavery, might have been an appointment acceptable ito a grate- 
ful people; and that a constitution framed for them ‘by the 
Deity himself, might, on that account, have been secure of an 
universal welcome reception. Yet there were in every.one‘of the 
thirteen tribes, some discontented, restless spirits who were con- 
tinually exciting them to reject the ii new sascha 
ont this from various motives. 

‘Many still retained an affection for Egypty the land of their 
‘nativity; and these, whenever they felt: any inconvenience or 
hardship, though) the natural and unavoidable effect: of: their 
‘change of their. situation, exclaimed against their leaders as the 
authors of their trouble; and were not only ‘for: returning into 
Egypt, but for stoning their .deliverers.*, ; Those inclined to 
idolatry, were: displeased that their golden’ calf wasi destroyed. 
‘Many of. the chiefs thought the new constitution might be inju- 
rious to their particular interests, that the profitable places: would 
belengrossed by the families.and friends of Moses and Aaron, 
‘and others equally well-born excluded.*—In Josephus, and the 
‘Talmud, we learn some particulars, not so'fully narrated: in the 
‘Scripture. Weare there told, “‘ That Corah was ambitious of 
‘the priesthood, and offended that it was conferred on Aaron ; 
.and this,,as he said, by the authority of Moses only, without the 
consent of the people. He accused. an: of heen by. various 
f a Numbers, chap, xiv, 

g : ‘Numbers, chap. xvi, ver. 3. “ And they gathered themselves toge- 
ther against Moses and Aaron, and said unto them; Ye take too much 


upon® you, seeing all the congregations are’ holy, every one of. rr 
wherefore then lift ye up oa name above the congregation °” 
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any such intentions: of what danger there‘may be 
of such an event’ ‘we'die all aware, and shall take 


artifices; fraudulently obtained the government, and deprived the 
people of their liberties; and of conspiring with Aaron to: perpe- 
tuate'the! tyranny in their family... Thus, though Corah’s real 
motive was the supplanting of ‘Aaron, he persuaded the people 
that he meant only the public good; and they, moved by his 
insinuations, began to cry out, ‘ Let. us maintain, the: common 
liberty of. our respective tribes ; we have freed ourselves from 
the..slavery imposed upon us by’ the Egyptians, and. shalli we 
suffer ourselves to be made slaves by Moses? If we:must have 
a master, it were better to return to Pharaoh, who: at: least fed 
us with bread and onions, than to serve this new ‘tyrant, who. by 
his operations has brought us-into danger of famine? ‘Then they 
called in: question the reality of his conference with God; and. 
objected to ‘the privacy of their meetings, and’ the : preventing 
any of the people from being present at the colloquies, or even 
approaching the place, as grounds of great suspicion. They 
accused Moses also of peculation ; as embezzling part of the 
golden spoons and the silver chargers that the princes had, offered 
at the dedication of the altar," and the offerings of gold. by the. 
common people,” as well as most of the poll tax ;? and Aaron’ 
they accused: of pocketing much of the gold of which he pre- 
tended to. have made a molten calf: Besides peculation, they 
charged Moses with ambition ; to gratify which passion, he had, 
they said, deceived the people, by promising to bring them to a 
land flowing with milk and honey ; instead of doing which, he had 
brought them from such a land ; and that he thought light of all 
this .mischief, provided he could. make_ himself an, absolute 
 prince.*\. That.to support the new dignity with splendor in his 
: Numbers, chap. vii. _ * Exodus, chap. XXXV: Ver. 22. 
- Numbers, chap. iii. and Exodus, chap. xxx, ©") \ceonaincaaaeleast 4 Ir ¢0 
oo Numbers, chap: “xvi. ver, 13. “Is it a small thing: that thou’ hast 
brought us up out of a land flowing with milk and honey, to kill us in the 
wilderness, except thou make ‘thyself altogether a prince: over us?” ** 
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care effectually to prevent it. The choice. is from 
four) years to five years; the appointments will be 


family, the partial poll tax already levied and given to Aaron * 
was to be followed by a general one,” which would probably be’ 
augmented from time to time, if he were suffered to go on pro- 
mulgating new laws, on pretence of new occasional revelations of 
the divine will, at their whole fe Sg were devoured by that 
aristocracy.” Oy 

“Moses denied the charge of peculation; and his accusers 
were destitute of proofs to support it; though facts, if real, are 
in their nature capable of proof. ‘I have not,” said he; (with: 
holy confidence in the presence of God,) ‘I have not taken 
from Ls people the value of an ass, nor done them any other 
injury.” But his enemies had made the charge, and with some 
success among the populace; for no kind of accusation is 80 rea- 
dily made, or coathy believed, by knayes, as i accusation ee 
knavery. | | Spence 

‘In ‘fine, ‘no less than two hundred and Atty of the sstiveapal 
men “ famous in the congregation, men of renown,” heading 
and exciting thé mob, worked them up to such’ a pitch of 
phrensy, that they called out, “Stone ’em, stone ’em, and 
tliereby secure our liberties; and let us choose other captains 
that may lead us back into Egypt, in ‘case we do" not succeed i in 
reducing the Canaanites !” | ; 

On the whole it appears, that the Israelites were a people jea- 
lous of their newly-acquired liberty, which jealousy was in itself 
no fault; but, that when they suffered it to be worked upon by 
artful men, pretending public good, with nothing really‘in' view 
but private interest, they were led to oppose the establishment 
of the new constitution, whereby they brought upon themselves 
much inconvenience and misfortune. . It farther appears. from 
the same inestimable-history, that when, after many.ages, that 


£7 


: Numbers, chap. iit, ® Exodus, chap. xxx. 3 Numbers, chap. xvi. 
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small : ithus we may change our president if we do 
not like his conduct, and he will have less: induce-' 
ment to struggle for a new election. As to the 
two chambers I am of your opinion, that one alone 
would be. better ;’ but, my dear friend, nothing in 


runes 


73 


pongitation, was become old and much abused, and an cee 
ment of it was proposed, the populace, as Mee had accused. 
Moses of the ambition of making himself @ prince, and, cried out, 
Stone, him, stone him; so, excited by their high priests. and 
scribes, they exclaimed against the Messiah, that he aimed at 
becoming the king. of the Jews, and cried, Crucify him, crucify 
him. From all which we may gather, that popular opposition 
to a public measure is no proof of its impropriety, even 1 the ‘ough 
the opposition be excited and headed by men of distinction, ide 
To conclude, I beg I may not be ‘understood to infer, that 
our general convention was divinely inspired when it formed the | 
new. federal constitution, merely because that constitution has 
been unreasonably and vehemently opposed ; yet. I must own I 
have so much faith in the general government. of. f the world by 
Providence, that I can _hardly conceive a transaction 1 of Auge 
momentous importance to the welfare of millions now Geotwe. 
and to exist in the posterity of a great nation, should be suffered 
to pass without being in some degree. influenced, ‘guided; and 
governed by that omnipotent, omnipresent, and beneficent 
Ruler, in whom all inferior spirits live and move and have their 
being. | B&B. F. 


Some, ‘ei after the oe of chia, etter, when  ltecatona 
were meditated in the constitution of Pennsi ylvania, Dr. Frank- 
lin wrote a paper in which this opinion is strongly advocated : 
and his principles of government are there Erte aucidated, 
See APPENDIX, No. 7, | Fi nit Shed Diy de 
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human affairs and schemes is perfect ; and perhaps _ 
this is the case of our opinions. , 


* * * * * * 


To THe Hon. Cuarxes Carrot, Esa. 
Member of Congress. New York. 
Dear Frienp, Philadelphia, May 25, 1789. 


I am glad to see by the papers that our 
grand machine has at length begun to work. I 
pray God to bless and guide its operations. If any 


form of government is capable of making a nation '~ 


happy,. ours I think bids fair now for producing 
that effect. But after all, much depends upon the 
people who are to be governed. We have been 
guarding against an evil that old states are most 
liable to, excess of power in the rulers; but our pre- 
sent danger seems to be defect of obedience in the 
subjects. There is hope; however, from the en- 
lightened. state of this age and country, Wwe may 
guard effectually against that evil as well as the 
rest. 

My grandson, William. Temple Franklin, will 
have the honor of presenting this line; he accom- 
panied me to France, and remained with me 
during my mission: I beg leave to recommend him 
to your notice, and that you would believe me, my 
dear friend, yours most affectionately, .__ 

3B. FRANKuIN. 
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“Dr. Franklin having served the ‘fall. period li- 
mited by the constitution of the state of Pennsyl- 
vania for the continuance in office of its presidents, 
and his infirmities and desire of repose increasing, 
in Oct. 1788 he retired wholly from public affairs : 
he thus noticed the circumstance; in a letter to his’ 
friend, the Duke de la Rochefoucaulti— - 


Philadelphia, Oct. 22, 1788. 


Pi 


8 rie OE BUS He! * 2 i LED 
——“ Having now fiitishédt my ‘tam ‘of ‘bea 
president, and promising myself to engage no more! 
in public business, I hope to enjoy the’ ‘small’ 're- 
mains of life that are allowed | me, in thé repose T 
have so long wished for. E purpose’ to employ it 
in completing the personal history’ you mention.” 
It is now brought down to my fiftieth year? ‘What’ 
is to follow will be of more important transactions > 
but it seems to me what is done ‘will’ be of more’ 
general use to young readers, exemplifying strongly 
the effects of prudent and deol Conant in the | 
commencement of a lifeof business.” 9-18" 
* 4, *. 2 He % fy. one rte * * a ae 
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Though Dr. Franklin had every reason: to be 
well satisfied with the reception he met on his 


Oye “Cs 
ee eee 
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; DOM Tay 08 
* The present Memoirs of his Life. pan 


| * Close of Part Il. It is to be lamented the subseqiient 
state of his health did not enable him to continue it further. — 


eth 
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return! to ‘the ‘United ‘States, ‘from ‘his fellow-citi-’ 
zens; he*was by no means ‘so with the general go- 
vernment.”'This-he fully and feelingly expresses in 
a confidential letter to: his particular and. worthy 
friend: Charles Thomson, Esq., oe of con-) 
gress, of which the ceneiunea-9 is a 'copy.: 


ie: on Dec. 29, 1788. 
— OLD FRIEND, ° 
Enclosed I send a letter to the Grésitlont 

of congress" for the time being, which, if you find” 
nothing improper in it, or that in regard to me you 
could wish changed or amended, ‘1 would request: 
you to present. I rely much on your friendly 
counsel, as. you must be better acquainted with 
persons and circumstances than I am: and I sup- 
pose there will be time enough before the new con- 
gress is formed to make any alterations you may’ 
advise, mere if Lng at we it ogeta be ta: 
the old one) pe ebay 

In the'copy of my’ letter to Mr. Bade you may 
observe that mention is made of some “ consider- 
able articles which I have not charged in my ac- 
counts with congress, but on which I should ex- 
pect from their equity some consideration.” ‘That: 
you may have some information what those arti- 
cles are, I enclose also a “ Sketch of my services to 
tne United States; wherein you will find mention 

'* This letter is missing. 
VOL, I. O 
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of the extra services 1 performed that do:mot apper- 
tai. to the office: of plenipotentiary, ‘vizwas judge 
of admiralty, as: consul beforé thie arrival, of Mr. 
Barclay,’ as banker in examining and) accepting 
the multitude of bills‘of exchange, and: iis secre: 
tary for several years, none being sent to me; though 
other ministers were allowed such assistance. 
I must own, I did hope) that as it is custom- 
ary in Europe to make some. liberal:eprovision 
for ministers -when) they retura homei from fo- 
reign service; the congress would at least haverbeen 
kind enough te have shown, their approbation of 
my conduet by a grant of:a smallitract oftand in 
their western country, which psc beem of 
use and some honor to my: postenty.. And!I can- 
not but still think! they will do. something ater 
kind: for me whenever they; shall be pleased: to 
my services into consideration, «as / E, see) by ssi | 
minutes that they havé: allowed’ Mr. Lee hand- 
somely for his services in England, before his»ap- 
pointment to France,” in which. services I,and Mr. 
Bolland co-operated with, him, and have hadnosuch 
allowance: and since his return, he has been-very 
properly rewarded with, a good place, asiwelkas 
my friend, Mr. Jay,: though these are trifling com-_ 
pensations in comparison, with what was granted, 
by the king to M. Gerard on, his return, from Ame~, 
rica. But: how different, is. what has, happened to. 
- On my--return: from. England. -in--1775,-the 
congress bestowed én mé the office'of postmaster- 
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general, for which I was very thankful. . It was 
indeed an office I had some kind of right to, as \ 
havilig previously greatly enlarged the revenue of 
thé post by the regulations I had contrived and 
éstablishéd, while I possessed it under the crown. 
When I was sent to France I left it in the hands 
of my son-in-law, who was to act as my deputy. 
But soon after my departure it was taken from'me 
and given to Mr. Hazard. When the English me 
nistry formerly thought fit to deprive me of the 
office, they left me, however, the privilege of re- 
ceiving and sending my letters free of postage, 
which is the usage when a postmaster is not dis- 
placed for misconduct in the office > but in Ame- 
rica, I have ever since had the postage demandéd 
of me, ~which since my return from France has 
amounted to above fifty pounds, much of it occas 
sioned by my having acted as minister there. 
When I took my grandson, William Temple 
Franklin, with me to France, I purposed, after 
giving him the French language, to educate him in 
the study and practice of the law. But by the re 
peated expectations given me of a secretary and 
constant disappointments, F was induced, and in- 
deed obliged, to retain him: with me, to assist in. 
the secretary's office, which disappointments con- 
tinued till my return, by which time, so many 
years of the opportunity of his studying the law 
were lost, and his habits of life became so different, - 
that it appeared no longer advisable; and I. then 


~ 
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considering him as brought up. in the diplomatic 
Jine, and well qualified. by. his knowledge in.that 
branch for the employ of a secretary at,least; (in 
which. opinion | I was not: alone, for three: . of my 
colleagues, without the smallest solicitation from 
me, chose him secretary, of the negotiation for trea- 
ties, which they had. been, empowered. to do) took 
the liberty of recommending him to the congress for 
their protection. This was the only favor Lever 
asked of them:. and the only ; answer L received 
was, a resolution superseding him, and appointing 
Colonel Humphreys in his. place; a gentleman 
who, though he might have indeed a good. deal of 
military merit, certainly had none in the diplomatic 
line, and had neither the French language, nor the 
experience, nor. the address proper to qualify hin 
for such an employment. : . 

This j is all to yourself only, asa private. friend : 
for 1 have not, nor, ever shall, make any public 
complaint : and even if I could have foreseen. such 
unkind treatment from congress, their refusing me 
thanks would not in the least have abated my 
zeal for the cause, and ardor in support of it. a 
know something of. the nature of such changeable 
assemblies, and how little successors know of the 
services that have been rendered to the corps be- 
fore their admission, or feel themselves, obliged by 


" ‘Personal interest or party influence on this, as on n subse 
quent occasions, overpowered just pretensions. 
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such services ; and what effect in obliterating a 
sense of them, during the absence of the servant in 
a distant country, the artful and reiterated malevo- 
lent insinuations of one or two envious and mali- 
cious persons may. have on the minds of members, 
even of the. most equitable, candid, and honorable 
dispositions ; and therefore I will pass lace re- 
flections into’ oblivion, : « 

My géod friend, excuse, if you can, the Labs 
of this letter; and if the reproach thrown ‘on re- 
publics, that they are apt to be ungrateful, / should 
ever unfortunately | be. verified with respect. to your 
services, remember that you. have, a, ‘right to un- 
bosom ‘yourself in ‘communicating your griefs. to 
your. Res friend,,and most. obedient. humble 
Servant 6 “hols 1000 ssO-1cB. oP RANKLING 1 . 


Charles Thomson, Esq: Seoretary to Congress. | 


‘Enclosed in the oregullte 9 
; : re Ae es ayy? 
SKETCH OF THE Srevicrs OF iB. FRanxuin TO 


THE Unirep STATES OF ae matte te 


In England, : 
in combated the Stamp Act, and his writings in the 


ve nf Plor avere suis non -respondere favorem 
_-Speratum meritis.”” Honk. lib. ii. ep, 1.. 
is applicable. not only to the heroes particularly specified, but 
to the valiant and wise in many ages and countries. Ae 
-? From this, as from former similar representations, nothing 
was obtained, either from private ier or public gr ati- 
tude! 


 % 
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papers agaidst it, with his examination in ‘parliament, were 


Pe Pts 


thought to. have ‘contributed much to its repeal, 


oF several articles, particularly salt. 


4 


ome 


5 * 


; tr 4 
He opposed the Duty Act, and though he could not t pre: 
vent its. passing, he obtained of Mr. Townshend a an omission 


Lie. wrk 


cin the subsequent difference he wrote and published’ Hal) 
papers ‘refating ‘the’ claim of parliament to tax ie ‘colonies. 


hey! Prmeary 


~ He opposed all the’ oppressive acts. 


: ‘ 
Be teh 


He had two secret negotiations with i ue for their 
repéal, of which he has ‘written a narrative.") In this’ he 
offered /payment for the: geateng rd; tea, at his bia sa m 


case they were repealed. 


He was joined with Messrs. Bolland and Lee i in all the 


applications to government ‘for that. "purpose.—] rinted s seve- 
ral pamphlets” ‘at his own ‘considerable expense. against the 
then measures of government, whereby he rendered hims 


obnoxious, ' ‘was ‘disgraced béfore ‘the privy cout 


elf 


( ily'd epiiveldl 


of a place in ‘the Post-office of ner es byharnesth _ 


obliged to Tesign his agencies, viz. ag 


_ of Pennsylvania 
of Massachusetts. 7° 
of Ne ew Jersey 
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In the whole 15001. ‘sterling: per annum, 
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Orders were. sent to the king’ 3 governors. not ‘to sign any 
warrants: on the treasury for the orders of | his ‘salaries ; er and 


tiotugh he was not actually dismissed by the colonies ‘ iat 


* See APPENDIX, No. 5 
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employed! him, yet, thinking the known falicé’ of. the’ ‘court 
against himipitenderéd hit léss ikely ‘than others to mariage 
theiraffairs to! their advantage; he judged if'to bé his’ duty to 
withdraw from their service, and leave it open for léss excep- 
tionable : re which saved: them vt nspateeind 6d psepisigt 
hibbie cit ye hoaoieaagn,, od. keer 

:_Retaring’ ‘tor hailed he lage: fie Ravohition: 
Was, appointedschairman. of ‘the committee of safety, where 
he phojectedithe cheouur des frize for’ securing: pangs 
then 4lie iresidencelof cong¥esss 099) fe 

Was sent by congress to head- -qudrters near. Boston ish 
Messrs: Hatrisoncand:duynchoin 1775) to’ settle soine affairs 
with the northern: governments ‘and General. Washington... 

_Tnethe» sprig. of '1776, was sent to Catiada’ with Messtsi 
Chasé:and: Carrol, passing the Lakes while they were not yet 
free fiom, ice+—In’ Canada; ' was. with hig ¢olleagues instra- 
imental, in redréssing? sundry ‘grievances, ‘and thereby recon- 
ciling the people more tovour cause. | He there advanced to 
General Atnold:and other! servants of congress, then in ex- 
treme netessity, 3531s in gold out of bis own pocket, on the 
crédit of, congress,’ which was of great memes at that june- 
turé, in: procurmg provisions for-our: army. 

Being at the time he was'ordered on Has service vipwatds 
of seventy years of age, he suffered in his health by the hard- 
shipsof this journey ;» lodging.in the woods; &c.'in so incle- 
metit aiseason; but being’ recovered; the congress in the 
samé year dtdered -hinr'té France. : Before his’ departure, he 
put all the money he could raise, between’ three and four 
thiousind pounds, into their hands’ which demonstrating his 
confidence, encouraged others to se bis sash in en 
of the, cause. HY sitniwei ) ti 

- Hetnade no eadlibtcrs siveiwindsindin be? was viplomcsd 
hve vote, the net salary of 00h stérlingyper annum, his ex- 
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penses, paid, ni be assisted by.a.secretaryy ishonorhate 
haye 1,000/..per annum, to include. all contingenciess! ).nisps 
.; When the, Pennsylvania;assembly. sent him: to: Fingland i 
1764,, on the same, salary, they allowed -him one year’s: ad+ 
yance for his ‘Passage, and,.in| consideration of the prejudice 
to his private affairs that must be occasioned by his sudden 
departure, and.absences,:.. He hasjhad ino-sich: allowancefrom 
congress, was badly,accommodated in a miserable: vessel,:im- 
proper for those northern seas, (arid which’actually foundered 
in her return) was badly ei 2. alae nleeeetnaianene” 
“'scarce strength to Stand o bsad.od enpigno 2 Ks, Jaga aati 
_ His services to. the statenu ‘as: COmmissioner,»and: afterwards 
as minister plenipotentiary,.are’ known:to, congress; a3 may 
appear im his correspondences), His extra. servicessmay' not 
be so. well. known, iand) therefore. may be here’ mentioned: 
No secretary ever arriving, the business. was -in» part before; 
and_entirely when, the other commissioners left: him,jexecuted 
by himself, with the} help. of , his.grandson, who-at first .was 
only, allowed - clothes, hoard..and: lodging, and. afterwards:a 
salary never exceeding SO0/.. a-year, (except while he:served 
as secretary, tothe, commissioners for peace):by which ‘diffe? 
rence in salary, continued many. years,, the congresssaved,i7f 
they acceptiit, 7001. sterling a-years: 9) iio lawe goth. 
. He served as. Consiti, entirely ,sevéral»years, till thevarrival 
of Mr. Batclay, and even after, asithat gentleman.was obliged 
to be much.and. long absent) in: Holland, Flandersyand Eng= 
land ; during, which: absence,» what 5, ane 
curred, still,eame-to. Mr. Fist }ooo orl vovom oxff ale doe 
. He served, though suithattyay: special chaise 
purpose, as.a.Judgeof Admaralty ;. for the congress:having 
sent him a quantity of blank commissions for. privateers, he 
granted them, to, cruisers. fitted;out in. the sportseofi(Franice, 
some of them manned by oldysniugglers, who« knew ‘every — 
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creek on the coast: of England)’ and,’ runhing -all round ‘the 
island, distressed the British coasting trade exceedingly, abd, 
raised their general i insurance. “One, of those privateers alone, 
the Black Rasa took im the course of a year 75 saul | | All 
the papers taken in each prize ‘brouslit i it, “were in virtue of 
an order Of “council ‘sent’ “up to Mr. F F., who was to examine 
them, judge of the legality of ‘the’ capture, and write to’ the 
admiraltyof the: port, that hé four the prize ‘e064, and that 
the sale might be permitted. These 9 er are very 
yoluminous,‘he-has to ‘produce, 927) 2)» Y 

_ He served also. as Merchant, to. make, io sna and di- 
rect the shipping g of stores to, a very great value, for which he 


has. charged no commission. 


But the part of his service “which was 5 the most fatiguing 
and ‘confiiing, was that of recéiving and accepting, after a 
due and necessary « examination, the pills of | exchange drawn 
by congress for interest’ money, to the amount ‘of ‘two mil- 
io a half of livres annually ;~ multitudes of the' bills 

ery small, each of which, the smallest, gave as much trouble 
im examining, ‘as the largest. And this careful examination. 
was found absolutely necessary, fi from the constant frauds 
attempted by presenting ‘seconds and thirds for payment after 
the firsts had been discharged. “As these bills were arriving 
more\or less by every’ship and evéry post, they required 
constant attendances» Mr. F. ‘could make no journey for 
exercise, as had been’annually’his custom, and the ‘confine- 
passin ins th oni’. ee inn ‘is caret to i, iat Fchedld 
he lives. yor??nR Ate rh ’ 

ilar sessed hi hias , ail peeiié an active mat, he 

never went through so much business during ‘eight’ years; in 
aay’partof his lifepas during those of his residence in France ; 
which however “he did’ not ‘decliné till fie saw peace happily 
made, and found himself in the 80th year'of liis'age ;’ when, 
if ever, a man has some right to expect repose. 
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Some time after Dr. Franklin’s return to Phila? 
delphia, a society for Political Inquiries was formed 
in that city, of which he was chosen ‘president 
and on account of his bodily infirmities, the meet- 
ings were held at his own house... Two. or three 
of the essays read in. this. society were. published ; 

“its existence, howdy was } not of . spree eon 
ance. | ; Li exh nip of ep eft 
Two other societies were also ectdbtishig itt 
Philadelphia © about this period, founde “on the 
principles of the most liberal and refin ed hu ma- 
nity : one “ for alleviating the miseries of public 
prisons,” and the other, “for promoting the aboli- - 
tion of slavery, the relief of free, negroes. unlarefully 
held in. bondage, and the improvement, of. the. condition 
of the African race.’—Of each of these Dr.\Frank+ 
ro was’ Ye sop tes a ane had as eerie as’ thevyear 


; MVE oly a oe ‘imix « 

me 4 : se ian oy bet uok Leb w 

* The following piety ‘and, PLAN. of, the, latter, _ Society. 
are supposed. to have been drawn up by Dr. Franklin, hs r 


An Address to the Public, from the Pennsyloania Society: for 
promoting the Abolition of Slavery, and the TT — 
Negroes, unlawfully held in Bondage. 9) 60 9) 0985 

‘Iv is with peculiar satisfaction we assute the friends of his 
manity, that in prosecuting the design of our association, out 

‘endeavors have proved duecessfal, fat een most, san 

guine, expectations. —. » ey Tae : 
Encouraged by this, snecess, Fi #1 the daily progress. of 

that luminous and benign spirit of liberty, which is diffusing 
itself throughout the. world, and humbly hoping , for, the conti- 
nuance of the divine blessing. on eur labors, we have ventured 
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1772})-strongly texpressed his abhorrence of; the 
traffic in'slaves, as appears by his letter of the 22d, 


to make an important additionto- our origmal-plan, and do 

therefore earnestly ; ‘solicit the, support. and assistance of alt, 

who can feel the tender emotions of sympathy and compassion, 
or relish the, exalted pleasure of beneficen ce. , 

Slavery is, such. an atrocious debasement of human nature, 

that its very. extirpation, if not performed - with solicitous care, 

may,sometimes, open'a source of serious evils, 

The unhappy man, who has long: been treated asa brute 
animal, too! frequently. sinks, beneath the common. standard of » 
the human species... The galling chains that bind his body, do. 
also fetter his intellectual faculties, and impair the social affec- 
tions of his heart. Accustomed to move like a mere machine, 
by the will of a master, reflection is suspended ; he has not the 
power of choice ; and reason and conscience have but little iz- 
fluence over his conduct, because. he is chiefly g governed by the 
passion of fear. He is poor and friendless—perhaps worn out 
by extreme: labor, age, and disease. _ . 

~ Vader such circumstances, freedom, may often prove, a_mis-. 
fortune to himself, and prejudicial to society... 

Attention to emancipated black people, it is: icine: to be 
hoped, will become a,branch of our national police ; but.as far 
as. we), Contribute | to, promote. this. “emancipation, $0. far that 
attention is evidently a serious duty incumbent on us, and which 
we mean to discharge to the best of our judgment and abilities. 

To instruct, to advise, to qualify 1 those who have been re- 
stored to freedor om, for the exercise and enjoyment of civil 
liberty, to pe promo e ih “them habits of industry,’ to furnish them 
with ° employments suited to their age, Sex, talents, arid other 
circumstances, and to procure their children an education cal- 
culated for their future situation in life; these are the great 
outlines of the annexed plan, which we have adopted, and which 
we conceive will essentially promote the public good, and the 
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serted'in the 1st Part of his Private ee 
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happiness of ‘these our siaeainl too ier epee fellows 
creatures. 

A plan so éxtensive cannot be carried into eieeurien without? 
considerable pecuniary resources, beyond the present ordinary 7 
funds of the society. We hope much from the: generosity of 
enlightened and benevolent freemen, and will gratefully receive: 
any donations or subseriptions for this ‘purpose, which’ may be 
made to our treasurer, James Starr, or to James Pemberton,’ 
chairman of our committee of A ie i Sugai oa9 
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. ha eg sf order bt the society, 
. B. FRANKLIN, President. | 
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“Plan bi Yociretay. the Condition of a te : Fees Blacks... nied 


“THE business relative to Fk blacks aka re traneaoted bya 
committee of twenty-four persons, annually elected by ballot,’ 
af'the meeting of this society, in the month called’ Aprils and 
in. order, to perform the different services with’ expedition, regue 
larity, and energy, this committee shall resolve itself into the- 
following sub-committees, vizht!'! DDI Bh OQyls 

| Sao iehouiD 04 SEAM oy. 
i: | is / 

a coutittek uff inspection, who shall superinteiid ‘the 2 moral;, 
general conduct, and ordinary. situation. of the free negroes and, 
afford’ them advice and instruction, protection, from Wrongs, and 


atiiet ares offices. ee ays peice ara 


A ree | ioe sare gua Hadt soa do, 
A committee of evartiaael who shall place.out-children and, 
young people with suitable persons, that they may (during @ 


Ra 
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The. labors, of both these, societies have: been 
crowned with great success, and they continue-to 


moderate time of apprenticeship. or servitude). learn some trade 
or other business of subsistence. The committee may effect 
this partly by A persuasive influence on parents and the persons 
concerned, and partly by co-operating with the laws, which 
are, or may be enacted for this and similar purposes: in form- 
ing contracts on these occasions, the committee shall secure to 
the society, as far as may be practicable, the right of guardian- 
ship over the persons so bound, | | 


iil. 


A eommittee of education, who shall superintend the school- 
instruction of the children and youth of .the free blacks; they 
may either influence them to attend regularly the schools al- 
ready established in. this city, or form others with this view ; 
they shall, in cither case, provide, that the pupils may receive: 
such learning as is necessary for-their future situation in lifes 
and especially a deep impression of the most important. and. 
generally acknowledged moral and religious principles. They 
shall also procure and preserve a regular record of the marriages, 
births, and manumissions of all free blacks. i 

7 IV. , 

“A committee of employ, who shall endeavor to procure con- 
stant employment for those free negroes who are able to work : 
as the want of this would occasion poverty, idleness, and many. 
Vicious habits. This committee will, by sedulous inquiry, be 
enabled to find common labor for.a great number :. they. will 
also provide, that such as indicate proper talents, may learn: 
various trades, which may be done by prevailing upon them te 
bind themselves for such aterm of years as shall compensate 
their masters for the expense and trouble of instruction and- 
maintenance. The committee may attempt the institution of 
some useful and simple manufactures, which require, but little 
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prosecuts| with unwearied diligence the laudable 
designs for which they were establishedy © //01> 

Aeccordmg to Dr. Stuber’s account, ‘Dr. 
. Franklin’s name, as president of the Abolition Se- 
ciety, was signed to the memorial presented to the 
house of representatives of the United States, on 
the 12th of February, 1789, praying them to exert 
the full extent of power vested in them by the con: 
stitution, in discouraging the traffic of the human 
species. This was his last’ publie act. ‘In the 
debates to which this memorial gavé ‘Tise, several 
attempts were made to justify the trade. In the 
Federal Gazette of March 25th, 2790, there” ap- 
peared an ogeti signed Pe Etrerourcoy? written, by 


vr 


skill, and ates” may assist, in commencing ; business, such as 


isamae A> 3) ” 
ee 


appear to be qualified for it. 


Whenever the conimittee of inspection salt ‘iid: pote of 


any particular description requiring attention, they shalt ininie- 
diately direct them to the committee of whose abe they are’ the 
proper objects. 

In matters of a mixed bature, the committees halk: cop 


and, if necessary, actin concert. Affairs of great ideposten | 


shall be referred to the whole eommittee, | 


The expense incurred by the prosecution of this! plenvhns , 


be defrayed by a fund, to be formed by. donations or subserip- 
tions, for these particular purposes, and to be. Kept generate 
from the other funds. of this society.. 


ba sunpaant 


The committee shall make a report of their pxaneediaghs and! 


of the state of their stock, 'to/ the society, at their quarterly: 
meetings, in the months called April and October. 


Philadelphia, 26th October, Y789. 


.~ _ 
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Dr. Franklin, in which he communicated a speech, 
said to haye been delivered in the Divan of Algiers, 
in 1687, in opposition to the prayer of the petition 
of a sect called Erika, or purists, for the abolition 
of piracy and slavery. This pretended African 
speech wasan excellent parody of one delivered 
by Mr. Jackson of Georgia. All the arguments 
urged in favor of negro slavery, are applied with 
equal force’ to justify the plundermg and enslaving 
of Europeans. It affords, at the same time, a de- 
monstration of the futility of the arguments in de- 
fence of the slave trade, and of the strength. of 
mind and ingenuity of the author, at his advanced. 
period of life. It. furnished, too, a no less con- 
vineing proof of his power of imitating the style of 
other times and nations, than his celebrated para- 
ble against persecution.’ And as the latter led 
many persons to search the Scriptures with a view 
to find it, so the former caused many persons to 
search the book-stores and libraries, for the work 
from which it was said to be extracted.” : 

This piece, of itself so mgenious, and. being one 
of the last compositions of Dr. Franklin, (written 
only a few weeks previous to his demise) has on 
these accounts been thought of sufficient interest 
to be here inserted, ' 


* See Part IE, Sect. 1.  Wrrrines.” 
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Gn ‘The Epiror OF THE : Feporat Gazurre, oa 
Sir, eRe ate March 23, 1790. 

ii ' Reading last night in your excellent peper the 
speech of Mr. Jackson in congress against their meddling 
with the affair of slavery, or attempting to mend the condi- 
tion’of the slaves, it put mein mind’ of a. similar one made’ 
about 100 years since, by Sidi Mehemet Ibrahim, a member 
ef the ‘Divan of, Algiers, which may be. seen m_ Martin’s 
Account of his Consulship, 4nno 1687. Tt. was against 
granting the petition of the sect called Erika or Purists, who 
prayed for the abolition of piracy and slavery as being unjust. 
Mr. Jackson does not quote it, perhaps he has not seen it.. 
If therefore some of its reasonimgs are to be found in his elo- 
quent speech, it may only show that men’s interests and in- 
tellects operate and are operated on with surprising simila-’ 
rity in all countries and climates, whenever they are under’ 
similar circumstances. ’ ‘The African’s speech, .as_ translated, 
is as follows ; per | . 


5 “a 
ha 


« Allah’ Bismillah, Se. God i as great, and Matometi is v his 
prophet. ' 

“ Have these Erika considered the consequences of grant. 
ing their petition? If we cease our cruises against the Chris- 
tians, how shall we be’ furnished with the commodities their 
countries produce; and which are so necessary forus? If we 
forbear to make slaves of their people, who in this hot ¢li- 
mate are to cultivate our lands? Who are to perform the 
common labors of our city, and in our families? Must we. 
not then be our own slaves? And is there not more compas- 
gion and more favor due to-us as Mussulmen than to these” 
Christian dogs? We have now above 50,000 slaves in and 
near Algiers! this number, if not kept up by fresh supplies, 
will soon diminish and be gradually annihilated. If we then 
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cease taking and plundering the infidel ships, and making. 
slaves of the!seamen’ and passengers, our lands. will become 
- of no value for want of cultivation ; the rents of houses in the 
city will -sink one-half; and the revenue of government 
arising from:its share of prizes be totally destroyed! And. for 
what ?) to gratify the whims of a whimsical sect; who would 
have us» not ‘only forbear: making, more. slaves, but even, to 
manumit those we have. But who is to indemnify. their mas- 
ters for the loss?» Will the state do it? Is our treasury suf- 
ficient?) Will the Erika'do it?) Can they do it? .Or would 
they; to do what they think justice to the slaves, do a greater 
injustice to'the owners? And if we set our slaves free, what 
is'to be’ done with them? Few of them will’ return to their 
countries ;'they know.too well the greater hardships they must, 
there be ‘subject to: they will not embrace. our holy religion ; 
they will notadopt our manners; our people will not pollute. 
themselves by: intermarrying with them: must .we maintain 
them as beggars in our streets ; or suffer our properties to be . 
the prey of their pillage?» for men accustomed to slavery will, 
not work for’a livelihood when not compelled... And what is, 
there so pitiable in their present condition? Were ‘they not. 
slaves in their own countries? Are not Spain, Portugal, 
France, and the Italian states, governed by despots, who hold. 
all their subjects in’slavery, without exception? Even Eng-. 
land treats its sailors as slaves ; for they are, whenever the go-: 
vernment pleases, seized, and confined in ships of war, con- 
demned not only to work; but to fight, for small.wages, ora 
mere subsistence, not better than our slaves are allowed by. 
us. Is their condition then made worse by their falling ito. 
our hands? No; they have only exchanged one slavery for, 
_ another, and I may say a better: for here they are brought into: 
a land where the sun’ of Islamism. gives-forth its light, and: 
shines ’in ‘full splendor, and aa have an opportunity of: 
Wy OE! Te Bele WD. fo poimis b iad LoolieogotaP! 
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making themselves acquainted with the true doctrine, and, 


thereby saving their immortal souls. ‘Those who r remain: at 


home have not that happiness. Sending the slaves home then. 
would be sending them out of light into darkness.—I repeat, 
the question, what is to be done with them?» I have heard: it: 
suggested that they may be planted in the wilderness, where. 
there is plenty of land for them to subsist on, and where they’ 


may florish as a free state; but they are, 1 doubt, too little 
disposed to labor without compulsion, as well as too ignorant 


to establish a good government, and the wild Arabs would 
soon molest and destroy or again enslave them. While serving 
us, we take care to provide them with every thing, and they’ 


are treated with humanity. ‘The laborers in thetr.own coun- 
try are, as | am well informed, worse fed, lodged and clothed. 
The condition of most of them is therefore already mended, 


and requires no further improvement. Here their lives are in 


safety.. ‘They are not liable to be impressed for soldiers, and 
forced to cut one another’s Christian throats as in the wars of 
their own countries. If some of the religious mad bigots, who 
now tease us with their silly petitions, have in a fit of blind 
zeal freed their slaves, it was not generosity, it was not hu- 
matiity that moved them to the action; it was from the con- 
scious burthen of a load of sins, and a hope, from the sup- 
posed merits of so good a work, to be excused from damna- 
tion.—How grossly are they mistaken to suppose slavery to 
be disallowed by the Alcoran! Are not the two precepts, to 
quote no more, “ Masters, treat your slaves with kindness; 
Slaves, serve your/maslers with cheerfulness and fidelity,” 
clear proofs to the contrary? Nor can the plundering of infi- 


dels be in that sacred book forbidden, since it is well known. 
from it that God has given the world, and_all that it contains, 
to his, faithful Mussulmen, who:are to enjoy it of right as fast. 


as they conquer it. Let us then hear no more of this detest- 


able proposition, the manumission of Christian ‘slaves, the 
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adoption of which would, by depreciating our lands, and - 
houses, aud thereby depriving so many good citizens of their 
properties, create universal discontent, and provoke insur- 
rections, to the endangering of government, and producing 
general confusion. I’ have therefore no doubt, but this wise 
couticil will, prefer the comfort and happiness of a whole na- 
tion of true’ sual to the whim of a few Erika, and dis-' 
miss’ their caving ; 

The result was, as Martin tells us, that the Divan ‘came 
to this resolution: “The doctrine that plundering and’ en- 
slaving the’ Christians is ‘unjust, is at. best-problematical; 
but that it'is the interest of this state to continue the’practice, 
is clear; therefore let the petition be rejected. v oe 

And it was rejected accordingly. 

ifs . ‘ 

And eine like motives are apt to produce in the minds of 
men like opinions and resolutions, may we not,’ Mr. Brown, 
venture to’ predict, from this account, that the petitions to 
the parliament of England for abolishing’ the’ slave trade, to 
say nothing of other legislatures, and the debates’upon them, 
will havea similar conclusion? I am, Sir, your constant 
reader and humble servant, -. ©. | \ Hisroricus. 


OETA the ara of the year 1789, a Frank- 
lin received a new and unexpected honor—-that of 
being,elected a member of. the Imperial Academy 
of Sciences of St. Petersburgh. It was commu- 
nicated to him by the following handsome letter 
(in English) from the Princess Daschkaw, the Lady 
President, whom Dr. Franklin had occasionally 
met at Paris, " 
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To HIS ExckLLenct Dr. 6 re FRANKLIN, 
Ke. Ke. PHILADELPHIA. 


Dar Sin, 

Having always supposed, and even iheuoeed the 
idea, that you. were a member of the Imperial Academy of 
Sciences, which is at St. Petersburgh under my direction, I 

was greatly surprised, when reviewing the’ list of its members 
some days ago, I did not find your name in the number. I 
hastened therefore to acquire this honor for the academy, and 
you were received among its members with an unanimous ap- 
plause and’ joy. I beg you, sir, to accept of this title, and 
to believe that I look upon it as an honor esa hy our 
academy. . 

I shall order the patent to be Ssonthaa to you: as soon as 
possible. In the mean time be assured, that it is with the 
greatest pleasure that.I profit of the.present occasion to give 
you token of my regard and veneration for your eminent cha- 
racter, and that I shall always recollect with pride the advan- 
tage I had to be personally noticed by you, ) ! 

‘With a sincere consideration I am, dear’ Sir, your most 
obedieiit servant, - Princess oF DascuKaw: 


Ste HetersBuid the 4th of Novi 1789. 


Dr. Franklin had formerly received similar ho- 
nors from several learned societies; among the 
number, from the Academy of Padua. _—_ - 

The following is a literal translation of the di. 
ploma from the latter. 3 oot. 4 

« Zeal in promoting the increase of, all, kinds. ‘of 
usefull knowledge, naturally unites in a general society all 
those who consecrate their talents to so noble a purpose ; and 
the particular act of electing them into a learned assembly, 
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is properly but an acknowledgment of the original titles of 
their relationship. 

«¢ Among these Mr. Franklin having distinguished. himself 
eminently, and rendered himself equally memorable in natural 
philosophy and in politics, the Academy of Sciences, Let- 
ters and Arts of Padua, conceive it to be honoring them- 
selves when they number him among the twenty-four illus- 
trious strangers, who by their constitution are to he’ asso- 
ciated into their body. 7 ; 

‘“¢ The society will be fully ere ee if its tibiors: 3 in 
co-operating for the augmentation of science shall be such as: 
that the eminent persons whom it elects, may not regard 
among: the smallest of literary honors, that which on the part 
of the society is only a solemn act of adherence to its own 
judgment, and attention to the acclamations of fame. _ 

“ Leopoitpo M. M: Caxrpant, Presidente. 

““ Marizo Srrannora, Seg. per le Scienze. 

“ MELCHIOR Crssarorri, See. bn le Eettere- 
“ Padova, 20th December, 1781.” 


During the greatest part of his life, Dr. Frank- 
ln had enjoyed an almost uninterrupted state of 
good health, and this he entirel y sist a to. his 
exemplary temperance. 

In the year 1735, indeed, he had been seized 
with a'pleurisy, which ended in a suppuration of 
the left lobe of the lungs, so that he was almost 
suffocated by the quantity of matter thrown up. But 
from this, as well as from another attack of the 
same kind, he recovered so completely, that his 
breath was not in the least affected. 

“As he advanced in years, however, he became 
subject to fits of the gout, to which, in 1782, a 
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nephtitic cholic was superadded:’ From thisitime 
he was also affected with the stone, as well ‘as the 
cout: and’ ‘for ‘the ‘last twelve months of his life, 
ihise"complanits almost entirely. confined hin ‘to 
his bed. . cc UTE 
“Notwithstanding his distressed situation, ; neither 
his mental faculties nor his natural. cheerfulness 
ever forsook him. His memory was tenacious to 
the very last; and he seemed ’to'‘bé ‘an exception to 
the' general rule,that ‘at a certain ‘period’ of ‘life, 
the organs which are subservient to this faculty be- 
comé callous ; a’ remarkable’ instancé ‘of which is, 
that he learnt to’ speak French after he had at- 
tained the age of seventy! | 
In the beginning of April 1790, chew was mabastned 
with a fever. and complaint of his breast, which ter- 
minated his existence.’ ; The: followingiaccount -of 
his last ilness: was: written by his friend: and: -physi- 
cian, Dr. Jones. . qe Rar Petes Ty hl Gil 
- * The stone, with which la had bites tiliaied 
for several years, had for the, Jast. twelve. months 
confined him. chiefly to his bed ; and. during, the 
extremely. painful paroxysms, ; -he was, obliged to 
take large doses of laudanum to mitigate his tor- 
tures—still, in. the intervals, of pain, he; not only — 
amused himself with reading and conversing ;cheer- — 
fully with his family, and a few friends who visited 
him, but was often employed, in doing g business, of a 
public as well as, private. nature, with, Various, per- 
“Sons who. waited, on. him for that purpose ; and,in 
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every instance displayed, not only that readiness 
and disposition of doing good, which was the dis- 
tinguished characteristic of his life, but the fullest 
and clearest possession of his: uncommon mental 
abilities; and not unfrequently indulged himself.in 
those jeux d’esprit and entertaining anecdotes, 
‘which were the delight of all who heard.him. _ 

« About sixteen days before his death, he was 
seized with a feverish indisposition, without. any 
particular symptoms attending it, till the third: or 
fourth day, when.he complained of a pain in the 
left breast, which increased till it became extremely 
acute, attended with a cough and laborious breath- 
ing. During this state, when the severity of his 
pains sometimes drew forth a groan of complaint, 
he would observe—that he was afraid he. did. not 
bear them as he ought—acknowledged his grateful 
sense of the many blessmgs he had received from 
that Supreme Being, who had raised him from 
small -and-low beginnings to such high rank and 
‘consideration among men—and made: no doubt 
but his present afflictions were kindly intended to 
wean him from a world)in which hewas no longer 
fit to act the part assigned him. - In this frame of 
body and mind he continued till five days before 
his death, when his pain and difficulty of breathing 
entirely’ left him, and his family were flattering 
themselves with the hopes of his recovery, when an 
imposthumation, which-had formed itself in. his 
lungs, suddenly burst, and discharged a great 
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- quantity: of matter, which’ he continued toithrow 
up while he had sufficient strength to doit; bubas 
that failed, the organs of ‘respiration became gradu: 
ally oppressed~a calm lethargic state ‘succeeded ; 
—and,; on ‘the 17th of April, 1790, about:eleven 
o'clock at night, he quietly expired; closing alo 
and. -useful life: of eter vec and: italian 
months." 090 50 | ereh 

The following icc of. his: ariel and iis 
honors paid to’ his memory, -is derived from an 
anonymous source, but is correct... oy ot) dine! 

“ All that: was mortal ofthis great man: was 
interred on the 21st of ‘April; in’ the cemetery uf 
Christ’s Church, Philadelphia; in ‘that part’ adjoin- 
ing to Arch-street, mm order:that, if a monument 
should be ‘erected over: ra grave, it might!be seen 
to more:advantagey oe: oe—)iloio ou! a nods teed 

“* Never was any) fanesab 0 numerouslyoand:so 
respectably attended in’ any ipatt -ofothe “States 
of America. 'The concourse of people!asse ed. 
upon this o¢casion was immense. -Allithe bellsin » 
thé city’ were) muffled, and the: very, newspapers : 
were | seein with dabei inboard ones 1 i ed 


a 
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a rhe ifs previous to: his land hé desived his daygheet 
/ Mrs, Bache, to have his bed made; “ in order. dhat, Ae might — ’ 
die ine decent manner,” “aS was -his expression: an. idea r0- } 
‘ably suggested by’ an ‘acquaintance with ‘the custom of “the 
‘ancients.—Mrs. Bache havihg replied, ‘that She’ hoped ‘he would | 
recover, and live ee shag: longer’ She instantly ‘rejoined . 
hope not.” eo) ag fated yinebbad. sganieg 
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was interred amidst peals of artillery:; and nothing 
was omitted that could display the veneration 
of'the citizens for such ‘an illustrious character.’ © 
«« The congress ordered a general mourning for 
one month. throughout America’: the) national: as- 
sembly of France’ paid the same compliment for 


National dechlin Lath nan 1790. 
| M. peat the, elder, haying demanded and obtained leave 
to speak, addressed the Assembly as follows: . 
“‘ FRANKLIN IS.DEAD!” _ 
[A profound silence reigns throughout the hall.) 

“ The genius which gave freedom to America, and scattered 
torrents of light upon Europe, is returned to the bosom of the 
Divinity! 

‘* The sage whom at worlds claim, hy man disputed i 
the history of. the sciences and the history of empires, holds, 
most undoubtedly, an elevated rank in the human species. 
~off Political cabinets have but too long notified the death of. 
those who were never great. but.in their faneral orations. the 
etiquette of courts has but) too long sanctioned. hypocritical 
grief.-—Nations ought only, to. mowrn. for their benefactors :, the 
representativesjof free men ought never, to secommend any other 
than the heroes of humanity :to their homage...  tedtel eo. athre 

“The congress hath ordered a general. mourning. for one 
month throughout the fourteen confederated states, on account ~ 
of the death of Franklin ‘ad America hath thus acquitted-her 
tribute of adwpiration. i in behalf of one of the foie of ‘her ¢on- 
stitution, «64> : RD 

Would it not be erste vay yous seks Adaeieae tor unite 
yourselves in this religious: dct, to participate in ‘this, homage 
rendered in the face of thie universe tothe rights of man, and to 
the»philosopher who has:so eminently propagated! the cea , 
of them ponehint thesworld 2> 2°: vd nildnun’t ale 
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three days; and the commons of Paris, as: an 
extraordinary tribute of honor to his memory, 
assisted in a body at the funeral oration, delivered 
by the Abbé Fauchet in the rotunda of the corn- 
market; which was hung with black, illuminated 


_” Antiquity would have elevated altars to that mortal who, 
for the advantage of the human race, embracing both heaven 
and earth in his vast and extensive mind, knew how ‘to subdue 
thunder and tyranny ! | 

“¢ Enlightened and free, Europe at least 6 owes its: remembrance 
and its regret to one of the greatest men who has ever secre 
the cause of philosophy’ and of liberty. idiot Medals 

“‘T propose, that a decree do now pass, eniaittigot that: the 

National Assembly shall wear mourning a three wee for 
Benjamin Franklin.” 

M. M. de la Rochefoucault and La Fayette ‘immediatly 
rose, in order to second this motion. 

‘The Assembly adopted it at first by ‘cclainedoidth sue. 

wards decreed, by a large majority, amidst the’ plaudits of@all 
the spectators, that on Monday the 14th of June it should go 

into: mourning. for three days; that the discourse of M. 
‘Mirabeau ‘should be printed ; and that the president should 
write a letter of ore gy e upon the occasion; to the Sina 
of America.’ AD. eee bog 


The Gas of the United States thus cine, thei senti- 
ments in return. | 


.. Resouven, by the poor Kad House of Riedpasentatnie of 
‘the United States of America; in Congress assembled, That the 
President of ‘the United States be requested ‘to cause to be 
‘communicated to the National Assembly of France, the peculiar 
sensibility of ‘Congress, to the tribute paid to the memory 
of Benjamin Franklin, by the enlightened'and free representa-. 
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with chandeliers, and decorated with devices a ana- 
logous to the occasion. 

« Dr. Smith, provost of the College of Philadel 
phia, and Mr. Rittenhouse, one of its members, 
were selected by the Philosophical Society to. pre- 
pare an eulogium to the memory of its founder ; 
and the subscribers to the city library, who had 
just erected a handsome building for containing 
their books, left a vacant niche for a statue of their 
benefactor. - 

“This has since been ite there Be the muni- 
ficence of an estimable citizen of Philadelphia. It 
was imported from Italy; the name of the artist is 
Francis Lazarini ; it is oenpee of voltae ahaa 
and cost 600 guineas. . 

“ It was\the first piece of sanitthrs of that ‘size, 
which had been seen in America.  F ‘ranklin i 1s 

represented in a standing posture; one Das am 
yas sai means jof some ibook ; in his. night pan 


Hives of a great nition; in their decree of the cleventh J une, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety, 

FRED. AvG. MECHLENBERG, 
Speaker of the House of ci ag ib 


. : Joun ADAMS, | 
| Vice President of the United States, and ipasicont 
of the Senate. oh s 


Approved March the 2d, 1791. 


ta « so ey | GEORGE WASHINGTON, ease 
“Signed > President of the: United States. :.. . 
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he wields an inverted) sceptre, an emblem! of his 
anti-monarchical principles ;.and im his left, a scroll 
of paper. He is dressed in’ a Roman toga." The 
resemblance is‘correct': the head is a copy from 
the’ excellent bust produced by the chisel oof 
Houdon. The or eee is engraven 


on: ia pedestal edt oo} arscinged bee ath Tges 
on Si “THIS. STATUE. egies a 
DAS 0 Hove 


_DR. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN” 
“WAS ‘PRESENTED BY - 
ELLA BINGHAM, Esq. 
| “1792, + eoioenrbes 
« Fyanklin’s life,” ne the. anniv noes writer of 
the foregoing; “ affords one of the finest:moral les- 
sons that ‘can be offered up to the admiration; the 
applause, or the imitation’of mankind. °)°o%™ 
_ & Ag a man, we have beheld him practising and 
inculcating’ the virtues ‘of piscine? ‘aes 
tid TH duisthys "59 Sotho b Toms a7 ceaiiit BIg R Tea we 
« As a citizen, we have seen him epattg the 
efforts. of tyranny, and. ascertaining the) piberty’ ae 
his countrymen. 
“Asa legislator, he affords a bright sana of 
a genius soaring above corruption, and continually 
aiming at the happiness of his constituents. : 
“ As a politician, we survey him, on one hand, - 
acquiring the aid of a powerfal nation, by means of | 
his skilful negotiations ; and on the other, calling 
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forth the common strength of a congress of repub- 
lics, by fixing a central point to which they could 
all look up, and concentrating their common force, 
for the purposes of union, harmony, kegialations and. 
defence. 

*“ As a philosopher, his labors and his din 
coveries are calculated to advance the interests of 
humanity: he might, indeed, have been justly 
termed the friend of man, the benefactor of the 
universe ! 

“ The. pursuits and: occupations of his ebihiy 
youth afford a most excellent and instructive ex- 
ample to the young; his middle life, to the adult; 
his advanced years, to the aged. From him the 
poor may learn to acquire wealth, and. the -rich to 
adapt it to the purposes of beneficence. — 

“ In regard to his character, he was rather sen- 
tehtious than fluent ; more disposed to listen, than 
to talk; a judicious, rather than an engaging com- 
panion: He was what perhaps every able man is, 
impatient of interruption; for he.used to mention 
the custom of she Indians with great applause, 
who, after listening with a profound attention to 
the observations of each other, preserve a respect- 
ful silence. for some minutes, before they pegin 
their own reply. | 

“ He was polite in his manners, and never gave 
a pointed contradiction to the assertions: of ‘his 
friends or his-antagonists, but treated every argu- 
ment with great: calmness, and». conquered. his 
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adversaries’ Slogan Bs the Oe és reason. than 
_ assertion.” fi yd aail 
The’ following character of Dr. Franklin; by: 
one of his intimate friends, is so ably and accurately 
drawn, that we cannot refrain cs it to bond 
forégoing. 12 
_ > There ‘is, in the character of ‘every devin 
guished person, something to admire, and some- 
thing to imitate. The incidents that have marked 
the life of a great man, always excite curiosity, and 
often afford improvement. If there’be talents 
which we can never expect to equal, if there bea 
series. of good-fortune which we can never expect 
to enjoy, we still’ need not lose the labor ‘of’ our 
biographical inquiries. We may probably become 
acquainted with habits which it may be prudent to 
adopt—and discover virtues which we cannot fail 
to applaud. It will be easy for the reader to make 
a full application of these remarks’ in his contém2 
plations upon the late celebrated Dr. Franxiin 
By ‘his death, one of the best lights of the world 
may be said to be extinguished. I shall: not 
attempt any historical details of the life ‘of ‘this 
illustrious patriot and’ philosopher,: as’ I have - 
nothing further in view than to make a few ecom- 
ments upon the most striking traits et ap pan) 
racter. | : | 
“ Original genius was peculiarly his attribute: 
The native faculties of his mind qualified’ him to — 
penetrate into every science: and his unremitted 
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diligence left no field of knowledge unexplored. 
There were no limits to his curiosity. His inquiries: 
were spread. over the whole face of nature. But 
the study of man ‘seemed to.be his highest delight: 

and if his genius had any special bias, it lay in. dis- 
covering those things that made men wiser and 
happier. .As truth was the sole object of his re- 
searches, he was of course no sectary: and.as 
reason was his guide, he embraced no. system: 
which that did not authorise. In short, he laid the; 
whole volume of nature open before him, and dili- 
gently and faithfully perused it. | | 

“ Nor were his political attainments less conspi- 
cuous than his philosophical. ‘The ancients usu- 
ally ranked. good-fortune among. those. circum- 
stances of life which indicate merit. In this view 
Dr. Franklin is almost unrivalled, having seldom 
undertaken more than he accomplished. The 
world are too well acquainted with the events of 
his political career, to require at this time a parti- 
cular enumeration of them. It may be presumed 
the historians ofthe American revolution will ex- 
hibit them in proper colors. 

“ If Dr. Franklin did not. aspire after the salenh 
dor of eloquence, it was only because the demon- 
strative plainness of his manner was superior to it. 
Though he neither loved political debate, nor ex- 
celled in it, he still, preserved much influence in 
public assemblies, and discovered, an aptitude in 
his remarks on all occasions. He was not fond 
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of taking a leading: part in such investigations as 
could never‘ terminate in any degree of certainty. 
To’ come: forward in questions . which, in their 
nature, are indefinite, and in their issue problema- 
tical, ‘does'not comport with the caution‘of a man 
who has ‘taught himself to look for demonstration. 
He ‘reserved his observations for’ those cases’ 
which'science could enlighten, and common sense: 
approve. The simplicity ef his style was well 
adapted to. the clearness of his) understanding. 
His) conceptions were so bright and: perfect, that 
he did not choose to involve them in a cloud of 
expressions. [fhe used metaphors, it was to illus- 
trate, and’ not to embellish the truth. A man, pos- 
sessing such a lively imagery of ideas, should never. 
affect the arts of a vain rhetorician, whose excel- 
lence consists only in a beautiful mane 
of words. cco uoelenee f 
“But whatever claims to eminence: Dr. Franklin 
may have as a politician, or a scholar, there is no 
point of light, in which. his character shines with 
more lustre, than when we view him as a man or a 
citizen. He was eminently great in common 
things. °: Perhaps no man ever existed, whose life — 
can, with more justice, be denominated useful.— _ 
Nothing ever passed’ through his hands without 
receiving improvement » and no person ever: went 
into'his company without gaining wisdom. His 
sagacity was so sharp, and his science so» various; 
that, whatever might be the profession or oceupa- 


on 
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tion of those with whom he conversed, he could 
meet every one upon his own ground. He could 
enliven every conversation with an anecdote, and 
conclude it with 2 moral. : 

“The whole tenor of his life was a perpetual lec- 
turé against the idle, the extravagant, and the proud. 
Tt was his principal aim to inspire mankind with a 
love of industry, temperance, and frugality; and to | 
inculcate such duties as promote the important in- 
terests of humanity. He never wasted a moment 
of time, or lavished a farthing of money, in folly or © 
dissipation. Such expenses as the dignity of his 
station required, he readily sustained, limiting them 
by the strictest rules of propriety. Many public 
institutions experienced his well-timed liberality; 
and he manifested a sensibility of heart by numer- 
ous acts of private charity. 

“ By a judicious division of time, Dr. Franklin 
acquired the art of doing every thing to advantage; 
and his amusements were of such anature, as could 
never militate with the main. objects of his pursuit. 
In whatever situation he was placed’ by chance or 
design, he extracted something useful for himself 
or others. His life was remarkably full of incident. 
divery circumstance of it turned to some valuable 
account. The maxims which his discerning mind 
has formed, apply to innumerable cases and char- 
acters. Those who move in the lowest, equally 
with those who move in the most elevated rank in 
society, may be guided by his'instructions. In the 

VOL, II. a 
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private deportment of his life, he, m many respects, 
has furnished a most excellent model. His man- 
ners were easy and accommodating, and his address 
winning and respectful. All who knew him speak 
of him.as a most agreeable man; and all who have 
heard of him applaud him as a very useful one. 
A man so wise, and so amiable, could not but have 
many admirers, and many friends.” 


‘Dr. Franklin’s sentiments respecting death, may 
be gathered from the foliowing letter written by 
him to his niece, Miss Hubbard, in condolence on 
the death of his br other, Mr. John patria her 
father-in-law. 


Philadelphia, Feb. 23, 1756. 

“ We have lost a most dear and valuable relation, 
(and friend).——But, it is the will of God that these 
mortal bodies be laid aside when the soul is to enter 

into real life. Existing here is scarce to be called 
life; it is rather an embryo-state, a preparative to — 
living; and man is not completely born till he is 
dead. Why, then, should we grieve that a new 
child is born among the immortals, a new member 
added to their happy society? 

“ We are spirits!/—That bodies should a lent 
while they can afford us pleasure, assist. us in ac- 
quiring knowledge, or doing good. to our fellow- 
creatures, is a kind and benevolent act of God. 
When they become unfit for these purposes, and | 
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afford 1 us pain instead of pleasure, instead of an aid 
become an incumbrance, and ; answer none of the 
intentions for which they were given, it is equally 
kind. and benevolent that.a way is provided, by 
which we may get rid of them.— Death is that way: 

we ourselves prudently choose a partial death in 
some cases. A mangled painful limb, which can- 
not be restored, we willingly cut off. He who 
plucks out a tooth, parts with it freely, since the 
pain goes with it; and he that quits the whole body, 
parts at once with all the pains, and possibilities of 
pains and pleasures it was liable to, or capable of 
making him suffer. 

“Our friend and we are invited abroad on a party 
of pleasure, that is to last for ever. His chaise was 
first ready, and he is gone before us. We could 
not all conveniently start together; and why should 
you and | be grieved at this, since we are soon to 
follow, and we know where to find him?” 


_Dr. Franklin’s general sentiments of religion, are 
well depicted in the following extract of a letter, 
written shortly after his death; addressed to the 
Editor of these Memoirs. 


Ee ee * * 


—— As I often had the satisfaction of conversing with 
that immortal sage, your grandsire, in his last illness, the :fol- 
lowing anecdotes may be of some use, as an additional testi- 
mony of facts interesting to mankind. The Doctor had sub- 
lime and affecting semtiments of religion. He believed that, 
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by the inyariable laws of God in the moral. world, all crimes 
are punished either here or hereafter; and that consequently 
an evil deed can never be profitable in any case whatever: he 
was equally persuaded that every good act has its reward. 
Under a painful- disease he expressed a firm confidence, that 
all the sufferings of this life are but as the momentary prick- 
ing of a pin, in comparison ta the total happiness of our ex= 
istence: he rejoiced in a speedy approach to the regions of 
bliss and life eternal, He dwelt with rapture on the felicity. 
of beholding the glorious Father of Spirits, whose essence is 
incomprehensible to the wisest mortals; of contemplating his 
works in the higher worlds ; and of conversing there with good 
fellow-creatures from every part of the universe. : 
‘¢ T have the honor to be, with great respect, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
NicHoLas CoLuin. 


«<P. S, The literal expressions are marked by, italics.” 


With regard to Dr. Franklin’s particular opinions 
on some religious points, they may be ascertained 
in the 1st part of these memoirs, as well as from 
several of his letters on the subject, in his “Privatr 
CoORRESPONDENCE:” particularly in his Answer io 
the Reverend Dr. Stiles ;* which contains, in a few 
lines, his Religious Creed: and this written during — 
his last illness and only a short time previous. to. | 
his death. Other papers expressive of his religious | 
sentiments, will be found in the seléction of his Po-— 
litical, Miscellaneous and Philosophical’ Writings, 
forming the continuation and. completion of these: 
‘Memos. 3 


* March J, 1790. PART I. 
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The following epitaph was written by Dr. Frank- 
lin for himself, when he was only twenty three years 
of age, as appears by the original (with various cor- 
rections) found among his papers, and from which 
this is a faithful copy. | 


[Epitaph written 1728.] 


The Body 
of 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, 
Printer, | 
(Like the cover of an old book,) 
Its contents torn out, 
And stript of its lettering and gilding 
Lies here, food for worms. 
But the work shall not be lost, 
For it will (as he believed) appear once more, - 
In a new, and more elegant edition, 
Revised and corrected 
by | 
Tue AvTHor. 


Among Dr. Franklin’s papers were also found 
the following lines, written likewise by himself, only 
siv years previous to his decease; and intitled . 


B. Fl’s Apietv! 


‘Tf Life's compared to a Feast, 
Near fourscore years ’ve been a guest: 
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I’ve been regaled with the best, = 6) * 
And feel quite satisfied. ay 
Tis time that I retire to rest: 
_ Landlord, I thank ye! Friends, good sight 
April 22,1784. 


The ollewine are extracts from. the will and 
codicil of Dr. Franklin: vip tage wait 


*% 4 Fe ce Figg * 


« With regard to my books, those 1 had im France and 
those I left in Philadelphia, being now assembled together — 
here, and a catalogue made of them, it is my intention to dis- 
pose of the same as follows. My, History of the Academy 
of Sciences in sixty or seventy volumes quarto, I give to the 
Philosophical Society of Philadelphia, of which 1 have the 
honor to be-president... My collection in folio of Les Arts et 
les Métiers, I give to the American Philosophical Society 
established in New England, of which | am a member. My 
quarto edition of the same Aris et Métiers, I give to the 
Library Company of Philadelphia Such and so many of my _ 
books as I shall mark on the said catalogue with the name of 
my grandson Benjamin Franklin Bache, 1 do hereby give to 
him, and such and so many of my books as I shall mark in 
the said catalogue with the name of my grandson William 
Bache, i do hereby give to him, and such as shall be marked 
with the name of Jonathan Williams, I hereby give to my 
cousin of that name.—The residue and remainder of all my” 
hooks, manuscripts, and papers, 1 do give to my grandson 
William Temple Franklin, My share in the Library Com- 
pany of Philadelphia, I give to my grandson Benjamin Frank- 


fin Bache, confiding that he will iis his brothers: and si sis- 
ters to share in the use of it, 


Tie te 
=~ é a 
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T was born in Boston, New England, and owe my first in- 
structions in literature to the free grammar schools established 
there: I therefore give one hundred pounds sterling to my 
executors, to be by them, the survivors or survivor of them, 
paid over to the managers or directors of the free schools in 
my native town of Boston, to be by them, or those person or 
persons who shall have the supermtendence and management 
of the said schools, put out to interest, and so continued at 
interest for ever, which interest annually shall be laid out in 
silver medals, and given as honorary rewards annually by the 
directors of the said free schools for the encouragement of 
scholarship in the said schools, belonging to the said town, in 
such manner as to the discretion of the select men of the said 
town shall seem meet.—Out of the salary that may remain 
due to me as president of the state, 1 do give the sum of two 
thousand pounds to my executors, to be by them, the survivors 
er survivor of them, paid over to such person or persons as 
the legislature of this state by an act of assembly shall appoint 
to receive the same in trust, to be employed for making the 
river Schuylkill navigable, 


* % a ee te 


“ During the number of years I was in business, as a sta- 
tioner, printer, and postmaster, a great many small sums be- 
came due to me for books, advertisements, postage of letters 
and other matters, which were not collected; when in 1757 
1 was sent by the assembly to England as their agent, and by 
subsequent appointments continued there ull 1775, when on 
my return I was immediately engaged in the affairs of con- 
gress, and sent to France iv 1776, where I remained nine 
years, not returning tll 1785, and the said debts not being 
demanded in such a length of time, are become in a manner 
obsolete, yet are nevertheless justly ‘due. These, as they are 
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stated in my great folio ledger E, I bequeath to the contribu- 
tors of the Pennsylvania hospital, hoping that those debtors, 
and the descendants of such as are deceased, who now, as I 
find, make some difficulty of satisfying such antiquated de- 
mands, as just debts, may however be induced to pay or give 
them as charity to that excellent institution, 1 am sensible 
‘that much must inevitably be lost, but I hope something con- 
siderable may be received. It is possible, too, that some of 
the parties charged may have existing old unsettled accounts 
against me, in which case the managers of the said hospital 
will allow and deduct the amount or pay the balances if they 
find it against me. ) 


4 


Me eer ie Bere meas | 
“ T request my friends Henry Hill, esquire, John Jay, esq., 
Francis Hopkinson, esquire, and Mr. Edward Duffield of 
Benfield, in Philadelphia county, to be the executors of this 
_ my last will and testament, and I hereby nominate and ap- 
point them for that purpose. : 
{ would have my body buried with as little expense or cere 
mony as may be.” 


¥ % *% * x 


Philadelphia, July 17, 1788. 


CopiciL. 


© T Benjamin Franklin, in the foregoing or annexed last 
will and testament named, having further considered the same, — 
do think proper to make and publish the olen codicil or 
addition thereto. bach yeaa 5: 
It having long been a fixed political opinion,.of mine, ; that 
in a democratical state there ought to be no offices of profit, 
for the reasons I had given in an article of my drawing in our 
constitution ; It was my intention when I accepted the office 


of president to devote the. appointed salary to some. public 
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-uses; accordingly, I bad already, before I made my will in 
July last, given large sums of it to colleges, schools, building 
of churches, &c. and in that will I bequeathed two thousand 
pounds more to the state, for the purpose of making Schuyl- 
kill navigable: but understanding since, that such a sum will 
do but little towards accomplishing such a work, and that the 
project is not likely to be undertaken for many years to come, 
and having entertained another idea that I hope may be more 
extensively useful, I do hereby revoke and annul that bequest, 
and direct that the certificates I have for what remains due to 
me of that salary, be sold towards raising the sum of two thou- 
sand pounds sterling, to be disposed of as | am now about 
to order. 

It has been an opinion, that he who receives an estate from 
his ancestors, is under some kind of obligation to transmit the 
same to his posterity ; this obligation does not he on me who 
never inherited a shilling from any ancestor or relation. I shall, 
however, if it is not diminished by some accident before my 
death, leave a considerable estate among my descendants and 
relations. ‘The above observation is made merely as some 
apology to my family, for my making bequests that do not 
appear to have any immediate relation to their advantage. 

I was bern in Boston, New England, and owe my first in- 
structions in literature to the free grammar schools established 
there: I have therefore already considered those schools in 
my will. But I am also under obligations to the state of © 
Massachusetts, for having, unasked, appointed me formerly 
their agent in England, with a handsome salary, which conti- 
nued some years, and although I accidentally lost in their ser- 
vice, by transmitting Governor Hutchinson's letters, much 
more than the amount of what they gave me, I do not think 
that ought in the least to diminish my gratitude —I have con- 
sidered that among artisans good apprentices are most likely 
to make good citizens, and having myself been bred to a ma- 
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nual art, printing, in my native town, and afterwards assisted 
to set up my business in Philadelphia by kind loans of money 
from two friends there; which was the foundation of my for- 
tune, and of all the utility in life that may be ascribed to me, 
I wish to be useful, even after my death, if possible, in form- 
mg and advancing other young men that may be serviceable 
to their country in both those towns.—To this end I devote 
two thousand pounds sterling, which | give, one thousand 
thereof to the inhabitants of the town of Boston, nm Massachu- 
setts, and the other thousand to the inhabitants of the city of 
Philadelphia, in trust to and for the uses, intents, and purposes, 
hereinafter meutioned and declared.—The said sum of one 
thousand pounds sterling, if accepted by the inhabitants of the 
town of Boston, shall be managed under the direction of the 
elect men, united with the ministers of the oldest episcopalian, 
congregational, and presbyterian churches in that town, who | 
are to let out the same upon interest at five per cent: per 
annum, to such young married artificers, under the age of 
twenty-five years, as have served an apprenticeship in the said 
town, and faithfully fulfilled the duties required in their inden- 
tures, so as to obtain a good moral character from at least two. 
respectable citizens, who are willing to become their sureties 
in a bond with the applicants for the repayment of the monies 
so lent with interest, according to’ the terms hereinafter pre- 
scribed, all which bonds are to be taken for Spanish milled 
dollars, or the value thereof in current gold coin, and the ma- 
nagers shall keep a bound book or books wherein shall be en- 
tered the names of those who shall apply for and receive the 
benefit of this institution, and of their sureties, together’ with 
the sums lent, the dates, and other necessary and proper re- 
cords respecting the business and concerns of this institution. 
And as these loans are intended to assist young married arti- — 
ficers in.setting up their business, they are to be proportioried 
by the discretion of the managers, so as not to exceed \sixty 
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pounds sterling to one person, nor to be less than fifteen 
pounds. And if the number of appliers so entitled, should 
be so large as that the sum will not suffice to afford to each 
as much as might otherwise not be improper, the proportion 
to each shall be diminished, so as to afford to every one some 
assistance. ‘These aids may therefore be small at first; but 
as the capital increases by the accumulated interest, they will 
be more ample. And in order to serve as many as possible 
in their turn, as well as to make the repayment of the princi- 
pal borrowed more easy, each borrower shall be obliged to 
pay, with the yearly interest, one-tenth part of the principal ; 
which sums of principal and interest so paid in, shall be again 
let out to fresh borrowers.—And as it 1s presumed that there 
wil] always be found in Boston virtuous and benevolent citi- 
zens willing to bestow a part of their time in doing good to - 
the rising generation by superintending and managing this in- 
stitution gratis, it is hoped that no part of the money will at 
any time be dead, or be diverted to other purposes, but be 
continually augmenting by the interest; in which case there 
may in time be more than the occasion in Boston shall re-- 
quire, and then some may be spared to the neighboring or 
other towns in the said state of Massachusetts, who may de- 
sire to have it, such towns engaging to pay punctually the in- 
terest and the proportions of the principal annually to the 
inhabitants of the town of Boston. If this plan is executed, 
and succeeds as is projected, without interruption for one 
hundred years, the sum will then be one hundred and thirty- 
one thousand pounds, of which 1 would have the managers of 
the donations to the town of Boston then lay out at their dis- 
cretion one hundred thousand pounds in public works, which 
may be judged of most general utility to the inhabitants; such 
as fortifications, bridges, aqueducts, public buildings, baths, 
pavements, or whatever may make living in the town more 
convenient to its people, and render it more agreeable to 
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strangers, resorting thither for health or a temporary resi- 
dence.—The remaining thirty-one thousand pounds E would 
have continued to be let out on interest in the manner above 
directed, for another hundred years, as I hope it will have been 
found that the institution has had a good effect on the con- 
duct of youth, and been of service to many worthy characters 
and useful citizens. At the end. of this second term, if no 
unfortunate accident has prevented ' ‘the operation, the sum 
will be four million and sixty-one: thousand pounds sterling, 
of which I leave one million sixt¥one thousand pounds to 
the disposition of the inhabitants of the town of Boston, and 
three millions to the disposition of the government of es state 
not presuming to carry my views farther. ; 
All the directions herein given respecte the disposition 
and management of the donation to the inhabitants of Boston, 
T would have observed respecting that td the inhabitants of 
Philadelphia, only as Philadelphia is incorporated, I request 
the corporation of that city td undertake the management 
agreeably to the said directions, and I’ do ‘hereby vest them 
with full and ample powers for that purpose: and having con- 
sidexed that the covering its ground-plat with buildings and 
pavenients, which carry off most of the rain, aiid prevent its 
soaking into the earth and renéwitig and purifying the springs, 
whence the water of the wells must gradually grow worse, 
and in time be unfit for use, as I find has happened in all old 
cities, I recommend that at the énd of the first hundred years, 
if not done before, the corporation of the city employ a part 
of the hundred thousand pounds im bringing by pipes the water — 
of Wissahickon Creek into the town, so as to supply the inha-_ 
bitants, which | apprehend may be done without great diffi- — 
culty, the level of that creek being much above that of thé city, — 
and may be made higher by a daitt; I also recommend tiiak- 
ing the Schuylkill completely navigable. ‘At the end of the 
secolid hutidred years, I would have the disposition of the 
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four million and sixty-one thousand, pounds divided between. 
the inhabitants of the city of Philadelphia and the government 
of Pennsylvania, in the same manner as herein directed with 
respect to that of the inhabitants of Boston and the govern+ 
ment of Massachusetts. —It is my desire. that this institution 
should take place and begin, to, operate within one. year after 
my decease, for which purpose due notice should be publicly 
given previous to the expiration of that year, that those for 
whose benefit this establishment is intended, may make their 
respective applications; and I hereby direct my executors, 
the survivors or survivor of them, within six months after my 
decease, to pay over the said sum of two thousand pounds 
sterling to such persons as shall be duly appointed by the 
select men of Boston and the corporation of Philadelphia, to 
receive and take charge of their respective sums of one thou- 
sand pounds each, for the purposes aforesaid.—Considering 
the accidents to which all human affairs and projects are sub- 
ject in such a length of time, [ have perhaps too much flat- 
tered myself with a vain fancy, that these dispositions, if car- 
ried into execution, will be continued without interruption, 
and have the effects proposed; I hope however that if the 
inhabitants of the two cities should not think fit to undertake 
the execution, they will atleast accept the offer of these do- 
nations as a mark of my good will, a toxen of my gratitude, 
and a testimony of my earnest desire to be useful to them, 
even after my departure. I wish imdeed that they may both. 
undertake to endeavor the execution of the project; because 
I think that though unforeseen difficulties may arise, expe- 
dients will be found to remove them, and the scheme be found 
practicable. If one of them accepts the money with the con- 
ditions, and the ether refuses, my will then is that both sums 
be given to the inhabitants of the city accepting the whole, to 
be applied to the same purpose and under the same regulations 
directed for the separate parts, and if both refuse, the money 
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of course remains in the mass of my estate, and it is to be dis- 
posed of therewith according to my will, made the seventeenth 
day of July, 1788.—1 wish to be buried by the side of my 
wife, if it may be, and that a marble stone, to be made by - 
Chambers, six feet long, four feet wide, plain, with only a 

‘small moulding round the upper edge, and this inscription. © 
aay | 
: Franklin. a , 
Deborah ( 

178 . be gees over us both, 

«¢ My fine crabtree walking-stick, with a gold head fi ma 
wrought in the form of the cap of liberty, I give to my friend 
and the friend of mankind, General Washington.—If it were 
a sceptre, he has merited it and would become it.—It was a. 
present to me from that excellent woman Madame de For- 
back, the Dowager Duchess of Deux Ponts, connected with 
some verses which should go with it.” | 

* % a “fe x x 


Philadelphia, 28d June, 1789. 
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Letter from Dr. Priceto a Gentleman in America. 


Dear Sir, Hackney, June 19, 1790. 

I am hardly able to tell you how kindly I 
take the letters with which you favor me. Your last, con- 
taining an account of the death of our excellent friend, Dr. 
Franklin, and the circumstances attending it, deserves my 
particular gratitude. ‘The account which he has left of his 
lefe will show, in a striking example, how a man, by talents, 
industry, and integrity, may rise from obscurity to the first 
eminence and consequence in the world; but it brings his 
history no lower than the year 1757, and I understand, that 
since he sent over the copy which I have read, he has been 
able to make no additions to it. It is with a melancholy 
regret I think of his death ; but to death we are all bound by 
the irreversible order of nature, and in looking forward to it, 
there is comfort in being able to reflect—that we have not 

VOL. ITI. R 
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lived in vain, and that all the useful and virtuous shall meet 
in a better country beyond the grave. 

Dr. Franklin, in the last letter I received from him, after 
mentioning his age and infirmities, observes, that it has been 
kindly ordered by the Author of nature, that, as we draw — 
nearer the. conclusion of life, we are furnished with more 
helps to wean us from it, among which one of the strongest 
is the loss of dear friends, I was delighted with the account 
you gave in your letter of the honor shown to his.memory at 
Philadelphia, and by congress; and yesterday I received a 
high additional pleasure, by being informed, that the national 
assembly of France had determined to go into mourning for 
him.—What a glorious scene is opened there! The annals of 
the world furnish no parallel to it. 

Iam, with great respect, your obliged and very humble 
servant, Ricuarp Price. 


Extract of a Letter from the Hon. Thomas Jefferson; Esq. 
to Dr. William Smith of Philadelphia. 


I FEEL both the wish and the duty to commnnicate, in 
compliance with your request, whatever within my know- 
ledge might render justice to the memory of our great coun-— 
tryman, Dr. Franklin, in whom philosophy has to deplore 
one of its principal Juminaries extinguished. But my oppor- 
tunities of knowing the interesting facts of his life have not 
ween equal to my desire of making them known. 

“LT can only therefore testify in general, that there appeared 
to me more respect and veneration attached to the character 


of Dt. Franklin in France, than to that of any other “person 
44 


‘© Extracted from the Fulogium on Dr. Franklin, delivered By Dr. 
W. Smith, before the American yeaa ae gy Society. 
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in the same country, foreign or native. I had opportunities 
of knowing particularly, how far these sentiments were felt 
by the foreign ambassadors and ministers at the court of 
Versailles. The fable of his capture by the Algerines, pro- 
pagated by the English newspapers, excited no uneasiness, as 
it was seen at once to be a fabrication to please certain 
readers; but nothing could exceed the anxiety of his diplo- 
matic brethren on a subsequent report of his death, which, 
although premature, bore some marks of authenticity. 

I found the ministers of France equally impressed with his 
talents and integrity. The Count de Vergennes particularly 
gave me repeated and eas demonstrations of his en- 
tire confidence in him. 

When he left Passy, it seemed as if the village had lost its 
patriarch. On taking leave of the court, which he did by 
letter, the King ordered him to be handsomely complimented, 
and furnished him with a litter and mules of his own, the 
only kind of conveyance the state of his health could bear, 

The succession to Dr. Franklin, at the court of France, 
was an excellent school of humility to me. On being pre- 
sented to any one, as the minister of America, the common- 
place question to me was, ‘“ C’est vous, Monsieur, qui rem- 
placez le Docteur Franklin?” —is it you, sir, who replace Dr, 
Franklin? I generally eared ** No one can replace him, 
sir; 1 am only his successor.’ 

I could here relate a number of those bons-mots, with 
which he was used to charm every society, having heard 
many of them; but these are not your object. Particulaxs 
of greater dignity happened not to occur, during his stay of 
nine months after my arrival in France. 

A little before that time, Argand had invented his cele- 
brated lamp, in which the flame is spread into a hollow 
cylinder, and thus brought into contact with the air, within 
as well as without. Dr. Franklin had-been on the point of 
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the same discovery. ‘The idea had occurred to him; but he 
had tried a bullrush as a wick, which did not succeed: His 
occupations did not permit him to repeat and extend his 
trials to the introduction of a larger column of air than could 
pass through the stem.of a bullrush. 

About that time, also, the King of France gave him a 
signal testimony of respect, by joining him with some of the 
“ most illustrious men of the nation to examine that ignis- 
fatuus of philosophy, the animal magnetism of the maniac, — 
Mesmer; the pretended effects of which had.astonished all 
Paris. From Dr. Franklin’s hand, in conjunction with his 
brethren of the learned committee, that compound of fraud 
and folly was unveiled, and received its.death-wound. After — 
this nothing very interesting was before the public, either in 
philosophy or politics, during his stay; and he was princi- | 
pally occupied in winding up ‘his alton, and preparing, for 
his return to America. | 

These small offermgs to the memory of our great Me dear 
friend(whom time will be making still greater, while it is 
spunging us from its records) must be accepted by you, sir, 
in that spirit of love and veneration for him, in which they 
are made: and not according to their imsignificancy im the 
eyes of a world, which did not want this mite to fill hed the 
measure of his worth. 

His death was an affliction ahah was to happen to us. at 
some time or other. We have reason to be thankful he was 
so dong spared; that the most useful life should be the 
longest also ;. that it ‘was protracted so far beyond the ordi- 
nary span allotted to humanity, as to avail us of his wisdom 
and virtue, in the establishment of our freedom in the west; 
and to bless him with a view of its dawn in the east, where 
men seemed till now to have asetied every thing —but: how 


to be. free. 
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Extract of a Letter from Dr. Joseph Priestley to the 
Editor of the Monthly Magazine, dated Northumber- 
land, Nov. 10, 1782." 


Sir, 
_ I HAVE just read in the Monthly Review, 
vol. 36, p. 357, that the late Mr. Pennant said of Dr. 
Branklin, that, “living under the protection of our mild 
government, he was secretly playing the incendiary, and too 
successfully inflaming the minds of our fellow-subjects in 
America, till that great explosion happened, which for ever 
disunited us from our happy colonies.” 

As it is in my power, as far as my testimony will be re- 
garded, to refute this charge, I think it due to our friendship 
to do it. It is probable, that no person now living was better 
acquainted with Dr. Franklin, and his sentiments on all sub- 
jeets of importance, than myself, for several years before the 
American war. I think | knew him as well as one man can 
generally know another. At that time I spent the winters in 
London, in the family of the Marquis of Lansdown, and few 
days passed without my seeing more or less of Dr. Franklin ; 
and the last day that he passed in England, having given out 
that he should depart the day before, we spent together, 
without any interruption, from morning till night. : 

Now he was so far from wishing for a rupture with the 
colonies, that he did more than most men would have done, 
to prevent it.» His constant advice to his countrymen, he 
always said, was, “ to bear every thing from England, how- 
ever unjust ;” saying, that “ it could not last long, as they 
would soon outgrow all their hardships.” On this account 
Dr. Price, who then corresponded with some of the principal 


* Inserted in the number for February, 1803. 
* See negociations to prevent a breach, Part III, of these MemorRs.. 
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persons in America, said, he began to be ‘very unpopular 
there. He always said, ‘If there must be a war, it will be 
a war of ten years, and I shall not live to see the end of it.” 
This I have heard him say many times. 

It was at his request, enforced by that of Dr. Fothergill, 
that I wrote an anonymous pamphlet, calculated to show the 
injustice and impolicy of a war with the colonies, previous 
to the meeting of a new parliament. As I then lived at 
Leeds, he corrected the press himself, and, to a passage, in 
which I lamented the attempt to establish arbitrary power in 
so large a part of the British empire, he added the following 
clause: ‘to the imminent danger of our most valuable com- 
merce, and of that national strength, le: and felicity, 
which depend on UNION and on LIBERTY.” | 

The unity of the British empire, in all its parts, was a 
favorite idea of his. He used to compare it toa beautiful 
China vase, which, if once broken, could never be put toge- 
ther again : and so great an admirer was he, at the time, of the 
British constitution, that he said he saw no inconvenience 
from its being extended over a great part of the globe. With 
these sentiments he left England ; but when, on his arrival in 
America, he found the war begun, and that there was mo 
teceding, no man entered more warmly into the interests of | 
what he then considered as his country, in opposition to that 
of Great Britain. Three of his letters to me fone written 
immediately on his landing) will prove this. 

By many persons Dr. Franklin is considered as s having 
been a cold-hearted man, so callous to every feeling. of hu- 
manity, that the prospect of all the horrors of a civil war 
could not affect him. This was far from being the case. A 


otha 


v 


~ een — 


* See Memorns, Part 1V.and Private Conaxantupieary Patt I. 
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great part of the day above-mentioned that we spent together, 
he was looking over a number of American newspapers, di- 
recting me what to extract from them for the English ones ;_ 
and, in reading them, he was frequently not able to proceed 
for the tears literally running down his cheeks. 'T’o strangers 
he was cold and reserved; but where he was intimate, no 
man indulged in more pleasantry and good humor. By this 
he was the delight of a club, to which he alludes in one of 
the letters above referred to, called the Whig Club, that met 
at the London Coffee-house, of which Dr. Price, Dr Kippis, 
Mr. John Lee, and others of the same stamp, were members.. 


From the Patriots Francois of M. Brissot de Warville, 
Member of the National Assembly and National Conven- 
tion of France. 


Tur American Revolution has produced a multitude of 
virtuous Citizens, intrepid warriors, and enlightened politicians ; 
but we have seen no one possess, in so high a degree, the 
character of a true philosopher, as Dr. Benjamin Franklin. 
His love of mankind occupied every instant of his life ; and 
he displayed the most indefatigable zeal in their service. . His 
knowledge: was great and extensive, his manners were simple, 
his morals were pure. 

This portrait will not afford a line of separation sufficiently 
marked between him and other patriot politicians, if I do not 
add a characteristic feature to it ; this is, that Franklin, in the 
midst of the vast scene in which he acted such a brilliant and 
conspicuous character, kept his eyes constantly fixed ona. 
theatre infinitely more vast and extensive,—on Heaven, and 
a future life! This is the sole circumstance that can support 
and aggrandise man upon earth, and make of him a true 
philosopher. | 

The different anecdotes recounted in the first part of his 
private life, might afford, to an attentive observer, some idea 
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of his character ; and it indeed appears to me to be\impossible, 
to read it, without a certain degree of tenderness, .mingled 
with respect. It exhibits Franklin strolling about the streets 
of Philadelphia with about four-and-sixpence in his:pocket, 
unknown to any of the inhabitants, eating one loaf with avidity, 
holding another under each arm, and quenching his thirst; with 
the water of the Delaware! ne hie 

Who could have dreamed. that this canaiahia icuaions 
should become one of the future legislators of America ; the 
ornament of the new world ; the pride of modern philosophy, . 
and an ambassador to a nation the most rich, the most pow- 
erful, and the most enlightened in the universe ? 

Who could have believed that France, that Europe, should 
one day elevate statues to a man, who had no where to repose 
his head? ¥ 

This circumstance recals to my memory J. J. Weisdtan, 
with three halfpence (his whole fortune) in his purse, and 
tormented by famine, balancing in his own mind whether he 
ought to sacrifice his all, in order to procure a supper or a 
bed! After putting an end to this combat between rest and 
hunger, he lies down, and falls asleep in the open air; and 
thus, seemingly abandoned by nature and by men, he enjoys 
the protection of the one, and despises that of the other. The 
citizen of Lyons, who disdained Rousseau because he was 
ill-clothed, has died unknown ; and the man in rags, has now 
altars erected to his memory. . 

These examples ought to console men of genius, who ‘a 
been reduced by fortune to a similar condition, and who are 
obliged to struggle against want. soiled 

Adversity is calculated to form them ; let them Rar 
and the same recompense awaits them. 

Franklin. beg persuaded that knowledge could ever 
spread, unless it had been first collected in a central point, as 
it were, was always extremely desirous to encourage literary, 
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and political clubs.” In one of these clubs, founded by him, 
thé following were the questions put to the candidate: 

«Do you believe that a man ought to be despised or per- 
secuted for opinions merely ‘speculative, on account of any’ 
particular faith that he*may happen to profess ?” 

“Do you love truth, for its own sake ?” 

_ © Will you employ all your efforts, im order to know it 
yourself, and to instil it into others ?” : 


From the “« Fuoce pe Franxuin,” by the celebrated 
ier Condorcet. 

Hayine, during his residence in England, remarked the 
advantages resulting from newspapers, and associations, 
known under the denomination of Clubs, and societies formed 
on the basis of a voluntary subscription, ‘Franklin proposed to 
adopt them in his native country. 

He accordingly began by publishing a gazette, the columns 
of which he filled up, during a scarcity of news, by means of 
essays of his own composition, in which the moral was ge- 
nerally presented under the form of an apologue ; in which. 
reason was animated by gay but amiable pleasantries ; and in 
which philosophy, without ceasing to be within the compre- 
hension of the simple colonists for whom it was destined, was 
on a level with the ideas of an European. ayy 

It was a new Spectator, as it were, that he produced, but 
with much more nature, simplicity, and grace; with an aim 
more extended, and, above all, more useful. 

Instead of the uncertain hope of correcting some few of 
the vices of a nation, corrupted by riches and inequality, he 
conceived a reasonable expectation of rectifying the ideas, of 
depurating and polishing the virtues of a nascent people. 

Several of the fugitive pieces printed at that period by 
F ranklin, have been preserved ; and there are some of them, 
which Voltaire and Montesquieu would not have disavowed. 
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He would never permit his Gazette to be disgraced by 
personalities. ‘This species of malice, which presents’ the 
ready means of drawing down the popular vengeance upon 
those whom an editor is inclined to hate, appeared to him to 
be equally hurtful anddangerous. It seemed to furnish a per- 
fidious kind of arms, which the hypocritical and the factious — 
might use with address, in order to provoke suspicion against 
virtues and talents the most eminent; to render all reputations 
uncertain ; to destroy character, and the authority of a good 
name, a circumstance so necessary in an infant republic, and 
then deliver up the public confidence to those obscure and 
intriguing men who know how to surprise it. | 

The Americans were not then that enlightened people who 
have since astonished us by the wisdom of their constitutions. 
Religion, and the incessant labor necessary to form establish- 
ments in a wild and savage country, had alone occupied the 
minds and the bodies of the first generations of Europeans. 

Franklin perceived how much they stood in need of the 
light of philosophy ; but it was necessary to make them feel 
this, without announcing an intention, which would have but 
too plainly discovered his own superiority. . 

He accordingly formed a club,* composed of several of the © 
inhabitants of Philadelphia, whose fortunes were on a level 
with his own. It consisted of only twelve persons, and the 
number was never augmented. But in consequence of his 
advice, the majority of the members established similar asso- 
ciations; by this means, they all became animated with the — 
same spirit; but he was careful not to connect them by a 
solemn confederation, and still less by a dependance upon the - 
mother society. | 

It was his intention to form a more liberal communication 
of knowledge, and of sentiments, among the citizens; to ha- 
bituate them to the custom of acting together in behalf of 
Nc i ae 

” See p. 91. Vol. I. of these Memorns, and Appenpix No. 2. | 
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their common interests ; and to enable them to propagate and 
disperse their opinions, without forming a party. 

He thought that if a private association ought never to 
conceal itself, it ought still less to exhibit itself to public view; 
that, useful while it acts by the separate interests of its mem- 
bers, by the concert of their intentions, by the weight which their 
virtues or their talents give to their opinions, it might become 
dangerous, if, operating in a mass, and forming in some re- 
spects a nation within a nation, it should be at length able to 
oppose its own will to that of the people, and to place between 
individuals and the national power, a foreign force, which, 
directed by an ambitious man, might equally menace liberty 
and the laws. 

It is customary, in the English clubs, to subject all those 
to a slight fine, who transgress their laws. In that of Phila- 
delphia, a slight fine was levied every time an improper ex- 
pression was made use of. ‘Those most obstinate in the 
belief of their own infallibility, were obliged to make use of 
a certain diffidence in their assertions, and to adopt a degree 
of modest circumlocution, that prevented the self-love of the 
company from being shocked by the powerful influence of 
words upon ideas,—this at length extended even to opi- 
nions. * 


_ In the mean time, Franklin began, in an adroit manner, to 


* “ 4mo. To declare that the candidate had no animosity against 


any of the members of the assembly. 

“ 2do. To profess an equal degree of lone for all men, whatever 
might be their faith. 

“ Stic. To look upon every attempt against the NOER bias of 
religion, and of opinion, to be tyranny. 

“ 4to. To love the truth for its own wi Pes take penne! in ex- 
tending and propagating it. 

* This,” says M. Condorcet, “ was the profession of faith of a so- 
ciety which rendered great service to the Assembly of Pennsylvania, 
without, ever pretending to govern it.” 


, 
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declare war against fanaticism, which of course must have 
taken deep root ina country peopled by persecution. Those’ 
sentiments of universal benevolence, which so easily enter 
into mild and gentle. minds; those maxims of .simple truth 
which good sense never rejects, conduct by little and little, 
to indulgence, and to reason; and at least reduce to a state 
incapable of doing them hurt, that enemy to mankind, which 
it would have been imprudent to have attacked in front. 

Thus, at the very same epoch, in two different parts of the 
globe, philosophy avenged humanity of the tyranny which had 
a long while oppressed and dishonored it; but it combated 
her with different weapons. 

In the one, fanaticism was an error of individuals, and the 
unhappy consequence of their education and their studies; to 
enlighten them, it was sufficient to dissipate the phantoms of 
a wandering imagination. In fine, it was only the fanatics 
themselves that it was necessary to cure. 

In the other, where fanaticism, guided by vides had | 
founded upon error a system of domination, and where, 
leagued with every species of tyranny, it had promised to 
blind mankind, provided it was permitted to oppsess them, - 
it became necessary to rear up against it the whole force of 
public opinion, and to oppose, to so dangerous a power, all 
the efforts of the friends of reason and of liberty. The business 
there was not to enlighten the fanatics, but to unmask and 
disarm them. One might add to this parallel, new in the 
history of philosophy, that VOLTAIRE and FRANKLIN, the 
two men who had separately, but at one and the same time, 
_conceived this salutary project, had the happiness to meet, in 
their old age, at Paris—to enjoy their glory together, and 
congratulate each other upon their triumph. _ 

The philosopher, who prepared the felicity « of his canta 
by enlightening men, and forming them mto citizens, was 
destined to render it services still more direct, and no less 


Of 
useful, The times were on longer such, as whel en ‘the | poverty | 
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of the English colonies was sufficient to prevent the wars of 
Europe from extending to them. They had already become 
sufficiently florishing to tempt the avidity of an enemy ; and 
it was equally dangerous for their repose and their liberty, to 
be either abandoned by Great Britain, or defended by its 
“armies. | 3 . | 

Dr. Franklin, who, ever since the year 1736, had acted as 
secretary to the Assembly of Pennsylvania, thought it would 
be proper to profit by a war in which England was so nearly 
interested, in order to teach the Pennsylvanians to assume, for 
the defence of the mother-country, those arms which would 
be one day necessary against herself, for the maintenance of 
their own rights; and accordingly, in 17 44, he formed the 
plan of a national militia. 

The people relished the proposal : Philadelphia alone fur- 
nished a thousand men. The command was offered to 
‘Franklin: he refused it, and served as a common soldier 
under Mr. Laurence, whom he himself had proposed as ane 
fittest person to act as general. 

Tt was necessary to build forts, and money was wanting; he 
__ provided the necessary sums by means of a lottery, of which 
he himself formed the plan. 

The success of this measure was retarded for some time, by 
a very singular difficulty. 

The Quakers form a very numerous body in Pennsylvania; 
and such is the purity of the principles of that sect, that they 
look upon it as criminal, to contribute money even in behalf 
of a defensive war. The natural effect of an exaggerated 
morality, adopted by enthusiasm, is to place its sectarists 
under the necessity of either Violating its precepts, or of sacri- 
ficing the counsels of reason, and the dictates of judgment. 
At length they endeavor to elude their own laws; they dis- 
semble the violation of them by means of subtile distinctions, 
and by'adroit and equivocal modes ‘of reasoning. By these 
means they prevent the fanatics and hypocrites of their own 
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sect from rising i Anet them, and do not wound ‘the feelings 
of the people, who, in all religions, attach their ideas of, mo- 
rality to certain consecrated words. ' 

The philosophical indulgence of Dr. Franklin, and the ad- 
dress which he made use of upon more than one occasion, 
often enabled him to conciliate the patriotism of the Quakers 
with the principles of their sect. | M 

Never was any man more anxious to exhibit the most scru- 
-pulous respect for the religious weaknesses and follies of 
other men: towards feeble and sickly minds, he ever evinced 
the same delicate attentions, which worthy men generally 
make use of in regard to the infirmities of infancy. 

The education of Dr. Franklin had not opened to him the 
career of the sciences, but nature had given him a genius ¢a- 
pable of comprehending, and even of embellishing them. 

His first essays on electricity fully prove, that he was but 
very little acquainted with this part of natural philosophy. 
Being at an immense distance from Europe, he possessed but 
imperfect machines. Notwithstanding this disadvantage he soon 


discovered the immediate cause of electrical phenomena. He 


explained it, by demonstrating the existence of a fluid, insen- 
sible while it remains in a state of equilibrium, and which 
instantly manifests itself, either when this equilibrium is de- 
stroyed, or while it endeavors to re-establish it. His ana- 


lyses of the grand Leyden experiment is a chef-d’auvre at 


— once of sagacity, of perspicacity, and of art, 
Soon after igi he perceived an analogy beneaint the ef- 


F It is thus that Hee Quakers, on patie pane fox money in order 
to purchase gunpowder, presented the sum demanded, under the pre- 
tence of its being intended for grain. The Dunkars, more wise per- 
haps than the Quakers, have never committed their dogmas nor their 
precepts to writing. They were afraid, as one of their principal men 
told Dr. Franklin, of either exposing themselves to the danger of 
professing that which they did not any longer believe, or to the ir 
of haying changed their opinions, 
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fects of thunder and electricity, which struck him prodi- 
giously. He conceived the idea of an apparatus, by means 
of which, he proposed to interrogate the heavens ; he makes 
the experiment, and the answer fully confirms his conjec- 
tures. Thus the cause of lightning is now known. Its 
effects, so ruinous, so irregular in appearance, are not only 
explained, but imitated. 

We at length know why the lightning silently and peace- 
ably follows certain bodies, and disperses others with a loud 
noise ; why it melts metals, sometimes shivers to atoms, and 
sometimes seems to respect, those substances which sur- 
round it. 

But it was but little to imitate the thunder: Dr. Franklin 
conceived the audacious idea of averting its vengeance. 

He imagined, that a bar of iron, pomted at the end, and 
connected with the ground, or rather with the water, would 
establish a communication between a cloud and the earth, 
and thus guarantee or protect the objects m the immediate 
neighborhood of such a conductor. 

The success of this idea was fully commensurate to all his 
wishes ; and thus man was enabled to wield a power suffi- 
cient to disarm the wrath of Heaven ! 

This great discovery was by far too brilliant, and too sin- 
gular, not to conjure up a numerous host of enemies against 
it. Notwithstanding this, the custom of using conductors 
was adopted in America and in Great Britain; but at the 
commencement of war with the mother-country, some so7- 
disant English philosophers endeavored, by unfair experi- 
ments, to throw doubts upon the utility of his scheme, and 
seemed to indicate a wish to ravish this discovery from Ben- 
jamin Franklin, by way of punishing him for the loss of thir- 
teen colonies. 

It is unfortunately more easy to mislead a nation in regard 
to its proper interests, than to impose upon men of science 
relative to an éxperiment ; thus those. prejudices, which 
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were able to draw England into an unjust and fatal contest, 
could not make the learned of Europe change the form of 
the electrical conductors of Franklin. They multiplied in 
France, after France had become allied to America ; in truth, 
the sentence of the police has been opposed to it in some of — 
our towns, as it has been opposed in Italy by the decisions 
of casuists, and with just as little success !* 

In a free country, the law follows the public opinion; in 
despotic governments the public opinion often contradicts 
the laws, but always concludes at length by submitting itself 
to their influence.—At this day, the use of this preservative — 
has become common among almost all nations, but without — 
being universally adopted: A long course of experiment does 
not permit us any longer to doubt of its efficacy. 

If the edifices provided with it, have still some dangers to 
dread, this happens, because, between the bounded efforts — 
of man and the boundless force of nature, there can never 
be established any other but an unequal contest. _ | 

But what an immense career has this successful experiment _ 
opened to our hopes! 3 

Why may we not one day hope to seé the barieful activity J 
of all the scourges of mankind melt away, as that of thun- — 
der has done, before the powers of genius, exercised through 
an immensity of ages? When all the regions of nature are — 
disarmed by the happy use of her gifts, we shall experience q 
nothing but her benefits. Pt 

In 1754, the King of England, who had formed the pro- | 
ject of attacking France, convoked a general congress of the 


i hing IR ‘| 
deputies of the different colonies, in order te concert a sys- | 
tem of common defence. Dr. Franklin was sent thither, | 


a 


* Many religious sectaries are still averse to their use ; they consider 
it as presumption, and say they will trust to the first great cause 
though at the same time these very people are taking physic, and get 
cupped and bled, in order to prevent themselves om being sick and 
diseased ! : : 


: 
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and proposed,a’plan, which was, accepted. by the congress ;* 
but it was neither agreeable. to the assemblies of the particu- 
lar states, nor.to the. British ministry... No menace bad as 
yet made the’ colonies, perceive thé necessity of this union, 
which was about to take away from each a part of its inde- 
pendence; and the English government was at one aud the 
same time too cunning not to foresee that this new institution 
prepared a resistance te its tyrannical enterprises, aud was 
too little enlightened to ktiow, that. nothing remained for it. 
but to’ diréct a revolution, which. Was ati, Inevitable conse- 
quence of the increasing prosperity of the colonies. Indo 
Jence or pride on one side, aud perfidy on the other, occa= 
sioned ihe rejection ofa scheme fornied by foresight and 
traced by wisdom. | bs 

. Twenty-four years afouwants it seco asa bade to that! 
congress which declared. the independence of the United. 
States ;/ and perhaps it would have been a destderatum i the 
new constitution, to have imitated more its sage simplicity. 

It has been urged as a reproach to Franklin, that be had: 
given a negative to the governor, appointed by the King. of 
Great Brita ; but circumstances required this sacrifice; it 
was the band that would. have connected a sucker, at that 
time young and tender, to the parent tree, from which it had 
sprouted ferth ; and which ought not to have been cut until 
the moinent that the young plant, after having extended its 
roots, and developed. its branches, had acquired suthicient 


vigor to nourish it by means of its own proper strength, 
a : 
bel Rabb. oct Hy syria: otk * 


Cuaracter or Dr. Frankuin. (By the same.) 
Humanity and frankness were the basis of his morality. 
An habitual gaiety, a happy facility im regard to every thing 


* See this Puan in the Selection of Dr. Franklin’s ht Wek (an 
continuation of these Memoirs) Part. i. Section 1. 


VOL. II, s 
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respecting the common concerns of life, and a tranqui 
flexibility in affairs. of importance, formed the character of 
Dr. Franklin. These. two latter qualities are easily united in 
men, who; endowed with a superior mind, ard strofig under- 
staiding, abandon trifling things to doubt and to indifference. 
His system of conduct was simple: he endeavored to ba- 
nish sorrow and wearisomeness, by means of temperance and 


labor. ‘‘ Happiness,” he was used to say, “ like a shal is. 


coniposed of insensible elements.” 
Without disdaining glory, he knew how to dedpee: the i n= 


justice of opinion; and while enjoying ain lke he could ti | 


don envy. id 3 
Durimg his youth, be had enltied ive, sa vRinom to dhe 
very foundation of morality: the natural. goodness of his 
heart; and the. directions of his. conscience, were his: sole 
guides; and they very rarely led him astray. gis 
A little later in life, he allowed that there existed: a mo-. 
rality founded upon the nature of man, independent. of -all 
speculative opiions, and anterior to all conventions. .. ... 


He thought,. that our souls, im another life, received. the 


recompense of their virtues, and the punishment of :their 
faults: he believed in the existence of a God, at once bene 


ficent and just, to. whom-he offered up, in the secrecy of his 


own conscience, a silent but pure homage... - ) 
He did not despise the exterior forms of oa he even 


thought them useful to morality: he, however, submitted & 


_ 


himself to them but'seldom. . - 


All religions appeared to him to be eljually hia penvndod eh 
an universal toleration was the principle of them, and that — 
they ‘did not deprive, of the recompense due to virtue, those . 


who \ were t OF rs 6 belief, or of tho belief at all." silane 


2 See his Litt of isons in ni Waairines, Parti iil, Section ile 


Bagatelles. 
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The application, of the sciences to the common purposes 
of life, and to domestic economy, was often the subject of 
his researches: he took pleasure to demonstrate, that, even 
in the iost common affairs of life, custom and ignorance 
are but bad guides; that we were far from having exhausted 
the resources of nature; and were only deficient in men ca- 
pable of interrogating her.’ . ‘ } 

He never wrote any thing upon politics, except some tracts 
required by circumstances, and produced upon. the spur of 
the occasion. 

It was easy to perceive, that he always endeavored to re- 
duce all questions to their simple elements, and to present 
‘them in such a manner to the public, that the unlearned 
might be enabled to understand, and to resolve them. It 
was to such that he always addressed himself.. Sometimes it 
was an error that he attempted to root out and destroy ; and 
sometimes an useful truth, for which he wished gently to 
prepare their minds, that at length they might be enabled to 
receive, and, above all, to preserve it. It is in vain that we 
shall search for any subject, on which he could be supposed 
to have written from the mere impulse of glory, 

Sometimes he employed those forms which, in appear- 
ance only, disguise the truth, in order to render it more af- 


+ He was occupied a long time in endeavoring to make the forms of 
chimnies more perfect, and to introduce economy in regard te com- 
bustible substances, by regulating the intensity and the equality of 
heat, and the renewal of the air in places warmed artificially, Several 
years before he became so celebrated as he afterwards was, and at the 
period when he began to enjoy an independent fortune, it, was pro~ 
posed | to. him to procure a patent for a stove of his own invention, 
_ This he rejected; saying, ‘at the same time, “I have profited by the 
inventions of others, and is it ‘Bet just that ‘they, in return, should 
a by mine ?” 
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fecting, and which, instéadwot disclosing yallaw ji eplendite 


a =e 7 


of divining it. wey Bar APE oor ; o: Bee an Ww 


It was thus that, while seeming to teach. the surest means 


for diminishing the extent of a state, which is found too'dif- 


ficult to be governed, he lampooned the-conduct of the Eng- 
dish, ministry in regard) to: America :‘ :thus,~also, by way of 


displaying the injustice of the pretensions of Great: Britain 


in regard to her colonies, he supposes the King’ of Prussia 
‘to publish: an edict, in which he subjects England to ‘the’ pay- 
ment of certain taxes, under pretext that the inhabitants of the 
-banks of the Oder had formerly conquered and peopled it.?. 
His conversation, like his style, was always natural; and 


often ingenious. In his youth, ‘he had read Xenophon, an — 


author who had inspired him with a taste-for. the Socratic 
method of argument,—and he took pleasure in employing it, 
sometimes by putting artful questions, tending to make the 


‘advocates of a false opinion:refute themselves ;: sometimes, 
- ‘by.an application of their principles to other events, obliging 


them thus to recognise the truth, when disengaged. from the 
clouds: within which custom or prejudice had:enveloped it ; 


at. other times, deciding by means of an apologue, a tale, or 


an anecdote, those questions which the pride of a serious 
ty ER, ' 


discussion would have obscured. 


. Being employed by some. of the Aimetican provinces. to 


request an abolition of the insulting custom, of transporting 
malefactors to the colonies, the minister, by way of - reply, al- 
leged the necessity of delivering England of such vermin. 


“ What would you say to us,” rejoined Dr. Franklin, if | 


DAR Y 
we were to export our rattlesnakes to England : ion 


it ! pea? BS oe % 


* Rules for reducing a great Empire toa higes nae ai vie 


Patti, Section i. é sat, aft ih 
Sed Prussraw Enict, in PRIvATE Conarsroxpencr, P Part i il. Lets 
ter to the Hon. Thomas Cushing, Sept. 12, 1773. ria . 
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Dr. Franklin had never formed a general system of politics ; 
he examined the questions exactly as the events presented — 
themselves to his observation, or as his foresight anticipated 
them; and he decided them all according to. the standard of 
those principles which originate in a virtuous mind, and in a 
judgment at once just and comprehensive. | | 

In general, he appeared not, fond of. giving “eyils ub once tha 
greatest possible degree of perfection to human institutions : 
he thought it a more certain way to wait for the effects of 
time... He. was not fond of attacking abuses in front; he 
thought, it more. prudent first to attack those errors hich are, 
the source of them. e | 

. He had in politics, as in tas ai} kind ise indulgence 
witch, requires) but little, « because it hopes much, and which 
forgets; and: even pardons the present, in favor of the future, 
He: always proposed those measures which seemed to him to 
be most proper in order to preserve peace 3, because he was 
not fond: of delivering up the happiness of mankind to. the 
uncertainty of events, nor truth to the interests, of a party. 

He preferred the, good obtained by reason.to that which 
might be expected from entliusiasm; because: it is-more easy 
to be procured, and infinitely more. lasting. . 

In one! word, his: politics were;those of a man Ete be: 
lieved m the power of| reason; and the reality of virtue, and 
whovaspired to be the teacher. of his fellow-citizens before he 
became their legislator, it Odo 


> 
,. 40) 


Extract from Dr. Smith’s Eulogium on Dr. Franklin, deli- 
-wered March 1, 1791,,before the Congress, and the Ameri- 
» can Philosophical Seciety at-Philadelphia. . 

At the name of FRANKLIN, every’ thing ‘interesting to’ 
virtue, freedom, and humanity, rises to our recollection! By 
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what Gulogitini shall wé do’ justice to’ his pre-eminent. abili- 
ties and‘ worth ?! this would sii a -ciecramgseana of abilities 
atid Worth like his ‘own. | Ba Tice ode 
His original ahd universal genius was capable dite great 
ést things, but’ disdamed not the smallest, provided ‘they were 
useful. With equal ease and ‘abilities he'could conduet:the 
affairs Of a printine-press, and of a great nation, and discharge 
the duties of'a public tninister of. ne or the private execu- 
torof'a will. HOM TA io levdeywe ato! 
Franklin, as a philosopher iat have become’ a Newton; 
as a laweiver, a Lycurgus ; ; but he was greater than either:of 
them, by uniting the talents of both in thie ~practical ~philo- — 
sophy’ of doing good, compared to which ‘all the palms of 
speculative wisdom ‘and scien¢e wither on the sight, He 
did ‘not Seek ‘to derive his eminence from the ‘mere profession 
of letters, ‘which, ‘although laborious, seldom’ elevates’a’man 
fo ‘atiy high rank dn the’public confidence and’esteeiny but 
le'bécame gieat by ‘applying his’ abilities: to ‘things useful, 
and ‘aétérfimodating his imstruction ‘to! the: ‘exigencies: rie 
times, and the necessities of his country.) 9 (9%) 9) 
“Had weno other proof of this,’ the great and dignified 
part which he sustained inthe American Revolution;“one of 
the most important ‘events recorded ‘in the ‘annals of man- 
Kind, “would -havebeen’ alone sufficient’ to immortalise his — 
name ; ‘but when-we take into the account his previous labors, 
for half a century, on purpose to illuminate the: mindsofhis— 
fellow-citizens, to prepare them for the mighty event, to 
nurse them into greatness by the arts of industry and virtue, — : 
to'show ‘them the happiness’ which Jay within‘theimreach,. 4} 
to ‘teach ‘thiem ‘to’ dare, ‘and to ‘bear, and to improve success; 
—this accumulation of ‘servicés has woven for ‘his head a 
diadem-of such beauty, .as scarcely ever adorned the: brow of 
either’ ancient or modern worthy, 
f 
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- Tu the’earliest stages of life he had conceived the mighty 
idea of “American glory and empire; but, hike Hercules in 
the cradle, he was ignorant of his own strength, and had not 
conceived the achievements and the labors. that awaited 
him. He had not yet conceived that he was one day to con- 
tend with kings and potentates for the rights of shis country, 
to extort from them an acknowledgment of its sovereignty, 
and to subscribe with his name the sacred instruments which 
were to give it a pre-eminent rank among the nations of the 
earth, and to assure its liberty and independence to the latest 
ages! | blat , 

Virtus vera nobilitas, was an adage with which he was 
well pleased. He considered a descent from any of the vir- 
tudus peasantry and venerable yeomanry of America, who 
first subdued the sturdy oaks of our forests, and assisted to 
introduce culture and civilization into a once untutored land, 
as haying more true nobility in it than a pedigree which 
might be traced through the longest line of those commonly 
called great and noble in’ this world? He rose from 
low beginnings, and advanced not only himself but his coun- 
try bymeans of the press.\. ‘The press was the great instru- 
ment he .made use of in order to draw. the attention of Penn- 
sylvania to habits of virtue and. industry; to the imstitution 
of societies for the promotion of agriculture, commerce, and 
the mechanic arts; to the founding of schools, libraries, and 
hospitals, for the diffusion ‘of. useful knowledge and the ad- 
vancement of humanity. ‘When you consider this, you will 
go and do likewise? ‘you will, with professional joy and 

Patel icatR) ii ve EE % 


t Stemmata quid facitint, quid prodest, Pontice, longo 
.. ..Sanguine censeri ? SJUVENAL. 
: This part was addressed to the printers of Philadelphia, who at- 
tended ina body. — 
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pride, observe: that, from the torch which Franklin, kindled 
by means of his press, in the new world, “ sparks arejalready 
stolen which ‘are lighting up the sacred flame of liberty, vir- 
tue, and wisdom, over the entire face of the globe.”, Be it 
your part: ‘to feed that torch by means jof the iene until-its — 


divine flame reach, the skies! 1 fas evil dtiebeay 
oh tery 4 Dolwonaoe x gral aio; Hote? 
i} p cul Eh of fy iss 


“VERSES; is li svig a otow 
ts 328 02, Dip — : 
“SACRED TO THE MEMORY OF | 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, LL. Dz, 
 &e. &e. 


° 
a 


~ 


: DORR (PHO ve 
SiNcE ’tis our lot upon this mortal stage): aie wanda 
To combat pain and sickness, grief and agé,») 4) ) te} 
Why should we murmur at approaching death 29.1: 
Or why reluctantly \resign/our breath? 4 px ved ) 


Our sighs, our anguish, reason disavows, 9. ©) jf yim 
Since Franklin to the King of terrors bows... 04 
Say, how shall I begin his various ti “igs od. wok 


» "Truth led him: through “all nature’s wond’ rous mazes! ¢24 
Earth! to the sage thy greenest wreaths allow, «| 1+ 
Whose wisdom taught the swain to guide the plough’ « 


By. reason’s laws—to turn the fruitfulsoil) 6. 4 6 | 
By useful rules, and scientific toil; -- =) ou o 2 
Thy cultivated bosom to adorn... yuh yaleap angen 


With cooling fruits, and life-sustaining corn; «9 9+ 
And prov’d, philosophy! to thy true friends, « ) (os ©» 
The man, who pants for heavn, to earth attends. 

Ocean! his death thy waters should deplore,. este 
Rolling thy plaintive billows to. the shore, ...°% 


§ : ¥ M4 2] eT . He ee ‘ 
? The author unknown. =, Pia bie» 
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Where Franklin rests. ‘Thy pow’rs he understood ; 
Fathom’d thy depths; .and analys’d thy flood. 
What, tho’ he prov’d that earth thy waves restrains, 
And rescues from thy reign her hills and plains ? fy 
Still he deserves thy tribute of applause : "% 
Thy properties he knew, and gave thee laws. 
Air! in the. praises of the sage unite, 
Who saw thy paths with more than human sight. 
Fair science taught her'son the winds to know, 
Whence they all come, and whither they must go. 
O Electricity ! from! thee he draws” 
A large—a glorious portion of applause. 
Lightning! confess the glory of the sage 
Who dar’d with all thy terrors to’ engage. | 
Thy nature he éxplain’d; and bade us gaze, 
Fearless, on thy wide-spreading, quiv’ring blaze. 
Humanity! this proof of art applaud: | 
Ye sceptres ! bow to Franklin’s glorious rod, 
Which draws the furious fluid from its course,’ 
And bids it spend’ on earth its baffl’d force. 
New England! glory in thy foremost son; 
What though on earth his honor’d course be run? = 
Thy fame and his shall evermore endure : 
He knew thy rights, and made: those rightsis secure : 
Nor thine alone; to him a nation owes 
Conquest in war, and now a blest repose— 
To him, whose wisdom wond’ring France obey’d, | 
Whilst Louis glow’d, great Washington to aid. © 
France! when the awful news shall reach thine ear, 
Thy sons in sable garments should appear. ’ | 
On Passy’s plains, from vulgar eyes retir’d, 
Lov'd by the good, and by the great admir’d, 
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Like Sicily’s.enlighten’d son, serene, b droit 
He grasp’d,,O policy! thymice machine, 


And moy’d court, city, camps, and plains, to dare” 
In freedom’s cause the glorious toils of war. © 9! 
France! if to\himthou owe ‘that splendid light, 

Which. sav’d thee from oppression’s dreary niglit, © 


Record his name in thyshistoric page,» |. 
There let the statesmanotriumph with the sage; 
And _ since thysons philosophy adore) 900.40 0 


His death with many a tender sigh deplore, =~ 
On whom with wondervallithy sages gaz’d, - 
And whom, Voltaire with justice oft bas: prais’ ae BS 
O Britain! to;hisimemory be just: 
A valiant people wars not with the dust. (9) « 
In youth, .to thee by sympathy allied, == 
He knew: thy: worth : in age he scorn’d:thy pride. 
His various virtues thou.should’st learn to: soon ai 
Checking thy haughtiness,-he made. thee wise. ; 
But why-should partial praise'be his? © “The mind, 

Which labor’d for the good of all mankind, © ~~ 
Due homage.should receive, from ‘pole to po 
Theme of each tongue and pride of ev’ry soul. © 

Europe! -the glories. of ‘the sage revere: 
Free from false pride, and unseduc’d by fear, © 
Who stood, unaw’d, before the:Gallic throne, © 
Propt by true worth, and grandeur all his ‘own: 
O..may -his lessons spread:o’er wond’ring lands, 
From ‘frozen wilds, to Tagus’ golden fp! . 

_ Till e’en Byzantium:shall his genius'bless; 9%) 
And bow at.once:tofreedom and the press!) 9 


| a 


What various blessings from one manmay flow, 
Whom heav’n with sense.and virtue taught:to glow! 
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Asia! thy sons his precepts soon shall hear; 

Thy tyrants in their turnshalldearn to fear ; 

Whilst chains (so int’rest, join’d with zeal, demands) 
Insensibly shall drop from’ Slav’ry’s hands. 

Nor be our praises to those arts confin’d . 
Which seem above its sphere to raise the mind. 
Franklin was born life’s varions-scenes to grace, 

A. bright example to man’s. erring race. 

His splendid worth a willing land confest, 

Whilst every gentler virtue warm’d his breast, » 

Ye, whom vile sophistry oft leads astray, — 

At Fancy’s shrine unworthy vows to pay ; 

Who, winle bold knaves admire, and fools wna, 
First rail at nature, and then sneer at God 
By Franklin taught, the husband’s worth apprste, 
And the soft‘duties of parental ‘love. 

How great the merit, aud the bliss how sweet, 
When in fond union love and science meet ! 

Thou, Pénnsylvauia ! o’er his ashes. bend; 

Revere the mem’ry of thy steady friend. 

Thee he adopted with parental love ; 

‘Daily thy blessings to enhance he strove— | 

True to religion, which detests control, 

And guides to heav’n, through Freedom’s paths, the soul, 

He found religious liberty with thee, , 

And priz’d thy sons—for they are mild and free.” 
Then, Pennsylvania! ev'ry tribute pay ; 

Erect the sculptur’d marble o’er his clay ; 

Thus youth at equal praise shall boldly aim, 

And catch at Franklin’s tomb worth’s hallow’d flame. 
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TO THE MEMORY OF : 6 
BENJAMIN sr huis 


(ey MR. LAMONT.) 7 om ‘sy 


i Pilea ee sore aie fh, 
baslge ett 
‘TuE nation grieves, RO ana mourn; 
Their mingling sighs enshrine their fav’rite’s um 5° 
Columbia’s sons their general loss deplore, oot aN 
The friend of virtue—FRANKLIN is no more ! iy 
Cold lies that heart, which beat for all mankind ; 
N ow lost to all that comprehensive mind: . 
No more shall age admire, no more the. young omy 
Receive the golden lessons from his tongue :, ; - of: 
No more. Poor. Richard’ annual tale. afford. aot tt | 
Instructive converse round the rustic board 3. yp 


ed 


No more correct the proud, mform the gay,. oft 
No more the world’s calm censor now display. 
F’en he who soar °d to heaven, and dar’d, to. perl 

The thunder’s, flash, and. half. its rage restrain ; ay 
Who saw the midnight sky i in gorgeous glow, ©. 
And taught mankind the hidden cause to know.; : ee 
E’en he whom science. ‘bade new worlds explores. ns 
With philosophic eye unknown before, 5 alle 
Must yield, alas! to, Death s relentless call, siatt pe 
And leave, for happier worlds, this earthly. ball. 

_ How poor the plaudit of the sor rowing: Muse, . . 
Yet, sacred shade! fhe generous wish excuse; 
Far other praise is thine than poets: give, 


Above time’s vast round thy works shall bid thee live.. 


Py 
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If genius such as Heaven bestows on few 3. 
If powers that bring important truths to view.; 
If active virtue anxious how to raise 
Unnotic’d merit to the ranks of praise, 

Fer held esteem from man—e’er claim’d a tear, 
O pay that tribute at their FRaNKLIN’s bier! 
His lib’ral soul—his worth—his actions scan— 
Go, Reader, go and imitate the man. 


IN VIRGAM FRANKLINIANAM, 


ODE ALCAICA. 
AUCTORE ANTONIO MUSSI, 
PHILOSOPHIE PROFESSORE, MEDIOLANT, 
ee 


Diris per urbes religionibus 
Camposque laté strata metu gravi, 
Humana gens horrebat olim 

Tartareum tonitru tyrannum : 
Nimbos vocantem: ccelo equitans nigro, 
Dim Saga, passo crine, sonantium 

Iras procellarum lacessans, 

Vipereo fureret flagello. 
Formidolosa insomnia! «* Num Pater 
Nature iniquis imperium arbitris 

Permittat?” Has dudim tenebras - 

Dispulit exoriens Sophia. - 
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At non timores pectore funditis 
Excussit atros. Vix tonuit polus, 
Jam vertici impendere vulgus 
/Etheream trepidat ruinam. 
«Ergo usque gentes sternere gestiat — 
Telum coruseans triste’ Diespiter, 
Sedesque funestet piorum, 3 
Ipse suas jaculatus arces? 
Qui cuncta leni numine temperat, 
Solemque flammis, et Boream gelu, 
Terramque complexu rotundam, 
Gurgitibus mare belluosis, 
Nostros in usus Omnituens parat, 
Num semper in nos immedicabilem 
- Molitur ictum, dim tofiante | 
- Fulgur agens quatit astra eurru }? 
Non ille frustra carum hominis caput — 
Diva efficacis mumit ingen on 
Virtute, qua terras patentes, 
Aéraque, oceanumque regnet. 
Se Sophis sagaces ille animos dedit 
Tentare nature abdita; non vices | 
Subvertere-aternasqueleges 
Sacrilega violare dextra. ©. 
Hac mente, Franklin, nubibus imperas, 
Vulgare temnens exanimum. pecus: 
Virgaque sublimi coerces. 
Fulmmeum inviolatus ignem ; 
Justa ille labens innocuus via — 
Sensim silenti flumime.avens peti 
~ Telluris amplexum i parentis, 
Et sociv freta ceca flamme 3! 


4 237 


Quz sub profundis monstra frementia | 
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_Exercet antris, dum polum anhelitu 
.  Terrasque quassant, montiumque 
[gnivomo reboant hiatu. 
At tu, corusco in turbine, splendidum 
Securus effers philosophus caput, 
Remota dum turris fragoso 
Fulgure collabefacta fumat. 
Regina signis te Philadelphia 
Subscribit immortalibus: “ Hic Sophus, 
Hic ille Franklin, qui tyramnis 
Sceptia, Jovi raptiitque fulmen.” 
Nunc ipsa virgam provida sospitari 
Europa centum sustulit urbibus : 
Europa nunc artes doceri 
Barbaric& ' stupet America. 
Urbs alma princeps Insubrum ! adhuc tremis 
Sub sole larvas ? Suspice Palladis” 
Fastigium : ferrata circum 
- Tecta volans fugat ecce curas 
Fulgore puro libera veritas, 
At insolenti ne sapientia 
Mortalis zternum lahores 
Fallere-consilium, caveto: 
Franklinianis mille licét domus. 
Horrescat hastis, certuis ahenea | 
Per septa, per fidos recessus, 
Sontem animam petet ignis ultor. 


* The reader will easily perceive that this word is used to form a 
beautiful contrast between what America is now, and what she was 
hardly a century ago, . 

* Regii gymnasii. Braydensis hae in urbe Mediolano, quod anno 
2784 munitum est sex virgis Franklinianis, jubente principe. 
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Virtus, quietis pectoribus sacrum 
Tutamen, arces possidet Alpibus 
Stantes serenis proeliantem wane 
Sub pede despiciens procellam. 


Oy, 
- 


7 


French Translation by D’ Alembert, of Mons. Turgot’s 
Latin Line for Dr. Franklin’s Bust. 
( ERIPUIT CLO FULMEN, SC EPTRUMQUE TYRANNIS.” 
“Tu vois le sage courageux, 
Dont l’heureux et male génie 
Arracha Je tonnerre aux Dieux, 
Et le sceptre a la tyrannie.” . 


4 yD 3 bi! tok ® 
English Translation by James Elphinsion. 
‘© He snatch’d the bolt from Heaven’s avenging’ hand, 
Disarmed, and drove the tyrant from the land.” 


| 


Other Lines by D’ Alembert for the Portrait o 
_ Franklin. + vilnagi 


© Sa vertu, son courage, et sa srupliclté, 
De Sparte ont retracé le caractére antique ; 
Et cher a la raison, cher 4 Phumanité, | 
il éclaira P Europe, et sauva ? Amérique.” | 
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IN GRATULATIONE 


apt ee ET AMPLISSIMI VIRI 


B. FRANKLINI, ARMIG: PENNSYLVAN’ 
DE HONORIBUS SUIS, _ 
: 8 INVENTIONES EJUS EXIMIAS 
ah ET INSIGNES - 
, IN 
ELECTRICISMO: 
ORATIO, 
. | QUAM AD ILLUM 
.yedN AULA ACAD. YAL. NOV. ANGL. 
ose 7 ~ HABUIT 
EZRA STILES, 
Nonis FEBRUARII 
MDCCLY. 


Ji tustRruM, auditores, et virorum et rerum gestarum mo- 
numeita referre, omnium gentium fuit, temporum et locorum. 
Qui enim rem quampiam preclaram peregerunt, honorem 
publicum ab hommmibus jure meriti sunt. ‘Tot ideo orationes 
laudatorias sepe exaudivirius, ad hominum com memorationes, 
fama egregiaque laude clarorum, efferendas. Convenimus 
hodierno die, ccetus hic academicus, ad debitos solvendos 
héhores, sacratos viro, quem nos semper amaturos fore et 
honoraturos arbitror. Quanquam enim per orbem terre 
laudes BeENJAMINIS FRANKLINI, Armigeri, Pennsylvanici 
célebrantur, noshe sileamus, auditores? nosne obmutescemus ? 
VOL. IT, T 


v 
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nosne gratitudinem nostram recusabimus? Cim_ illius fama. 
celebratur ad Indos,. consensuque bonorum omnium ad astra 
nominis gloria sublata sit, nonne generalem j _jungemus Hosan- 


nam ?—immo ex ore Iabiisque nostris laudes lonmane 
defluent. | > t | LAPS eh 
Te itaque, vir amplissime, in hac tot sai pint 
dorum corona, in hoc tot hominum eruditorum _conventu, 
concelebramus. ‘Tibi gratulemur petimus, de ingenti gloria 
tua nupere accessu ;—deque honoribus, quos merito jure 
undequaque sumis, queiscum coronari gestis. ‘Tuz laudes 
orbem jam inde pervolaverunt : : triumphans, percurris mun- 
dum, et inter Literatos telluris, et omnium gentium Opti- 
mates fama singulari tua versaris. : - . 
Quippe hic vir, auditores, mirandas quasdam pains loon. 
et arcanas adhuc, nuper enucléeavit. _Stupendam vim opera- 
tionesque tremendas Electricitatis, proprio suo Marte detexit.. 
anc nature vim Greci olim, "Hdeyrooy. appellarunt. Quz 
latius clariusque patuit ab experimentis Hauksbeianis. De 
eadem verd maximé? igaorarunt Philosophi hodierni, donec 
decem forte inde annis peractis, ciimi ad ejusdem leges inyes- 
tigandas experimentis Electricismi se fortiter applicuere. Et 
quanquam plurima Europei et quidem: mirabilia_ ejusdem 
phenomena ab experimentis Invenerunt ; tamen, de. _generali~ 
bus illius legibus fermé nihil didicissent, priusquam, noster 
immortalis F RANKLINUS, philos¢ phus revera, _Americanus, 
viam semitamque ratiocinil Electrici patefecit, dedi it, edocuit ult, . 
Ope verd phialis de Muschenbroeck, ille demonstrayit—flui-, 
dum quoddam ether eale, ab igne valgari, ab, aére, ab. aqua” 
differens, immo luce solari valde aliud sera, tamen ipsum, | 
aquam, omniaque corpora, non-Electrica, et forsan, Fon, Mee: 
suranda Universi spatia, -permeare : et fluxu: perenni es 


er secundim leges quasdam stabilitas, pede beShe 
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gari ‘Globo terraqueo nostro, sideribus planetariis fixisve, 
quotisctinguée demim ‘miassis’ non-Electricis undecunque per 
imimensitatem Universi conspersis, quemadmodum fot fonti- 
bus plen& copia residere ;—idemque hoc fluidim, vel frictione 
per se i lectricorum, vel quomdtlocunque accumulatum, 
maxima violentid perrumpi}; et displosum ad massam com- 
mune, equilibrium petens, revelli :—preterea abundantius. 
per equota dissipari, fluctibus nocturnis scintillare, et exha- 
litionibas inter nubes, prasertim equoreas, advehii ;—idem- 
que vehementer a 4 cuspidibus attrahi, metallis, fluidisque om- 
nigenis transmitti ; ideoque copia abundanti, 4 terra et ab 
equore, € navium malis, é turribus templorum radiatis, coni- 
cisque ubicunque arborum culminibus cuspidatis, ad ccelum: 
et nubes onerandas provehi —quas inde nubes, nimborum 
ail ‘et gravitate electrica, ad se per athera adnavigantes, mon- 
tes’ furresve aborésve demim retrd petentes, incredibili ex- 
plosione deonerari; aut vacuas transvolantes, raptim adim-" 
pleri—cim ‘ceeli statin horrent, scintillant atque clangunt. 

Phenomena hec tremenda ‘Philosophus hic noster non 
tantdm explicuit, sed eorum vires ne noceant, depellere 
docuit ; et monstravit uti lethum hoc fatale, a “cuspidibus 
ferreis, innoxium @ nubibus dehauriatur. Unde templa, 
domicilia, haves, et vita animatium, a tonitru u fulguribusque 
servéntur. 
 Preaterea “Aurore eis suena ab iisdem prin- 
Lipiis electricis, explicavit. V7 entorumque Tropicorum causas 
monstravit, ét tempestatum et fulminum theoriam dedit perin- 
getuam. ‘Qualis igitur quantusque sit Philosophus hic 
noster, cui’ vel venti cedant ?—-qui eorum cursus rapidosque 
volatus arctissimis legibus “coerceri edocuit ?—qui coelum 
scandit; ‘in altum se effert, et nubes nubiumque armamenta, 
ét diros eorum clangores depellit ? ; : 
*Plandite, géns iominum ; et hymnos gratitudinis psallite 
almo Numini Supremo, pro novo hoc; de ccelis misso, con- 


| 
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servatore |. Universe vos Adamitarum cohortes, Mecenatem, 
vestrum aspicitote!—Virum, qui viam salutis” tranguillee 
patefecit, aspicite et admiramini! Qui laudes tuas enarrem, 

6 FRANKLINE !_quomodo alloquemur—quibus verbis affa- 
bimur? 6 decus humani ggcneris ingens atque dulce !_Di- 
camne de aureo illo tae emblemate, quod nuper accepisti, 
a Regia Societate Londinensi collato ;—Orationeve de te. 
laudatoria inter palmam illam nobilem conferendam, ab. | 
honorato et prenobili viro, Domino de Macclesfield, erudito, 
: gjusdem Societatis Preside, perorata? Quidve dicam de i In-, 
signi il4 gratulatione regali, vel & Galliz Principe nuper, 
transvecta? Ecce per orbem universum, laudes. _undecunque. 
agelomerantur tue! Nos etiam, cum sorore, ‘nostra Canta~ 
brid, gratias quoque addimus ; majores quamvis jure merearis, 
quantas tamen de nobis, de patria tua accipere queas... Vides, 
ideo, vir nobilissime, quam, de inventione tua, et de auctore; 
ejus: illustri gloriemur. ‘ Lp lated Saeeehe 

Litera. autem, auditores, et literarum Mscemte, nuper, 
extitere. Ided ape cum, hoc: optus riele-tateie 
quippe inter Literatos Nostrates princeps facilé. adstat. Cim, 
verd litere ab Europa advectz fuerunt, et Atlanticum trans- 
volavere: primd, infantuli din fuimus.:—nunc, autem | viri, 
adstare coepimus, imo magni, in te gloriantes, 6 philosophiz. 
princeps! Nec dubitamus quin citd. Newtonos, Halleios, 
Berkeleics, Lockeiosque. habituri simus, , Si. modo quis, 
Americam perspiciat, presertim, Anglicanam (de ceteris gen> 
tibus transvectis nescire fateor,) bonarum artium studia, “sci- 
entias, et disciplinas liberales, non mediocri, fructu, inter nos. 
- excoli et efflorere viderit.. Jam modd Vinthropiis, Kenners-. 
leisque, ceterisque Mzcenatibus et literarum, -cultoribus per-. 
ingenuis gloriari coepimus. | Nosque. reconditis. in artibus et, 
earum mysteriis profundis,: Europaos statim pupae emi “au- 
dacter vaticinor. 
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-. © Jam redit et Virgo, redeunt Saturnia regna.” Ving. 
6 ——————-—-— _ Nubem Electricitate pellente, 

Claustra patent cceli, rerumque immobilis ordo.” - Hater, &c. 
En quam laté jubaribus suis splendescens, inter provincias 
hasce, barbarorum olim solitudines, scientia percurrit ! Cele- 
brem immo Academiam et antiquam Preses eruditus Holy- 
oke praeest et regit:—Nos etiam literas ingenuasque artes 
amamus et laureatos earum honores ambimus sub eruditis 
institutis Rev. D. Thome Clap, Academie hujusce Prasidis 
honorati. Expectamus cim Academia Neo-Eboracensis 
illustris fiet, Preside doctissimo Johnson :—ut) modd floret 
Neo-Cesariensis, Preside ingenuo et literato Burr. Phila- 
delphiz suavi voluptate nuper conspeximus celebrem floren- 
temque Academiam, cujus curatorum Preses est, quem hoc. 
publico more honoramus, jure honorandus FRaANKLINUS. 
‘Sin ulterits tenderemus iter Virginios, in civitate de Wil- 
liamsburg, Collegium Gulielmi Marie videamus, Preside 
adornatum D. Gulielmo Smith. Inter Insulas Caribbeanas, 
apud Barbadoes est Collegium de Coddrington. Ut ceteras 
pratermittam in America Academias, inter provincias Galli- 
cas et Hispanienses adlocatas, illas nempe ad Quebec et 
Quito positas. Sed de hisce satis. —Videtis’ ideo, auditores, 
de literarum glori4 Americana, ego quam non male vaticiner. 
_ Per varias mundi regiones, et varia secula, viri quantumvis 
pauci, insignes tamen nonnulli extitere, ceu cceliths demissi, 
ad humanitatem artesque excolendas. Et si majores nostri 
pixidis nautice inventorem, artisque typographia, si mathesis 
et philosophia experimentalis cultores, et qui planetarum et _ 
astrorum leges investig4runt, summis prosequendos honoribus 
judicayerunt ; nonne hunc virum patrie suz laudibus coro- 
nemus ? O fortunate vir, qui genus humanus beando, famam 
tuam dissiparis ad Indos. Inter Germanos, inter Gallos, 
inter Britannos,.ad Italiam, immo per universam rempublicamr 
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literarum, palmam nobilem sustulisti.. .Namque Virga cuspi- 
data tua immortalem tibi gloriam acquisivit. ...Quoties-enim 
vel ubicunque terrarum, cceli fulgure scintillant, .et tonitrua 
terribilia evomunt ; toties cuncta gens hominum FRANKELIN@ 
benedicent, qui ccelitis edocuit, uti fatale lethum. inter, nubes 
incassum_ volitaret, donec. ad metallicis. cuspidibus, imoxium 
delabatur :—-nisl_nubes negative se. habent (ut, aiunt/hujus 
artis amatores) ; unde virgis hisce ferreis,. electricitatis zstus, 
aut é nubibus in terra, vel ¢ terrd.m,nubibus. fluant liberé 
atque refluant. O mirabunda. inventio ! ad. acerrimi ingenii 
acumen vel a Deo detecta! ad tremendos: impetus. tonitra 
depellendos; unde domicilia. nostra, tecta, et. delubra,..et 
templorum turres radiate,, vite denique)omnium, nos, con- 
juges, liberique nostri, ¢ nubium clangoribus perhorrendis, 
tremendoque ccelorum armamento salvi eripimur, et servamur, 
Nec tremimus dum ceéli cdiiisuantes horrent ; sed’ grandi, et~ 
augusta quadam voluptate, scintillationes eorum spectamus, 
et armorum ceelestium. sonitus a polo resonantes reboantes- 
que exaudimus ; donec modd serenum fit zther, : iterum tem- 
pestate peracta tranquillant omnia, et omnia rident. 
_O machina simplicissima! cujus ope, non nampa im- 
belles pavideque tantiim, sed viri immo fortes (ut nihil dicam 
de leonibus fortissimisque animalibus,. que tonitruum clans 
goribus manifesté conturbantur et horrent) a. periculosissimis 
tempestatibus conservarentur.: nosque é mediis Nature .con- 
vulsionibus DEUM O. etarialdbaniiaegtctooe Oo 
benedicimus et avemus.. i es 
__ Neque philosophus tantim est noster Macarii auditaneds 3 
hn patrie, suz, fidelis amator. Quanta sagacitate discemit,: i 
et quanta fide .ejus Smolamente consulit ?-—Ad millennium 
beatum, memoria tua, 6 vir, nobilissime ,(quivis: enim, vir 
dignus, est nobilis), caste. adyenerit ; et inter; posteros jam 
inde in perpetuum memoretur.. nomen fuum,, donec¢, tempus 
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fievi cessabit. Quantam, ‘eéce quantam, et quam latam, et 
quam diuturnam,  gloriam ''verd gternam acquisivisti! Non 
enim brevibus hisce vite° humane spatiis, vel mundi ipsius 
seclis periodisvé ‘terminabitur: sed dehinc longissumé spec- 
tat, immo ad ceteras mundi moralis regiones, per ingentes et 
innumeros et altiores intelligentium ordines, denique per 
‘secula sterna revirebit. Ad alios mindos, noster nuper 
Newtonus forsan, sea Gabriel, meritas Franxuint laudes 
resonabit.: Nome audire videor quempiam ex ordinibus 
herotim coelestium easdem enarrantem, et eloquio ccelesti 
exornantem ?—Et ab angelis cani et celebrari—nonne gestit 
cor tuum, nonne exultat animus tuus, 6 alme hominum amice? 
—Nonne video vultu tuo hance gloria future prelibatio- 
nem ?—Immo triumphos immortales anticipantem video. 
Nec dubito inter ccelestes choros quin celebretur vel par- 
vula gloria inferiorve virtus intelligentium, é regionibus mundi 
moralis remotissimis (ex ubicunque per DEI Dominium) 
advecta. Per immensum Universi theatrum, quicquid hic et 
inde preclaré actum, laudatione meritA denarrari credimus. 
Nec sumus progenies tam ignobilis aut inanis, quemadmodum 
desuper de nobis nihil curetur, aut ab almo nature Parente 
derelinguamur. Jure ergd credamus DEUM, et nos, et 
nostri minutissimos, et singulorum gloriam vel parvulam ad- 
notaturum: nec clarorum merita virorum patefacta, ab incor 
— notitia Superfim ac laudatione evanitura, arbitror, 
~ Volat autem, “quam celeré volat vite hujusce curriculum ! 
—Quam inanes ergd terrene gloriarum gdvyés ! Regiones ad 
alias, et altiores, et jucuiidiores scenas, cits migratum iveris + 
——ubi cim perveneris, quantillos et quam parvulos hominum 
eunctarum gentium honores’ videbis !—Inter ‘acclamationes 
tetius’ mundi moralis, “et triumphos generales, quam exigui 
fient! Avreum illud honoris emblema, quo nuper decorabaris, 
msarimque laurus, et gratulationes ommium gentium, en, 
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quam evanescent !—Puerorum nugez videbuntur zmulatoria, 
et ineptie futiles, Gaudia autem stabiliora é largiori fama 
et magis diuturna provenient, Jure,aveas quantumvis am- 
plissimam humani generis beneyolentiam ; tamen_ -beandis 
hominibus, largioris gloriz amplitudine, mcendiis et duleedine, ) 
et honoribus nunquam finiendis animeris. =. 9) 
Gratulationes ideo, vir optime, nostras de tuis vended 
honoribus, in. bonam partem de. nobis accipias petimus. 
Grates quoque addimus hasce publicas ob peramplam tuam 
erga Academiam nostram generositatem, preclara donatione 
Apparatus Etectrict tui. Salve iterum atque iterum, 6 phi- 
losophorum princeps ; plurima tibi premia, plurimos honores, 
plurimamque gloriam exoptamus.. Dixi,.. : 


SOME ANECDOTES RELATIVE * TO 
DR. FRANKLIN. 


’ 


Dr. FRanxKLiN, when a . child, found the long graces 
used by his father before and after meals very tedious. One 
day after the winter’s provisions had been salted, man if think, 
Father,” said Benjamin, “if you were to say grace over the 
whole cask—once for all—it would be a vast saving of time.” we 


i his travels through New. Biadiad Franklin bad chee : 
that when he went into an inn, every individual of the family, — 
had a question or two to propose to him, relative to his, hiss — 
tory ; and that, till each was satisfied, and they had conferred. 
aud compared togethet their information, there was no possi-, 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. (997 


bility of procuring any refreshment.—Therefore the moment 
he went into any of these places, he inquired for the master, 
the mistress, the sons, the daughters, the men-servants, and 
the maid-servants ; and having assembled them all together, 
he began in this manner: “ Good people, I am Benjamin 
Franklin of Philadelphia; by trade a printer; and a bache- 
lor; I have some relations at Boston, to whom I am going 
to make a visit: my stay will be:short, and I shall then re- 
turn and follow my business, as a prudent man ought to do. - 
This is all I know of myself, and all I can possibly inform 
you of; I beg, therefore, that you will have pity upon me 
and my horse, and give us both some refreshment.” 


When Franklin came to England previous to the breaking 
out of the American war, he went to Mr. Hett’s Printing 
Office in Wild Court, Wild Street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, and 
entering the press-room, he went up to a particular press,' 
and thus addressed the two men who were working : “ Come, 
my friends, we will drink together; it is now forty years 
since I worked like you at this press as journeyman printer :” 
on this he sent for a gallon of porter, and they drank “ suc- 
cess to printing.” 


In one of the assemblies in America, wherein there was a 
majority of Presbyterians, a law was proposed to forbid the. 
praying for the King by the Episcopalians ; who, however, 
could not conveniently omit that prayer, it being prescribed 
im their Liturgy. Dr. Franklin, one of the members, seeing 
that such a law would occasion more disturbance than it was. 


* This press is now in the possession of Messrs. Cox.and Baylis, 
Great Queen Street. 
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he, ode ‘lft have, i my certain eer” ‘been pray- 
ing constantly these twenty years past, that ‘God would give 
éo'the King and his counsel wisdom,’ and we all know that 
not! the least notice has ever been taken of that prayer ; so 
that it is plain they have no interest in the court of Heaven.” 

“The house smiled, and the motion was dropt. a is 


In Philadelphia, where there are no noblesse, but the in- 
habitants are all either merchants or mechanics, the merchants, 
many years since, set up an assembly for dancing, and de- 
siring to make a distinction, and to assume a rank above the 
mechanics, they at first proposed .this among the rules for 
regulating the assembly, “that 20 mechanic or mechanic’s 
wife or daughter should be admitted on any terms.” These 
rules being shown by a.manager to Dr. Franklin for his 
opinion, he-remarked, that one of them excluded Gop AL- 
micuty. “ How so?” said the manager. “ Because,” replied 
the Doctor, “ he ts notoriously the greatest mechanic in the 
universe ; having, as the eit testifies, made all things, and: 
that by weight and measure.” ~ The intended New gentlemen 
became ashamed of their slides and struck it out, 


i Sa Boat the year 1752, Dr. Fr anklin having entered into a 
correspondence with Samuel Johnson, doctor of divinity in 
the University of Oxford, and afterwards president of King’s 
College, in New York, and having endeavored to induce the 
latter to accept the presidency of the College at Philadel- 
phia, and as an additional motive to his doing so, having | 
offered to procure the erection of a new Episcopal church | 
for him in that city; and Doctor Johnson having ex- 
pressed some doubts respecting the propriety of such a 
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measure, Dr. Franklin wrote a letter for the purpose of -re- 
moving his scruples, of which the following extract has been 
preserved, viz. ‘* Your tenderness of the. church’s: peace. is 
truly laudable ; but, methinks, to build a new church inva 
growing place, is not properly dividing, but multiplying, 
and will really be 2 means of increasing the number of those 

who worship God in that way. Many who cannot now: be 
accommodated in the church, go to other places, or stay at 
home ; and if we had another church, many who go to other 
ich or stay at home, would go to church.” [ had for 
several years nailed against the wall of my house a pigeon- 
box that would hold six pair; and though they bred as fast 
as my neighbor's pigeons, I never had more than six pair, the 
old and strong driving out the young and weak, and obliging 
them to seek new habitations. At length I put up an ad- 
ditional box, with apartments for entertaining twelve pair 
more, and it was soon filled with inhabitants, by the overflow- 
ing of my first box, and of others in the neighborhood. This I 
take to be a parallel case with the building a new church here.” 


e 


Dr. Franklin was so immoderately fond of chess, that one 
evening at Passy, he sat at that amusement from six in the 
afternoon till sun-rise. On the point of losing one of his 
games, his king being attacked, by what is called a check, but 
an opportunity offering at the same time of giving a fatal blow 
to his adversary, provided he might neglect the defence of 
his king, he chose to do so, though contrary to the rules, and 
made hjs move. Sir,” said the French gentleman, his 
antagonist, “‘ you cannot do that, and leave your king in 
check.” ‘I see he is in check,” said the Doctor, “ but I 
shall not defend him. If he was a good king like yours, he 
would deserve the protection of his subjects ; but he is a 
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tyrant, and’ has cost them already more than he i is. worth : 
—Take him, if you please; I can do without him, and will 


fight out the rest of the ree en Républicain—as a $eineg 
monwealth’s man.” 


END OF SUPPLEMENT TO MEMOIRS. 
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MEMOIRS. 
No, I. 
Journal of Occurrences in a Voyage to Philadelphia, So. 7 


[Referred to in Memoirs, Part I. p. 77.] 


JOURNAL of occurrences in my voyage to Philadelphia on 
board. the Berkshire, Henry Clark, master, from London. 
Friday, July 22d, 1726. 
Mestorduy 4 in the afternoon we left London, and came to an 
anchor off Gravesend about eleven at night. . I lay ashore all 
night, and this morning took a walk up to the Windmill Hill,., 
whence I had an agreeable prospect of the country for about 
twenty miles.round, and two or three reaches of the.river with 
ships'and boats sailing both up and down, and.Tilbury Fort 
on the other side, which commands the river and. passage to , 
London.. This Gravesend is a cursed biting place ; the chief 
dependence of the people being the advantage they make of) 
imposing upon strangers. If you buy any thing of them, 
‘and give half what they ask, you pay twice as much as,the- 
thing is worth. Thank God, we shall leave it'to-morrow. 
Saturday, July 23.5.) | 
This day we weighed anchor and fell down with, the tide, . 
there being little or no wind. In. the afternoon we'had a 
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a fresh gale, that brought us down to Margate, where we 
shall lie at anchor this night. Most of the passengers are very 
sick. Saw several porpoises, &c. 

Sunday, July 24. 

This morning we weighed anchor, and, coming to the 
Downs, we set our pilot ashore at Deal and passed through. 
And now, whilst I write this, sitting upon the quarter-deck, 
I have methinks one of the pleasantest scenes in the world 
before me. “T's a fine clear day, and we are going away 
before the wind with an easy pleasant gale. We have near 
_ fifteen sail of ships in sight, and I may say in company. On 
the left hand appears the coast of France ata distance, and 
on the right is the town and castle of Dover, with the green 
hills and chalky cliffs of England, to which we must now bid 
Rennes BBP farewel ! 

HO. Lig Monday, July 25. 

All. the morning calm. Afternoon sprung up a gale at east: 
blew sci all night. Saw the Isle of Wight at a distance. 

Tuesday; July 26. 
ound winds all day, blowing pretty hard.» Saw wie Isle 
of ei aii in the evening. pn 
Wi Hdatsding Jali a7 

This thoreiiaks the wind blowing very hard ‘at*west, we — 
stood in for the land, in‘order to make some harbor. About * 
noon we took onboard a pilot out of a fishing shallop, who” 
brought the ship into Spithead off Portsmouth. ‘The captain, — 
Mz, ‘Denham and myself went on shore, and during the little: 

_ time we staid 1 made ‘some observations ’on the place: — 
- Portsmouth has a fine harbor.. The entrance is so narrow 
that: you: may throw a-stone from fort to fort; -yet it is near - 
ten fathom deep and bold close to: but within there is: room 
enough for five hundred, or, for aught I know, a thousand sail 
of ships, The town is strongly fortified, being encompassed ” ! 
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with a high wall and a deep and broad ditch, and two gates 
that are entered over drawbridges ; besides several forts, bat- 
teries of large cannon, aud other outworks, the names of whieh 
I know not, nor had I time to take so strict a view as to be 
able to describe them. In war time the town has a garrison 
of 10,000 men; but at present it is only mamed by about 
100 imvalids. Notwithstanding the English have so many 
fleets of men of war at sea at this time,’ I counted in this har- 
bor above thirty sail of second, third, and fourth rates that lay 
by unrigged, but easily fitted out upon occasion, all their masts 
and rigging lying marked and numbered in storehouses at 
hand. ‘The king’s yards and docks employ abundance of men, 
who even in peace time are constantly building and refitting 
men of war for the king’s service. Gosport lies opposite to 
Portsmouth, and is near as big, if not bigger; but except the 
fort at the mouth of the harbor, and a small outwork before the 
main street of the town, it is only defended by a mud wall 
which surrounds it, and a trench or dry ditch of about ten 
feet depth and breadth. Portsmouth 1s a place of very little 
trade in peace time; it depending chiefly on fitting out men 
ef war. Spithead is the place where the fleet commonly an- 
chor, and is a very good riding place. ‘The people of Ports- 
mouth tell strange stories of the severity of one Gibson, who 
was governor of this place in the Queen’s time, to his soldiers, 
and show you a miserable dungeon by the town gate, which 
they call Johnny Gibson’s Hole, where, for trifling misdemea- 
nors, he used to confine his soldiers till they were almost 
starved to death. It is a common maxim, that without severe 
discipline it is impossible to govern the licentious rabble of 
-soldiery. { own, indeed, that if a commander finds he has 
not those qualities in him that will make him beloved by his 


—* One gone to the Baltic, one to the Mediterranean ; and one to the 
West Indies. 
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people, le ought by all means'to make use of such’ métliods 
as will make them fear him, since one or the other (or both) 
is absolutely necessary ; ; but Alexander and Cesar, those re- 
nowned generals, received more faithful service, and performed 
greater actions, by means of the love their soldiers bord them, 
than they could possibly have done if, instead of being beloved 
and respected, they had been hated and feared by those ry 
Sina aah i 

Thursday, July 28. 

This morning we came on board, having lain on shore all 
night. We weighed anchor, and with a moderate gale stood 
in for Cowes in the Isle of Wight, and came to an auchor 
before the town about eleven o’clock. Six of the passengers 
went on shore and diverted themselves till about 12 at night ; 
and then got a boat, and came on board again, mt ta to 
sail early in the morning. 

“Briday, July 29. 

But the wind continuing adverse still, we went ashore again 
this morning, and took a walk to Newport, which is about 
four miles distant from Cowes, and is the metropolis of the 
island. . Thence we walked to Carisbrooke, about a mile far- 
ther, out of curiosity to see that castle, which King Charles. the 
First was confined in; and so returned to Cowes in the after- 
noon, and went on bras im expectation of sailing. 4 
_ Cowes is but a small town, and lies close to the seaside, 
pretty near opposite to Southampton on the main shore of 
England. It is divided into two parts by a small river that 
runs up within,a quarter of a mile of, N ewport, and i is distin. 
“guished by East and West Cowes. There is a fort built i in 
an oval form, on which there are eight or ten guns mounted for 
the defence of the road. ‘Phey have & post-office, “a eustom- 
house, and a chapel of ease; and a good harbor for ships to 


ride in, in easterly ‘és peat winds, - a 
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All this afternoon I spent agreeably enough at the draft- 
board. It is a game I much delight in; but it requires a 
clear head, and undisturbed ;, and the persons playing, if they 
would’ play well, ought not much to regard the consequence 
of the game, for that diverts and withdraws the attention of 
the mind from the game itself, and makes the player liable to 
make many false open moves; and I will venture to lay it 
down for an infallible rule, that if two persons equal in judg- 
ment play for a considerable sum, he that loves money most 
shall lose; his anxiety for the success of the game confounds 
him. Courage is almost as requisite for the good conduct of 
this game as in a real battle ; for if the player imagines him- 
self opposed by one that is much his superior in skill, his mind 
is so intent on the defensive part that an advantage passes 
unobserved. 

Newport makes a pretty prospect enough from the hills 
that surround it ; (for it lies down ina bottom.) ‘The houses 
are beautifully intermixed with trees, anda tall old-fashioned 
steeple rises in the midst of the town, which is very orna- 
‘mental to it. The name of the church I could not learn; 
but there is a very neat market-house, paved with square stone, 
and consisting of eleven arches. There are several pretty 
handsome streets, and many well-built houses and shops well 
stored with goods. But I thik Newport is chiefly remark- 
able for oysters, which they send to London and other places, 
where they are very much esteemed, being thought the best 
im England. The oyster-merchants fetch them, as I am 
informed, from other places, and lay them upon certain beds 
in the river (the water of which is it seems excellently adapted 
for that purpose) a-fattening ; and when they have laid a suit- 
able time they are taken up again, and made fit for sale. 
~ Whiu we’ came to Carisbrooke, which, as I said before, is 
a little village about a mile beyond Newport, we took a view 
of an ancient church that had formerly been a priory in 
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Romish times, and is the first church, or the mother-church 
of the island. It is an elegant building, after.the old Gothic 


manner, with a very high tower, and looks very venerable in 


its ruins. There are several ancient monuments about it; 
but the stone of which they are composed is of such a soft — 


crumbling nature, that the inscriptions are none of them legi- 


ble. Of the same stone are almost all the tomb-stones, &c. 


that I observed in the island.» From this church, (having 
crossed over the brook that gives name to the village, and got 
a little boy for a guide) we went up a very steep hill, through 
several narrow lanes and avenues, till we came to the castle 
gate. We entered over the ditch (which is now almost filled 
up, partly by the ruins of the nouldering walls that have tum- 
_ bled into it, and partly by the washing down of the earth from 
the hill by the rains) upon a couple of brick arches, where E 
suppose formerly there was a drawbridge. An old woman 
who lives in the castle, seeing us strangers walk about, sent 
and offered to show us the rooms if we pleased, which we 
accepted. ‘This castle, as she informed us, has for many 
years been the seat of the governors of the island : and the 
rooms and hall, which are very large and handsome, with high 
arched roofs, have all along been kept handsomely furnished, 
every succeeding governor buying the furniture of his prede- 
cessor ; but Cadogan, the last governor, who. succeeded Gene- 
ral Webb, refusing to purchase it, Webb stripped it clear of 
all, even the hangings, and left nothing but bare walls. The 
floors are several of them of plaister of Paris, the art of making 
which, the woman told us, was now lost. The castle stands 
upon a very high and steep hill, and there are the remains of 
a deep ditch round it; the walls are thick, and seemingly well 
contrived : and Atay it has been a very strong hold in its 
time, at least before the invention of great guns. ‘T’ here are 
several breaches in the ruinous walls, which are never: repaired, 
d suppose they are purposely neglected). and. the ruins are 


ea 
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almost ‘everywhere overspread with ivy. It is divided into 
‘the lower and the upper castle, the lower enclosing the upper, 
whichis of a round form, and stands upon a promontory to 
which you must ascend by near an hundred stone steps: this 
upper castle was designed for'a retreat in case the lower cas- 
tle should’ be won, and is the least ruinous of any part except 
the stairs before mentioned, which are so broken and decay- 
ed, that Iwas almost afraid to come down again when I was 
up, they being but narrow, and no rails to:hold by. | From 
the battlements of this upper castle (which they call the coop) 
you have a fine prospect of the greatest part/of the island, of 
the sea’ ‘on one side, of Cowes road ata distance, and of New- 
‘port as'it were just below: you. There isa well in’ the mid- 
‘dle’of the coop, which they called'the bottomless well, because 
of its great depth ; but itis now half filled up witt» stones and 
rubbish, and is covered with two or three loose planks ;, yeta 
stone, as we tried, isnear a quarter of a minute in falling before 
you hear it strike. But the well that supplies the inhabitants 
at present with water is in the lower castle, and 1s thirty fa- 
thoms deep. ‘They draw. their water with a great wheel, and 
with a bucket that holds neara barrel. lt makes‘a great sound 
_ if youspeak in it, and echoed the flute which we played over 
it very sweetly. There are but seven pieces of ordnance mount- 
ed upon the walls, and those in no very good order; and the 
old man who is the gunner and keeper of the castle, and who 
sells ale in a little house at the gate, has in his possession but 
six muskets, (which hang up at his wall) and one of them wants 
alock. He told us that the castle, which had now been built 
1203 years, was first founded by one Whitgert, a Saxon, who 
conquered the island, and that it was called Whitgertsburg for 
many ages. That particular piece of building which King 
‘Charles lodged in during his confinement here, is suffered to 
go entirely to ruin, there being nothing standing but the walls. 
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‘The island :is about sixty miles in circumference, and. produces 
plenty of corn and other provisions, and wool as fine.as Cots- 
wold: its militia having the credit of equalling the soldiery, 
and being the best disciplined in England, *,.*,..* :*).* 
was once, in Kang William’s time, entrusted with the goyern- 
ment of this island. At his.death it appeared he was.a great 
willain, and a great politician ; there was no crime so damna- 
ble which he would stick at, in the execution of his designs, — 
and yet he had the art of covering all so thick, that with almost 
all: men in general, while he lived, he-passed for a saint... What 
surprised me was, that the silly old fellow, the keeper of the 
castle, who:remembered him governor, should have so truea 
notion of his character as I perceived he had... In. short I 
believe it is impossible for a man, though. he has all.the.cun- 
ning of a:devil, to live and die a villain, ‘and yet conceal jit so 
well as to carry the name of an honest fellow to the grave with 
him, but some one by some accident or other shall discover 
him. ‘Truth and sincerity have a certain distinguishing native 
lustre about them which cannot be perfectly counterfeited— 
they are like fire'and flame that cannot be painted.) « 
The whole castle was repaired ‘and beautified»by Queen 
Elizabeth, and strengthened by a breast-work all round with- 
out the walls, as appears by this inscription in one: or two 


a 


nea upon it. 1 M5OB 2a otea igen 
che EsR.« li SL ortve ocd 
40. 1 vivohe Miles 


$ Batebdois adie 30.. Re 
This morning about eight o’clock we weighed anchor, and 
turned to’ windward till we came to Yarmouth, another little 
town upon this island, and there cast anchor again; the wind 
blowing hard, and still westerly. Yarmouth isa smaller. 
town than Cowes; ye@ the buildings being better, it makes — 
a handsomer prospect at a distance, and the streets are clean 
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and neat. There is one monument in the church, which the 
inhabitants are very proud of, and which we went to see. , It 
was erected to the memory of Sir Robert Holmes, who had 
formerly been governor of the island. It is his statue in ar- 
mor, somewhat bigger than the life, standing on his tomb, 
with a truncheon in his hand, between two’ pillars of pot+ 
_ phyry.. Indeed all the marble about it is very fine and good; 
and they say it was designed by the French king for his 
palace at Versailles, but was cast away upon this island, and 
by Sir Robert himself in-his life-time applied to this use, and 
that the whole monument was finished long before he died, 
(though not fixed up in that place); the inscription likewise 
(which is very much to his honor) being. written by himself. 
One would think either that he had no defect at all, or hadia 
very ill opinion of the world, seemg he.was so careful to make 
sure of a monument to record his good actions and transmit 
them to posterity. 

Having taken a view of the church, town, and fort, fon 
which there are seven large guns mounted) three of us took a 
walk up further into the island, and having gone about two 
miles, we headed a creek that runs up one end of the town, 
and then went to Freshwater Church, about a mile nearer the 
town, but on the other side of the creek. Having stayed here 
some time it grew dark, and my companions were desirous to 
be gone, lest those whom we had left drinking where we dined 
in the town should go On board and leave us. We were told 
that it was our best way. to go straight down to the mouth of 
the creek, and that there was a ferry boy that would carry us 
over to the town. But when we came to the house the lazy - 
whelp was in bed, and refused to rise and put us over; upon 
which we went down to the water-side, with a design to take 
his ‘boat, and go over by ourselves. We found it very diffi- 
cult to get the boat, it being fastened to a stake, and the tide 


* 
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isen near fifty yards beyond it: I stripped all to my shirt te 
wade up to it; but’ missing the causeway, which was under 
water, ] got up to my middle in mud. At last 1] came to the 
stake ; but, to my great disappointment, found she was loeked 
and chained. I endeavored to draw the staple with:one of 
the thole-pins, but in vain; I tried to pull up the stake, but 
to no purpose: so that after an hour’s fatigue and trouble in 
the wet and mud, I was forced to return without the boat. 
We had no money in our pockets, and therefore began’ to 
conclude to pass the night in some hay-stack, though the 
wind blew very cold and very hard. In the midst of these 
troubles one of us recollected that he had a horsé-shoe'in his | 
pocket, which he found in his walk, and asked me if I could - 
not wrench the staple out with that. I took it, went} ‘tried 
and succeeded, and brought the boat ashore to them. Now 
we rejoiced and all gotim, and when 1 had dressed myself we 
put off. But the worst of all our troubles was to come yet; 
for, it being high water and the tide over all the banks, though 
it’ was moonlight we could not discern the channel of the 
cteek; but rowing heedlessly straight forward, when we were 
got about half way over, we found ourselves aground on a 
aud bank, and striving to row her off by putting our oars in 
the mud, we broke one and there stuck fast, not having four. 
inches’ water.. We were now in the utmost perplexity, not 
knowing what in the world to do; we could not tell whe- 
ther the tide was rising or falling ; but at length we plainly 
perceived it was ebb, and we could feel no deeper water with- 
in the reach of our oar. It was hard to lie in an open boat ~ 
all night exposed to the wind and weather ; but it was worse | 
to think how foolish we should look in the morning, when 
the owner of the boat should catch us im that condition, ‘where — 
we must be exposed to the view of all the town. After we had 
strove and struggled for half an hour and more, we gave all 
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ever, and sat down with our hands before us, despairing to 
get off; for if the tide had left us, we had been never the 
nearer—we must have sat in the boat, as the mud was too 
deep for us'to walk ashore through it, being up to our necks. 
At last we bethought ourselves of some means of escaping, 
and two of us stripped and got out, and thereby lightened the 
boat, we drew her upon our knees near fifty yards into déeper 
water; and then with much ado, having but one oar, we got 
safe ashore under the fort; and having dressed ourselves and 
tied the man’s boat, we went with great joy to the Queen’s 
Head, where we left our companions, whom, we found wait+ 
ing for us, though it was very late, Our boat being gone 
en board, we were obliged to lie ashore all night; and thus 
ended our walk. ee 
Sunday, July 31. 
This morning the wind being moderated, our pilot de- 
signed to weigh, and, taking advantage of the tide, get a little 
further to windward. Upon which the boat came ashore, to 
hasten us on board. We had no sooner returned and hoisted 
in our boat, but the wind began again to blow very hard at. 
- west, insomuch that, instead of. going any further, we were 
: obliged to weigh and run down again to Cowes for the sake 
of more secure riding, where we came to an anchor again in 
a very little time; and the. pudding which our mess. made 
and put into the pot at Yarmouth, we dined upon at Cowes. 


- 


Monday, August 1. 
‘This morning all the vessels in the harbor put out their 
colors in honor of the day, and it made a very pretty appear- 
ance. ‘The wind continuing to’ blow hard westerly, our 
mess resolved to go on shore, though all our loose corks were 
gone already. We took with us some goods to dispose of, 
‘and walked to Newport to make our market, where we sold 
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for three shillings.in the pound Jess than the prime cost in 
London; and having dined at Newport, we returned in the 
evening to, Cowes, and concluded to lodge on shore.) sos 


Tuesday, August od. 
This’ day we passed on shore, diverting ourselves as well as 
we cotild; and the wind ibid — eee) we: pai 
on shore thid night-alsoy:! s9sKls WHO ie lll abide 


: ype August 3d. 
This morning we were hurried on board, having | scarce 
time to dine, weighed anchor, and stood’ away for yal bap, 
again, though the wind is still westerly ; ; but meeting with a 
hoy when we were near half-way there, ‘that had some goods 
on board for us to take i in, we tacked about for Cowes, and 
came to anchor there a third time, about four in the after-. 
noon.) «> 
| Thursday, August 4. 
Stay ed.on board till about. five in the afternoon, and. then 
went of, shone and stopped. all neg) ruc boa 08 tentint 


| Priday, August 5. 
Called ‘up this morning and hurried aboard, the wind béing 
north-west. About noon we weighed and left Cowes a 
third time, and sailing by Yarmouth we came into the chan- 
nel through the Needles ; which passage is guarded by Hurst 
Castle, standing on a spit of land which tuns out from the 
main land ‘of England within a mile of the Isle of Wight. 
Towards night the wind veered to the westw ard, which ,put 
us under apprehensions of being forced into port again; but 
presently after it fell a flat calm, and: then we had.a small 
breeze that was fair for half an hour, when it was ance 
by a calm again. 
— Satta wera 6. om 
- This morning we had a fair breeze for some hours, and 
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then acalm that lasted all day. In the afternoon I leaped 
overboard.and swam round the ship to wash myself. Saw 
several porpoises this day. About.eight o’clock we came to 
an anchor in forty fathom water against the tide of flood, 
somewhere below Portland, and weighed again about eleven, 


having a small breeze. 


Sunday, amie i: 
“Gentle breezes all this day. Spoke with a ship, the Ruby, 
bound for London from Nevis, off the Start of Plymouth. 
This afternoon spoke with Captain Homans in a ship bound 
for Boston, who came out of the river when we did, and 
had been beating about in the channel all the time we lay at 
Owes 1 in the Wight. | 
Monday, ee 8. 
Fine weather, but no wind worth mentioning, all this day ; 
in the afternoon’ saw the Lizard. 
_ Tuesday, A ugust 9. 
Took our leave of the land this morning. Calms the fore 
part of the day. In the afternoon a small gale; fair. Sawa 
grampus. 
: _ Wednesday, August 10. 
Wind \N. W. Course S..W. about four knots. By ob- 
‘servation in latitude 48° 50’.. Nothing remarkable happened. 
Thursday, August 11. 
Nothing remarkable. Fresh gale all day. 
( Friday, August 12. 
Calms and fair breezes alternately. ¢ Saturday, 1. 
Sunday, - 14, 
Monday, —— 15. 
Tuesday, ——— 16. 
Wednesday, 17. 


No contrary winds, but calm and 
fair breezes alternately. 
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Thursday, August 18. 


Four dolphins followed the ship for some hours He we 
alae es at them with the fizgig, but took none. hina 


dx iday, A ugust 19. 


This day we have had a pleasant breeze’ at east: slauthie 
morning .we spied a sail upon our larboard bow, about two: 
leagues distance... About noon she put: out ,English colors, 
_and we answered with our ensign, and. in the afternoon, we 
‘spoke with her. She was.a ship of New York, W alter Kip- 
pen master, bound from Rochelle in F rance, to Boston, with 
salt. Our captain and Mr. D..went on board. and stayed 
till evening, it being fine. weather. Yesterday. complaints 
being made thata Mr. G n, one of the passengers, had 
‘with a fraudulent design marked the cards, a court of justice 
was called immediately, and he was brought to his ‘trial in 
form. A Dutchman who could speak no English deposed 
by his inter ‘preter, that when our mess was on shore at Cowes, 
the ‘prisoner at the bar marked all the court cards ¢ on the 


back with a pen. , 

[ have sometimes observed that we are apt fo fancy the 
person that cannot speak intelligibly to us, proportionably 
stupid in understanding, and when: we speak two or three 
words of English to a foreigner, it is louder than ordinary, as 
if we'thought him deaf, and that he had lost the use of his 
ears as well as his tongue. Something like this, 1 imagine 
might be the case of Mr. G n; he fancied the Dutch- 
man could not see what he was about because he could not 
‘understand. Hngheh, and therefore boldly an it before his 
face. , 
‘The evidence was ink and positive ; the prisoner. could 
not deny the fact, but replied in his defence, that the 
cards he marked were not those we commonly played. with, 
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but an imperfect pack, which he afterwards gave to the cabin- 
boy. The Attorney-General observed to the court, that it 
was not likely he should take the pains to mark the cards 
without some ill design, or some further mtention than just 
to give them to the boy when he had done, who understood 
nothing at all of cards. But another evidence being called, 
‘deposed that he saw the. prisoner im the main-top one day 
when he thought himself unobserved, marking a pack. of 
cards on the backs, some with the print of a dirty thumb, 
others with the top of his finger, &c... Now there being but 
two packs on board,,and the prisoner having just confessed 
the marking of one, the court perceived the case was plain, 
In fine, the jury brought him in guilty, and he was con- 
demned to be carried up to the round top, and made fast 
there in view of all the ship’s company during the space of 
three hours, that being the place where the act was com- 
mitted, and to pay a fine of two bottles of brandy, But the 
prisoner resisting authority, and refusing to submit to punish- 
ment, one of the sailors stepped up aloft and let down a rope 
to.us, which we with much struggling made fast about his 
middle, ‘and hoisted him up into. the air, sprawling, by main 
force... We let him hang, cursing and swearing, for near a 
quarter of an hour ;, but .at length he crying ot murder! and 
Jooking black m the face, the rope being overtort about his 
middle, we thought proper to let him down again; and our 
mess have excommunicated him till he pays his fine, refusing 
either to 0 play; eat, drink, or converse with him. 
, Saturday, August 20. 

We shBrtenad sil all last night and all this day, to keep 
company with the other ship. About noon Captain Kippen 
and one of his. passenger: came on board and dined with us ; 
they stayed till evening. . When. thexiin were gone we . einarle 
sail and left them. | Nald 
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Sunday, August oR Hr0 

This morning we lost sight'of the Yorker, having a brisk 
gale of wind’at east!’ Towards night a poor little bird came 
on board’ us, being almost tired to’ death, and. suffered ‘itself 
to be taken’ by the hand. We reckon ourselves near two 
hundred leagues from land, so’ that no doubt a little rest was 
very acceptable to the unfortunate wanderer, wh tis like 
was blown off the coast in thick weather, and could not find 
its way back again. - We receive it hospitably, and tender’ it 
victuals and drink ; but he refuses both, and I suppose wilt 
not live long. There was one came on board some’ days 
ago in the same circumstances with this, whith I think the 
cat destroyed. 


\ 


“Monday, Miah 22. 
This morning I saw several fiying-fish, cut they were 
small. A Mirkin EE wind all day. 


Triesdoaé Wau 23. 
Wednesday,—— 24. 
Thursday, August 25.: 
Our excommunicated ship-mate thinking proper to: com-- 
ply with the sentence the court passed upon him, and: ex- 
pressing himself willing to pay the fine, we have this morning 
received him into unity again. Man is a sociable being, and 
itis for aught I know one of the worst of punishments to be 
excluded. from society. I have read abundance’ of fine 
things on the subject of solitude, and I know ’tis a common > 
boast im the mouths of those that affect to be thought wise, 
that they are never less alone than when alone. I acknow- 
ledge solitude an agreeable refreshment to a busy mind; but 
were these thinking people obliged to be always alone, Iam 
aptito think they would quickly find their very being insup-— 
portable to them. I have heard of a gentleman who under- 


~ Fair winds, bith remarkable. 
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went seven years close confinement, in the Bastile at Paris. 
Hfe was a man of sense, he was a thinking man; but being 
deprived of all conversation, to what purpose’ should’ he 
think ? for he was denied even the instruments of expressing 
his thoughts in writing. There is no burden so grievous to 
man as time that he knows not how to dispose of. He was 
forced at last to have recourse to this invention: he daily 
scattered’ pieces of paper about the floor of his little room, 
and then employed. himself in picking them up. and sticking 
them,in,rows and figures on. the,arm of his elbow-chair ; and 
he used to tell his friends, after his release, that he. verily 
believed if he had not taken this method he should have lost 
his senses. One of the philosophers, [ think it was Plato, 
used to say, that he had rather be the veriest stupid block in 
nature, than the .possessor of. all knowledge without, some 
intelligent being to communicate it to, : 
What I have said may in a measure account for some par- 
ticulars in. my present way of living here on board. Our 
company is in general very unsuitably mixed, to keep up the 
pleasure and spirit of conversation: and if there are one or 
two pair of us that’ can sometimes entertain one another for 
half’an hour agreeably, yet perhaps we are seldom in the 
humor for it together. I rise in the morning’ and read for an 
hour or two. perhaps, and then reading grows tiresome. 

Want of exercise occasions: want of appetite, so that eating 

and drinking affords but little! pleasure. I tire’ myself with 
playing at drafts, then I goitoeards; nay there is no-play 
so trifling or childish, but we fly»to it for entertainment. . A 
contrary wind, I know’ not how, puts us all out of good 
humor ; we grow sullen, silent and reserved, and fret at each 
other upon every little occasion. *Tis a common opinion 
among the ladies, that if a man is ill-natured he infallibly dis- 
covers it when he is in liquor. But I, who have known 
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many instances; to the contrary, will teach them a. more 
effectual method to discover the natural temper and disposi- 
tion of their humble servants. Let the ladies make one long 
sea voyage with them, and if they have the least spark of ill 
nature in them and conceal it to the end of the voyage, I will 
forfeit all my pretensions to their favor. ‘The wind continues 
fair., 
Friday, ve 26. 
The wind and weather. fair till night came on; and ce 
the wind came about, and we had hard squalls with rain and 
lightning till morning. | 
3 Saturday, August 27. 
Cleared up this morning, and the wind settled westerly. 
Two dolphins followed us this afternoon: we hooked one 
and struck the other with the fizgig; but orate both waiter 
us, and we saw them no more. 
| - Sunday, August 28. 
The wind still continues westerly, and blows hard. We 
are under a reefed mainsail and foresail. 
‘diaakes | Monday, August 29, 
Wind still hard west. Two dolphins followed us this days 
we struck at them, but they both escaped. __ i aii 
Tuesday, August 30. 
eiitvaiy wind still ‘This evening the moon being near full, 
as she rose after eight. o’clock, there appeared a rainbow in:a 
western cloud to windward of us. ‘The first time I ever saw — 
a rainbow in the night caused by the moon. 
, Wedel August 31. 
: ee still West : pn remarkable. al 
: | oh ibe Sept. 1. 
; Bad leg and contrary winds. 
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Friday Y, Sept. 2. 


This morning the wind changed ; alittle fair. We caught 
a couple. of dolphins, and fried them for dinner. . They tasted 
tolerably well, These fish make a glorious appearance in the 
water : their bodies are of a bright green, mixed with a silver 
color, and their tails of a shining golden yellow; but all 
this vanishes presently after they are taken out of their ele- 
ment, and they change all over to a light grey. I observed 
that cutting off pieces of a just-caught living dolphin for baits, 
those pieces did not lose their lustre and fine colors when 
the dolphin died, but retained them perfectly. Every one 
takes notice of that vulgar error of the painters, who always 
represent this fish monstrously crooked and deformed, when 
it is in reality as beautiful and well-shaped a fish as any that 
swims. 1 cannot think what could be the original of this 
chimera of theirs, (since there is not a creature in nature thatin 
the least resembles their dolphin) unless it proceeded at first 
from. a false imitation of a fish in the posture of leaping, 
which they have since improved into a crooked monster with 
a head and eyes like a bull, a hog’s snout, and a tail like a 
blown tulip. But the sailors give me another reason, though 
a whimsical one, viz. that as this most beautiful fish is only to 
be caught at sea, and that very far ‘to’the southward, they 
say the painters wilfully deform it in their representations, 
lest pregnant women should long for what it is inpossible to 
procure for them, 

se Sept. 3. 

Sunday, , — 4. 

Monday, —— 5. 

Wind still ‘westerly: nothing remarkable. | 
Tuesday, Sept. 6. 


"This afternoon the wind still continuing in bae3 same quarter, 
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increased till it blew a storm, and raised the sea to a greater 
beg than I had ever seen it before. “ 
. Wednesday, Sept. 7 : 
“The wind 3 is : somewhat abated, but the sea is very high ‘it 
A dolphin kept us company all this afternoon : we struck at 
him several times, but could not take him. ; 
Thursday, Sept. 8. 
This “Gay nothing remarkable has happened. aid 
wind. oleae 
Fria, Sept. 9." 
This afternoon we took four large dolphins, three with 2 a 
hook and line, and the fourth we struck with a fizgig. The 
bait was a candle with two. feathers stuck in it, one on each 
side, in imitation of a flying-fish, which are the common. prey 
of the dolphins. They appeared extremely eager and hungry, 
and snapped up the hook as soon as ever it touched the water. 
When we came to open them, we found in the belly of one a 
small dolphin half-digested. Certainly they were half-famished, 
or are naturally very savage, to devour those of a om 
species, ~ 
| Saturday, Sept. 10 10. 
This day we dined upon the dolphins we caught yesterday, 
fee of them sufficing the whole ship, being ‘twenty-one 
persons. sli 
“Sunday, Sept. ie | 
We nae at a hard gale of wind all this day, accompanied 
with showers of . rain, "Tis uncomfortable being upon deck; 


and though we. have ‘been altogether all day below, ‘yet. the 
long. continuance of these contrary wiuds has made us so dull, 
‘that scarce three words have sedis between us. 
{ee bia 12. 
By lh Pucscays —_— 13,5 =, 
Neti remat kable ; - ‘wind eens o 
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Wednesday, Sept. V4.” 
This’ afterioon about two o’clock, it being fair weather and 
almost: calm, a8 we sat playing draughts upon deck, we were 
surprised with a sudden and unusual darkness of the. sun, 
which, as we could perceive, was only covered with a small, 
thin cloud : when that was passed by, we discovered that that 
glorious luminary labored under a very great eclipse. At 
least ten parts out of twelve of him were hid from our eyes, 
and we were apprehensive he would have been totally dark- 
_ened. 
Thursday, Sept. 15, 
tipi a week past we have fed ourselves with the hopes that 
the change of the moon (which was yesterday) would bring 
us a fair wind; but to our great mortification and disap- 
pointment, the ae seems now settled in the westward, and 
shews as little signs of an alteration as it did a fortnight ago. 
) Friday, Sept. 16. 
. i all this day. This morning we saw a tropic bird, 
which flew round our vessel several times. It is a white 
- fowl with short wings; but one feather appears in his tail, 
and he does not fly very fast. We reckon ourselves about 
half our voyage ; latitude 38 and odd minutes. These birds 
are said never to be seen further north than the latitude 
of 40. 
Spin Sept. We 
Al the fereioi the calm continued ; the rest of the day 
some light breezes easterly ; and we are in great hopes fe 
wind will sete in that quarter. 
Siinitay, Sept. 18. 
“We have had the ‘Giet ihe imaginable all this day, ac- 
companied with what i is still more agreeable, a fair wind, 
very one puts on a clean shirt and a cheerful countenance, 
and we begin ta be very good company.” Heaven grant that 
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this favorable gale may: continue ! for we have had so much 
of turning to'windward, that the word helm-a-lee is become 
almost ‘as disagreeable to’ our ears as the sentence of \aijudge 


toa convicted’ malefactor. ahr bik. nebbae eli beenipine 
agate de ivy BEM EOD | wy 38 
." | | Monday, Sept. Ty 
‘wees 1343 - 
"The menther ert a little uncertain, and we begin to fear 


LAPOEG 
the loss of our fair wind. We see tropic ‘birds over da day, 
»: Aree 
sometimes five or six together ; le are about as af as 
A { me ate VF 
_ pigeons. : . 
chee 3 


T uesday, i 20, 
; T mn side is NOW W phil again, to our great mortification ; 3 
and. ‘we are.come.to an allowance of ii tw "g biscuits and 
a. bal eda. i dee hea aa ak | seit total la 
fet arte a: adtome: Detilos wed 4 Wednesday, Sept. 21. 


This morning our steward was brought ‘to ‘the: geers’and 
whipped, for making an extravagant use of flour in the: 
‘puddings, ‘and for several other misdemeanors.’ It hasbeen 
“perfectly calm all this day, and very hot.’ [Twas determined 
“to wash myself in the sea to-day, and should have doné’s6, Had 
‘not the appearance of ‘a shark, ‘that ‘mortal’ atcha ctblniae 

mers, ‘deterred 'mé': he seemed to be’ about five feét“long, 
jnoves round’ the ship'at soime distance; in'a slow majestic 

manner, attended by near a dozen of those they call pilot-fish, | 
of different sizes the ‘largest of them is not so big as a small 
inackarel, atid ‘the smallest not bigger than my little ‘finger. 
Two of these’ diminutive pildts keep just before his nose}‘and 
“he seems to goyern himself in his motions by their direction ; 
“while the rest “sirround him on every side indifferently. A 
shark ‘is ‘never’ séen’ without a'retinue of these, who are his — 
purveyors, ‘discovering and distinguishing his prey for him ; 

while he in return gratefully protects them from the’ravénous 
hungry dolphin! They are*commonly. counted a very greedy 
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fish ; yet this refuses to meddle with the bait thrown out for 


Mido’ "Lis nytt he’ has eet made a‘full meal. ioe oe wis 

aohgar oN 1 0 oh got sodD hursday, Sepl. Qe 
A fresh cing at west tall this habe T he shark has left us. » 

digeha giclitte yuel « voue dew q » Friday, Sept. 23. 


This morning we spied a sail to wind oleh of us ‘about two 
leagues.” We shewed our jack upon the ensign-staff, and short- 
ened’ sail for them till about noon, when'she came up with us. 
‘She was’the Snow, from Dublin, bound to: New York, having 
upwards of fifty servants on board, of both sexes; they all 
appeared upon deck, and seemed very much pleased at the 
sight of us. | 'There’is really something 'strangely cheering to 
the spirits in the meeting of a ship at sea, containing a society 
of’ creatures of the same’ species and in’the same-circum- 
stances with ourselves, after'we had beenlong separated and 
‘excommiunicated as it were fromthe rest of mankind. . My 
heart fluttered in my. breast. with joy owhen:L saw. so many 
human countenances, and 4d «could scarce refrain from that 
kind>of laughter which proceeds:from some ‘degree of inward 
pleasure.» :When we have been:for a considerable time tossing 
on the vast: waters, far from, the:sight of :anyland: or ships, 
‘orcany mortal creature but oursélves (except,a few fish and sea 
birds) the whole world, for aught we know, may be under a 
second deluge, and.,we (like Noah and hisycompany in the 
ark) the only surviving remnant of the human race. . ‘The two 
captains have mutually. ‘promised to ‘keep each other com- 
pany ; but-this 1 look upon. to.be only matter-of course, for 
if ships are unequal in their’ sailing they seldom stay. for one 
another; especially strangers.: This afternoon the, wind that 
has. been'so long contrary to us, came about to the eastward 
(and looks as if it would hold), to our no small satisfaction. 
L find our messmates in a.better humor, and more pleased 
with their, present, condition, than,, they have been since they 
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came out; which: I take to proceed from the cotttersplatiois 
of the miserable circumstances, of the. pabscing rai on board 
our neighbor, and inaking the comparison. We reckon 
ourselves in a kind of paradise,‘ when) we consider’ ‘how they, 
live, confined and stifled up with pon a dia stinking rabble 
in this sultry latitude, | yr ot Tipe a Siloti eit he 
epee yA me Sil ‘Sept. 244! 
i night we xa a OE high aan and very thick weathers 
in ‘which we lost. our consort. This moming early, we ispied 
a sail d-head of us, which we took to, be her; but presently 
after we spied. another, and then we plainly. pevichnnel that 
neither of them could be the Snow ; for one of them stemitiéd 
with us, and the other bore down directly upon us, having the 
weather-gage of us. As the latter drew near we were.a little 
surprised, not knowing what to make.of her; for by the course 
shé steered she did not seem designed for any port, but looked 
as if she intended to clap us aboard immediately. I could 
perceive concern in every face or board; but‘she presently 
eased us of our apprehensions by bearing away a-sterh of ‘us. 
Whenwe hoisted our jack she answered with French colorsyand 
presently took! them down again; and we soon lost sight of her. 
The other ran by us in Jess than half! an hour, and answered 
our jack with ‘an English ensign: shé stood to the eastward, 
but the wind was’ too high to: speak’with either of them. 
About nine o’clock we spied our consort; who had got’a great 
way a-head Of us. She, it seems, had made sail in theinight, 
while we lay-by with our mhain-yard down during’ the ‘hard 
gale. ‘She very civilly shortened’ sail for us,’ and this after- 
hoon we came up with her; and now we are running-dlong — 
very amicably ie sii oo side; — ee 
prance eis i wots advice cles 
ae Pa me eh Le 


On either side Rite “alt billows flow es 
While the black ovean foams and jokes Below 
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, sin “a Non v ; Sunday, Sept. 25. 

_ Last night we shot a-head of 0 our consort pretty. far. About 
midaight, having lost sight of each other, we shortened sail for 
them; but this morning they were got as f ar a-head of us as we 
could see, having run by us in the dark unperceived. ‘We made 
sail. and c came up with them about noon ; and if we chance to be 
Aneat. of them again in the night, we are to shew them a light, 
future. “The ad still continues Fitts ‘and \ we have made a 
greater run. these last. four-and- -twenty hours than - we have 
done since , we came out. All our discourse now is of Phila 
delphia, and, we begin to, fancy ourselves on shore already. 
Yeta small change of weather, attended by a westerly wind, 
is sufficient, to blast all our beans, hopets and quite spoil 
Our By see good RPh sh Nadititaen 
lees Be oid i ola PO EG Monday, Sept. 26. 

oBhe sade sdetails esc all night..| In the, twelve o lock 
watch jour-consort, who ‘was, about a league .a-head of. us, 
showed us) alight, and we answered .with another. About 
six o'clock this morning we had a sudden hurry, of wind at. all 
peints.of the compass, accompanied with the most violent 


shower of rain I ever sav, insomuch. that. the sealooked like a 


eream dish. It surprised us with, all, our sails, up, and was.so 
various, uncertain, and contrary, that the mizen topsaik. was 
full, while the head. sails were all aback ; and before the men 
could run from one end.of the ship to: the: other,’ twas about 
again., -But,this did not last long, ere the, wind settled to the 
north-east again, to our great satisfaction... Our, consort fell 

astern of)us in the storm, but. made sail and came up, with us 

again after it was over. We hailed one another on the mor; 
row, congratulating, upon the continuance of the fair wind, 
and both ran on very. lovingly. together... 


% 
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: Tuesday, Sept 27... 
‘The fait wind Wines still, I ave laid a bowl of punch 
that we dre in Philadelphia next Saturday. se nhight; for we 
reckon ourselves not above one hundred and fay leagues from 
land. ‘The Snow keeps us’ company ‘still. 20d. A 
: | "Wednesday, Sept oe. ‘i 
“We had very Tacit? winds and weather last night, accom- 
panied with abundance of rain; ‘and. now the wind is come 
about westerly. again, but we must bear it with patience. ‘This 
afternoon we took up several. branches of gulf weed (with 
which the sea is spread all over from the Western’ sles. to. the 
coast of America) ; ; but one of these’ branches had something 
peculiar j in it. In common ‘with the rest, it had’ a leaf about 
three quarters of an inch long, indented like a saw, and a 
small yellow. berry filled with nothing but wind ; “besides 
which it, bore a fr uit of the animal kind, yery surprising to see. 
It was a small shell-fish like a heart, the stalk by which it 
proceeded from the branch: being. partly ‘ofa grisly» kind. 
Upon this one branch of the: weed there were nears foity.of ; 
these vegetable animals ; the’snvallest of ‘them ‘near: thevend 
contained a substance somewhat like an oyster, ‘but the larger 
were visibly animated, ‘opening their shells every moment, 
and thrusting out a'set of unformed.claws, not unlike those of — 
a crab; but the inner part was still a kind of soft jelly, Ob- 
serving the weed more narrowly, I spied avery small crab 
_ crawling among’ it; about ‘as big'as the head of ‘a. ten-penny 
nail, and of a: ‘yellowish ‘color; like the weed itself.* This 
gave me some réason to’ think that he was a native of the - 
ranch ; that he had not long since been in the same‘conditio! 
with the rest of those little embryos that appeared inthe shells, 
this being the method of /their generation \ and.that-conse= 
quently all the rest of this odd kind-of fruit might be-crabs in 
due time. To strengthen my conjecture,’ I havesresolved to — 


: 
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keep’ the weed in ‘salt water, renewing it every day till we 
come on shore,’by this experiment to see whether any more 
crabs will’ be produced or not in this manner. I ‘remember » 
that the last calm'we had, we took notice of a large crab upon 
the surface of the sea, swimming from one branch of weed’ to 
another, which he seemed to prey upon; and I likewise re- 
collect that at Boston, in New England; [have often seen small 
crabs with \a shell like a snail’s upon their backs, crawling 
about in the salt water ; and likewise at Portsmouth in Eng- 
land. It is likely nature has provided this hard shell to secure 
them till their own proper shell has acquired a sufficient hard- 
ness, which oncé' perfected, théy quit their old habitation and 
venture abroad safe in their’ own’ strength. The: various — 
_ changes that silk-worms, butterflies and several other insects 
go through, make such alterations and. metamorphoses not 
improbable.» This day the captain of the Snow with one of 
his passengers came on board us; but the wind beginning to 
blow; they did not saree sini but» returned to ‘their’own 
wemsehs! io4e: faerie fh jig iy 

ipentiehs Rotaar tol) ciate The A » Whitley siey 29. 

ti aio siti the waterin whith I had:put'the weed 'yester- 
day, | found another crab, much smaller than the former, 
wh seemed ‘to’have'newly left his habitation. But the weed 
begins to wither, and the rest of the embryos are’dead: | This 
new-comer fully convinces me, that at least this sort of crabs 
are generated in this manner.’ The Snow’s captain dined on 
board us'thisday.\ Little or no bist 

TRS 2 ean Seve rine He eget Friday, Sept 30. 

[ sat up last night to observe an aah of the moon, oieliidh 
the’calendar’calculated for London mformed.us would happen 
at five o’clockin the morning, September 30. It began'with us 
‘about eleven last night, and continued till near two this morn- 
ing; darkening her body about six digits, or one-half; the middle 
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of it being about half an hour after twelve, by which we miay dis- 
cover that we are in a meridian of about four hours and half from 
- London, or 674 degrees.of longitude, and. consequently lave 
not much above one hundred leagues to,run.» This. isthe 
second, eclipse we have had within these fifteen days... We 
lost our consort in the night, but saw him again this mothing 
near two leagues, to’ windward. , This afternoon we! spoke 
with him again. «We have had abundance! of! dolphins about 
us these three or four days; but we have not:taken any more 
than one, \they being shy. of the bait....I took. in some more 
gulf-weed. to-day: with the bodat-hook, with shells upon it like 
that before! mentioned, :and three living perfect. crabs, each 
Jess. than the nail of my little finger. One: of them had somes 
thing particularly observable, to wit, a thin piece of the . white 
shell which I ‘before! noticed as their covering: while they res 
mained in the condition of embryos, sticking close.to his natu- 
ral shell: upon his back. | This sufficiently confirms)me.in my 
opinion of the manner -of their generations: L:have put this 
remarkable crab with a piece of the gulf-weed, ‘shells, » &g. 
into a glass phial filled with salt water, (for want of spirits « of 
wine) in hopes to preserve: the ihsronahad till I. ssi shores 
7 ee is : aoutlvabiest.: faim) vreouss. eta). b oayaby 
may ha t ‘sdieiesindidied October. dey é 
eax visht our Reale Hide goes incomparably_ better upor 

a wind than our vessel, got:so.far to windwardiand a-headof 
us, that this morning we could see nothing; of ‘hin, and ’tis 
like shall see him no. more: These ‘south-wests«ate hot 
damp winds, and oe abundance of, rain and. Stee weather 
with sheep puslioasim 3 get ABBE Qe SOA 4G 
un ada October: Qeis 

ene sa we scala our Bi iui a desig to sound this — 
morning at four o'clock ; ; but the wind coming about again: to 
the north-west, we let it alone. I cannot help fancying, the 


NO. I. APPENDIX. S31 


water is changed’a little, as is usual when a ship comes-within 
soundings, ibat )’tis probable Iam mistaken ; for there is but 
one! besides myself of my opinion, and we are Ki i tocbe- - 
lieve what we wish to be true, | a 
Pig dea: Re srend ts Fiat. siihdddiagy Crtvoddni Si 
oiThe's water is now ily visibly: sein to the eyes ‘of ‘all 
except the captain and the mate, and they will by no means 
allow it; 1 suppose because they did\notisee it first. Abun- 
dance of. dolphins are ‘about us, but they are very mre and 
on 6 > Wind north-west.” Fe MRE EEO EE 


<i: tah atl tade ill Tuesday,’ October” 

Last figut We Struck a danphie? ‘and this morfing we found 
ath dead tider the Windlass. Hé is about the bigheéss 
of A small tacKarél, A sharp head, 4 small mouth, and i a tail 
forked somewhat like a dolphin, but the’ Aowest brant nitich 
larger and fonger than the other, and tinged with yellow. His 
back and sides 6f ddarkish blue, his belly White, and his skint very 
thick. His’ wings: aré'of a ‘fitiny" substanee, about a span ‘Tong, 
réaching, when close té his body, fiom 'an inch below hi gifls'to 
aii inch above his tail ‘When they fy it is straight forward, for 
(they cantiot readily turn) a yard or two ‘Above thé Water; and 
pérliaps fifty 'yardsis‘the farthest” before’ they dip mto the 
water again, for they ¢atitot support ‘themselves in the air any 
longer than while ‘their wings ‘continiie Wet.’ "Thesé flying- 
fish ‘are the ‘eorhmon' prey of the’ dolphin,’ ‘who is their mortal 
enemy. Wher hé pursies them they rise and fly, and He 
keeps close under them till they drop; ard’ then shaps them 
up immediately) They generally fly in flocks, four or five, 
or perhaps 'a dozen together, and a dol phin is seldvin’ caught 
without one: or tote in ‘his ‘belly:: We put this flying-fish tipon 
the hook, in ‘hopes’ 6f catching one, but in'a few mintites they 
got it off without hooking themselves ; “i “aid they” ee wot 
meddle with any other bait. 9 SF GORGE OE 
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6 OR REI UN gaa a et ‘Tuesday Night: 
» Since sae 0 ‘clock we have struck three fine dolphins, 
sahil are a great refreshment to us.’ This afternoon we liave 
seen abundance of grampuses, which are seldom’ far from 
land ; but towards evening we had a more evident token, to 
‘wit)-a little tired bird, something like a lark, came on board 
\us,,who certainly:is ‘an:American, and ’tis'likely was ashore 
this: isi It is nowvcalm. We hope for a fair wind went 
bese Omaaana vedioud yas Wednesday October 5. 
This morning we saw:a heron, who had lodged aboard last 
night. .’Tis a long-legged long-necked bird, having as they 
say but one, gut. They. live: upon fish, and will swallow a 
living | eel thrice sometimes before it will remain‘in their body. 
‘The wind is west again. ‘The ship’s crew was brought t toa 
shears Ofiwaters 4) 407 Poet a Re 
st TS) Same rippin inating si hitestaat Oewben 6.) 
i Til. morning abundance of grass,’ rock-weed, &c. passed 
| le us 5 evident tokens that land is not far off... We hooked a 
Selolial this morning that, made us a good breakfast, A sail 
passed by us about twelve o'clock,’ and; nobody saw her, tll 
she was too far astern to. be spoken with.) ’ ’Tis very near calm: 
we saw another sail a-head this afternoon;, but night, coming 
on. we. could not speak with her, though we very much « desired 
It, 2, she stood to the northward, and it/is:possible might have 
informed. us how ..far we are from. land, . Our. artists on 
_ board are much ata loss.. We- hoisted our jackets ty: but 
she took no nl sae ia vn acd eae 
of Ahh Bir Gin Ak oping - Pridey, ( Desens 7 ais 
oie aieiny about ‘nine ‘o'clock: sprung: up a fine gale. at 
spa -east, which run us’in our course at. the rate of” seven 
miles an hour all night.’ We were in’ hopes of seeing land 
this morning, but caimot. The water, which we thought was 
changed, is now as blue as the sky; so’ that) unless at that 
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time we were running over some unknown shoal our eyes 
strangely deceived us. All the reckonmgs have been out 
these several days ; though the captain says ’tis his opinion we 
are yet an hundred leagues from land: for my part I know not 
what to think of it, we have run all this day at a great rate; 
and now night is come on we have,no soundings. Sure the 
American continent is yet all sunk under water since we 
left it, - 
: San eikine October 8. 

_ The fair wid continues still: we ran all night in our course, 
lithe every four hours, but can find no ground yet, nor is 
the water changed by all. this day’s run., This. afternoon we 
saw an Irish lord, and a bird which. flying looked lke..a 
yellow duck. ‘These they say are not seen far from. the coast. 
Other signs of land have we none. |. Abundance of large por- 
poises ran by us. this afternoon, and we were followed by a 
shoal of small ones, leaping out of the water, .as they ap- 
proached. “Towards evening we spied a sail a-head,. and 
spoke with her just before dark... She was bound from. New 
York, for Jamaica, and left Sandy Hook yesterday .about 
noon,’ from which they reckon themselves. forty-five.leagues 
distant... By, this we compute that,we are not. above thirty 
Saas from our capes, and hope to see land to-morrow. 

Sunday, October 9. 
“We Fisive, had the wind fair all the «morning : at. twelve 
o'clock we sounded, perceiving the water visibly, changed, 
and struck ground at twenty-five fathoms, to our universal 
joy. After dmner one of our mess went up aloft to look out, 


and presently. pronounced the long» wished-for .. sound, 
LAND! LAND!) In less than an hour we could descry.it 
from the deck, appearing like. tufts of trees. I could. not 
discern it so.soon as the, rest; my eyes: were dimmed with 
the suffusion of two, small drops of :joy. | By three o’clock 
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we were run in within two leagues of the land, and-spied a, 
sinall sail standing along: shore. We would gladly have 
spoken with her, for our captain was unacquainted with the. 
~ coast; and knew not what land it was that we saw. Wemade 
all the sail we could to speak with her. We made a signal of 
distress ; but all would not do, the ill-natured dog would not 
come near us. Then ‘we stood off again till era not cat 
ing to venture too near. | 
2 . | Monday, October 1¥,° ey 
- ‘This morning we’ stood in again’ for land ; and we, that_ 
_ had been here before all, agreed that it was Cape Henlopen: 
about noon we were come very near, and to our great joy saw 
the pilot-boat come off to us, which was exceeding welcome. 
He brought on. board ‘about a peck of apples with him; 
they seemed the most delicious | ever tasted in my life: the 
salt provisions we had ‘been used to, gave them a relish. 
We had extraordinary fair wind all the afternoon, and ran 
above an hundred miles up the Delaware before ten at 
night. ‘The country appears. very pleasant to the eye, being 
covered with woods, except here and there a house and 
plantation. We cast anchor when the tide turned, about two 
miles below Newcastle, and there We till the morning tide. 
ont) | ‘uesday, October 11. 
This biwtie we weighed anchor with a gentle breeze, 
and passed by Newcastle, whence they hailed us and bade us 
welcome. *Tis extreme fine weather. .'The sunenlivens our . 
stiff limbs with his glorious rays of warmth and brightness. 
The sky looks gay; with here and there a silver cloud. The 
fresh breezes from the woods refresh us; the immediate pros- - 
pect of liberty after so long and irksome confinement ra- 
vishes us. In short all things conspire to make this the most 
joyful day Lever knew. As -we passed by Chester some of 
the company went on shore, impatient once more to tread 
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on terra firma, and designing for Philadelphia by land. Four 
of us remained on board, not caring for the fatigue of travel 
when we knew the voyage had much. weakened us. About 
eight at night, the wind failing us, we cast anchor at Red- 
bank, six miles from Philadelphia, and thought we must be 
obliged to lie on board that night: but some young Phila 
delphians happening to be out upon their pleasure in a boat, 
they came on board, and offered to take us up with them: 
we accepted of their kind. proposal, and about ten o’clock 
Janded at Philadelphia, heartily. congratulating each other 
upon our having happily completed so tedious aud dangerous 
a voyage. Thank God! ! 
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Rules fora Club established in Philadelphia. .» 


[Referred to in Memorrs, Part 1. Page 91.] © 
ae 


Previous question, to be answered at-every meeting... y 

Have you read over these queries this morning, in order 

to consider what you might have to offer the Junto touching 
any one of them? viz. 

‘1. Have you met with any thing in the author you last 
read, remarkable, or suitable to be communicated to the 
Junto? particularly in history, morality, poetry, physic, tra- 
vels, mechanic arts, or other parts of knowledge. 

‘2. What new story have you lately heard, agreeable to 
relate in conversation? 

‘ 3. Hath any citizen in your knowledge failed in his busi- 
ness lately, and what have you heard of the cause? 

‘4. Have you lately heard. of any‘citizen’s thriving well, 
and by what means? 

‘ 5. Have you lately aul how any present rich man, here 
or elsewhere, got his estate ? 

‘6. Do you know of any fellow-citizen, who has lately 
done a worthy action, deserving praise and imitation? or who 
has committed an error proper for us to be warned against 
and avoid? 

©7. What unhappy effects of intemperance have you 
lately observed or heard? of imprudence? of passion? or of 
any other vice or folly ? 


- 
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‘8. What happy effects of temperance, of prudence, of 
moderation, or of any other virtue? ' 

‘9. Have you, or any of your acquaintance, been lately 
sick or wounded ? if so, what remedies were used, and what 
were their effects ? 

£10. Who do you know that are shortly going voyages or 
journies, if one should have occasion to send by them? 

‘11. Do you think of any thing at present, in which the 
Junto may be serviceable to mankind? to their country, to 
their friends, or to themselves ? 

“12. Hath any deserving stranger arrived in town. since 
our last meeting that you heard of? and what have you heard 
or observed of his character or merits : and whether you think 
it lies in the power of the Junto to oblige him, or encourage 
him as he deserves ? | bid 

£13. Do you know of any deserving young beginner lately 
set up, whom it lies in the power of the Junto any way to 
encourage? | ! 
_ £14. Have you lately observed any deed in the laws of 
your country, of which it would be proper to move the le- 
gislature for an amendment? or do you know of any benefi- 
cial law that is wanting? 

‘15. Have you lately observed any Lachsecinesths on the 
just liberties of the people? 

‘16. Hath any body attacked your reputation lately ? and 
what can the Junto do towards securing it? . 

‘17. Is there any man whose friendship you want, and 
which the Junto or any of them can procure for you? 

‘18. Have you lately heard any member’s character at- 
tacked, aud how have you defended it? 

£19. Hath any man injured you, from whom it is in tie 
power of the J unto to procure you redress > 

VOL. II. , Y 
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‘20. In what manner can the Junto, or any of sty a as- 
sist you in any of your honorable designs? 

‘21. Have you any weighty affair in hand, in vabllelfy you 
think the advice of the Junto may be of service ? 

‘92, What benefits have you lately received from any 
man not present ? 
_ €93, Ts there any difficulty m matters of opinion, of jus- 
tice, and injustice, which you would gladly have discussed at 
this time ? T1089 4 

‘24, Do you see any thing amiss in the present customs 
or proceedings of the Junto, which might be arhended? — 


Any person to be qualified, (as a Member of the Junto) 
to stand up, and lay his hand on his breast, and be asked 
these questions; viz. 

‘1. Have you any particular disrespect to any present 
members ?— Answer. | have not. 

«2. Do you sincerely declare that you love mankind in 
general; of what profession or religion soever Answer, 
{ do. 

‘3. Do you think any person ought to be harmed ia his 
body, name, or goods, for mere speculative opinions, or his 
external way of worship ?— Answer. No. 

‘4, Do you love truth for truth’s sake, and will you en- 
deavor impartially to find and receive it youre and com- 
municate it to others ?>—Answer. Yes. 3 


Questions discussed by the Junto forming the se preeing Club: 
Is sound an entity or body ? 
How may the phenomena of vapors be explained? ‘ 
Is self-interest the rudder that steers mankind, the univer- 
sal monarch to whom all are ‘tributaries ? 
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Which is the best form of government, and what was that 
form which first prevailed among mankind? 

Can any one particular form of government suit all man- 
kind? | 

What is the reason that the tides rise higher in the bay of 
Fundy than the bay of Delaware? 

Is the emission of paper money safe? 

What is the reason that men of the greatest knowledge 
are not the most happy ? 

~ How may the possession of the lakes be improved to our 
advantage ? 

Why are tumultuous uneasy sensations aieea with our 
desires ? 

Whether it ought to be the aim of philosophy to eradicate 
the passions ? 

How may smoky en rae be best cured? 

Why does the flame of a candle tend upwards ina spire? 

Which is least criminal, a bad action joined with a good 
intention, or a good action with a bad intention? 

Is it consistent with the principles of liberty in a free go- 
vernment to punish a man as a libeller, when he speaks the 
truth ? | 


os 
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Remarks on a late Protest against the appointment of Mr. 
Franklin, an Agent for the Province of Pennsylvania. 
a -Sa— “a 

I wAvE generally passed over, with a silent disregard, the 
nameless abusive pieces that have been written against me ; 
and though the paper, called a Protest, is signed by some 
respectable names, I was, nevertheless, inclined to treat it 
with the same indifference ; but as the assembly 1 is therein 
reflected on upon my account, it is thought 1 more st duty to 
make some remarks upon it.- . 

I would first observe, then, that this mode of protesting by 
the minority, with a string of reasons against the proceedings 
of the majority of the house of assembly, is quite new 
among us; the present is the second we have had of the kind, 
and both within a few months. It is unknown to the prac- 
tice of the house of commons, or of any house of repre- 
sentatives in America, that I have heard of ; and seems an 
affected imitation of the lords in ee which can by 
no means become assembly-men of America, Hence ap- 
pears the absurdity of the complaint, that the house refused 
the protest an entry on their minutes. The protesters know 
that they are not, by any custom or usage, entitled to such an 
entry, and. that the practice here is not only useless in itself, 
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but would be highly inconvenient to the house, since it 
would probably be thought necessary for the majority also to 
enter their reasons, to justify themselves to their constituents, 
whereby the minutes would be encumbered, and_ the public 
business obstructed. More especially would it be found in- 
convenient, if such motives are made use of as anew form 
of libelling, as the vehicles of personal malice, and as means 
of giving to private abuse the appearance of a sanction, as 
public acts. Your protest, gentlemen, was. therefore pro- 
perly refused; and since it is no part of the proceedings of 
assembly, one may with the more freedom examine it. 

Your first reason against my appointment is, that you “ be- 
lieve me to be the chief author of the measures pursued by 
the last assembly, which have occasioned such uneasiness 
and distraction among the good people of this province.” I 
shall not dispute my share in those measures; [hope they 
are such as will in time do honor to all that were concerned 
in them. But you seem mistaken in the order of time: it 
was the uneasiness and distraction among the good people of 
the province that occasioned the measures : the province was 
in confusion before they were taken, and they were pursued 
in order to prevent such uneasiness and distraction for the fu- 
ture. Make one step farther back, and'you will find propri- 
etary injustice supported by proprietary minions and crea- 
tures, the original cause of all our uneasiness and distrac__ 
tions. . , : 
Another of your reasons is, ‘‘ that I am, as you are ‘in- 
formed, very unfavorably thought of by several of ‘his 
majesty’s ministers.” I apprehend, gentlemen, that your in- 
former is mistaken. He indeed has taken great pains to give 
unfavorable impressions of me, and perhaps may: flatter ' 
himself, that it is impossible so much true industry should be 

totally without effect. His long success in maiming or mur- 
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dering all the reputations that .stand.in his ;way, ;which +has 
been the dear delight and constant employmient of his life, 
may likewise have given him some just ground for confidence 
that he has, as they call it, done for me amongst the rest. But, 
as I said before, I believe he is mistaken. . or what have 1 
done that they should think unfavorably of me? It cannot 
be my constantly’ and uniformly promoting’ the measures of 
the crown, ever since I had any influence in the. province. \It 
cannot, surely, be my promoting the change from, aj\pro- 
prietary to.aroyal government. If indeed I had, by speeches 
and writings endeavored to make his. majesty’s government 
universally odious in the province ;—if I had harangued by 
the week to all comers and goers, on the pretended injustice 
and oppressions of royal government, ‘and the slavery of the 
people under it;—if I had written traitorous papers, to, this: 
purpose, and got them translated into. other languagés, to. 
give his majesty’s foreign subjects here» those horrible. ideas 
of it:—if I.had declared, written and printed, that ‘-the 
king’s little finger we. should find. heavier than.-the. proprie- 
tor’s whole loms, with. regard to our, liberties; then indeed 
might the ministers. be supposed to) think, unfavorably, of 
me. But these are not exploits for a man_.who holds,a,pro- 
fitable office under the crown; and can expect to hold it.no 
longer than he behaves with the fidelity and duty that becomes 
every good subject. ‘They are only for officers, of .proprie- 
tary appointment, who hold their commissions during. his, 
and not the king’s pleasure; and who, by dividing, among 
themselves and their relations offices of many thousands _ 
a-year, enjoyed by proprietary favor, feel where to place their 
loyalty. I wish they were as'good ‘subjects to) his majesty ; 
- <-and perhaps they may beso, when the propretiar inter=— 
feres no longer. i ot itl eons: 
Another of ‘your reasons is, * that the prpposabiehaet for 


; 
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an agent is extremely disagreeable to a very great number of 
the most serious and reputable inhabitants of the province; 
and the proof is, my having been rejected at the last 
election, proven I had represented the city in assembly for 
14 years.” 

And do those of you, gentlemen, reproach me with this, 
who, among four thousand voters, had scarcely a score more 
than I had? It seems, then, that your elections were very near 
being rejections, and thereby furnishing the same proof in 
your case that you produce in mine, of your being likewise 
_ extremely disagreeable to a very great number of the most 
serious and reputable people. Do you, honorable sir, re- 
proach me with this, who for almost twice 14 years have 
been rejected (if not bezng chosen is to be rejected) by the 
same people, and unable, with all your wealth and connec- 


~ 


tions, and the influence they give you, to obtain an election 
in the county where you reside, and the city where you were 
born, and are best known, have been obliged to accept a 
seat from one of the out counties, the remotest of the pro- 
vince !—It is known, sir, to the persons who proposed me, 
that I was first chosen against my inclination, and against my 
entreaties that I might be suffered to remain a private man. 
In none of the 14 elections you mention did I ever appear 
asa candidate. I never did, directly or indirectly, solicit 
any man’s vote. For six of the years in which I was an- 
nually chosen, I was absent, residmg in England; during 
all which time your secret and open attacks upon my cha- 
acter and reputation were incessant ; and yet you gained no 
ground. And can you really, gentlemen, find matter of tri- 
 umph in this rejection as you call it? A moment’s reflection 

onthe means by which it was obtained must make “you 
ashamed of it. 

Not only my duty to the crown, in carrying the post 
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Office Act more duly into execution, was made use of to ex- 
asperate the ignorant, as if I was increasing my own profits, 
by picking their pockets; but my very zeal in opposing the — 
“murderers, and supporting the authority of government, and 
even my humanity, with regard to the mnocent Indians under 
our protection, were mustered among my offences, to stir up 
against me those religious bigots, who’ are of all savages the 
‘most brutish. Add to this, numberless falsehoods propagated 
‘as truths, and the many perjuries procured among the wretched _ 
rabble brought to swear themselves entitled to a vote ;—and 
yet so poor a superiority obtained at all this expense of honor 
-and. conscience! Can this, gentlemen, be matter of triamph? 
Enjoy it, then. Your exultation, however, was short Your 
‘artifices did not prevail everywhere; nor your double tickets, 
‘and whele boxes of forged votes. A great majority of the 
new chosen assembly were of the old members, and remain 
‘uncorrupted. They still stand firm for the people, and will 
obtain justice from the proprietaries. But what does that 
‘avail to you who are in the proprietary interest? ’ And what 
comfort can it afford you, when by the assembly's ‘choice of 
an agent, it appears that the same, to you obnoxious, man, 
(notwithstanding all your venomous imvectives’ against him) 
‘still retains so great a share of the public confidence ?. 

But “ this step, you say, gives you the more lively affliction, 
as itis taken at the very moment when you were informed by 
a member of the house, that the governor had assured him 
‘of his having received instructions from the ‘proprietaries, to 
give his assent to the taxation of their estates, in the same 
manner that the estates of other persons are to be taxed ; and 
also to confirm, for the public use, the several squares: fopasanty 
claimed by the city.” O the force of friendship! the power. of 
interest! What politeness they infuse into a writer, and what de- 
licute expressions they sissies ; ‘The dispute between the pro- 
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: 
prietaries and us was about the guantum, the rate of: their 


taxation, and not about the manner; but now, when all the 
world condemns them for acquiring a partial exemption of 
their estates, and they are forced to submit to an. honest 
equality, it is called “ assenting to be taxed in the same man- 
ner with the people:”—Their restitution of five public squares 
in the plan of the city, which they had near forty years unjustly 
and dishonorably siezed and detained from us, directing their 
surveyor to map streets over them (in order to turn them into 
lots) and their officers to sell a part of them; this their dis- 
gorging is softly called confirming them for ‘is public use; 
and instead of the plain words formerly given to the city, by. 
the first proprietary their father, we have the cautious pretty 
expression of ‘‘ formerly claimed by the city.”—-Yes, not only 
formerly but always claimed, ever since they were promised — 
and, given, to encourage the settlers, and ever will be claimed 
till we are put in actual possession of them. ’Tis pleasant, 
however, to see how lightly and tenderly you trip over these 
matters, as if you trod upon eggs.—But that “ very mo- 
MENT,” that precious moment! why was it so long delayed? 
Why were those healing instructions so long withheld and 
concealed from the people? They were, it ‘seems, brought 
over by Mr. Allen." Intelligence was received by various 


* Extract from a letter, dated London, August 6, 1764, from David 
Barclay and Sons, to Messieurs James and Drinker. 


“ We very much wish for William Allen’s happy arrival on your 
side, when we hope his influence, added to the power and commissions 
the proprietaries have inyested him with, may prove effectual, in re- 
storing harmony and tranquillity among you, so much to be desired 
by every well-wisher to your province. Pray, be assured of our sin- 
cérest and best wishes for the success of this salutary work, and that 

nothing in our power, to contribute thereto, will.ever be wanting.” 


- 
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hands from London, that orders were sent by the proprietaries, 
from which great hopes were entertained of an accommodation. 
Why was the brmging and the delivery of such orders so long 
denied? The reason is easily understood. Messieurs Bar- 
clays, friends to both proprietaries and people, wished for 
that gentleman’s happy arrival, hoping his influence, added.to 
the power and commissions the proprietaries had vested him 
with, might prove effectual in restoring harmony and tran- 
quillity among us;—but he, it seems, hoped his influence 
might do the business, without those additions.— There appear= 
ed on his arrival some prospect, from sundry circumstances, 
of a change to be made in the house by the approaching 
election. ‘The proprietary friends and creatures. knew the 
heart of their master, and how extremely disagreeable to him 
that equal taxation, that restitution, and the other concessions 
to be made for the sake of a reconciliation, must necessarily 
be. They hoped therefore to spare him all those mortifica- 
tions, and thereby secure a greater portion of his favor. 
Hence the instructions were not produced to the last as- 
sembly, though they arrived before the September sitting, 
when the governor was in town, and actually did business with 
the house. Nor to the new assembly were they mentioned, 
till the “ very moment,” the fatal moment! when the house 
were on the point of choosing that wicked adversary of the 
proprietary to be an agent for the province in England. 
But I have, you say, a “ fixed enmity to the proprietaries,’ 
and you “ believe it will preclude all accommodation of our 
disputes with them, even on just and reasonable terms.” — 
And why do you think I have a fixed enmity to the proprie- 
taries ?—I have never had any personal difference with them. 
I am no land jobber, and therefore have never had any thing 
to. do. with their land-office or officers ;—if I had, probably, like 
others, might have been obliged to truckle,to their measures, 
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or have «had like causes of complaint.—But our private in- 
terests never clashed, and all their resentment against me, and 
mine to. them, has been on the public account. Let them do 
justice to the people of Pennsylvania, act honorably to the 
citizens of Philadelphia, and become honest men; my en- 
mity, if that’s of any consequence, ceases from the “ very mo- 
ment ;” and, as soon as I possibly can, I promise to love, 
honor, and respect them.—In the mean time, why do you 
“ believe it will preclude all accommodation with them on just 
and reasonable terms?” Do you not boast that their gracious 
condescensions,are in the hands of the governor, and that ‘ if 
this had been the usual time for business, his honor would 
have sent them down in.a message to the house.” How then 
can my going to England prevent this accommodation? The 
governor can'call the house when he pleases, and one would 
think that, at least in your opinion, my being out of the way 
would be a favorable circumstance. For then, by “ cultivat- 
ing the disposition shown by the proprietaries, every reason- 
able demand that can be made. on the part of the people 
might be obtained: in vigorously insisting on which, you pro- 
mise to unite most earnestly with the rest of the house.” —It 
seems then we have ‘‘ reasonable demands” to make, and as 
you call them a little higher, equitable demands. . This is 
much for proprietary. minions, to. own;—but you are all grow- 
ing better, in imitation of your.master, which is indeed very 
commendable. And if the accommodation here should. fail, 
I hope that though you dislike the person.a majority. of two 
to one in the house have thought fit to appoint.an agent, you 
will nevertheless, in duty to. your country, continue the noble 
resolution of uniting with the rest.of the house, in vigorously 
insisting on that equity and justice which such an union will 
undoubtedly obtain for us. by ! 

I pass over the trivial. charge against, the assembly, that 


$48 APPENDIX. NO. ILI. 


they “ acted with unnecessary haste in proceeding to this ap- 
pointment, without making a small adjournment,” &c. and 
your affected apprehensions of danger from that haste. The 
necessity of expedition on this occasion 1s as obvious to every 
one out of doors as it was to those within; and the fears you 
mention are not, I fancy, considerable enough to break your 
rest:—I come then to your high charge against me, ‘ That I 
heretofore ventured, contrary to an act of assembly, to, place 
the public money in the stocks, whereby this province suf- 
fered a loss of £6000, and that sum added to the £5000, 
granted for my expenses, makes the whole cost of my former 
voyage to Englandamountto ELEVEN THOUSAND POUNDS!” 
—How wisely was that form in our laws contrived, which, 
when a man is arraigned for his life, requires the evidence to 
speak the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth! 
The reason is manifest. A falsehood may destroy the inno- 
cent; so may part of a truth without the whole; and a mix- 
ture of truth and falsehood may be full as pernicious. « - You, 
Mr. Chief Justice, and the other justices among the protes- 
ters, and you, sir, who are a counsellor at law, must all of 
you be well acquainted with this excellent form; and ‘when ~ 
you arraigned my reputation (dearer to me than life) before the 
‘assembly, and now at the respectable tribunal of the public, 
would it not have well become your honors to have had some 
small regard at least to the spirit of that form? You might 

have mentioned, that the direction of the act to lodge the 
money in the bank, subject to the drafts of the trustees of the 
loan-office here, was impracticable; that the bank refused to 
receive it on those terms, it being contrary to their settled 
rules to take charge of money subject to the orders of unknown 
people living in distant countries. — You might have mentioned, 
that the house being informed of this, and having no imme- 
diate call for the money, did themselves adopt the measure of 
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placing it in the stocks, which then were low ;, where it might. 
on a peace produce a considerable profit, and in the mean 
time accumulate an interest: that they even passed a_bill, 
directing the subsequent sums granted: by parliament, to be 
placed »with the former: that the measure was prudent and ~ 
safe ; and that the loss arose, not from placing the money 1N. 
the stocks, but from the imprudent and unnecessary DRAW- 
ING IT OUT at the very time when they were lowest, on some 
slight uncertain rumors of peace concluded: that if the as- 
sembly had let it remain another year, instead of losing they 
would have gained six thousand pounds; and that after all, 
since the exchange at which they sold their bills was near 
twenty per cent. higher when they drew than when the stocks 
were purchased, the loss was far from being so great as you 
represent it. All these things you might have said, for 
they are, and you know them to be, part of the whole truth ; 
but they would have spoiled your accusation. The late 
speaker of your honorable house, Mr. Norris, who has, 
I suppose, all my letters to him, and copies of his own, to 
me, relating to that transaction, can testify with how much 
Antegrity and clearness I managed the whole affair.—All the 
house were sensible of it, being from time to time fully ac- 
quainted ‘with the facts. If I had gone to gaming in the 
stocks with the public money, and through my fault a sum 
was lost, as your protest would insinuate, why was I not cen- 
sttred and putiished for it when I returned? You, honorable 
sir, (my enemy of seven years’ standing) was then in the house. 
You were appointed on the committee for examining my ac- 
counts; you reported that you found them just, and signed 
that report.*. I-never solicited the employ of agent: 1 made 


» . ™ Report of the Committee on Benjamin Franklin’s Accounts. 
“In obedience to the order of the House; we have examined the ac- 
countof Benjanin Franklin, Esq. with the vouchers to us produced in 
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no bargain for my future service, when I was ordered to Eng- 

land by the assembly; nor did they vote me any salary, I 

support thereof, and do find the same account to be just, and that he 

has expended in the immediate service of this province the sum of 

seven hundred and fourteen pounds, ten shillings and seven pence, out of 

the sum of fifteen hundred pounds sterling, to him remitted and paid, 

exclusive of any allowance or charge for his support and services for 

the province. | | 

Joun Morton, Jouwn Hucuss, 

Witrraw'Ariten, Samvrr Ruoaps, 

» February 19,1763. Jouw Ross, Joun Wruxinson, 
Joun Moor, Isaac PEARSON. 
JosEPH Fox, 

“ The house taking the foregoing report of the committee of ace 
counts into consideration, and eh: some time debated thereon, 


“ Resolved, 

“ That the sum of five hundred pounds sterling per annum 1 be allowed 
and given to Benjamin Franklin, Esq. late agent for ‘the province of 
Pennsyloania at the court of Great Britain, during his absence of six 
years from his business and connexions, in the service of the public ; 
and that the thanks of this house be also given to the said gentleman 
by Mr. Speaker, from the chair, as well for the faithful discharge of 
his duty to this province in particular, as for the many and important 
services done to America in general, during his residence i in Great) 


Britain. 
“ Thursday, March 31, 1763. 


' © Pursuant to a resolve of the nineteenth of last month, that the’ 
thanks of this house be given to Benjamin Franklin, Esquire, for his 
many services not only to the province of Pennsylwania, but to America 
in_ general, during his late agency at the court of Great Britain, the 
same were this day accordingly given in form from the chair.—To 
which Mr. Franklin, respectfully addressing himself to the speaker, 
made answer, That he was thankful to the house for the very hand- 
soiie and generous allowance they had been pleased tomake bim-for — 
his services; but that the approbation of this house was, in his esti- 


ination, far above every other kind of recompense.” , 
Votes, 1768. 
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lived there near six years at my own expense, and I made no 
charge or demand when I came home. You, sir, of all others, 
was the very member that proposed for the honor and justice 
of the house) a compensation to be made me of the five thou- 
sand pounds you mention. Was it with an intent to reproach 
me thus publicly for accepting it? I thank the house for it, 
then, and I thank you now for proposing it: though you, who 
have lived in England, can easily conceive, that besides the 
prejudice to my private affairs by my absence, a thousand 
pounds more would not have reimbursed me. ‘The money 
voted was immediately paid me. But, if I had occasioned 
the loss of six thousand pounds to the province, here was a 
fair opportunity of securing easily the greatest part of it; why 
was not the five thousand pounds deducted, and the remainder 
called for ?——The reason is, this accusation was not then in- 
- yented.—Permit me to add, that supposing the whole eleven 
thousand pounds an expense occasioned by my voyage to Eng- 
land, yet the taxation of the proprietary estate now established, 
will, when valued by years’ purchase, be found in time an ad- 
vantage to the public far exceeding that expense. And if the 
_ expense is at present a burthen, the odium of it ought to lie 
on those who, by their injustice, made the voyage necessary, 
and not on me, who only submitted to the orders of the house, 
in undertaking it. 
Tam now to take leave (perhaps a last leave) of the country 
I love, and in which I have spent the greatest part of my life. 
—Esto perpetua!—lI wish every kind of prosperity to my 
friends,—and I forgive my enemies. 
Philadelphia, Nov. 5, 1764. B. FRANKLIN. 
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A: Wuaras. your. name, and, place of abode? otk gy 
A. Franktin, of Philadelphia. HS 2A, SRA 
Q.Do the Americans, pay, any Songice eRe 
ieiessepe P i olgaplaleer 

A, Certainly, sisal and very, heavy 1x98 s... e AReeANye> 
_Q. What, are, the’ present, taxes, in Pesgstganinsinekba, 
the Aza’ of the eri | mr ne apg tig 
a, There, are taxes on alll estates, ‘real and p ronal, ‘ 

poll tax; a tax on all offices, professions, trades, pnd push 
nesses, according. to their profits; an excise on all wine, ru | del 
and other _spitits 5 sa and a duty o: of ten pounds ‘per ad ona 


z 
Yeas aca & 


negroes imported ; a ig some other ‘duties. ai a Sis oe te nt i 
Q. For what purposes are e those tas taxes, laid 2 7A Noland 


ald ty rin 


A. For the support of the civil and military est establis = 
ste 


f 


of the country, and to hickiik the PET debt contrac 


thing ¢ 


the last war. | 
@. H eth : , 6 ‘bul 
ow long are those taxes to con atinue ? ‘sed aned iM 
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A. Those for discharging the debt are to continue till 
1772; and longer, if the debt should not be then all mip 
The others must always continue. 

Q. Was it not expected that the debt mania have been 
sooner discharged ? 

A. It was, when the peace was made with France and 
Spain.. But a fresh war breaking out with the Indians, a 
fresh load of debt was incurred ; and the taxes, of «course, 
continued longer by a new law. 

» Q, Are not all the people very able to pay those taxes? 

A. No. The frontier counties, all along the contment, 
having been frequently ravaged by the enemy, and greatly 
impoverished, are able to, pay very little tax. And there- 
fore, in consideration of their distresses, our late tax-laws do 
expressly favor those counties, excusing the sufferers; and I 
suppose the same is done in other governments. 

Q. Are not you coricerned in the et te of the 
post-office in America ? 

A. Yes. [am Deputy Post-Master General of North 
America. 

Q. Don’t you think the distribution of stamps, by post, 
to all the inhabitants, very a Rey if Hare was 10 0 
sition ? | 

A. The posts only go along the sea-coasts ; they do not, 
except in a few instances, go back into ‘the’ country ; ; and if 
they did, sending for stamps by post would occasion an 
expense of postage, amounting, in many cases, to much more 
than that of the stamps themselves. 

Q. Are you acquainted with Wir /tet ene 

A. 1 never was there. 

@. Do you know whether there are any post-roads on that 
Asland ? 

A. 1 haye heard there are no roads at all; but that the 

VOL. II. * Z 
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communication, between one settlement and anothegt is Hee sea 
only. . | | 7 fire 

Q. Can you no Mi otis aad post i in Count 

. A. There. is only a post. between Montreal and Quebec. 
The inhabitants live so scattered and remote from each other, 
in that vast country, that posts cannot be supported among 
them, and therefore they cannot get stamps per post. ‘The 
Englisi # colonies’ too, en the frontiers, are ius thinly 
settled. _ O01 Day iao 

Oe From the thinpé of the bet se wleahesteny soll not 
the’ stamp act be enereiagly” inconvenient to the inhabitants if 
a i ? : yd, be rel SOE. SANE RY 

A. To be sure it would: as thay of the inhabichaens eoatd 
not get stamps when they had o¢casion for them, without 
taking long journeys, and spending perhaps three or four 
pounds that the crown might get sixpence. 4) 

'Q.-Are not the colonies, from their: Dist is tyen it 
able to pay the stamp duty ? 

A. \w my opinion, there is not gold and silver enough in in 
the colonies to pay the stamp sind for one e year.’ | a 


* The stig 1 se says, ¢ ‘that the pai aes shall rae, no. Stil 
merce, make no exchange of property with each other; neither ‘pur- 
chase, nor grant, nor recover debts: they ‘shall neither marry 1 nor 
make their wills, unless they pay such and such sums in. specie. fos 
the stamps, which must give validity to the proceedings. ‘The ope- 
ration of such a tax, bad it obtained the consent of the people, ap- 
peared inevitable; and its annual productiveness was estimated by 
its proposer in the House of Commons, at the committee for supplies, 
at 100,007. sterling. The colonies being already reduced to the ne- 
cessity of having paper-money, by sending to Britain the specie - they 
collected in foreign trade, in order to make up for the deficiency. of 
their other returns for Britain’s manufactures, there were doubts 
where could remain the specie sufficient to’answer the tax, 
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Q@. Don’t you know tbat the money arising from the stamps 
was all to be laid out in America? 

_ A. know it is appropriated by the act to the educa 
service ; but it will be spent in the conquered colonies, where 
the soldiers are, not in the colonies that pay it. | 

“Q. Is there not a balance of trade due from the colonies 
where the troops are posted, that will bring back the vive 
to the old colonies?) 

A. 1 think not. I believe very hitle poe? come back, 
I know of no trade likely to bring it back. 1 think it would 
come from the colonies where it was spent, directly to Eng- 
land; for I have always observed, that in every colony the 
more plenty the means of remittance to England, the more 
oy are sent for, and the more trade with England carried on. 

Q. What number of white inhabitants do you think paso 
ate in Pennsylvania ? 

A, IT suppose there. ne be aia one > hundred and pitied 
thousand. | 

Q. What number of them are Quakers ? 

A. Perhaps a third. 

Q. What number of Germans? , | 

A. Perhaps another third; but I cannot rh with cer- 
tainty. ‘ 

, Q.. Haye any number of the Germans seen service, as sol- 
diets in Europe? | 

A, Yes, many of them, both in Rurope and Arhirhees 

~-Q, Are re as s much dissatisfied with the stamp duty" as 
the English ? 

A. Yes, and more ; and with reason, as their stamps are, 
in date cases, to. be double.” 


“© The suis Act men that a double duty should be laid where 
the instrument, proceedings, &c. shall be engrossed, ‘written, or 
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Qi How. er ‘men’ do ge suppose there: are in 


North America? © ‘MANA py Ht ONE OF tae 
«Av About thrée hundred arsine “from stent Sixty 
years’ of: agelt SA CS UPR SIM: he PT Leh OF GQRRD 
Qe What may be the amount: of ‘one | year 8 nite 
Pendsylvania:froth Britain?) 2) 8) Pod Bere eee 
“4. I have’been informed thie’ our: merchants amputee 
imports from Britain to bé above 500,0000.°° © 
. Q: What may be ‘the amount of. bein produce of ease 
vince‘exported to Britain?» 5 ~ tom TO wre 


A. It must be small, as we neetieth lita char aduteay in 
Britain. tL suppose it cannot exceed 40,000K0! |. sho) 
9Q. How théen'd6 you pay the balance? 6 10815 

A. The balance is paid by our produce carried to the West 
Indies (and: seld in our own islands; or to'the Fretich, Spa- 
niards, Danes, and Dutch); by the same. being carried: to 
other colonies: in North America, (as New ° England, 
Nova Scotia, N shire anion and Georgia's) anit 


ee hes Ae hy woh Hh # 
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printed, within the said colonies and, ghanenianey in, any.) hn 
the, English language.’ .. This, measure appeared to be suggested by 
motives of convenience, | and the policy of assimilating persons of 
foreign to those of British descent, and preventing t eir interference 
in the conduct of Taw business till this change shoulk ‘be effected. am 
seems, however, ‘to have been deerned too precipitate, Howie liately 
to extend this clause to newly-conquered countries, An: exémption, 
therefore, was: granted, in this particular, with respect: to Canada‘and 
Grenada, for the space:of five. years, to be reckoned, frotm the coms 
mencement of the duty, See the Stamp Act... 4 oft tk 
a Strangers excluded, ‘some parts of the northern ovis donble 
- their numbers in. ‘Blteen or sixteen years; to the southward d' they are 
longer; but, taking « one with another, they have ‘doubled, by natural 
generation only, once in twenty-five! years,’ ‘ehingyai i is said, 
including strangers, has doubled in about sixteen, years. 
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by the same, carried to different parts of Europe, (as Spain, 
Portugal and Italy.) In all. which places we receive either 
money, bills of exchange, or commodities that suit for remit- 
tance to Britain ; which, together .with all the profits on the 
industry of our merchants and mariners, arising in those cir- 
cuitous voyages, and the freights made by their ships, centre 
finally in Britain to discharge the balance, and:pay for British 
manufactures continually used in the vanieaiea or ants to 
foreigners by our traders, 

Q. Have you heard of any difficulties ely sid on. we 
Spanish trade t : 

A. Yes, I have heard that it hi pom save oliatsiited 


by some new regulations, and by the English men of warand © 


cutters stationed all along the coast in America, ie 

Q. Do you think it right,that America should be siotdited 
hy this country, and pay no part of the expense ? ‘a 

A, That is not the case...The colonies raised, ‘clothed, 
and paid, during the last war, near twenty-five thousand ast 
and spent many millions. 

Q. Were you not reimbursed by parliament ? 

A. We were only reimbursed. what, in your opinion; we 
had advanced beyond. our proportion, or beyond what might 
reasonably be expected from us; and ‘it ‘was a very small 
part of what we spent. - Pennsylvania, in, par ticular, © dis- 
bursed about 500, 0o0/,; and the reimbursements, in the 
whole, did not exceed AEST A risaiea 

Q.. You have, said. that you, pay, heavy, sie in» Penmey 
vania ;, what do: they amount to:in the pound ?« bps 

A. The tax on all estates, real and peisonal, is ‘eighteen 
pence in the pound, fully rated ; ; and the tax on ‘the profits 


of trades and professions, with other taxes, do, Tanppagse ‘ 


make. full half-a-crown i in.the,pound,. ..... 
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Q» Do: ‘you know anything of the rate of. asiclirniie mn 
Boecdanin and whether it has fallen lately 2° (wy 
.| wv tis commonly from one ‘hundred and seventy to one 
panileed vand seventy-five. \ [have heard that it has fallen 
lately, from one hundred and seventy-five to one hundred 
‘sixty-two and a half; owing, I suppose, ‘to their’ lessening 
their orders for goods ; and, when their debts to this country 
are paid, | think the exchange will probably be at par. 

Q. Do not you think the people of nse oh would submit 
to pay the stamp duty if it was moderated? | 

A. No, never, unless compelled by force of arr. lin, 

-Q. Are not the taxes in Peniisylvania laid on unequally, in 
order to burthen the English trade; ce prt bras on 
a and business ? one 

. A. It is not more burthensome in proportion theblihihas 
on lands: it is intended, fei mie to take’ an sane ‘pro 
portion of profits. phe 4 2 aa acd 

'.Q. How is the assembly ae Of sched ricer 
pedrile are the members ; landholders or trades?) | ~ | 

A. Itis Ste of ipa pritigenicd ‘and att 

2 Are not the: aot landholders? Peed ewes gs mi as 
A. T believe they are. © 5 Lh DEALER 

Q. Do not they, ‘as iaigiav as polite ‘shift the tax off 
from ‘the land, to ease that, and Tay the bortee desir on 
trade ? 

A. L have ‘never: seidesitisod it so: I never heard gs a 
thing suggested: and indeed'an attempt of that kind could 

answer no purpose. \ ‘The merchant or’ trader “is” always 
skilled in matinee) yeady with his pen and ink. Ef'une 
equal burthens. are. laid on his ‘trade, he puts an additional 
price on his goods; and the consumers, who are chiefly land 
holders, finally pay the greatest part, if not the whole. 
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QsWhat was the temper of America Apnea ‘Great .Bri- 
tain before the year 1703. 6) fs Yhdetowh sainee Ae 

A. The»best in the world. They: eddie ‘willinely to 
the government of the crown, and paid, in. all their-courts, 
obedience to acts of parliament. » Numerous as the people 
are in» the several old provinces, they ‘cost you. nothing im 
forts, citadels, garrisons, or armies, to keep them in subjec- 


; REL abe 


™ In the year 1733, ‘ for the welfare and prosperity of the British 
sugar colonies in America,’ and ‘ for remedying discouragemenits of 
planters,’ duties were ‘ given and granted’ to George the Second, 
upon all rum, spirits, molasses, syrups, sugar, and» panels, of foreign 
growth, produce, and manufacture, imported into our colonies. . This 
regulation of trade, for the benefit of the general empire, was acqui- 
esced in, notwithstanding the introduction of the novel terms ‘ give 
and grant.” But the act, which was made only for the term of five 
years, and had been several times renewed in the reign of George the 
Second, and-once in the reign of George the Third, was renewed 
again in the year 1763, in the reign of George the Third, and ertend+ 
ed to other articles, upon new and altered grounds. It was stated : in 
the preamble to this act, ‘ that it was expedient that new provisions 
and regulations should be established for improving the revenue of this 
kingdom ;’ « that it was just and necessary that a revenue should be 
raised in America for defending, protecting, and securing the same ;’ 
4and that the Commons of Great Britain, . ./.s .» desirous of 
_making some,provision . ....« ,. towards raising the said reve- 
awe in America, have rai to give and grant to his Majesty the 
several rates and duties,’ &c. —Mr. Mauduit, agent for Massachusetts 
Bay, said that he was instructed, in the following terms, to’ oppose 
Mr. Grenville’s ’ taxing system :—* You are to remonstrate against 
these measures, and if. possible to obtain a repeal of’ the Sugae Wet 
_ and prevent the imposition of any further duties or taxes on the.co- 
_jonies. Measures will be taken that. you maybe joined, by all the 
piesa Hehe flung 14, 1764.’ 
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tion, . They. were governed. by, this ccountry cat thevexpense 
only of a little. pen, ink,.and paper: they were led by a 
thread. They had not only a. respect, but an affection for 
Great, Britain; for: its laws, its customs, and manners ; and 
even a fondness for its: fashions, that greatly increased 
commerce.;.. Natives-of Brita were always treated ‘with’ 
particular regard ; to be an Old-England-man was, of itself, 
a character of some respect, and gave a kind of rank among 
us. ii 2), ELSI py 

. Q.. And what,is-their temper now? sii hs <athesein 

vex Ohy verymuch.altereds io ooxe,* saw sbent Yedieata 

.Q. Did you ever hear the authority of patiament to saab 
tits for America, questioned till lately? 

A. The authority of parliament was allowed to be valid in | 
all laws, except such as should lay iniernad taxes... It never 
was disputed in laying duties to regulate commerce, fiat aes 

Q. In what pr pane hath. poeine nee increased. in’ Ame- 
rica >. | sh ba abi nu 

A. 1 think a ‘ahaa of all the: piioviniea! y sagan 
taken at a medium, double 1 in about twenty-five years. But 

their demand for Bnitish manufactures i Increases much faster ; 
as the consumption is not merely in proportion to their num- 
‘bers, but grows.with the. growing abilities,.of thesame num- 
bers to pay for them: In 1723,.the whole importation from 
Britain to Pennsylvania, was but about ae sterling 3, it 
is now near half, a million, , |. Vande yltag 

Q. In what light did the people of Dare use to Con- 
sider the parliament of Great Britain? 

A-They- eecuiajubaliimainiesndiaeaae 
and security of their liberties and privileges, and always spoke | 
of it with the utmost respect, ; and veneration... _ Arbitrary mix 
nisters, they, thought, might -possibly, at times, attempt, to 
oppress them ; but they relied on it, that the parliament, on. 
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application, would:always give’ redress. They remembefed, 
with gratitude, a strong) instance. of this;; when a bill (was 
broughtdnto ‘parliament; -with a clause, to ‘make: royal instrac- 
tion laws in: the: colonies; which sweeter ptr 
would not pass, and:it'was thrown outs (6) “ober 6 fos 
»Q. And»have they not ual wise same rape for: _— 
ment? pai bs) HES O8 » DBs tao 16g 
A. Noy itis eile lessenéd, .J29408 91108 Le Wish Lath | 
Q. To what causes is that owing? tg 
_ A. Toa concurrence of causes ; the’ restraints lately Taid 
on. their trade, by which the bringmg of ‘féreign''gold*and 
silver into»the colonies was prevented ; the ‘prohibiti-n’ of 
making paper-money among  ‘theniselves,* and then demand- 
img a new and heavy tax) by stamps; taking away, atthe 
same time, trials by’ soietan and —* to receive and: hear 
their humblelpatitiongi racic: ne. Bee (S| BOC OG Des a 
~ Q. Don’t you think ‘ne would sulin tothe starapéact, 
if it was modified, the obnoxious parts taken out, and thé’ 
duty reduced to some particulars of small moment? Jk 
A. No; they will never submit'to it. 218) Se Goaes 
Qs: Whatido you: think’ is*the reason that the’ peoplé“in’ 
America increase’ faster than in England? (6) ve sie) 98 88 
whe Because ia MBE Pe wai more generally. ©” 
»Q) Why'so?: iI ' sb, ymodd vat ¥eq.oi shi 
Ax Because any young couple that’ are industrious, may 
easily obtain land of their bili on es they ean'Faibe a fa" 
mily,? oF gem) goers 21 GOSd .Gith DID Tye dncdwy att () 


GintittA: ippbey 10 8S bE ISG ai Geble 


28> 


“© Some of the colonies had been beater tot Aid necessity of bat-" 
tering, forthe’ want of a medium of traffic. . te 


® See'Dr. Franklin’s “ peers ™ Pag 9 y Countries, . wieee* 
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Q: Are not the lower rank of people enn 


in America than’in England? |. . pining ihe 
A. They may be so, if. ssa are sober we align jas 
they are better paid for their labor. tS SN 


Q. What is your opigion of a future tax, imposed on thé 
same principle with that of the stamp-act ; how would the 
Americans receive it? 5 Sacks 

A. Just as they do this: They would not pay eS A. 

Q@. Have not you heard:of the resolutions of this House, 
and of the House of Lords, asserting the right of parliament 
relating to America, imcluding a aspehi, to tax the people 


there fiidtscayi : reid Leena Of sake oe 
. «Ai Yes, I have heard of such sdetails rieqey gablmar 
Q. What will be the opinion of the nicliaatis on those 
resolutions? 4 valosndt Jaca cloaged 


A. They will think ise inksonoidonieniil and unjust. 

» Q. Was it an opinion in America before: ar Gtipellndde 
ettlibmien had no right to lay taxes and duties there?y) © 9 

A. 1 never heard any objection to: the right of laying dus 
ties to regulate commerce ; but.a right to lay internal taxes 
was never supposed to be in wena as we are not repre- 


sented there. i eves, ao meeaak: 
—Q..On what do you found your epinion, thatthe peopl 
in America made any such distinction? = digg 


~ A. I know. that whenever the subject has occurred.in 
conversation where I have been present, it has appeared to 
be the opinion of every one, that we could not be taxed.in a 
parliament where we were not represented. But the pay- 
ment of dutieslaid»by ‘act’ of ' iS abate as regulations’ of 
commerce, was never disputed. eT 

~Q. But can you name any act of snail or rp at 
of any of your governments, that made such distinction ? | 

A. Ido not know that there was any; I think dere was 
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never an occasion to make any such act, till now that you 
have attempted to tax us: that has occasioned resolutions of 
assembly, declaring the distinction; in which I think every 
_assembly on the continent, and every member in every asseme 
bly, have been unanimous. 

Q. What then could occasion conversations on the sles 
before that time? 

A. ‘There was in 1754 a ncciddnition made (I think it came 
from hence) that. in case of a war, which was then appre- 
hended, the governors of the colonies should meet, and order 
the levying of troops, building of forts, and taking every other 
necessary measure for the general defence; and should draw 
on the treasury here for the sums expended; which were 
_ afterwards to be raised in the colonies by a general tax, to be 
laid on them by act of parliament. This occasioned a 
good deal of conversation on the subject; and the general 
opinion was, that the parliament neither would nor could lay 
any tax on us, till we were duly represented in parliament; 
because it was not just, nor yew to the nature of an 
nae constitution. 

_Q. Do not you know there was a time in Nez York, 
mites it was under consideration to make an application to 
parliament to lay taxes on that colony, upon a deficieticy 
arising from the assembly’s refusing or neglecting to raise the 
necessary supplies for the support of the civil government? 

» A. 1 never heard of it. : 

Q. There was such an application under consideration in 
New York ;~—and do you apprehend they could suppose the 
sight of parliament to lay a tax in America was only local, 
and confined to the case of a deficiency in a particular colony, 
by arefusal of its.assembly to raise the necessary supplies ? 

A. They could not suppose such a case, as that the assem- 
bly would not raise the necessary supplies to support its 
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own. government. An assembly that would refuse: it must. 
want common sense; which cannot be supposed.—L think. . 
there was never any such. case at New York, and that it 
must be a misrepresentation, or the fact must be misun- 
derstood. I know. there. have been some attempts, by 
ministerial instructions to oblige the assemblies to settle per~ 
manent salaries on governors, which they wisely refused to 
do; but I believe no assembly of New York, or any other 
colony, ever refused duly to support government by proper 
allowances, from time to time, to public officers. 9) 4 )ss0 

.Q. But in case a governor, acting by instruction, should 
call on. an assembly to raise the necessary supplies, and the 
assembly should refuse to do it, do. you not thmk at: would 
then be for the good of the people of that colony, as well as: 
necessary to government, that the . pili should tax. 
them ? | wore fA 

A. I do not sik it sine ies necessary... If Higley 
could possibly be so absurd.as to refuse raising the: supplies: 
requisite for the maintenance of government among ‘them, 
they could not long remain in such a situation ;) the disorders 
and confusion occasioned: by it must soon bring; them, a 


reason. y son nt 1h hed? 
Q. If it Pode ie not, otalltia not dh indi to. be in Great» 
Britain of applying.a remedy? . . ¢so0¢ od hy ae 


Baik right, only to be-used in such a case, L sivesle have 
no objection to; supposing it to be used — ants + lil 
of the people of the colony. . | 

Q. But who is to judge of lables or eile bolle Bia, 

A. Those that feel can best judges) xi comonhatap ie 

Q. You say the colonies have always submitted to witolins 
taxes, and object to the right of parliament only in laying» 
internal taxes ; now’ can ad show, that .there is sie gy of 
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difference vitonaes the two tares\to pithe colony on which dad 
may be laid? : : | 

Nihal ehinkehe differance ia very great. An external tax 
is aiduty laid on commodities imported’; that duty is added 
to’ the first cost’ and other charges on the commodity, ‘and 
when it'is-offered to sale, makés a part cf the price. If the’ 
people do not like it atithat price, they refuse it; they are 
not obliged to payit. But an internal tax is forced from 
the people without their consent, if not laid by their own 
representatives. The stamp-act says, we shall have no com- 
merce, make no exchange of property with each ‘other, 
neither purchase nor grant, nor’ recover debts; we shall 
neither marry nor make our wills, unless we pay such ‘and 
such sums ;°and thus it is intended to extort our money from 
us, or ruin us by the consequences of refusing to pay it.” 

» Q. But supposing the internal tax to be laid on the neces- 
saries of life imported into your colony, will not that be aie 
samie thing in 3ts effects as an internal tax ? 
~ tA. L donot knowa single article imported into the north- 
ern) pain eh but what a3 can either do without, or make 
themselves: i 

Q. Do. not -you think. leat from Hwang absolutely ne- 
cessary to them?) | 

A. No, by no means absolutely necessary 5 with ‘dua 
let good’ management, they may very weil tppyy themselves 
withall-they wants?) 0) | 

Q. Will it not take a long time to estab that manufac- 
ture among them; and must ial not in the mean ‘while 
suffer greatly ? | | 
_ 16d. be think not. They ‘have made a surprising progress 
already :.and 1 am of ‘opision that before their old clothes 
are worn out, they will have’new ones of their own making. 

.Q. Can they possibly find wool enough in North America? 
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A. They have taken steps to increase the wool. They 
entered into general combinations to eat no lamb ; and very 
few lambs were killed last year. This course persisted in, 
will soon make a prodigious difference in the quantity of 
wool. And the establishing of great manufactories, ‘like 
those in the clothing towns here, is not necessary, as it is 
where the business is to be carried on for the si : 
trade. The people will all spin, and work for passer 
their own houses, ~ 

Q. Can there be wool sit en ee irs in — 
two years? | 

A. In three years, I think, there may. 

Q. Does not the severity of the winter, in the northerw 
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colonies, occasion the wool to be of bad quality? > 

A,.-No; the wool is very fine and good. pee HON 

Q. In the more southern colonies, as in Virginia, in hot. 
you know the wool is Coarse, and only a kind of hair?’ 

A. \ do not know it. I never heard it. Yet Ihave Sas 
sometimes in Virginia. I cannot say I ever took particular 
notice of the wool there; but I believe it is good, though I 
cannot speak positively of it; but Virginia, and the colonies 
south of it, have less occasion for wool; théir winters are 
short, and not very severe; and they can very well ‘clothe 
themselves with linen and cotton oe their own aT for ‘the 
rest of the year. fv enh ella 

Q. Are not the people in the more northerer colonies 
obliged to fodder their sheep all the winter? | 

A. Yn some of the most northern colonies aa sion 
obliged to do it, some part of the winter. a 

Q. Considering the resolutions of parliament,* as. to the 
right ; do you think, if the stamp-act 15 repealed, that thé 
atorth Americans will be satisfied? =~ : 


* Afterwards expressed in the declaratory act. 
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A, SD believe they will. 

Q. Why do you think so? 

» A, 1 think the resolutions) of mght will give them very 
little concern, if they are never attempted to be carried inte: 
practice. ‘The colonies will probably consider themselves in 
the same situation, in that respect, with Ireland ;, they know 
you claim the same right with regard to Ireland, but you 
never exercise it. And they may. believe you never will 
exercise it in the colonies, any more than in Ireland, unless 
on some, very extraordinary occasion. ; fs 

Q. But who are to be the haha of that  extrordinay 
occasion ? 


Vé A hve “ 
ta le 


A. Though the parliament may idee a the ‘oaticalem. 
the people will think it) can never. exercise such right, till 
representatives from the colonies are admitted. into, parlia; 
ment ; and that whenever the occasion arises, hentia 
will be orderedsiic cco. 

_Q. Did you never, hear, Shas, ‘Maryland, dating the eh 
war, had refused to, furnish a quota towards the common 
defence? . 
pe’ Masbland. has beak fal scaivensibitiiea: in that mats 
ter. Maryland, to my knowledge, never refused to con- 
tribute,’ or grant aids to the crown. The assemblies ever y 
year, during the war, voted pcihiad sartali sums, and formed 
bills to raise them. ‘The bills were, according to, the con- 
stitution of that proyince, sent up to the council, or upper 
house, for concurrence, that they might be presented to the 
governor, in order to be enacted into laws. Unhappy dis- 
putes between the two houses, arising from the defects of 
that constitution principally, rendered all the bills but one or 
two abortive. The Proprietary’ $ council rejected them. it: 
is true, Maryland did not contribute its proportion ; but it 


~ 


368 ) APPENDIX. NO. LV; 


was, in my opinion, the fault of the governinent, not of the 
people. : 
Q. Was it not talked of in the other provinces as’a proper 
measure ‘to apply to parliament to compel them? | 
» A. T have heard such discourse; but as it was well 
known, that the people were not to blame, no such applica: 
tion was ever made, nor any step taken towards it. 
Q. Was it not proposed at a public meeting? 
A. Not that I know of. 
Q. Do you remember the abolishing of the paper curs 
rency in New England by act of assembly? $3 
A. I do remember its being abolished in the Massachu- 
setts Bay. ith 1 
Q. Was not Lieutenant-Governor Padget Principal 
cea in that transaction ? 
' A. Uhave heard so. 
Q. Was it not at that time a very sipanell law ?. 
A, I believe it might, though I can‘say little abot 7” as 
I lived at a distance from that province. | 
Q. Was not the scarcity of gold and silver an » argument 
used against abolishing the: paper « veal 2 lt, Bs 
A. I suppose it was." _ boslielé “aot 
Q. What is the present opinion there sd sat Jaw > is 
it as unpopular as it was at first ? . Ld 
A. \-think it is not. *y Anos ae ot Whid 
-Q. Have not instructions from hence been sometimes’ sent 
ayer to governors highly oppressive and unpolitical? . 
A. Yes. : I ae 


‘ ‘ 
= 


a See Dr. Franklin’s answer to the report of the board of trade, of 
Feb. 9, 1764, intitled, “ Remarks and Facts relative to American Paper 
Money.” Writtnes, Part I, See. i. ) 
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Q. Have not some governors dispensed with them nd 
; that reason ? | 

A. Yes; I biirse heard so, 

Q. Did the Americans ever dispute the controlling power 
of parliament to regulate their commerce f 

A. No. . ) 

Q. Can any thing less than a military force carry the 


stamp act into execution ?_ 
A. I do not see how a 1 military force can ‘be saplied to 


B® 


that purpose. 7 
Q. Why may it not? 
A, Suppose a military force sent into America, they will 

find nobody in arms ; what are they then to do? “They can- 

not force a.man-to take stamps who chooses to do without 
them. They will not find a rebellion + ace ‘may indeed 
~ make one. 

Q. If the act is not repealed, what do you ‘think will be 
the consequences? 

A. A total loss of the respect and affection the people of 
America bear to this country ; ; and of all the commerce that 
depends on that respect and affection. . 

Q. How can the commerce be affected? 

A. You will find, that if the act is not repealed, they will 
take very little of your manufactures in a short time, ght 

Q. Is it in their power to do without them? 

_A, I think they may very well do without them. 

Q. Is it their interest not to take them? 

A, The goods they take from Britain are either necessa- 
ries, mere conveniences, or superfluities. ‘The first, as cloth, 
&c. with a little industry they can make at home; the second 
they can do without, till they are able to provide them among 
themselves ; and the last, which are much the greatest part, 
they will strike off immediately. They are mere articles of 

VOL. If. | 2A 
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fashion, purchased . me consumed, because the fashion in a 
respected country, but will now be detested and rejected. 
' The people have already struck off, by general agreement, 
the use of all goods fashionable in mournings ; and many 
thousand pounds worth are sent back as uel) 

Q. Is it their interest to make cloth at home? me 

A, I think they may at present get it cheaper from Britain, 
I mean of the same fineness and neatness of workmanship ; 
but when one considers other circumstances, the restraints 
on their trade, and the difficulty of making remittances, it 
is their interest to make every thing. ‘ 

Q. Suppose an act of internal ‘i hlaton canneeied with 
a tax, how would they receive it ?. 

A. I think it would be objected to. 

_Q. Then no regulation with a tax would be submitted a ° 

A. Their opinion is, that when aids to the crown are 


° 
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wanted, they are to be asked of the several assemblies, ac- 
cording to the old established usage, who will, as they 
‘always haye done, grant them freely. And that their money 
ought not to be given away, without their consent, _by per- 
sons at a distance, unacquainted with their circumstances and 
abilities. The granting aids.to the crown is the only means 
they have of recommending themselves to their sovereign ; 
and they think it extremely hard and unjust, that a body. of 
men, in which they have no representatives, should make a 
merit to itself of giving and granting what is not its own, 
but theirs ; and deprive them of a night they esteem of the 
utmost value and importance, as it is the sanity of all their 
other rights. : ) 

Q. But is not the posteaffinssn which aad have loa re+ 
ceived, a tax as well as a regulation? 

A..No; the money paid for the postage af a letter i is that 
of the nature of a tax ; at is merely a quantum meruit for 


\ 
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a service done; no person is compellable to pay the money, 
if he does not choose to receive the service. A man may 
still, as before the-act, send his letter by a servant, a special 
messenger, or a friend, if he thmks it cheaper and safer. 

Q. But do they not consider the regulations of the post- 
office, by the act of last year, as a tax? 

A. By the regulations of last year the rate of postage was 
generally abated near thirty per cent. through all America ; 
they certainly cannot consider such abatement as.a4 tax. . 

Q. If an excise was laid by parliament, which they might 
likewise avoid paying, by not consuming the articles excised, 
would they then ‘not object to it? ! 

A. They would certainly object to it, as an excise is un- 
connected with any service done, and is merely an aid which 
they think ought to be asked of them, and granted by them, 
if they are to pay it; and can be. granted: for them by no 
others whatsoever, whom they have not empowered for that 
purpose. . Haid 

Q. You say they do not object to the right of parliament, 
in laying duties on goods to be paid on their importation ; 
now, is’ there any kind of difference between'a duty on the 
importation of goods, and an excise on their consumption ? 

A. Yes; a very material one: an excise, for the reasons 
i have just mentioned, they think you can have no right to 
lay within their country. But the sea is yours: you.main- 
tain, by your fleets, the safety of navigation on it, and keep 
it. clear’ of pirates; you may have therefore a natural and 
equitable right to some fof/ or duty on merchandises carried 
through that part of your dominions, towards defraying the 
expense you are at, in ships to maintain the safety of that 
carriage. : 

‘Q. Does this reasoning hold in the case of a duty laid on 
_the produce of their lands exported; and would they not 
then object to such a duty ? 
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A.Tf it tended to make the produce so much dearer 
abroad as -to Jessen the demand for it, to be sure they would 
object to. such a duty; not to your right of laying it; but 
they would i i ig of it as a wept notin thes a to 
lighten it. yee 

Q. Is not the duty cid on the tobacco exported a ty 
of ‘that kind ? 

‘A. That, Ithmk, is only on tobacco carried coast-wise - 
from one colony to another, and appropriated asa fund for 
ep ponents} the college at Williamsburgh in Virginia. © 

~Q. Have ‘not the assemblies in the. West Indies the same 
natural rights with those in North America? 5 

“4. Undoubtedly. Lesean) ring nr ean 

Q: And is there not a tax laid there on their sugars ex- 
ported? ys rer Sen are 

A. 1 am‘not much pethidine with the West Indies’; fbi, 
the duty of four and a half per cent. on sugars exported icing 
I believe, granted by their own assemblies. OGG 

-Q.: How much ‘is the sini In your a 1188 on 
unmarried men? - pbs Ho oye a 

As It is, od sits fifteen shillings, to be — by 7 
single freeman, upwards of twenty-one years old.” ees 

Q. What: is the annual amount of ad/ the taxes in Penn- 
sylvania? 4 Bi coed : 

A. 1 suppose about 20,0007. sterling. 

Q. Supposing the stamp-act continued, and enforced, do_ 
you imagine that ill-humor will induce the Americans to 
give as much for worse nisragelni tio of their bie: “ use - 


Fe 


them, preferably to better of ours? 
“A. Yes, I think so. People will pay as freely to ray 
one passion as another : their resentment, as their pride.” 
-Q.° Would the people at Boston discontinue their trade? 
“A, The-merchants are a. may ‘smnall number: compated , 
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with the body of the people, and must discontinue their 
trade if nobody will buy their goods. AN gh at 

Q. What are the body. of the people in the colonies? 
~ A, They are farmers, husbandmen, or planters. 

Q. Would they suffer the produce of their lands to rot? 

A. No; but they would not raise so much. wo would 
: Daidithetare more, and plough less. 

Q. Would ‘they live without the administration of hittice 
in civil matters, and suffer all the inconveniences of such a 
situation for any considerable time, rather than take the 
stamps ; supposing the stamps were protected by a sufficient 
force, where every one might have them ? 

A. J think the supposition impracticable, that the stamps 
should be so pretected as that every one might have then». 
The act requires sub-distributors to be appointed in every 
county town, district, and village ; and they would be neces- 
sary. But the principal distributors, who were to have had 
a considerable profit on tlfe whole, have not thought it worth 
while to continue in the office; and I think it impossible to 
find sub-distributors fit to be trusted, who, for the triflmg 
profit that must come to their share, would incur the odium, 
and run the hazard that would attend it; and if they could 
be found, I think it impracticable to protect the stamps in so 
many distant.and remote places. 

‘Q. But in places where they could be protected, would 
not the people use them rather than remain in such a situa- 
tion, unable to obtain any right, or recover, by law, any 


debt? : 
A. It is hard to say what they woulddo. I can only ‘tides 


_ what other people will think, and how they will act, by what 
I feel within myself.’ I have a great many debts due to me 
in America, and I had rather they should remain unrecover- 
able by any law, than submit to the stamp-act. “They will be 
debts of honor. It is my opinion the people will either con~ 
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tinue in that situation, or find some way to extricate them- 
selves, perhaps by generally agreeing to proceed in the courts 
without stamps. 

Q. What do you think a rep military ‘Sane to iro. 
tect the distribution of the stamps in every part of America? 

A. A very great force. 1 cannot say what, if the disposi- 
tion of America is for a general resistance. 

_Q. What is the number of men in America able to bear 
arms, or of disciplined militia? - 

A. There are, | suppose, at least-—-— 


[Question objected to. He withdrew. Called in again.] 


Q. Is the American stamp-act an equal tax on the country ¢ 

A. I think not. 

Q. Why so? 7 

A, The greater part of the money must arise ‘fiers lay 
suits for the recovery of debts; and be paid by the lower sort 
of people, who were too poor easily to pay their debts. It 
is therefore’a heavy tax on the poor, and a tax upon them. for 
being poor. 

Q. But will not this increase of expense _ be a means of 
lessening the number of law-suits ? 

A. I think not; for as the costs all fall upon the debtor, 
and are to be ae by him, they would be no discouragement 
to the creditor to bring his action. 

Q. Would it not have the effect of excessive usury 

A. Yes, as an oppression of the debtor. 

» Q. How many ships are there laden annually i in North 
America with flax-seed for Ireland ? 

A. [cannot speak to the number of ships, but I sal that 
in 1752, ten thousand hogsheads of flax-seed, each containing 
seven bushels, were exported from Philadelphia to Ireland. 
I suppose the quantity is greatly increased since that time ; 


a 
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and it is understood that the expor tation from New York ig 
equal to that from Philadelphia. | ' 

Q. What becomes of the flax that grows with that flax-seed? 

A. 'They manufacture some into coarse, and some into a 
middling kind of linen. | 

Q. Are there any slifting-mills in America ? 

A, \ think there are three, but I believe only one at present 
employed. I suppose they will all be set to work, if the in- 
terruption of the trade continues. 

Q. Are there any fulling-mills there? 

A. A great many. 

Q. Did you never hear that a great quantity of stockings 
were contracted for, for the army, during the war, and manu- 
factured in Philadelphia ? 

A. I have heard so. 

Q. If the stamp-act should be paplitea, vwsiad not the 
Americans think they could oblige the parliament to repeal 
every external tax-law now in force? 

A, It is hard to answer questions of what people at stich" 
distance will think. 

Q. But what do you imagine they will think were the mo- 
tives of repealing the act ? 

A, I suppose they will think that it was repealed froma 
conviction of its inexpediency; and they will rely upon it, 
that while the same inexpediency subsists, you will never at- 
tempt to make such another. 

Q. What do you mean by its inexpediency ? 

A. I mean its inexpediency on several accounts: the po- 
verty and inability of those who were to pay the tax; the: 
general discontent it has occasioned; and the impracticability 
of enforcing it. , 

Q. If the act should be repealed, and the legislature should 
shew its resentment to the opposers of the stamp-act, would’ 
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the colonies: acquiesce: in the authority. of the legislature ? 
What is your opinion they would do? : 
A. I don’t doubt at all, that if the Seiad repeal the 
stamp act, the colonies will acquiesce in the authority... _ 
Q. But if the legislature should think fit to ascertain. its 
right to lay taxes, by any act laying a small tax, contrary. to 
their opinion, would they submit to pay the tax ? as 
A. The proceedings of the people in America have been 
considered too much together. ‘The proceedings of the as- 
semblies have been-very different from those of the mobs; 
and should be distinguished, as having no connexion with 
each other. The assemblies have only peaceably resolved 
what they take to be their rights: they have taken no mea- 
sures for opposition by force, they have not built a fort, 
raised a man, or provided a grain of ammunition, in order to 
such opposition. The ringleaders of riots they think ought to 
be punished ; they would punish them themselves, if they 
could. Every sober sensible man would wish to see rioters 
punished, as otherwise peaceable people have no security of 
person or estate. Butas to an internal tax, how small soever, 
laid by the legislature hete on the people there, while they 
have no representatives im this legislature, I think it will never 
he submitted to: they will oppose it to the last—T hey do 
~not consider it as at all necessary for you to raise money on 
“them by your taxes; because they are, and always have been, 
ready to raise money by taxes among themselves, and to grant 
large sums equal to their abilities; upon requisition from 
the crown, They haye not only. granted equal to their 
abilities, but, during all the last war, they. granted far beyond 
their abilities, and beyond their proportion with this country, 
(you yourselves being judges,) to the amount of many hun- 
dred thousand pounds: and this they did freely and readily, 
gnly.on a.sort of promise, from the secretary of state, that it 
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should be recommended to parliament to make them compen- 
sation. It was accordingly recommended to parliament, in 
the most honorable manner for them.—America has been 
greatly misrepresented and abused here, in papers, and pam- 
phlets, and speeches, as ungrateful, and unreasonable, and 
unjust, in having put this nation to immense expense for their 
defence, and refusing’ to bear any part of that expense. ‘The 
colonies raised, paid, and clothed, near twenty-five thousand 
men during the last war; a number equal to those sent from 


Brita, and far beyond their proportion; they went deeply 


into debt in doing this, and all their taxes and estates are mort- 
gaged, for many years to come, for discharging that debt. 
Government here was at that time very sensible of this. The 
colonies were recommended to parliament. Every year the 
king sent down to the house a written message to this purpose : 


_ ¢ That his Majesty, beng highly sensible of the zeal and vigor 


with which his faithful subjects in North America had exerted 
themselves, in defence of his Majesty’s just rights aud posses- 
sions ; recommended it to the house to take the saine into 
consideration, and enable him to give them a proper compen- 
sation.’ - You wiill find those messages on your own journals 
every year of the warto the very last; and you did accordingly 
give £200,000 annually to the crown, to be distributed in 
such compensation to the colonies. ‘This is the strongest of 
all proofs that the colonies, far from being unwilling to bear 


a share of the burthen, did exceed their proportion; for if 


they had done less, or had only equalled their proportion, 
there would have been no room or reason for compensation. 
Indeed the sums reimbursed them were by no means adequate 
tothe expense they incurred beyond their proportion: but 
they never murmured at that ; they esteem their sovereign’s 
approbation of their zeal and fidelity, and the approbation of 
this house far beyond any other kind of compensation: there- 
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fore there was no occasion for this act, to” fone money from a 
willing people: they had not refused giving money for the’ 
purposes of the act: no requisition had been made: they were 
always willing and ready to do what could reasonably be 
expected from them; and in this light they wish to be con= 


mee wad |: 


sidered. 

-Q. But suppose Great Britain should be etipanbe ina war 
tn Kurope, w ould North America contribute to the re 
of it? 14 car's 

A. 1 do think they would, as far as their circumstances 
would permit. They consider themselves as a part of the 
British empire, and as having one common interest with it: 
they may be looked on here as foreigners, but they do not 
corisider themselves as such. ‘They are zealous for the honor 
and prosperity of this nation; and, while they are well used, 
will always be ready to support it, as far as their little power 
goes. In 1739 they were called upon to assist in the expedi- 
tion against Carthagena, and they sent three thousand men to’ 
join your army.’ It is true Carthagena is in America, but: 
as'remote from the northern colonies, as if it had been in Eu-’ 
rope. They make no distinction of wars, as to’ their duty of 
assisting in them. I know the last war is commonly spoken’ 
of here as entered into for the defence, or for the sake of the 
people in America. I think it is quite misunderstood. It 
began about the limits between Canada and Nova Scotia ; 
about territories to which the crown indeed laid claim, but 
which were not claimed by any British colony: none of the 
lands had been granted to any colonist ; we had therefore no 
‘particular concern or interést in that dispute. As to the Ohio, 
the contest there began about your right of tradmg in the: 

ik: A Meh Teme Etats 

* Admiral Vernon and General Wentworth commanded this expe~’ 

dition; with what success is well known. | 
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Indian country, a right you had by the treaty of Utrecht, 
which the French infringed: they seized the traders and their 
goods, which were your manufactures ; they took a fort which 
a company of your merchants, and their factors and corre- 
spondents had erected there, to secure that trade. Braddock 
was sent with an army to retake that fort (which was looked 
on here as another encroachment on the king’s territory) and 
to protect your trade. It was not till after his defeat that the 
colonies were attacked.* They were before in perfect peace 
with both French and Indians; the troops were not therefore 
sent for their defence. The trade with the Indians, though 
carried on in America, is not an American interest. ‘The — 
_ people of America are chiefly farmers and planters; scarce 
any thing that they raise or produce is an article of commerce 
with the Indians. The Indian trade is a British interest 3 it 
is carried on with British manufactures, for the profit of Bri- 
tish merchants and manufacturers ; therefore the war, as it 
commenced for the defence of territories of the crown (the 
property of no American) and for the defence of a trade purely 
British, was really a British war—and yet the people of 
America made no scruple of contributing their utmost towards 
carrying it on, and bringing it to a happy conclusion. 

Q. Do you think then that the taking possession of the 
king’s territorial rights, and strengthening the frontiers, is not 
an American interest? 

A. Not particularly ; but conjointly a British and Ameri- 
can interest, 


* When this army was in the utmost distress for the want of wag- 
gons, &c. Dr. Franklin and his son voluntarily traversed the country, in 
order to collect a sufficient quantity ; and they had zeal and address 
enough to effect their purpose, upon pledging themselves to the amount 
of many thousand pounds, for payment; of which there still remains a 
balance due to Dr. F.—See an account of this transaction in Memorrs 
of Lire, Part II. p. 208. 
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~ Q. You will not deny that the preceding war, the war with 
Spain, was entered into for the sake of America; was it not 
occasioned by captures made in the American seas? 
A. Yes; captures of ships carrying on the British trade 
there with British manufactures. aor 
-Q. Was not the late war with the Indians, since the peace 
with France, a war for America only? ne 
A, Yes; it was more particularly for America than the 
former; but it was rather a consequence or remains of the 
former war, the Indians not having been thoroughly pacified ; 
and the Americans bore by much the greatest share of the 
expense. It was put an end to by the army under General 
‘Bouquet; there were not above three hundred regulars in 1 that 
army, and above one thousand Pennsylvanians. uae 
Q.: Is it not necessary to send troops to America, to defend 
the Americans against the Indians? ta 
A. No, by no means: it never was necessary. They de- 
fended themselves when they were but an handful, and the 
Indians much more numerous, ‘They continually gained 
ground, and have driven the Indians over the mountains, 
without any troops sent to their assistance from this country. 
And can.it be thought necessary now to send troops for their 
defence from those diminished Indian tribes, when the colo- 
nies are become so populous and so strong? There is not the 
least occasion for it; they are very able.to defend themselves, 
- Q. Do you say there were no more than three hundred © 
regular troops employed in the late Indian war? . / 
A. Not onthe Ohio, or the frontiers of Diieentbiakel 
which was the chief part of the war that affected the colonies. 
There were garrisons at Niagara, Fort Detroit, and those 
remote posts kept for the sake of your trade: I did not, 
reckon: them ; but I believe that on the whole the number. of — 
Americans, or provincial troops. employed in the wary was. 
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greater than that of ni ava I am not certain, but I 
think so. ct pons 

Q. Do you think the assemblies have a right to levy money 
on the subject there, to grant to the crown? 

A. I certainly think so; they have always done it. 

~Q. Are they acquainted with the declaration of rights? 

and do they know that, by that statute, money is not to be 
raised on the subject but by consent of parliament? 

A. They are very well acquainted with it. 

Q. How then can they think they have a right to lety 
‘money for the crown, or for any other than local purposes ? 

A. They understand that clause to relate to subjects only 
within the realm; that no money can be levied on them for 
the crown, but by consent of parliament. The colonies are 
not supposed to be within the realm ; they have assemblies of 
their own, which are their warttntnnits; and they are, in that 
respect, im the same situation with Ireland. When money is 
to be raised for the crown upon the subject in Ireland, or in 
the colonies, the consent is given in the parliament of Ireland, 
or in the assemblies of the colonies. They think the parlia- 
ment of Great Britain cannot properly give that consent, till 
it has representatives from America; for the petition of right 
expressly says, it is to be by common consent of parliament ; 
and the people of America have no representatives in parlia- 
ment, fo make a part of that common consent. | 

Q. If the stamp-act should be repealed, and an act should 
pass, ordering the assemblies of the colonies to indemnify the 
sufferers by the riots, would they obey it? 

A. ‘That is a question | cannot answer. yh: 

Q. Suppose the king should require the colonies to prank 
a revenue, and the parliament should be against their doing it; 
do they think they can grant a revenué to the king without | 
the consent of the parliament of Great Britain ? 

A, That is a deep question—As to my own opinion, I 
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should thiuk myself at liberty to do it, and should do it, if I 

liked the occasion. 
~Q. When money has been raised in the colonies, door re- 

quisitions, has it not been granted to the king ?. i 

A. Yes, always; but the requisitions have generally been 
for some service expressed, as to aes clothe, and pay troops; F. 
and not for money only. 

Q. If the act should pass, requiring the American assem- 
blies to make compensation to the sufferers, and they should 
disobey it, and then the parliament should, by another act, 
lay an internal tax, would they then obey it? 

‘A. The people will pay no internal tax; and I think an 
act to oblige the assemblies to make compensation is unne- 
cessary ; for I am of opinion, that as soon as the present heats 
_are abated, they will take the matter into consideration, and 
if it is right to be done, they will do it of themselves. 

Q: Do not letters often come into the post-office in Ame- 
rica, directed to some inland town where no pose goes? 

A, Lea. . a 

Q. Can any private person take up those letters, and carry 
them as directed? 

A. Yes: any friend of the person may do it, paying the 
‘postage that has accrued. 

Q. But must not he pay an additional postage for the dis- 
tance to such inland town ? 

A. No. , 

Q. Can the post-master answer delivering the letter, with- 
out being paid such additional postage? 

A, Certainly he can ‘demand nothing, where he does’ no 
service. es: 

Q. Suppose a person, being far from home, finds a letter 
m a post- -office, directed to him, and he lives in a place to 
which the post generally goes, and the letter is directed to 
that place, will the post-master deliver him the letter, wiles 
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out his paying the partige receivable at the place to which 
‘the letter 1 is directed? ; 
, 4. Yes; the office cannot demand: postage for a letter that 
it does not carry, or further than it does carry it. 
_ Q. Are not ferrymen in America obliged, by act of parlia- 
ment, to carry over the posts without pay ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Is not this a tax on the ferrymen ? 

A, They do not consider it as such, as they have an ad- 
-vantage froin persons travelling with the post.. ° 

_ Q. If the stamp-act should be repealed, and the crown 

should make a requisition to the colonies for a sum of money, 
would they grant it? 

A. I believe they would. 

Q. Why do you think so? . dh aad 

A. I can speak for the colony I live in: [had it in instrue- 
tion from the assembly to assure the ministry, that as they 
always had done, so they.should always think it their duty, to 
grant such aids to the crown as were suitable to their circum- 
stances and abilities, whenever called upon for that purpose, 
in the usual constitutional manner; and I had the honor of 
communicating this instruction to that honorable gentlemaa 
then minister. ? 


* The following is supposed to be the history of this transaction :— 
‘Until 1763, and the years following, whenever Great Britain wanted 
‘supplies directly from the colonies, the secretary of state, in his ma- 
jesty’s name, sent them a letter of requisition, in which the occasion 
for the supplies was expressed; and the colonies returned a free gift, 
the mode of levying which they wholly prescribed. At this period, a 
chancellor of the exchequer (Mr, George Grenville) steps forth and 
says tothe house of commons— We must call for money from the colonies 
an the way of « tax ;—and to the colony agents, write to your several 
colonies; andtell them, if they dislike a duty upon stamps, and prefer any 
other method of raising the money themselves, I shall be content, provided — 
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‘Q. Would they do this for a British concern ; as suppose 
a war in some part of Europe that did not affect theta } png 

A. Yes; for any thing that concerned the general interest. 
They consider themselves as part of the whole. ag. 

Q.. What is the usual constitutional manner of calling OW 
the colonies for aids ? As Ate 

A. A letter from the secretary of state. . 

Q. Is this all you mean; a letter from the secretary of 
state ¢ - BE hgh 

A. 1 mean the usual way of requisition; in a aerate: 

letter from the secretary of state, by his majesty’s command; 
reciting the occasion, and recommending it to the colonies to 
grant such aids as became their loyalty, and were suitable. to 
their abilities. 

Q. Did the secretary of state ever write’ for moe for fhe 
‘crown? — ve 
age rhe requisitions have been to raise, clothe and } py 
men, which cannot be done without Inodey 0) OOS Pe 


Q. Would they grant money alone, if called on? 2 iis oh 
A. In my opinion they would, money as wel as ‘men, 
when they have money, or can make it. UA Oe 


the amount be but raised. ¢ That is, chaatiod the colonies, when com- 
‘menting upon his terms, ¢ if we will not tax ourselves, as we may be 
directed, the parliament will tax us.-—Dr. Franklin’s instructions, 
spoken of above, related to this gracious option.—As the colonies 
could not choose ‘ another tar,’ while they disclaimed every tax ;—the 
parliament passed the stamp act. | ‘ 


It seems that the only part of the offer which bore a show of degds, 
was the grant of the mode of levying ;—and this was the only circum- 
stance which was not new. 6 


See Mr, Mauduit’s account of Mr. Grenville’s conference with the 
agents, confirmed by the agents for Georgia “ Virginia; and Mr. 
Burke’s speech in 1774. 
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Q. If the parliament should Keteil the stamp-act, will me 
assembly of Pennsylvania rescind their resolutions ? 

A. \ think not. 

Q. Before there was any thought of the stamp-act, did 
they wish for a representation in parliament ? 

A. No. 

Q. Don’t you know that there is, in the Pennsylvania 
charter, a1 express reservation of the right of parliament to 
lay taxes there ? 

A. \ know there isa clause in the charter, by which the 
king grants that he will levy no taxes on the inhabitants, un- 
less it be with the consent of the assembly, or by act of 
parliament. | 

Q. How then could the assembly of Pennsylvania assert, 
that laying a tax on them by the stamp-act was an infringe- 
ment of their rights ? 

A. Vhey understand it thus: by the same charter, and 
otherwise, they are entitled to all the privileges and liberties 
of Englishmen: they find in the great charters,. and the peti- 
tion and declaration of rights, that one of the privileges of 
English subjects is, that they are not to be taxed but by their 
common consent ; they have therefore relied upon it, fromthe 
first settlement of the province, that the’ parliament never 
would, nor could, by color of that clause in the charter, 
assume a right of taxing them, ¢ill it had qualified’ itself'tp 
‘exercise such right ; by admitting representatives’ fromthe 
people to be taxed, who ought to make'a part of that com- 
mon consent. | 

Q. Are there any words in the charter that provid that 
construction ? 

A, The common rights of Englishmen,’ as declared by 
Magna Charta, and the petition of right, all justify it. 

VOL, I. | 2B 
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Q: Does: eve iddthictioen between ° internal: and’ i 


taxes exist in the words of the charter ? Taree 
A. No, I believe not. fat ito all UR 
.Q. Then may they not, by the same interpretation, object 

to the parliament’s right of externaltaxation? © 9) 1) | 


A. They never have hitherto. Many arguments. bibs been 
lately used here to shew them that there-is no difference, and 
that if you have no right to tax them internally, you havenone 
to tax them externally, or make any other law to:bind:them. 
At present they do not reason so; but in time they: may pos- 
sibly be convinced by these arguments. PHne aT AaLRee POMBE 

-Q. Do not the resolutions of Pennsylvania say—all. taxes? 

A. Vf they do, they mean only internal taxes ; the:same 
words have not always the same meaning -here:and’ in the 
colonies.» By taxes they:mean internal taxes ;. by duties and 
mean customs; these are their ideas of languages) i 4 

»Q. Have you not seen the resolutions of the Massachusetts 


Bay assembly ? ayia / 8 Ger) 2 oatpaeygiamy 
As Thave. H4 tm: oe) yet + spond yah dies 
Q. Do they not say, that rietilite éalethalld nor sindeial 

taxes can be laid on them by parliament? =) fe aed 
A. 1 don’t know that they do: I believe. notessy yn IROL: 


»Q. If the same colony should say neither tax nor mposi- 
tion could: be laid, does not that province hold the power of 
_parliament'can lay neither? 0) | 
A, I suppose that by. the word sabaaniettiese sited davai 
intend to express duties to be laid on goods imported, as re- 
gulations of commerce. “4% 
Q. What.can the-colonies‘mean then by imposition, atic | 
tinct from taxes ‘ serves 
A. They may mean many things; as impressing. ofitnen, or 
of carriages, quartering troops on private ,houses, and. the 
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liken» there» may, be great» dee ale that are not mes 
taxes. 

» Q. Is not the post-office rate an ‘isa tax: laid iby act of ; 
pliant? 

A. I have answered that. 

@. Are all parts of the colonies equally ship to pay taxes? 
» A» No, certainly ;\ the frontier parts, which have been ra- 
vaged by the enemy, are greatly disabled by that means ;: and 
: one such cases, are usually favored in our)tax-laws. 

» Q. Can we at this distance be competent: judges. of what 
hin are necessary ? v9 velodiy, te 

A. The parliament have supposed it, oe elias a right 
to:make:tax-laws for America: I think it impossible.’ 

» Qe Would the repeal of ‘the stamp-act be | any discourage- 
ment of your manufactures Bee Wi ill: the people that haya eer 
to manufacture decline it? | 

A.. Yes, I think they will; especially if, at the same este 
the trade is opened again, so that remittancés; can: be easily 
made. I have known several instances that make itsprobable. 
In the war before last, tobacco being low, ‘and making little 
remittance, the people of Virginia went generally into. family- 

manufactures. \Afterwards, when tobacco bore a better price, 
‘they returned to the use of British manufactures. So: fulling- 
mills were very much disused in the last war:in Pennsylvania; 
because bills were then plenty, and vemittances could. easily 
bemade to Brita for English cloth and;other goods. | 

. Q. If the stamp-act should be repealed, would it induce 
the assemblies of America ‘to acknowledge. the rights\,of 
parliament to tax them, and. would | they. erase their reso- 
lutions ? 

A. No, never. | | , ) 

“Q..1s there no means a obliging them) to.erase those 
resolutions ? 
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A. None that 1 know of: they will never do it nnn 
} a by force of arms. j 
Q. Is there a power on earth that can force them to erase 
them ? eal 
A. No power, how great soever, can force men to chimge 
their opimions. | 
Q. Do they consider the post-office 2 as a tax, or as a 
Pals dd in 
_ A, Not as a tax, but asa regulation and <oiivehiline 
every. assembly encouraged it, and supported it in its infancy, 
by grants of money, which they would. not otherwise have 
done; and the people have always paid the postage. 
Q. When did you receive the instructions you mentioned? 
A. I brought them with me, when I came to Vise 
about fifteen months since. ax be aon 
~Q. When did you communicate that instruction to the 
minister ? ye 
A. Soon after my arrival,—while the small of shai 
rica was under consideration, and before the bill was brought 
in. deg ‘ 
Q. Would it be most for the interest of Great Britain to 
employ the hands of Virginia in tobacco, or in the manu- 
factures ? 3 
A. In tobacco, to be sure. 
Q. What used to be the pride of the Pde sai 
A. 'To indulge in the fashions and manufactures of Great 
Britain. : bgr 2 
Q. What is now their pride? | 
A. 'To wear their old clothes over again, till they can ‘make 
“new ones. 


Withdrew. paar) e 


See Appendix, p. 383. 
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Account of Governor Hutchinson's Letters, and the 
Examination of Dr. Franklin before a Committee 
of the British Privy Council. 


[Referred to, Partiii. p. 354, and seq. of MEMOIRS OF THE 
: Lirg.] | 


A B 


Governor Hurcuinson, lieutenant-governor Andrew 
Oliver, Charles Paxton, Esq., Nathaniel Rogers, Esq., and Mr. 
G. Roome, having sent from Boston certain representations and 
informations to Thomas Whately, Esq. member of parliament, 
private secretary to that Mr. George Grenville, who when in 
office was the father of the stamp act, and afterwards one of 
the lords of trade; these letters were placed by some friend 
to the interests of America, in the hands of Dr. Franklin, who, 
as an agent for the colonies, in discharge of his duty, had them | 
conveyed back to Boston. ‘The assembly of Massachusetts 
were so much exasperated, that they returned attested copies 
of the letters to England, accompanied by a petition and re- 
monstrance, for the removal of governor Hutchinson, and 
lieutenant-governor Andrew Oliver, from their posts. The 
council of Massachusetts likewise, on their own part, entered 
into thirteen resolves, in tendency and import similar to the 
petition of the assembly; five of which resolves were una- 
nimous, and only one of them had so many as _ three dissen- 
tients. In consequence of the assembly’s petition, the fol- 
lowing proceedings and examination took place. 
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Dr. Franklin had, from his station of agent for Pennsylvania 
and Massachusetts, naturally a large share in these transac- 
tions; having been also exposed to much indecent persecution, 
and attacks upon his character, by the ministers and their de- 
pendants, he was called upon by the natural constancy and 
vigor of his mind, to sustain himself and the trusts confided to 
him; and entered resolutely into those affairs. His exami- 
nation in 1766, (See Appendix No. iv.) had made an indelible 
impression on the government, from its force, its truth, the 
eapacity and equanimity of the man; and the jealousy excited 
by the overwhelming evidence. he. gave, which proved so 
clearly the ignorance of ministers, and the impolicy of their 
measures towards America, caused him thenceforth to be looked 
upon with an eye of suspicion, if not of hatred. In this tem- 
per of the ministers it was that he addressed the following let- 
ter, ‘with the memorial, to the secretary of state, . 


To the Right Hon. the Earl of Dartmouth. 
London, Musee 17734): , 
My Lorp, by ihe 
[have just received fi om the house of representatives 
of the Massachusetts Bay, their address to the king, which. 
I now enclose, and send to your lordship, with my humble 
request in their behalf, that you would be pleased to present 
it to his majesty the first convenient opportunity. 

[have the pleasure of hearing from that province by my 
jate letters, that a sincere disposition prevails in the people 
there to be on good terms with the mother country; that the 
assembly have declared their desire only to be put into the 
‘situation they were im before the stamp act: They aim at no. 
novelties. And it is said, that having lately discovered, as 
they think, the authors of their grievances to be some of. their 
‘own people, their resentment-against Britain is thence much 

abated. : 
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This good disposition of, theirs (will your lordship permit 
me to say) may be cultivated by a favorable answer to this, 
address, which I therefore hope your goodness will endeavor 
to obtain. 

With the greatest respect, 
I have the honor to be, my lord, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN, 
Agent for the House of Representatives. 


TO THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 


Mosr Gracious SovEREIGN, 

We your majesty’s loyal subjects, the representatives 
of your ancient colony of Massachusetts Bay, in general court 
legally. assembled, by virtue of your majesty’s writ under the 
hand and seal of the governor, beg leave to lay this our hum+ 
ble petition before your majesty. 

Nothing but the sense of duty we owe to our sovereign, 
and the obligation we are under to consult the peace and safety 
of the province, could induce us to remonstrate to your ,ma- 
jesty concerning the mal-conduct of persons, who have here- 
tofore had the confidence and esteem of this people; and 
whom your majesty has been pleased, from the purest motives 
of rendermg your subjects happy, to advance to the highest 
places of trust and authority in the province. 

Your majesty’s humble petitioners, with the deepest concern 
and anxiety, have seen the discords and animosities which 
have too long subsisted between your subjects of. the parent 
state. and those of the American colonies. And .we. have 
trembled with apprehensions that the consequences, naturally 
arising therefrom, would at length prove fatal. to both coun- 
tries. 

Permit. us. humbly to. sug aggest to your majesty, that your 
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subjects ‘here have been inclined to believe, that the grievances 
which they have suffered, and still continue to suffer, have 
been occasioned by your majesty’s ministers and principal 
servants being, unfortunately for us, misinformed in certam 
facts of very interesting importance to us. © It is for this rea- 
son that former assemblies have, from time to time, prepared 
a true state of facts to be laid before your majesty; but their 
humble remonstrances aud petitions, it is presumed, have by 
some means been prevented from reaching your royal hand. 
. Your majesty’s petitioners have very lately had before them 
certain papers, from which’ they humbly conceive it 1s most 
reasonable to suppose, that there has been long a conspiracy 
of evil men in this province, who have contemplated measures, 
and formed a plan to advance themselves to power, and raisé 
their own fortunes, by means destructive of the charter of the 
province, at the expense of the quiet of the nation, and to 
the annihilating. of the rights’ and liberties of the American 
colonies. ei BA 
And we do, with all due submission to your majesty, beg 
leave particularly to complain of the conduct of his excellency 
Thomas Hutchinson, Esq. governor, and the honorable An- 
drew Oliver, Esq. lieutenant-governor of this your majesty’s 
province, as having a natural and efficacious tendency to iné 
térrupt and alienate the affections of your majesty, our right+ 
ful sovereign, from this your loyal province; to destroy that 
harmony and good-will between Great Britain and this colony, 
which every honest subject should strive to establish; to ex- 
cite the resentment of the British administration against this 
province ; to defeat the endeavors of our agents and friends to 
serve us by a fair representation of our state of faéts; to pre- 
vent our humble and repeated petitions from reaching the ear 
of your majesty, or having their desired effect. And finally, 
that the said Thomas Hutchinson and Andrew Oliver have 
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been’ariong the:chief instruments in introducing a fleet and 
arthy into this province, to establish and perpetuate their plans; 
whereby they have been not only greatly instrumental in diss 
turbing the peace and harmony of the government, and caus- 
ing unnatural and hateful discords and animosities between the 
séveral parts of your majesty’s extensive dominions; but are 
justly chargeable with all that corruption of) morals,’ and all 
that confusion, misery, and bloodshed, which have been the 
natural effects of posting an army in a populous town, 
Wherefore we most humbly pray, that your majesty would 
be pleased to remove from their posts in this government the 
said Thomas Hutchinson, Esquire, and Andrew Oliver, Esq.; 
who have, by their above-mentioned conduct, and otherwise, 
rendered themselves justly obnoxious to your loving subjects, 
and entirely lost their confidence; and place such good and 
faithful men in’ their stead, as your majesty in your wisdom 
shall think fit. 
Inthe name and by order of the House of Representatives.’ — 
THOMAS CUSHING, Speaker. 
Lorp DartMOUTH’s ANSWER TO Dr. FRANLIN’s 
LETTER. 


Sandwell, 25th of August, 1773. 
Sir, bri 

I have received your letter of the 21st instant, together 
with anaddress of the house of representatives of the Mas- 
sachusetts Bay, which I shall not fail to lay before the king 
the next time I shall have the honor of being admitted into 
his presence. I cannot help expressing to you the pleasure 
it gives me to hear that a sincere disposition prevails in the 
people of that province to be on good terms with the mother 
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country, and my) earnest hope that, the time is.at no great, diss 3 
tance, when every ground of uneasiness will cease,. and the 
most, perfect tranquillity. and happiness be restored. to. the 
breasts of that people. | valor 
I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
DAREMA 

Biiianiates FRANKLIN, Eso. 
_ Both houses.at the same time joined in a sim to. tau 
Diacmontl on this subject, (dated June 29.) It came through 
Dr. Franklin’s hands, and he transmitted it to his lordship. ; 


nah i feito of the Mideokel iseetts ousernitn day, for some | 
time in the hands of the ministers; and in the beginning of the 
following year was taken up. Mr. Mauduit, who acted as - 
agent. for the governor, had several private conferences with 
the ministers, and addressed to the committee of the privy 
council, on, the 10th of J anuary 1774, the following letter: td 


Lo the Lords’ Committee of his Majesty’s Privy C ouncil 
for Plantation Affairs. 


THE PETITION OF ISRAEL MAUDUIT. 


Humbly sheweth unto your Lordships; 

THAT having been informed that an address, in the 
name of the house of representatives of his majesty’s colony of 
Massachusetts Bay, has been presented) to his: majesty by 
Benjamin Franklin, Esquire, praying the removal. of his ma- 
jesty’s governor and: lieutenant-governor, which is appomted 
to be taken into consideration on Thursday next; your peti- 
tioner, on the behalf of the said governor and lieutenant-go- 
vernor, humbly prays, that he may be heard. by counsel in re- 
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lation to the same, before your lordships shall make any meer 
on the said address. | 

. ISRAEL MAUDUIT.. i 
Clement’s Lane, Jan..10, 1774. 


- 


A controversy had taken place in the public prints between 
Mr. Thomas Whately’s brother and Mr. John Temple, aris- 
ing out of the manner in which the letters of Governor Hutch- 
imson, &c. had passed to Boston, from among the papers of 
Mr. Thomas Whately, who was at this time deceased. 

Mr. Whately wished to avoid the charge of having given 
them, Mr. Temple of having taken them. At length the dis- 
pute became so personal and pointed, that Mr.’Temple thought 
it necessary to call the surviving brother into the field. The 
letter of provocation appeared in the morning, and the parties 
met in the afternoon. Dr. Franklin was not then in town; 
and it was only after some interval that he received the intel- 
ligence. What had passed he could not foresee: but he con- 
sidered it to be his duty, and therefore he endeavored to pre- 
vent what still might otherwise onabet by publishing the fol- 
lowing article : + | 


TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 


Saints 


FINDING that two’ gentlemen have been unfortu- 
nately engaged in’ a duel, about a” transaction and its :circum- 
stances, of which both of them are totally ignorant and inno- 
cent; [ think it incumbent upon me to declare (for the pre- 
vention of farther mischief, as far as such a declaration may 
_ contribute to prevent it), that [ alone am ‘the person who ob- 
tained and transmitted to Boston the letters in question. Mr. 
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his possession ; and for the same reason, they could not be. 
taken from him by Mr. T —They were nut of the nature of 
private letters between friends. They were written by publie 
officers to persons in public stations, on public affairs, and 
intended to procure public measures; they were therefore 
handed to other public persons who dig be influenced by | 
them to produce those measures. Their tendency was to in- 
cense the mother country against her colonies, and by the steps 
recommended, to widen the breach; which they effected.— 
The chief caution expressed with a to privacy, was, to 
_ keep their contents from’ the colony agents, who the writers 
apprehended might return them, or copies of them to Ame- | 
rica. That apprehension was, it seems, well founded: for 
the first agent who laid his hands on them thought it his unt 
to transmit then to his constituents. 
B. FRANKLIN, 

Agent for the wie of ernie ag of MassachusettsBay. 


nse: Dee. 25, 1773. 


It will be seen by the dates, that this publication by Dr. 
Franklin, and the transactions which led to it, followed the 
presentation of the Massachusetts petition, and preceded the 
letter of Mr. Manduit to the council; and it will be seen in’ 
the narration that follows of the proceedings before the privy 
council, that these letters and publications were brought mto 
view, and produced effects. which aes to be a site 
lesson to statesmen. 

- The committee of | privy council met on the 11th of Lins 
LE PAs bn , Sa 
Prisent. Thedlord kann of the council 
The secretaries of ‘state; and many other’ dordsiei 
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Dr. Franklin and Mr. rinks agents for Pennsylvania 
and Massachusetts. 

Mr. Mauduit, agent for the governor of Massachusetts, 

with Mr. Wedderburn as his counsel. 

Dr. Franklin’s letter and the address, Mr. Pownall’s 
letter, and Mr. Mauduit’s petition, were read. 

Mr. Wedderburn. 'The address mentions certain papers : 
I could wish to be informed what are those papers. 

Dr. Franklin. 'They are the letters of Mr, Hutchinson 
and Mr. Oliver. 

Court. Have you brought them ? 

Dr. Franklin. Noy; but here are attested copies. 
~ Court. Do you mean to found a charge neap them ?—if 
you do, you must produce the letters. 

Dr. Franklin. These copies are attested by sich gen- 
tlemen at Boston, and a notary public. ) 

Mr. Wedderburn. My lords, we shall not take advantage 
of any imperfection in the proof. We admit that the letters 
are Mr. Hutchinson’s and Mr. Oliver’s hand-writing: re- 
serving to ourselves the right of i inquiring: how they were ob- 
tained. . | 

Dr. Franklin. I did not expect that counsel would have 
been employed on this occasion. 

Court. Had you not notice sent you of Mr. Maiduit’s 
having petitioned to be heard by counsel on behalf of the 
governor and lieutenant-governor. 

Dr. Franklin. 1 did receive such notice; but f thought 
this had been a matter of politics, not of te oad have not 
brought my counsel, 

Court:; Where a charge is brought, the ssittine bin sabe 
to be heard by counsel or not, as they choose. b 
~ Mr. Mauduit. My lords, Iam nota native of that.coun- 
try, as these gentlemen are. I know well Dr. Franklin’s 
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abilities, and-wish to” put’ the defence of» my friends more 
upon a parity with the attack; he will not therefore wonder 
that I'choose to appear before your lordships with  the.assist- 
ance of counsel. “My friends,»in their: letters to’ me;: have: 
desired Gf any proceedings, as they say, should be ‘had upon 
this address) that’ they may have a hearing’ their own justi- 
fication, that.their innocence may ‘be. fully cleared, and their 
honor vindicated, and have made provision accordinglyo» I~ 
do not:think myself at liberty therefore to give up the assist- 
ance of my counsel in defending them ee this unjust. 
accusation. Ty ee ong hd 1. weed 
Court. Dr. Franklin may ut the agsistance,of counsel,’ 
or goon without it; ashe shall choose... o% 6) Jen bo 
Dr. Franklin... I desire to have counsel esis speste cid 
- Court, What time do you want? ted al biee 
Dr. Franklin. Three weeks... , sevens 
Ordered, that the further proceedings. inal on. » Saturday the 
20th instant. ° : ; 
The committee of si brieddociasly met so to thai 
adjournment, on the 29th January following, when Mr. John 
Dunning (afterwards lord Ashburton) and Mr. John. Lee, 
‘both eminent lawyers, appeared as. counsel on behalf of the 
Massachusetts assembly. Mr. Wedderburn (afterwards lord 
‘Loughborough) appeared -as- aquinse! for the. Bevernbs, and. 
jieutenant-governor. so wil) }Dkecbetnate + wet’? 
The. matter being a hapoiblbiends nei she Magiatiosbedea 
‘assembly, their counsel were. first heard of. course. » Mr. ; 
Wedderburn: was. very long, and. laborious, ,and. indecently 
acrimonious in his answers. Instead of justifying his clients, 
or vindicating their conduct, in'the administration, which was 
the matter complained. of, Mr. Wedderburn;bent, the; whole. 
force of his: discourse, which was an inflammatory anvective, 
against: Dr: Franklin, -whio ‘sat, .withcalm equamnity, an 


, 
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auditor .of this»injudicious. and» imdecorous «course of pro- 
ceeding) , t 
The principal butt of bie acrimony was the matter of di 
pute between Mr. Temple and) Mr. Whately ;. and the pre- 
ceding letter published. by Dr. Franklin in. the Public: ohh | 
yertiser of 25th December, 1773. | 
Mr. Dunning had substantiated the: coi aiakt ae the 
assembly, by exhibiting the letters which: were at) this time 
published in a pamphlet; and also in the Remembrancer of 
1773; and he. stood upon their; letters as proof of their 
being unworthy of the confidence of the government, as well 
as of the assembly of Massachusetts. ‘ Among other matters, 
he stated, that Andrew Oliver had suggested to: the ministry, 
“to stipulate with the merchants of England, and purchase 
from them large quantities of goods proper for the American 
“market ; agreeing beforehand. to. allow-them a premium 
equal to the advance of their stock in the trade, if the price 
of their goods was not enhanced by a tenfold demand: in 
future, even though the goods might lie on hand till this 
temporary stagnation of. business’ ceased.». By such’a step,” 
said he, “ the game will be up with my countrymen.” ‘That 
Oliver had on other occasions (in a letter to the ministry, 
dated Feb. 15, 1769), “ indirectly recommended assassina- 
tion ;” his words being, “ that some method should be de- 
vised to fake off the original incendiaries, whose writings 
supplied the fuel of sedition through the Boston Gazette.” * 
And he referred to the case of Mr. Otis, who, notwithstand- 
ing he held the office of king’s advocate, under the predeces- 


* The ‘writers alluded to ‘were Messrs. Otis, Dexter, “Warren, 
- Adams, Quinsey, Mayben, and Cooper. Mr, Otis ‘was so much in- 
jured/by the wounds he'received, as never to recover, and afterwards 
died in a state of mental,derangement, produced, by, his wounds. 
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sor of governor Hutchinson, bad been at night attacked by 
one Robinson, a commissioner of the king’s customs, at the 
head of a gang of. ruffians armed with swords and bludgeons ; 
who, on entering the house, extinguished the lights, and after 
leaving the: respectable gentleman covered with wounds, fled 
and found a refuge on board a king’s ship. Mr. Hutchinson 
by one declaration alone, he said, justified all the complaints 
of Massachusetts, and called for an immediate dismission of 
an officer so hostile to the rights and liberties of his country= 
men: He who had declared “ there must be an abridgment 
of English liberties m the colonies,” was justly charged with 
“ making wicked and injurious representations, designed to 
influence the ministry, and the nation, and to excite jealousies 
in the breast of the king against his faithful subjects.” 

. The speeches of Messrs. Dunning and Lee were never 
reported at length ; but the extracts which they read were 
marked for them by Dr. Franklin, of which the following is 
one.) on rae 


EXTRACTS FROM. HUTCHINSON’S CORRESPONDENCE. 


Boston, June 22, 1772. — 


“ The union of the colonies 1s pretty well broke : I hope 
L shall never see it renewed. Indeed our sons of. liberty are 
hated and despised by, their former brethren in New York 
and Pennsylvania ; ; and it must be something any sic 
dinary ever to reconcile them.” aaa ‘ 


ay - © Boston, Dénerndier’ 8, 1772, . 
** You see no difference between the case of the ile 
and that of Ireland, I care not in how favorable a light 3 you 
look upon the colonies, if it, does not separate us from. you. 
You will ‘certainly find it more difficult to retain the colonies 
than you do Ireland. Ireland is near you, and under your 
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constant inspection ; all officers are dependent and removable 
at pleasure. The colonies are remote, and the officers gene-. 
rally more disposed to please the people than the king or his 
representative. In Ireland you have always the ultima 
ratio [a standing army]: in the colonies you are either desti- 
tute of it, or you have: no civil magistrate to direct the use 


cones Ax 


“Mr. Wedderburn, after a review of the arguments: of 
counsel, and the customary eulogies on the loyalty and ser- | 
vices of his clients, evading the examination of the matter in 
complaint, directed himself to an inculpation of the assembly 
aud people of Massachusetts, and: intemperately against the 
character and conduct of Dr. Franklin. getierally, but. parti- 
cularly in the case of the letters. 

_€ The-letters could not have come to Dr. Franklin,” said 
Mr. Wedderburn, “ by fair means. “The writers did not - 

give. them to him, nor yet did. the deceased correspondent, 
- who, from our intimacy, would otherwise have told me of it : 
nothing then will acquit . Dr. Franklin of the charge of ob- 
taining them by fraudulent or corrupt means, for the most 
malignant of purposes, unless he stole them from the person 
who stole them. This argument is invefr ‘agable. 

‘P| hope, my lords, you will mark and brand the. man, for 
the honor of this country, of Europe, and of mankind. _ Pri- 
vate correspondence has hitherto been held sacred in times 
of the greatest party rage, not only in politics but religion.” 

—‘ He has forfeited all the respect of societies and of men. 
Tato what companies will he hereafter go with an ‘unembar- 
rassed face, or the honest, intrepidity of virtue? Men will 
watch him with a jealous eye; they will hide their papers 
from bim, and lock up their escrutoires. He will hence- 
PRRs ic: wae onlay ‘ 2° 
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forth entgem it a libel. to -be eed aman of letters, homo 
TRIUM,..litenapwmtin morons ore iT. oem a i 

“ But he not only took away the estens rome one. brother, 
but kept himself coucealed till. he nearly occasioned» the 
murder of the other. It is impossible to read his accounts 
expressive of the coolest and most deliberate malice, without . 
horror. [Here he read the letter of Dr. Franklin in the 
Public Advertiser.|—Amidst these tragical events, of one 
person nearly murdered ; of another answerable for the issue ; 
of a worthy governor hurt in his dearest interests.;, the fate 
of America is in suspense: here is a man, who, with the ut- 
most insensibility of remorse, stands up and avows. himself 
the author of all—I can compare it ge to Zanga. im: — 
Young’s Revenge.” — sbnos hak tfoRe> 


a 
+ 


“ Know then ’twas——I, 
I forged the letter,-—I disposed the picture ;——= 
I hated,——I despised,——and I destroy.” 

«¢ I ask, my lords, whether the revengeful temper, attri= 
buted by poetic fiction only to’ the bloody African; ‘is not 
surpassed by the coolness and spay of me wily Ametican § ge 

she nu 

These pleadings for a time worked great effects ; ‘the lords 
assented, the towm was convinced, Dr. F radii was dis- 
missed,? and Mr.2w edderburn placed himself in the oad for 
that high advancement which he sought, and with which: he 
was rewarded ; dct 


\ ay 
“6 Damn’d to everlasting Fame.”’—Porer.* roe 


a Fur (or thief) 2 Act Vth. 

3 Ie was dismissed from his station in the ee bide os 
which had only been productive under his management. hae 

4 Mr. Wedderburn had already by his intrigues and sect tbc 

appointed to the offices of solicitor-general and cofferer to, the.queen ; 


* 
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Unfortiriately for’ Mr. Wedderburn, thd’ events of the war 
did not’ correspond with ae system. Unfortunately eo for 


WR i4i05% m Sais PeeEerU ers ob wan, te 


SDA ; 
he was afterwards promoted to the -chancellorship, and progressively 


created Baron Loughborough and. Earl Rosslyn. His politics are 
hereby ascertained ; principles he had hone; for he had ‘been in- 
ducted into’ public life under the’ auispices of Mr. George Grenville, 
after the latter’ had professed the principles of Whiggism, and while 
he was a,partisan of Lord -Rockingham; and it is to this defection 
from the tenets that Mr. Wedderburn had avowed, that Junius al- 
ludes to in his 44th Letter, when he says,— “To sacrifice a. respected 
character, and to renounce the esteem of society, requires more than 
Mt. Weddetbutn’s resolution: and though in him it was rather a 
profession thdn a'desértion of his ‘Mili fie}! yet we have seen him in. 
the house of commohs overwhelmed with confusion, and almost’ be- 
reft of his faculties.” 
Another energetic writer thus denicted Wedderbura, after he ar- 
rived at the chaneellorship, 
“ Whelp’d on some lare,? i in rucfw’ poortith * bred, 
In early youth with aits and haggess 3 fed, 
Sent hungry forth. at thy lean sire’s command, 
To mend thy fortunes in this promised land ; 
Thou didst not rise the chancery bench to fill, 
Where dong-wige'd blockheads wait thy wayward wills 
Thou didst descend, as modest Scotsmen can, 
From’ that proud arrre4 where thy course began : 
Nor didst thou fot the law’s slow learnings wait, 
Bat /gain’dst thine object—through another gate. 
—Skill’d in the dark intrigues, the thriving tricks, 
The crooked paths of modern politics, 
False to thy party, faithless to thy friends,5 
And only constant to thy private ends.” 
* + & % * 5 
| A bog. 2 Rueful poverty, | 
3 Oats and haggess, food of the poorer Scots. 
4 Alluding to his first chamber in the Temple. 


5 « As for Mr. Wedderburn, thore is something about ina, that eyen tr eachery Fan 
not trust. “om Junius, Letter 49. 
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his ‘ irrefragable argument,” Dr. Franklin, afterwards. took 
an oath 1 in chancery, that at the time that he transmitted the 
letters, he was ignorant of the party to whom they had been 
addressed, having himself received them from a third person, 
and for the express purpose of their being conveyed. to 
America. Unfortunately also for Mr. Wedderburn’ g. ss ‘ worthy. 
governor,” that governor himself, before the: aainaton Dit; 
Franklin’s packet in Boston, sent over one of Dr. Franklin’s 
own ‘ private’ letters to England ; expressing some little 
coyness indeed upon the occasion, but desiring secresy, lest 
he should be ‘prevented procuring more useful intelligence. 
from the same source.t Whether Mr, . Wedderburn in. his. 
speech intended to draw a particular case and. portraiture,,. 
for the purpose only of injurmg Dr. Franklin, or meant that 
his language and epithets should apply generally to all, whe- 
ther friends or foes, whose practice should be found Similar” 
to it, is a matter not of so much importance. ary % 
But to return to Dr, Franklin, It was not singular per- 
haps, that, as a man. of honor, he should surrender hig name 
to public scrutiny im order to prevent mischief to others, and 
yet not betray his coadjutor (even to his death) to relieve his 
own fame from the ‘severest obloquy ; but perhaps. it be- 
longed to few besides Dr. Franklin, to possess, mildness and 
magnanimity enough to refrain from intemperate « expressions 
and measures against Mr. Wedderburn. and his, supporters, 
after all that had passed. Ina note, in the hand-writing of 
Dr. Franklin, he observes on the word duty, in the close of 
his letter in the Public Advertiser, as follows > 7. tn uals 
“© Governor Hutchinson, as appears by his letters, since 
found and published in New England, had the same idea of 


* See the Remembranicer for. the year 1776, part ii. p. 61. col. 
ist. and gd. 
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duty, when he procured. copies of Dr. Franklin’s letters to 
the assembly, and’sent them to the ministry of England.” 

The result of the deliberations of the committee of the 
privy-council was such as might be expected from the com- 
placency with which they had heard Mr. Wedderburn, and 
the general fatuity that appears to have gov erned the councils ) 
of the British nation at the time. 

The privy-council made a report in which was Lar Mite 
the following opinion. 

“The lords of the committee do agree humbly to report, 
as their opinion to your majesty, that the petition is founded 
upon resolutions formed on false and erroneous allegations ; : 
and is groundless, vexatious, and scandalous, and calculated 
only for the seditious purpose of keeping up a spirit of 
clamor and discontent in the said province. And the lords 
of the committee do further humbly report to your majesty, 
that nothing has been laid before them which does or can, in 
their opinion, m any manner, or in any degree, impeach the 
honor, itegrity, or conduct of the said governor or lieutenant- 
governor: and their lordships are humbly of opinion that the 
said petition ought to be dismissed.” 

Feb. 7th, 1774. “ His majesty taking the said report 
into consideration, was pleased, with the advice of his privy-. 
council, to approve thereof; and to order that the said peti- 
tion of the house of representatives of the province of Massa-. 
chusetts Bay be dismissed the board—as groundless, vexa- 
tious, and scandalous; and calculated only for the seditious 
purpose of keeping up a spirit of clamor and discontent in 
the said province.” 


A former petition against Governor Bernard, met with a 
dismission, couched in similar terms. 
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A fe days after this, aitencilal business, { the following 
was inserted i in the Pousuc ADVERTISER, 


| 


fiisten’ ea 
To ALEXANDER Wrpperzurn, Esq. 


You stated as a fact, in your late speech b before the privy- 

| council, that Dr. ‘Franklin, sent the letters. 3 in, an, anonymous 

cover, with injunctions ‘of secresy,, (written i in a hand, how- 

ever, well known there,) not to the speaker, as 0 officially. he 

ought to have done, but to private persons. _ Hence you 

drew a conclusion, that he was conscious of ana and 
ashamed at having it known. 


Ee eS 


the v wickedness of the conclusion, How could. you nee 
a man “would. expect ¢ concealment from suppressing his name, 
if his hand were well known? or if, by some strange confu- 
sion of ideas, he did think himself concealed, to what end 
should he enjoin secresy 2—Wherefore should he, have wished . 
for concealment i P Was there such terror m the hatred of 
those detected, Mr. Hutchinson and Mr. Oliver ? Could he 
possibly have conceived that any set of ministers, w ould be so 
weak and wicked as to persecute him for a measure, which 
-ministered to them the fairest opportunity, of, healing gra- 
ciously those ‘uvhappy divisions with which they. were per- 
plexed i in the extreme { rb 

~ But what will your hearers, what will the world think of 
you, ‘when I affirm that the whole of what you stated was 472, 
absolute falsehood’ 21. defy you ‘to prove a word of it, I 
feel the harshness of the terms 1 use, but pe appeal to every. 
one that heard yon, whether the language you uttered, entitles 
you to be treated like a gentleman P 

The letters were enclosed to the speaker ; that sehich 
‘accompanied them was signed by the agent ; nor was there a 
single injunction of secresy with regard to ‘the sender. He 
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apprehénded that the immediate’ publication’ of ‘them would 
raise the popular indignation so as to be fatal to the writers. 
Out of humanity to me he désired er might not be made 
public. . if 
» Dr. Franklin’s goal aieioke ‘was’ the’ next’ subject! of your 
abuse. You'inveighed avainst it as’ markiig the most inhu- 
man apathy that'the imagination could coiiceive, made to in- 
sult over ten and dggravate the wounds which his‘villany 
had occasioned. i | 
. Let us state’ the fact, and see! how far it ‘would stipipare ‘the 
charge. , \ 
~ On the 8th of Dacetiver) a‘letter under tha Signature of 
ANTENOR, accused Mr. Temple of dishonorably’ taking the’ 
letters’ i’ questivt from’ Mr. Whately, whose’ name’ was’ 
vouched" for the tiuth of! the’ charge: The next day ‘Mr. 
‘Femple’s accuser’ appeared; declaring: Mr. Whately’s con 
ciitrefice withhim' in denying the facts, on’ which the charge’ 
was fotindéd. ‘So far was there, in this stagé of the business, 
any appearance of any quarrel likely to happen between 
these two gentlemen, that it seemed as if they were united in . 
- contradicting a malignant anonymous accusation ; but on the 
11th Mr, Whately contradicted Mr. Temple, and at four 
o'clock that day the duel was fought.—What time or oppor- 
tunity was there here for the intervention of Dr. Franklin, 
especially as Mr. ‘Temple’s challenge was grounded on the 
other’s flatly denying what he had actually given to the public 
under his hand ?—The original cause of the dispute was, 
Mr. Whately’s having given rise to, and countenanced a 
most false, unjust, and cruel accusation against Mr. Temple. 


The followmg Platsanterie also appeared about this time, 
and was attributed to Dr. Franklin. 
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TO THE-PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. | 


SIR, bs wah by oles 
D. E. Q. that is Sir F. Bernard, in his long, 
labored, and special dull answer to Q. E. D. endeavors: to 
persuade the king, that as he was his majesty’s representa- 
tive, there was a great similitude in their characters and con- 
duct; and that Sir F.’s enemies are enemies of his majesty 
and of all government! This puts one in mind of the chimney- 
sweeper condemned to be hanged for theft, who being chariv 
tably visited by a good clergyman for whom he had worked, 
said, “I hope your honor will take my part, and get a ree 
prieve for me, and not let my enemies have their will; be- 
cause it is upon your account that they have prosecuted and 
sworn against me.” ‘On my account! how can that be?* 
“ Why, sir, because as how ever since they knew I,wasiem-~ 
ployed by your honor, they resolved upon my. ruin: for they 
are enemies to all religion; and they hate you and me and 
every: body tm black.) yids oil shih naw selocies ote ts 


gy 
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APPENDIX. 
NO. VI. 
CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED EE ES : OF AMERICA, 
| [Referred = in Memoirs of the png Part v. Vol 1. p. 198.] 


We the People of the United States, in order to form 

a more perfect. union, establish. justice, insure 
domestic tranquillity, provide for. the common 
defence, promote the general welfare, and secure 
the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our poste- 
rity, do ordain and establish this CONSTITU- 
TION for the United States of America. 


ARTICLE If. 


Sect. 1. Auu legislative powers herein granted shall be. 
| vested ina Congress of the United States, which shall con- 
sist of a senate and house of representatives, 

Sect.2. The house of representatives shall be corpaaal 
of members chosen every second year by the people of the 
several states; and the electors in each state shall have the 
qualifications requisite for electors of the most numerous 
branch of the state legislature. 

No person shall be a representative who shall not have at- 
tained to the age of twenty-five years, and been seven years 
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a citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when 
elected, be an inhabitant of the state in which he shall be 
chosen. . | ¢ 

Representatives faci tine taxes shall be apportioned 
‘among the several states which may be included within this 
union, according to their respective numbers, which shall be 
determined by adding to the whole number of free persons, 
including those bound to service for a term of years, and’ex- 
cluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other persons. 
The actual enumeration shall be made within three years 
after the first meeting of the congress of the United States, 
and within every subsequent term of ten years, in such man- 
ner’ as they shall by law direct. The number of represent- 
atives shall not exceed one for every thirty thousand, but 
each state shall have at least. one representative ;, and until 
such: enumeration shall be made, the state of New-Hamp- 
shire: shall be entitled'to choose: three, Massachusetts: eight, 
Rhode Island. and: Providence: Plantations. one; Connecticut 
five, New York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, 
Delaware one, Maryland~ six, Virginia ten, North Carolina’ 
five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three. 

When vacancies happen m the representation from any 
state, the executive authority thereof shall issue writs of 
election to fill’ such vacancies, : th Sa 

~The house’ of representatives shall choose their ‘speaker 
and weil officers’; and” thsootid te the sole he pi of pa soe 
ment,’ ih a Ce | 

Sect. 8: The senate of the United Seatag” shall bécom= 
posed ‘ of two senators from each’ state, chosen ‘by the’ legis= 
lature’ thereof, for six’ years ; 7 each ‘senator shall” at 
one vote. i he 

~ Immediately after they sun sada duct consequence 
of the first election, they shall be divided as equally as may 
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be into three classes. The seats of the senators of the first — 
class shall be yacated at the expiration of the second year, of 
the second class at the expiration of the fourth year, and of 
the third class at the expiration of the sixth year, so that one, 
third may be chosen every second year; and if vacancies 
happen by resignation, or otherwise, during the recess of the 
legislature of any state, the executive thereof may make tem- 
porary appointments until the next meeting of the legisla- 
ture, which shall then fill such vacancies. é e 

No person shall be a senator, who shall not have secint 
to the age of thirty years, and been nine years a citizen of 
the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an.in+ 
habitant of that state for which he shall be chosen... 

The vice-president of the United States shall be isa 
of the senate, but shall have no vote, unless me be equally 
divided. 

‘The senate shall. choose their cies officers, and elie a pre- 
sident, pro tempore, mn the absence of tbe vice-president, or 
when he shall exercise the office of president of the United 
States. | 

The senate shall have the sole power to try all impeach- 
ments. When sitting for that purpose, they shall be on oath 
or affirmation. When the president of the United States is 
tried, the chief justice shall preside: and no person shall be 
convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the mem- 
bers, present. | 

Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend further: 
than to removal from office, and disqualification to hald and 
enjoy any office of honor, trust.or profit under the United: 
States; but the party convicted: shall nevertheless be liable 
and subject. to indictment, trial, judgment and sna 
according to law. | : 

Sect. 4. The times, places and manner. of holding elections. 
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for senators and representatives, shall be prescribed in each 
state by the ‘legislature thereof: but the congress may at any 
time by law make or alter’such regulations, except'as ‘to the 
places of ‘choosing senators.) 8 eta ora a 
The ‘congress shall assemble at least once in every year ; 
and such meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, 
unless they shall by law appoint a different day. © 
Sect..5:° Each house shall be the judge of the elections, 
returns and qualifications of its own members, and a majority 
of each shall constitute a quorum to do busmess; but a smaller — 
number may adjourn from day to day, and may be authoriséd 
to compel the attendance of absent members, in such manner, 
and under such penalties, as each house may provide. 
Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings, pu- 
nish its members for disorderly behavior, and, with the con- 
currence of two-thirds, expel a member. Te AED 
Each house shall keep'a journal of its proceedings, and from — 
time to, time publish the same, excepting such parts as may s 
in their judgment require secresy; and the yeas and nays of 
the members of either house on any question, shall, at the de- 
sire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on the journal. 
Neither house, during the session of congress, shall, with- 
out the consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, 
nor to any other place than that in which the two houses shall 
be sitting. 1 jb eometn . Lviw Te 
Sect. 6. The senators and representatives shall receive a. 
compensation for their services, to be ascertained by Jaw, and’ 
paid out of the treasury of the United States. ‘They shall in’ 
all cases, except treason, felony and breach of the peace, bée> 
privileged from arrest: during their attendance at the session 
of their- respective houses, and:in going to and returning from 
the same; and for any speech or debate in either ‘house, they 


shall not be questioned in any other place, / 
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No senator or representative shall, during the time fur which, 
he was elected, be appointed to any civil. office. under the au-; 
thority of the United States, which shall have been created, or 
the emoluments whereof shall have been increased during such, 
time; and no person holding any office. under the United — 
States, shall be.a member of either house. during his continu- 
ance in office. | rf Ala cha Lasts 

Sect. 7. All bills for raising revenue shall sirinivihiie in.the 
house of representatives: but the senate may propose er con- 
cur with amendments. as on other bills. aie 

Every bill which shall have passed the house of represen- 
tatives and the senate shall, before it become a law, be pre-.. 
sented to the president of the United States; if he approve, 
he shall sign it; but if.not, he shall return it, with his objec- 
tions, to that house in which it shall have originated, who shall. 
enter the objections at large on their journal, and proceed to 
reconsider it... If after such reconsideration two-thirds of that 
house shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be: sent, together 
with the objections, to the other house, by which it shalblikewise. 
be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of that house, 
at shall become a law. But in all such cases the votes of both 
houses shall. be determined by yeas and nays, and the names 
of the persons voting for and against the bill shall be entered 
on the journal of each house respectively. If any bill shall 
not be returned by the president within ten days (Sundays ex- 
cepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the same 
shall be a law, in like manner.as if.he had signed it, unless. the 
_ congress by their adjournment prevent. its.return, in which, 
case it shall not-be a law. nia LHe 

Every order, resolution or vote, to saci sin concurrence . 
of the senate and house of representatives may be necessary 
{except on a question of adjournment), shall be presented to 
the president of the United, States; and before the same, shall 
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7 esbsentedy ‘shall’ be approved by lim, or being ‘disapproved 


by hitn, shall be re-passed by two-thirds of the senate ‘and 
house of tepresentatives, pia to the rules and Rute 
prescribed in the case of a bill. i  8they Ne as 
- Seét: 8. The congress shall have powe¥ * 5 
To lay ‘and collect taxes, duties, imposts' and ‘abi aay 
pay the debts and provide for the common defencé and general’ 
welfare of the United States’; but all duties}: imposts and ex- 
cisés; shall-be: wniform firoagtioae the United States’: 
‘To borrow money on! ‘the crédit of the Unitéd' Stategi 
To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among” “the 
several states, and’ with’ the’ Indian tribes: © foie 
To establish an‘ uniform’ rule of naturalization, and’ uniforti’ 
laws on’ ‘the’ eb of sce Titoeghou the United 


Statess) 0 Poon ote 
Tor coin money, eign the’ value theréof, so of cig 
coin; and fix the standard of weights and’ measures? * 


“Po provide for the punishment of coutiterfeiting the ave 
rities‘alid'durrent coin of thé United States: 9) 9 “oH 
To'establish postioffices’ and postiroads fi PUTT 
‘To proniote the progress* of scietice nib arts, by’se-- 
curitie for liniited times to authors and invent athe ekctantve! 
right to’ their respective writings aiid if cin sab np eet AO 
Yo constitute tribunals: ‘inferior to the supreme: court: 
‘To define and pinish piracies and’ felonies” ‘conitnitted oft 
the'high'seas; and offences’ against the law of nations?” lai 
To declare war, grant letters’ of marque and” reprisal and’ 
niake ‘rules:concerning captures off land and water: °°" 
To raise and support armies, but no appropriation of nioney” 
to that use’ shall be for a longer ‘term sitions two years’: “ ad 
'To"provide and maintain'a’navy: ad 


*'fo’make’ rules for the spe pi and regulation of the 
ideal and naval forces : 
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To provide for calling forth the militia to execute’ the laws 
of the union, suppress insurrections and repel mvasions:-) 
To provide for organising, arming, and disciplmmg the 
militia, and for governing such part of them as) may be em 
ployed in the'service of the United) States, reserving to the 
states respectively, the appointment of the officers, and the 
authority of training the militia according to ‘the i 
prescribed by congress : Hila 

To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever, 
over such district (not exceeding ten miles square) as may by 
cession of' particular states, andthe acceptance of congress, 
become the seat of the government of the United States, and 
to» exercise ‘like, authority over all places purchased» by the 
consent of the legislature of the state in which the: same shall 
be, for the erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, duck yards, 
and’ other needful buildings:—~And- 

~'To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and all other 
powers vested by this constitution in the government of the 
United States, or in any department or officer thereof. 
\ Sect. 9. The migration or importation of such persons, as 
"any of the states now existing shall’ think proper to admit, 
shall not be prohibited‘ by the congress: prior to: the’ year ‘one 
thousand eight hundred: and eight; but'a tax or dutty may be 
imposed on such ible i not ean ten dollars for 
each person. | 

~ The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be 
suspended, unless when in cases of rebellion’ or invasion 1 the 
public safety may require it. | | 

No bill of attainder or ex post facto law shall be wade 

No capitation, or other direct tax shall be laid, unless in 
proportion to the censws or enumeration herein-before direct- 
ed to be taken. 
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No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from any 
state. No preference shall be given by any regulation of 
commerce or revenue to the ports of one state over thosé of 
another ; nor shall vessels bound to, or from, one state, ‘be 
obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in another. 

No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but in conse- 
_quence of appropriations made by law; and.a regular state- 
ment and account of the receipts and expenditures of all 
public money shall be published from time to time. 

‘No title of nobility shall be granted by the United States : 
and. no person holding any- office of profit or trust under 
them shall, without the consent of the congress, accept of 
any present, emolument, office, or title of any kind whatever, 
from any king, prince, or foreign state. hirehen 

Sect. 10. ‘No state shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or 
confederation; grant letters of marque and reprisal; coin. 
money; emit bills of credit; make any thing but gold and 
silver coin a tender in payment of debts; pass any bill of 
attainder, ex post facto law, or law impairing the obligation 
of contracts, or. grant any title of nobility... 2h) J 

No state shall, without. the consent of the congress, lay 
any imposts or duties on imports or exports, except what | 
may be absolutely necessary for executing its inspection laws 
and the net produce. of all duties and imposts laid by any 
state on imports or exports, shall be for the use of the treasury 
of the United States; and all such laws shall be subject to 
the revision and control of the congress: No state shall, with- 
out the consent. of congress, lay any duty of tonnage, keep 
troops, or ships of war in time of peace, enter into any agree- 
ment or compact with another state, or with a foreign power, 
or engage in.war, unless actually invaded, or in eee immi- 
nent: danger as will not admit of delay::., ch: aes 
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ARTICLE i, 


Seot. J. ‘The éxeeutive power shall be’ vested ina presi- 
dent of the United States of America. He shall hold his office 
during the term of four years, and together with the vice- 
président, chosen for the same term, be elected as follows’: 

Each state shall appoint, in such manner as the legislature 
_ thereof may direct, a number. of electors, e equal to the whole’ 
number of senators and representatives to which the state may 
be entitled in the congress’: but no senator or representative, 
or person holding an office’ of trust or profit under the ssh! 
States, shall be appointed an elector. 

Fhe electors shall meet in their respective stiles, and vote’ 
by ballot for two persons, of whom one at least shall not be 
an inhabitant of the same state with themselves. And they 
shall make a list of all the persons’ voted for, and of the num- 
ber of votes for each; which list they shall sign and certify, 
and transmit, sealed, to the seat of the government of the 
United States, directed to the president of the senate. The’ 
president of the senate shall, in the presence of the senate 
and house of representatives, open all the certificates, and’ 
the votes shall then be counted. The person having the great- 
est number of votes’ shall be the president, if such number be 
@ majority of the whole number of electors appointed; and 
if there’be’ more’ than one who have such majority, and have 
an/equal number of votes, then the housé of representatives 
shall immediately choose’ by ballot one of them for president; 
and.if no person have a: majority, then from the five highest 
on the list the said house shall in like manner choose the pre- 
sident: But in choosing ‘the president, the votes shall be 
taken! by states, the representation from each state having one 
-yote; a quorum for this purpose’ shall consist of a member 
or members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of 

VOL, IT. 2D 
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all the states shall be necessary toa choice. _dn every case, 
after the choice of the president, ‘the’ person having the. 2 great- 
est number of votes of the electors shall be the vice-president. 
But if there should remain two or more who have equal votes, 
the senate shall choose from them by ballot the vice-president. 

The congress may determine the time of choosing the elec- 
tors, and the day on which they shall give their votes ;, which 
day shall be the same throughout the United States. my 

‘No person, except a natural-born citizen, ora citizen of the 
United States at the time of the adoption of this constitution, 
shall be eligible to the office of president ; neither shall any, 
person be eligible to that office who shall not have attained 
to the age of thirty-five years, and been fourteen Jenth e a esi 
dent within the United States. | 

In case of the removal of the president from office, o or f of 
bis death, resignation, or inability to discharge the powers 
and duties of the said office, the same.shall devolve on, the 
vice-president, and the congress may by law provide fi for the 
case of removal, death, resignation, or inability, both of f the 
president and vice-president, declaring what officer shall. then. 
act as president, and such officer shall act accordingly, “patil 
the disability be removed, ora president shall be elected. - 

_ The president : shall, at stated times, receive for his services 

cites tase GUTAERD 

a compensation, which shall neither be increased nor. dimi~ 
nished during the period for which he shall have been elected, , 
and he shall not receive within that period any, other amale 
‘ment. from the United States, or any of them. ‘ies 
“Before he enter on the execution of his office, he shall lt <7 


{223 ? 


ed 


wh 


the ie following oath or affirmation : Bis siddedie 
«T do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully. e- 
cute the office of president of the United ‘States, and ; vie Lito | 


the best of my ability preserve, protect and defend, tt ne COR, 
siitution Seid Hae United retele 5, 


alt taltt settee: sales Aber: 
at fhe mdjathememnes 
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Sect. 2. The president shall be commander in chief of the 
army and navy of the United States, and of the militia of the 
several states, when called into the actual service of the 
United States ; he may require the opinion, in writing, of the 
principal officer in each of the executive departments, upon 
any subject relating to the duties of their respective offices ; 
and he shall have power to grant reprieves and pardons for 
offences against the United States, except in cases of im- 
peachment. ) | 

He shall have power, by and with the advice and consent 
of’ the senate, to make treaties, provided two-thirds of the 
senators present concur ; and he shall nominate, and by and 
with the advice and consent of the senate shall appoint am- 
bassadors, other public ministers and consuls, judges of the 
supreme court, and all other officers of the United States, 
whose “appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, 
and which shall be established by law: but the congress may 
by law vest the appointment of such inferior officers, as ‘they 
think’ proper, in the president alone, in the courts of law, or 
in the heads of departments. 

The president shall have power to fill up all vacancies 
that may happen during the recess of the senate, by granting 
commissions: which shall eepire at the end af their next ses- 
sion. Bee : 
Sect. 3. He shall from time to time give to the congress 
information of the state of the union, and. recommend to, 
their.consideration such measures as he shall judge necessary 
and expedient ; he may, on extraordinary occasions, convene 
both houses, or either of them, and in case of disagreement 
between. them, with respect to the time of adjournment, he 
may adjourn them to such time as he shall think proper ; he 
shall receive ambassadors and other public ministers ; 3 he 
shalltake care that the laws be faithfully executed, and shall 
commission all the officers of the United States, 
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Sects 4. The. president, vice-president, and all: the:civil 
officers of the. United States, shall be removed from office:an 
impeachment for, and conviction of, wines ices: or other 
bah erimes and: misdemeanors, | pest, * bed: G 
teal Ici: Saqpengeiag 
3 _ ARTICLE ya ont! set Rohe eele 
aes 1. ‘The judicial power of the. United States shall be 
vested i in one supreme court, and in such inferior courts, as 
the congress may from time to time ordain and establish. 
The judges, both of the supreme and inferior courts,.. shall 
hold. their offices during good behavior, and shall, at stated 
times, receive for their services a compensation, Whickabil 
not be diminished during their continuance in office. |). 
‘Sect. 2. The. judicial power shall extend to all ‘ondidina in 
law. and equity, arising under this constitution, the. laws of 
the United States, and. treaties made, or which shall. be made, 
under, their authority ; to, all cases affecting ambass 
other public ministers, and consuls ; to all cases of admiralty . 
and maritime, jurisdiction; to., controversies to which, the 
United States shall be a party; to, controversies between two 
or more states, between a. state and citizens of. another. state, 
between citizens, of different. states, between citizens. of the 
same;state claiming lands under grants of different states, and 
between a state, or the citizens thereof, and ADEE states, 
citizens, or subjects. ©. iy Aa, 
In all cases, affecting, sh Prise pub ligrsaibisedes 
and.consuls, and, those. in, which. a, state shall, be, 3, party, «the 
supreme court, shall have, original, jurisdiction. , An, all, the. 
other. cases, before-mentioned, the supreme, court shall have 
appellate. jurisdiction, both as: to law, and. fact, with; au 
exceptions, and udidex such regulations. as, the, congress.sha 
make. ., iaict Tithe elt Ripy agp aald Tepe Rs 
The. triak of. Tis crimes,. dain, in cases: of altho 
shalll be by jury.;.and; such trial: shall; be held, in the state, 


while 
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where the said:eriniés shall have béen committed ; but when 
fot committed within any ‘state, the trial shall be at such — 
place or places'as the congress may by law have directed. 

Sect. S$. Treason against the United States shall consist 
only in levying war against them, or in adhering to their 
éheriies, giving them aid and comfort. No person‘ shall hé 
éonivicted of treason unléss on the testirhorly of two witnesses 
t# the’ saitie’ overt act, of on confession in open cuit. 

- The congress shall havé power’ to declare’ the sida 
of tfeason, but 10 attainder of treason shall Work corruption 
of’ blood, “Or i iaiop he except during the’life of ae A alo 
attained 


ee. 
> BUFR 


ARTICLE IV. 


Sect. 1. Full faith and-credit shall be given in each state 
to ‘the public acts; records, and judicial proceedings, of every 
other state. And the congress may by general laws prescribe 
the manner in which such acts, records and epee tinneiet shall 
be: proved, and the effect thereof. “ 

~Sect.2. The citizens of each state shall be entitled to all 
privileges and immunities of citizens in the several states. : 

A person charged in any state with treason, felony; or other 
crime, who shall flee from justice, and _be found. in‘another 
state, : shall, on demand of the executive authority of the state 
from which he fled, be delivered up,’ to be eaioned to tlie 
state having jurisdiction: of the crime, » 
aN © person held to service or labor in one state; | aaihey the 
teie thereof, escaping, into another,: shall, in. consequence of 
any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such:servicé 
of labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the party't to 
whom such service or labor'may be due. 

") Sects'3.° ‘New’ states‘ may be ‘admitted by the congress 
int ths tno . , bat’ id ‘néw ‘state shall be formed or’ erected 
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within, the, jurisdiction: of any otheristate 5: nor any» state; be 
formed by the. junction of. two or more; states, : or parts;,of 
states, -without; the consent of the -legislatures.of. the tates 
concerned as well-as. of the-congress. 6) in 
»)Ehe ,congress. shall have power to dispose of and) sasleetall 
neodtul rules.and regulations respecting the; territory oxjother 
property, belonging to the United States ;, and. nothing.in,this 
‘constitution. shall be so. construed.as to prejuc einem 
of the; United States, or of any particular state... ., of 
» Sects A, ,The United States shall guarantee i every state 
in) this union a republican, form of government, and shall pro- 
tect each of them against invasion, and, on application, of the 
legislature, or of the executive (when the legislature: cannot 


be convened) against domestic violence. 


¢ ARTICLE: We ioe PE MOP abe 

"The cohigress, whenever two-thirds of both ‘housés’ shall 
ede it necessary, shall propose améhdments ‘to this consti- 
tution, or, on the application of the legislatures of two-thirds 
of the several states, shall calla convention’ for ‘préposing 
amendments, which, in either ‘case; shall’ be valid to ‘altintents 
and purposes, as part of this constitution, when ‘vatified by 
the legislatures of three-fourths of thé several ‘stites) or by 
conventions in’ thrée-fotirths thereof, ‘as’ the’ one : OF thet other 
tidde of Yatification: may be proposed by’ the’ congre ress bs ‘pro- . 
vided, that no amendment which may be made prior to the 
year one thousand eight hundred’ and’ eight shall in any y mait- 
net affect the first and fourth’ clauses i ri’ the nitith Waeio of 
the first article ; and'that.no ‘state, ‘without its’ conceit, shall 


be * deprived 6 of its Aine suffrage 4 in the senate, 7)! * 
BA RD, Sih Oa Aa bid! ads ie MP 
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United States under’ ay sioner as ane the confedera- 

ean and the laws of the United States which 
shall be made in pursuance’ thereof, ‘arid all treaties made, 
or which shall be made, under the authority of the United 
States, shall be the supreme law of the land; and the judges 
in every state shall be bound thereby, any hielo im the con- 
stitution or laws of any state to the contrary notwithstanding. 

The senators and representatives before-mentioned, -and 
the members of the several state legislatures; and all execu- 
tive and judicial officers, both of the United States and of the 
several states, shall be bound, by oath or affirmation, to sup- 
port this constitution; but no religious test shall ever be 
required as a quilification to uy office or public trust ee 
the bomen States. — 

. : Ptah 
ARTICLE VII. S aaiaaat: 

“The ratiGcation of the conventions of nine states shall be 
sufficient for the establishment of this constitution between 
the states so ratifying the same.. 


_ DONE m Conventions, by the unanimous consent of the 
um States present, the seventeenth day of September, in the 
ni ‘year of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and 
ae Eighty-seven, and of the independence of the United 

States of America the Twelfth. In witness whereof we 
have hereunto subscribed our Names. 

_G. WASHINGTON, Presivens,,. 

And Deputy from VIRGINIA, 
NEW HAMPSHI RE, John Langdon,—N icholas Gilman. 
MASSACHUSETTS, Nathaniel Gorham,—Rufus King. 
CONNECTICUT; W'S. iia rks 9 oe oa ) 
NEW: ¥ORK;, ‘Alexander Hamilton.’ ° 
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NEW. JERSEY, W. Livingston—David silieseiiniaed 


terson,—J onathan Dayton. Ne iaisit 
PENNSYLV ANJA, B. Franklin-Thomas MiffinexiRob. 
Morris, —Geo, Clymer,--Tho. Fitzsimons,-—Jared) La- 
- gersoll,—James Wilson,—Gony. Morrigs 9, 5.94 » 
DELAW ARE, George Read,—Gunning Bedford, junigxis= 
wal ohn. Dickinson,—Richard, Bassett,--Jaco. Broom. . vi 
MARYLAND, James M:tiearyy-Dan of St Thape ni 
».. fer,-—Danl. Carroll... ly | rerio aaa 
VIRGIN] IA, John te Madina’ jiibicaieainebiin 
NORTH CAROLINA, Wm. Blounty--Richard) Dobbs 
_ » Spaight,—Hu. Williamson. at at babe eke 
SOUTH. CAROLINA, J. Rutledge,— Chaclis Cotesworth 
_ Pinckney,—Charles, Pinckney,—-Pierce Butler. rahi 
GEORGIA, William Few,—Abr. Baldwin, oo ¢ 9:1) a 


Attest. WILLIAM JACKSON, Secretary. 


, daigte wie es prontnoreen of to obrnsiier see 
vt goto’ IN CONVENTION, #1) si sh 
Monday, September 17, 1787)" 

PRESENT, _ ys 

The states of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, ‘Coheteu, 
Mr. ‘Hamilton from New York, New Je ers Pennsylva- 
nia, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, N orth Cal South 
Carolina, and Georgia. if we hs 
“Ve 29 


Pere my hy * 
- 144 


- Rusoxvep, mF he ee 
THAT, the preceding cons et: be laid before ie United 
States in, congress assembled sd, and that it is the opinion of this 
convention, that it should, afterwards be: submitted to, a 
conyestion of delegates, chosen, in each state, by, the people 
thereof, under the recommendation. of its legislature, for therr, 
assent and ratification; and that.each conventignassenting to, 
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and ratifying. the, same, should give notice. thereof to. the 
United States in congress assembled. woul 

. Resolved, ‘That it is the opinion of this convention, that as 
soon as the conventions of nine states shall have ratified this 
constitution, the United States in congress assembled should 
fix a day, on which electors should be:appointed by the states 
which ‘shall. have ratified the same, and» a day on which the 
electors should assémble to vote for the president, ‘and. the 
time and place for commencing proceedings’ under this con- 
stitution. That’ after such publication the -eleetors should 
be appointed, and the senators and representatives elected: 
‘That the electors should meet:on the day fixed for the elec- 
tion of the president, and: should transmit their votes certified, 
signed, sealed. and: directed,» as: the constitution, requires, to 
the secretary of the United States in congress assembled ; that 
the senators and representatives ‘should convene at the time 
and place assigned; that the senators should appoint a pre- 
sident of the senate; for the sole purpose of receiving, open- 
ing and counting: the; votes for president: and, that after he 
shall. be chosen, the congress; together with: the president, 
Unovikd eae delay, proceed to execute this constitution. 

biblien the unanimous order of the convention,. 
: G. WASHINGTON, PRESIDENT. | 

OW. Tacks, engine | 1 eel 

ico Convnxsiox, September 5. 1789. 
sdinhda : | 

Wr have now: the honor to: stabi to: the: donikilieniin of 
the United: States: in congréss assembled, ‘that’ constitution 
which: has ‘appeared: to! us the most advisable, 
»The friends ,of our country. have long-seen and desired, that 
the power of niaking! war, peace and: treaties, that of levying 
moneyand-regulating commerce; ‘and the corréspondent exe- 


426 APPENDIX. NO. VE. 


cutive and judicial authorities, should be fully’ and effectually - 
vested in the general government of the union: but the im- 
propriety of delegating such extensive trust to one body of 
men is evident. Hence results the necessity 0 of a meme 
pages | one | Bere Lobh SiS 

~ It is obviously imprestibdilels m the Peal sonticetiins of 
these states, to secure all rights of independent sovereignty to 
each, and yet provide for the interest and safety of all, . Indi- 
viduals entering. into society must give up‘a share of liberty 
to preserve the rest. The magnitude’ of the'sacrifice must 
depend as well-on the situation and circumstance ‘as on the 
object to be obtained. It is at all times difficult to draw 
with precision the line between those rights which must be. 
surrendered, and those which may be reserved: and.on the 
present occasion this difficulty was increased ‘by a:difference 
among the several states as to their scene extent, habits, 
and particular interests. — : Lacgeneny etiehgy te 

In all our deliberations on this subject we bei stendilyt in 
our view, that which appears to us the greatest interest of 
every true American, the consolidation of our union, in which 
is involved our prosperity, felicity, safety, perhaps our national 
existence. This important consideration, seriously and deeply 
impressed on our minds, led each state in the convention to 
be less rigid on the points of inferior magnitude than might 
have been otherwise expected: and thus the constitution, 
which we now present, is the result of a spirit of amity, and 
of that mutual deference and concession which the peculiarity 
of our political situation rendered indispensable. : 

That it will meet the full and entire approbation of every 
state is not perhaps to be expected: but each will doubtless 
consider, that had her interests been alone consulted, the 
consequences might. have been particularly disagreeable or 
injurious to others: that it is liable to as few exceptions as 
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could reasonably have been expected, we hope and believe : 
that it) may promote the lasting welfare of that country so 
dear to usvall, and secure her freedom and happiness, is our 
most ardent wish. 
With great respect, we have the honor to be, 
- Sir, n soe 
oo Your Excellency’s most obedient and humble Servants, 
ote.) GWASHINGTON, Presipenr. © 
> By the unanimous Order of the Convention. 
His Excellency 
The Prestpent of Concress. 
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Queries and. REMARKS on a paper, sitielea im + Mints for 
the Members of Convention.” a oO. ae ‘in the Peder Ga- 
zette of Tuesday, Nov. 3,.1789. VE RI OE — 


[Referred to in Mzmorns. of the Life, Part. v, volsi ai 
a ee 


Hint 1. Or tHe Executive Brancu. Sips 


yeyterts 


© Your executive should consist of a single person.” iis 


On this I would ask, is he to have no council? How is 
he to’be informed of the state and circumstances of the dif- 
ferent counties, their wants, their abilities, their dispositions, 
and the characters of the principal people, respecting’ their 
integrity, capacities, and qualifications for offices? Does 
not the present construction of our executive provide well for 
these particulars? And during the number of years it has 
existed, have its errors or failures in answering the end of its 
appointment been more or greater than might have been ex- 
pected from a single person? 


a» se 


“ee But an n individual is more easily watched ae contyoned 
than any greater number.” 

On this I would ask, “who is to watch and ‘control him? 
and by what means is he to be controlled ? ‘Will not those 
means, whatever they are, and i in whatever body. vested, be 


subject to the same inconveniences of expense, delay, ob- 
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struction af good plata; &c. which are ree to the 
present executive? oN 


2, Tue DuRATION oF THE APPOINTMENT. 


« This should be governed by the following principles, the 
independence of the magistrate, and the stability of his ad- 
ministration: neither of which can be secured but by putting 
both beyond the reach of every annual gust of folly and of 
faction. 4 


On this it may be asked, ought it not also to be put er 
the reach of every triennial, quinquennial, or septennial gust 
of folly and faction, and in short beyond the reach’ of folly 
and of faction at any period whatever? Does not this rea- 

soning aim at establishing-a monarchy at least for life, like 
that of Poland? or, to prevent the inconveniences such as 
that kingdom is subject to in a new election on every decease ? 
Are the freemen of Pennsylvania convinced froma view of 
the history of such governments, that it will be for their ad} 
vantage to submit themselves toa Aa pinignedn oF sich con- 
struction ? 

| 
3. On THE LecisLtative BRANCH. ~ 


«A Seal legislature is as necessary to good government 
as a, single executive. It isnot enough that your legislature 
should be numerous, it should also be:divided. Numbers 
alone.are nota. sufficient barrier against the impulses of pas-. 
sion, the combination of interest, the intrigues of faction, the 
haste of: folly, or the spirit of encroachment. One division 
should watch over and. control the other ; supply, its wants, 
correct ats blunders, and. cross:its designs, should they be cri- 
neinal or erroneous. Wisdom is the specific quality, of the 
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legislature, grows out-of the number of the body, and ismade 
up of the portions of sense and — — rite 
ber seri to it.” ) FORE 
P “a , AS Boy PAD Gh RR RT OS 

et this it may bis antl may not the: canna brought’ to 
the legislature | ‘by each. member be as ‘effectual a’ barrier 
against the:impulses of passion, &c., when’ the members are _ 
united in‘one body'as when they are divided? If one part 
of the legislature may control the operations® of 'the® other, 
may not the impulses of passion, the combinations of imterest, 
the intrigues of faction, the haste of folly, or the spirit of'en- 
croachment in one of those bodies obstruct the good proposed 
by the other, and frustrate its advantages’ to*the public? 
Have we not experienced in this state, when a province under 
the government of the proprietors, the mischiefs of 2 second 
branch existing in the proprietary family countenanced and 
aided by an aristocratic counsel? How. many delays and 
what great expenses were occasioned in carrying on thé, pub- 
lic business ;: and what-a train of mischiefs, even to the:pre- 
venting of the defence of the province. ‘during several. years; 
when distressed by an Indian war, by the iniquitous demand 
that the proprietary property should be exempt Frise 
tion! .'The-wisdom of a few members in one’-single legisla 
tive body, may it not frequently stifle bad motions? in’ their 
infancy, and so prevent their being adopted ? whereas if those 
wise men, incase of a double legislature, should happen’ to 
be in'that branch wherein ‘the’ motion did “not'afise, may it 
not, after being adopted by the other, occasion riage egpubel 
and ‘contentions ‘between the two’ bodies, expensive to the 
public, obstructing the’ public business, “and protiioting ‘fac- 
tions “among ‘the’ people, many ‘tempers’ natu¥ally adhering” 
obstinately’ to “measures’ they have’ onde publiély adopted? 
Have we not seen°in one of ‘our neighboring states, a bad’ 
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‘ measure adopted by one branch of the legislature, for want 
of the assistance of some more intelligent members who had. 
been packed into the other, occasion many debates, con- 
ducted with much asperity, which could not be settled but 
by an expensive general appeal to the public? And have we 
not seen in another neighboring state, a similiar difference 
between the two branches, occasioning long debates and con- 
tentions, whereby the state was prevented for many months 
enjoying the advantage of having senators in the congress of 
the United States? And has our present legistative in one 
assembly committed any errors of importance, which they 
have not remedied, or may not easily remedy; more easily 
probably than if divided into branches? And if the wisdom 
brought. by the members to the assembly is divided into: two 
branches, may it not be too weak in each to support a good 
measure, or obstruct a bad one? The division of the legis- 
lature into two or three branches in England, was it the pro- 
duct, of wisdom, or the effect of necessity, arismg from «the 
pre-existing prevalence of an odious feudal system? which. 
government, notwithstanding this division, is now become, in 
fact, an absolute monarchy ; since the * * **, by bribing :the 
representatives with the people’s money, carries, by-his minis- 
ters, all the measures that please him; which is equivalent to 
goyerning without a parliament, and renders the machine°of 
government, much more complex and expensive ; and: from 
its being more’ complex, more easily put out of order; Has 

not,the famous, political fable of the snake with two heads 

and. one body, some useful instruction contained in it? She 

was going to.a brook to drink, and in-her: way was \to-pass 

through a hedge, a twig of which opposed her direct course; 

one head chose to go on the right side of the twig, the:other 

on,the left ; so that time was spent in the contest, and before. 

the decision was completed, the poor snake died with thirst. 
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—& Hence it is that the two branches should be elected by 
persons differently qualified ; and in short, that; as’ far as 
possible, they should be made to represent different: interésts. 
Under this reason FE would establish a legislature of two 
houses. The upper should represent the property ; the lower, 
the population of the state. The upper should be chosen by 
freemen possessing in land and houses one shown’) pounds ; 
the lower, by all such as had resided four years in the coun 
try, and paid tages. The first should be chosen for four, the 
last a two it ct: sigeenne be tn seme pig 8 rani 


ifoevor hii may arise upon this Seselitidaa Ist. 
What is the proportion of freemen possessing lands: and: 
houses of dné thousand pounds value; compared to that: of! 
freemen whose possessions ate inferior? Aire they’ as’ one to’ 
ten? Are they even as ore to twenty? I should doubt: 
whether they are as one to fifty. If this minority: is’ to 
choose a body expressly to control that which is'to’ be’ cho- 
seti by the great majority of the’ freemen,-what have’ this great! 
niajority done ‘to forfeit so greata portion of their right mn 
elections?’ Why is this power of control, contrary’ to’ the 
spirit of” all(democracies,. to be vested in'a minority, instead 
of a majority? Then is: it intended) or is’ it‘ not, that? the’ 
rich should’ Have a vote in! the’ choice of members’ for’ the’ 
lower house, while those of inferior property’ aré deprived of 
the right'of voting for members of the-upper house 2 And’ 
whyshould the upper house “chosen by a minority, Have’. 
equal power with the lower’ chosen! by @ majority?’ Is it’ 
supposed that wisdom is’ the necessary Concomitant of riches,’ 
and that’ one man worth 2’ thousand pounds® must chéve®as 
much wisdom’ as. twerity' who lave’ each only 999); » atid'why 
is property to’ be’ represented: at‘all?—-Suppose’ one of? our’ 
Indian’ nations should’ now! agree’ to’ form a° civil sowiety 5 
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each individual would bring into the stock of the society 
little more property, than, his gun and his blanket, for at 
present he has no other ; we know that when one. of them has 
attempted to keep a few swine, he has not been able to main- 
tain a property in them, his, neighbors. thinking they have a 
right to. kill and eat them whenever they, want provision, it 
being one of their maxims that hunting is free for all: the 
aecumulation therefore of property m, such a, society, and its, 
security to individuals in every society, must be an effect of 
the protection afforded to it by the joint strength of the sdci- 
ety, in the execution of its laws. Private property therefore 
is a creature of society, and is subject to the calls of that so- 
ciety whenever its necessities shall require it, even to its last 
farthing ; its contributions to the public exigencies are not to 
be considered as conferring a benefit on the public, entitling 
the contributors to the distinctions of honor and power, but 
as the return of an obligation previously received, or the pay- 
ment of a just debt. The combinations of civil society are 
not like those of a set of merchants who club their property 

in different proportions for building and freighting a ship, and 
_ may therefore have some right to vote in the disposition of 
the voyage in a greater or less degree according to their re- 
spective contributions: but the important ends of civil so- 
ciety, and the personal securities of life and liberty, there 
remain the same in every member of the society ; and the 
poorest continues to have an equal claim to them with the 
most opulent, whatever difference time, chance, or industry — 
may occasion in their circumstances. On these considera- 
tions I am sorry to see the signs this paper I have been consi- 
dering affords, of a disposition among some of our people te 
commence an aristocracy, by giving the rich a predominancy 
in government, a choice ‘peculiar to themselves in one half 
the legislature to be proudly called the upPER house, and 
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the other branch chosen by ‘the majority of the people de- | 


graded by the denomination of the LOWER, and giving to. 


this upper house a permanency of four years, and but two to 


the lower. T hope therefore that our representatives ‘in the’ 
convention will not hastily go into these. innovations, but take 
| the advice of the prophet,— Stand in the old ways, view 

the ancient paths, consider them cell, an be not seo those 
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TO MEMOIRS. 


A. 


Act of the British Parliament to prohibit and restrain American 
trade, vol. i. 418. 


. Alexander, William, Esq. Franklin’s letter: to, on the origin of) the, 

‘Stamp Act, vol. i,.321. 

_ America asserts her right of exclusively taxing herself, vol. i. 295. 

Anecdotes of Bradford, vol. i. 36—of. Ralph, vol. i. 54—of Gov. 
. Clinton, vol. i. 171—-of Beatty, vol. i. 230—of Gov. Denny, 
vol. i. 270—of Franklin, vol. ii.,296. 

Arguments against the Right of the British Parliament to tax 
America, vol. i. 41S. 

Arnold, General, his Teanhebaiic conduct, vol. ii. ati ae on 

_ ditto, vol. ii.. 97—-How, rewarded. by the British Government, - 
vol. ii, 100, 101. 


Articles of Belief and Acts of Religions vol. i, 12 
Ari v Virtue, vol. is 129. 


B. 


Barelay, David, Interview betwixt Franklin and, vol, i. 438—letters 
to Frankhn, vol. i, 439-459. 

Beatty, Mr. anecdote of him and Franklin, vol. i. 230. 

Bernard, Governor, Dispute with Lieutenant-Governor Hutchinson 

~ and, vol. i. 383. 


Bollan, Franklin and Lee’s Memorial to the King, vol. i, 514. 
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Bond, Mr. Thomas, proposes and. establishes an. einai in Phila- 
| delphia, vol. i. 188. oe 
Boston, Resolutions of the Town of, vol. i. 103 Suman mt the 
»people-and the soldiers, vol. i. 366—Bill considered, vol. i. 420° 
Bradford, Andrew, anecdote-of, vol. i. 36. 
Bradock, General, arrives in America, vol. i. 209—Service rendened 
to his army. His character, - vol. i. 211—His defeat, vol. i. 
» 219—9293-—Death, vol. i. 251. : . 
Brown, Dr. turns the Bible into doggrel verse, vol. i. 33. 
Burgoyne, General, surrenders with his whole army to the Ameri- 
cans, vol. ii. 57—59. 
Burnet, (son of Bishop Burnet,) notices Franklin, vol. i. 48. 
Basu Franklin writes several pieces under that Sree vol, i. 
Cc. : 7 | f.) : 
Caricature sbcadlinted by the Stamp Act, vol. i. 326. 
Charter, the first Royal, granted to scorn) in 1681, i vol. i. 
283.. 
Chatham, Lord, his Motion relative to America, vol. i 4g0Visite 
Franklin, yol. i, 496—His plan for settling the disputes with the 
Colonies, vol. i. 498 —Rejection of the same, vol. is 499. . 
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7 ; 


Clapham, Colonel, vol. i231. ya SNAG 
Clarkson’s Life of Penn, Refuration of censures on Bean in, 
- wol. i, 801. 4 Ni eerie Oras 


Clifton, J ohn, ‘dae proposes the o Ughting éf the street of Philadel 
phia, vol. i..195. 

Clinton, Governor, ahecdoté of, vel. i. 171. 

Coleman, William, Character of, vol. i. 98—Liberality to Franklin, 
vol. i, 100, ai 

Colonics, plan for their Union, vole i. 202. 

Collins, John, some account of, vol. i. 19-30-44. 

Collison, publishes Franklin’s * New Peneen in Beatricty, i 
vol. 1. 238-426. oe TB Pome 

Congress, General Assembly of, li i. 482—Their. declaration of 
Rights; their petition to the King, vol. i. 514—Send their pro- 


ceedings to Lord Chatham, vol. i. 514-—Present a second peti+ 
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tion, vol. ii. 30—Declare the independence'of the Colonies, vol. it, 
_ 30—Appoint a deputation to meet Lord Howe and hear his pro- 
positions of Peace, vol. ii. 23—Resolution respecting General 
Sullivan, vol. ii. 44—Report of the Committee appointed to con- 
fer with Lord Howe, vol. ii, 41—Assemble at. Panes 
vol. ii. 35. | 
Cook, Captain, passport ede him by Franklin, vol. ii. 88. 
Copley, Sir Godfrey, his gold mec poe ted to Franklin, vol. i. 
me rai 
Creed, Franklin’s early religious, vol. i. 125. 
| 2 Ste | 
Dartmouth, Lord, made Secretary of State for America, vol. is 349: 
_ —His good wishes towards the Colonies, vol. i. 416. 
- Daschkaw’s, the Princess, letter to Franklin, vol. ii. 228. 
Delor introduces Franklin’s Electrical eae eee into ai We 
vol. 1. 241. | , 
Denham, Mr. an early friend of Franklin, vol. i. 60—His death : 
‘trait in his character, vol. i. 78. 
Denny, Governor, anecdote of, vol. i, 207. 
De Romas, invention of the Electrical Kite, falsely attributed io, 
“vol. i. $40." 
D' Estaing arrives in America with six sail of frigates, vol. ii. 83. 
‘Causes of his want of success, vol. ii. $4. 
Dibourg, Mons. translates Frankia $ Reere nice papers into 
French, vol. i. 329. ee ee a 
Dunkers of America, some account of the, vol. i. 178. 


Ecton, in Northamptonshire, birth-place of the Franklins, vol. i. 5. 

— Electrical discoveries, general account of Franklin’s, vol. i, 240. 

a meciricits applied to various purposes by Franklin, vol. i. 241, 
242. | 

Emblematical design used by Franklin, vol. i, Ag a. 

PRES a curious, vol, ii, 81. 
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Fires, ‘Indian’ method - of concealing, vol. i “930. 
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Poteet Doctor, Character of, ‘vol, 7 105—Letters to Dr. 
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Wert dtie vol. i. “440, vol, ii. 58. we 


Franklin, early. history of the family of, vol. i. ae homas born, | 
‘voli. 5—The name formerly a an order of rank, Note, vol. i. 4— 
> Behijaitiin’ Franklin born, v Vol. i. 9—Placed at the Grammar 
‘School, vol. i. 10—In the employ of a ‘tallow- -chandler, ‘vol. i. 
{3—Yduthifal anecdote of, vol. i. '12—General ‘character. uF his 
ther, Voli. 13—Erects. a monument to his father and ‘mother, 
~ volt. 15—Dislikes the business of a tallow. chandler, ‘ which he 
“quits, Yor i! 16—Passion’ for letters, the cause of his becoming a 
printer,” vol. 1. 17—Ts apprenticed to Ais brother, vole i 4. 17— 
peep iys 3 a turn for Writing g poetry, vol. i i. ‘19—Method of teach- 

“482 himself English composition, vol. i. 21—Effect produced by 
his reading Tyron on vegetable diet, vol, a 22—Course of read- 

“ing pursued by him, vol. i, 25—Writes for the New Eng land 
“Coxrant, vol. i..26—Differs with’ his brother, the printer, to 


hy be is apprenticed, vol. i. - 27—Leaves his brother and 


~ phia, vol. 1. 3 HU hii sscaiped with Dr. Brown, ak. ly 33 } 
“Account of his landing at Philadelphia, vyol. i. 35—Is. em- 


‘ployed by Keimer the printer, vol. i 38—Resides at ‘Mr. ete 


Ory 


bw 


“his future’ wife’s father, vol, i. “40—Returns to Boston, vol. 1, 42: 4 
—Second visit to Philadelphia, vol. i. 45—Is ‘introduced to 
Burnet the Governor of New ‘York, Vol. 1. 4818 deceived by 
Sir William Keith, vol. i. 51—Relinquishes vegetable diet, ‘vol. i. 


¥ aroma thy 


51—Proposal made for’ establishing a new. religious sect, vol. i. 
“52—Resumes his’ vegetable diet, vol. 5 53—Pays | his : addresses 


CLUBS 


“to Miss Read,’ Vol. i. 54—Forms new acquaintance, vol, A “55— 


che 


* Embarks for London, vol. i. '58—Contracts an 1 intimacy | with Mr. 


Ti dere Z 
‘Denham during’ the voyage, vol. i. 59—Arrives i in London, yol.i. 
Sint eh GUIEL co 
60-—Becomes acquainted with Mr. Hamilton, vol. 4. 61—Ob- 
bey ae, 


fains em loy ment asa rinter,. vol. i. 63—Writes a. dissertation 
pl <4 Pp 


m eg 


‘on Libort, y and Neecssily, with remarks on ‘Wollaston’s Reli- 
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gion of Nature, vol.i. 63—-Becomes acquainted with Mr; Lyons, 
Dr. Mandeville, Dr. Pemberton, and Sir Hans Sloane, vol. i. 64 
——Is employed by. Watts, vol. i. 68—-Prowess as a swimmer, vel. 
i, 73—Engages as clerk with Mr. Denham, vol. 1, 75—Is intro- 
duced to Sir William Wyndham, vol. i. 76--Quits England,;vol. 


a 77-—Lands at Philadelphia, vol. i.77—-Mode of Life,, vol..i. 


73-—Employs himself again as a printer, vol. i,.79—Quarrels 
with Keimer, and quits’ his employ, vol. i. 83--Makes paper 
money for New Jersey, vol. i. 84—-Enters into partnership with 
Meredith, vol. i. 85—His moral and religious principles, vol. i. 

86—Commences business with his partner, - vol. i. 8 89-—Founds a 
literary Junto, vol: i. 91—Industry i in his profession,. vol. i, Q4 
—Projects a newspaper; is forestalled in his.intentigns, vol. i. 
95—Writes under the signature of the Busy Body, vol. i. 95— 
Purchases the paper started in opposition to, his proposed plan, 
vol. i. 95——Separates from Meredith and commences on his own 


_account, vol, i. 100——Writes on the necessity of Paper Money, 
~ vol. i. 102—Opens shop as.a stationer, vol. i. 103-—Declines an 
offer of marriage proposed by Mrs. Godfrey, vol. i. 105—~Re- 
_ news his intimacy with Miss Read, vol. i. 107—-His marriage to 


Miss Read, vol. i. 108“4Projects the first Subscription Library 


~ in Philadelphia, vol, i. 109—Luxury first introduced into Frank- 
lin’s family, vol. i. 124—His Religious Opinions, vol. i. 125— 
_ Composes Articles of Belief and Acts of Religion for his own use, 
vol. 1, 127—Projects for attaining moral perfection, vol. i. 128— 
‘Extensive project, vol. i. 143—QObservations on nreading History, 


Peers 


_ vol. 1. 145—United party for virtue, vol. i. 145——Religious 
~ Creed, vol, i. 146—Publishes Poor Richard’s Almanack, vol. i. 

'146—Mode of conducting his newspaper, vol. i. 148—Sends a 
“Printer to South Carolina, vol. i. 149—Recommends.a know- 
_ ledge of accounts as a part of female Education, yol..i, 150— 
_ Begins the study of languages, vol. i, 152—Inconsistency of the 


P¥) 
common mode of teaching languages, vol. i. 153—Pays a visit to 


_ Boston, vol. i. 154-—Loses one of his sons, vol.i. 154—Appointed 
“Clerk of the General Assembly of Pennsylvania, vol, i. 156—First 
‘turns his thoughts to public affairs, vol. i, 158-—Made post-master 
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at Philadelphia, “yol.-158—Founds the Union Fire Company, 
vol?i. 160—Proposes establishing’an Academy and Philosophical 
Society at Philadelphia, ‘vol. .i..169—Publishes PLarn TrurH, 
vol. i. 170—Its effect, ‘vol. i. 171—Proposes a lottery for build- 
ing a battery, vol. i. 171~-Invents ‘an open stove, vol. i. .180— 
‘Renews his attempts ‘to establish an Academy at Philadelphia, 
‘voli. 181—Writes a pamphlet to forward the intention, vol. i. _ 
‘182—Enters into partnership with Mr. David Hall, vol. i. 184 
—Devotes his time to philosophical experiments, vol. 1. 185— 
As elected a member of the Assembly, and a justice of the Peace, 
vol. i, 185—-His son appointed Clerk of Assembly, vol. i. 186—- 
Is appointed a commissioner to treat with the Indians; the sin- 
gular behavior of the Indians, vol. i. 187—Plan for cleansing 
the streets of Philadelphia, and paving the same, vol. i. 193—His 
improvement in street lamps, vol. i, 194—Appointed joint post- 
master-general, vol. i. 200-—-Made Master of Arts of Cambridge 
and Yale Colleges, vol. 1. 200—Plan for the Union of the Colo- 
nies, vcl. i. 201—His address to the Counties of Lancaster, &c. 
vol. i. 210—Renders great service to General: Bradock’s army, 
‘vol. i, 215-—Defends the north-west frontier, vol. i, 224— 
' Chosen Colonel of ‘a Volunteer Regiment, vol. i. 233 Honors 
paid him by his Regiment, vol. i. 234>—Philosophical reputation, 
vol. i. 235——Chosen a member of the Royal ‘Society of London, 
vol. i: 242—Is presented with the gold medal of Sir Godfrey 
‘Copley, vol. i. 243 » Embarks for England, vol. i. 248—Narrow 
escape from the Seilly Rocks, vol. i. 250 Arrives at Falmouth, 
vol: i. 258—In London, vol. i. 258—State of politics on his ar- 
rival, vol. i. 261—His connexion with the London newspapers, | 
vol. ¥. 269—Reply to the insinuations of the “ Citizen, or Ge- 
‘neral Advertiser,” vol. i. 269—Defends the American. question — 
in various publications, vol. i. 27 2—Dedication of his Historical 
- Review, &c. to Arthur Onslow, Esq. vol. i276 . His. conduct 
during the differerices of, the Pennsylvanians, vol. i. -300—Is no-_ 
ticed by persons of rank in England, vol. i, 306. Consulted by 
Mi. Pitt; wol..i. 307—Writes \“* England’s ‘interest with respect 
tothe Colonies ;” its-effect, vol. i 308—Visits Scotland, ‘is made 
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LL.D.‘ at St. ‘Andrew's, vols‘i. 308—Receives ‘the: sainé” Honor 
from Oxford, ‘vol. i. 309-His son appointed’ Governor of ‘New 
“Jersey, vol. i, 309—-Error corrected respecting his attempting to 
seduce his ‘son (Governor Franklin), frdm‘his allegiance to ‘the 
King, vol.i.'310—Returns to Philadelphia, vol. “i. 312—Writes 
a pamphlet intitled “Cool Thoughts,” vol. i. 319—Loses’ his 
seat in the Pennsylvania Assembly, vol, i, 319—Reinstated iw his 
agency, and again visits Great Britain, vol. i, 319=-Examined 
before the House of Commons respecting the Stamp’ Act, ‘vol. i. 
326—Visits Holland, Germany, and Paris, vol. i. 329—Intro- 
duced to Louis XV.; his Electrical Experiments are repeated. 
in his presence, and by Count de Buffon, &c, ‘vol: i. 337 
— Opposition to the Act making paper money legal tenders, 
" vol. i. 343—Publishes a work, ‘‘ The Cause of the American 
Discontent,” vol. i. 343—His account of the affair‘of Htitchin- 
son’s Letters, vol. i. 360-—-The dispute betwixt Whately and 
Temple stated, vol. i. 361—Is involved in a Chancery suit; ‘vol. 
i. 396—Reflections on Hutchinson’s affair, and vindication of 
himself, vol. i. 398—Is dismissed from the ‘office ‘of deputy 
post-master, vol. i, 406——Controversy with Dean ‘Tucker, vol. i. 
408—Reflections on that Controversy, vol. i.412--Tnvents and 
uses an emblematical design, vol. i. 423—Receives private 
information of the intention of the British Government to atrest 
him, vol. i. 429-——Determines on, and quits England, vol. i,'429 
On his passage home writes an ‘account of his efforts to nego- 
ciate betwixt Great Britain and America, vol: i.'430—Hints for 
terms of Union with Great Britain, vol. i. 443—Letter to‘Lord 
Dartmouth, vol. i. 515—-Answer to Lord Howe's Letter, ‘vol. i. 
524—Interview with Lord Howe,vol. i. 527, 529; 533—Memorial 
addressed to Lord Dartmouth, vol. i. 536—Experiments on the 
“Waters of the Ocean. ‘Reflections on Navigation; vol. ‘i. 540— 
Arrival in America, vol. ii. 1—The state thereof, vol. it. 3— 
Proposes the adoption of paper money in’ America, vol. ii 10— 
Visits the American Camp, vol. ii. 10-—Sent ‘on a:Mission te’ Ca- 
»nada, vol. ii. 11—Writes to Holland for assistance, vol. ii. 12 
-—Correspondence with Lord Howe, vol. ii. 23—Protest 
against equal voting in Congress, vol. ii. 35—Is appointed 
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Minister Plenipotentiary to. the Court of France, vols ii: 
46—Sets off for France... Experiments during the voyage, 
_» om) ,$ea,,.water,, -Voh, ii, 471s, chased, by Cruisers. Takes 
two prizes, vol, ii, 47--Journey to, Nantes, thence, to Paris, 
. Nob, ii, 48-—State of American, Politics... Account of his Mission 
r ttt France; in a letter to, Dr. Ingenhausz,, vol, ii, 55—-Grants Let- 
ters of Marque to. American Privateers, vol ii, 56-—-Is presented 
»edto-the King,,vol-di, 62--Letter to the. Count D’Aranda, vol. ii. 
1 Oe hae on. Wilson’ s claiming the discovery of . Lightning con- 
, ductors,. vol. ii, 74--Epigram on Lightning .Conductors,. Note, | 
syol,ii.. 81—Letter to Mr. Hutton the Moravian, vol..ii.. 86—Re- 
_@eives a present of, Cook’ s Voyages from,the British Government, y 
. a Xol.iig - $8---Priyate. Journal, vol, ii. $9-—-Requests leave. to. retire 
atfeore the,Court.of France, on account of his age, vol. ii. 91-——-The 
porter refuse, his. resignation, -vol. ii. 92--Curious, Letter toa 

» Friend ow that Account, ol. ii. 93-—Account of General Arnold’s 

| treachery; 1, a-letter. to General La, Fayette, vol. ii,.95--Amuses 
himself in. printing at a private press. in his own house, yol, ii. 
L05--Singular deceptions practised by, him, yol. ii. 106-—Politicat 
Communications, with Sir William Jones,:vol. ii. 117-——Negociates 
for a, Peace at) Paris, ..vol. ii, _130---135—Opens neggeiation with 
«the, Swedish Court, vol. 4i..125——The,'Treaty. of. Peace with. Swe- 
,iden.signed,. vol, il. 435~-Communieates. to Congress, the request 
oof ithe Baron de Staél, for Mr. ‘Temple. Treskies to be sent as 
»oEavey to the Swedish Court, vol. ii. 187—-Again, renews, his, re- 

quest to Congress to be reralled and his grandson. employed, 
-sVOli dip139-7Extracts from his, private Journal, vol. i li, 145-—Is 
nominated by the King of France to examine the properties of 
Animal Magnetism, vol.ii, 159—Seyeral letters on the same, sub- 
jeet,woldi,.160---Signs the Treaty of, Peace with Great Britain, 
vol. ii. 162——Preposed, improvement in, the law, of nations, vol, ii. 
168—Leaves Passy on his retura homes, arrives atHavre, vol. ii.165_ 
—Crosses the British Channeland arriyes at Southampton, vol. il. 
166—Is visited by persons of distinction, vol. ii. 166—Private 
Journal of his tour from Passy to Havre and Southampton, vol. ii. 
167—Passage to America, vol. ji,.170-—Artives at Philadelphia, 
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yol, ii. 174—Congratulatory Addressés' on his attival, vol! 1.177 
“Chosen a member of thé Council, vol! ii. 182—Notes; remarks 
and speeches -in. that assembly, vol. ii. 183“Speechi‘on Salaties, 
vol. i1. 185—Speech on Representation and Votes, vol. ii. 191— 
Motion for prayers’ in the Convention; vol. ii. 194——Sentiments 
on the New Constitution of Ameri¢a, vol. ii, 195——Jews and Ans 
~ tifederalists compared, vol. ii. 202—Retires from public affairs. 
vol. ii. 203—TIs dissatisfied with the treatment of the American 
Government, vol. ii. 209—Sketch of his services, vol: 4-213-— 
His plan for i improving the condition of free Blacks, vol. ii, 213 
- Writes against the Slave Trade, vol. ii. $2a-Blected a meniber 
of the Imperial Academy of ‘St. Petersburg, vol. ii, 22724Last 
> Filness and Death,’ vol. ii. 230—His Funeral, laa Hy 235-—Con- 
- gress of America, and the National Assembly of. France: order. 
mourning, ‘vol. ii: -234—Orations occasioned: by “hisy Death, 
vol. ii.°236—His Statue in-the library,. sha apt : inscrip- 
‘tion thereon, vol. -ii:) 236—His Character, ’ vol. ii 1, *237-—His 
sentiments on Death, vol. ii. 242——Religious Sentiments and Opi- 
nions, ‘vol. ii. 243-—Epitaph’ written by himself, vol. i. 245—His 
Adieu, vol. ii. 245~Extracts from his. Will’ and: Codicil; vol ii. 
946—Chatacters and Eulogiums, Supplement: . By°Dr. Price, | 
vol. ii. 255—Fromi’ the: Patriote Francois; vol. ii. 263—-By Con- 
dorcet, vol. ii. 265-273—By Dr. Smith, vol. ii. 277—Lines to’his 
memory, by Mr. Lamont, vol. ii. 280-—Latin Verses by Professor 
* Antonio, vol. il. meee Dr. hilly in Latin, vol, ii. opeyninnatinad 
~ dates, vol it. 296." Be 
Franklin, William * (Br.: ‘Ps es appointed Govemsr of f New 
Jersey, vol. i. 309. ~ : 
he etfs Temple, Baron de -Staél’s Letter relative to Vaden sah ii. 
“435-—Recomniended by Dr. Franklin to-Congress, vol: ii, se 
French's, Colonelf’attention to Franklin, volwi..42) 60) «. 
French Government first take interest in the dispitte: ahiatai Great 
Britain and Pictiet vel i, o48 4? 
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Gates, General; defeats the British ekophih vol. i. 223. 
Gerard, Monsieur, goesas Envoy to America, vol. i. 293. 
Gnadenhut, burned by the Indians, vol. i. 227. . 
Godfrey, Thomas, inventor of Hadley’s quadrant, vol. i. 92. 
, Mrs., projects a marriage for Franklin, vol. i. 105. 
Gemetilhshe Franklin’s system of, dnligicnd by the Duke de la 

Rochefoucault, vol. i, 233. cee 
Grace's, Robert, liberality to Franklin, vais i. 100. 
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Hadley’s bsisdtiot, invented by Thomas Godfrey, 4h i. 92. 
‘Hall, Mr. David, a partner in business with Franklin, vol. i. 184. 
Hamilton, Mr. Andrew, account of, vol. i. 59. 1 appa 
Harry, history of David, vol. i. 104. : 
Hartley, David, Esq. employed to eat with Franklia, vol li. 
187." eee 
Hemphill,. first settles at Philadelphia, vol. i. 150. ae 
Hillsborough, Lord, made secretary of state for. Ameria, vol i. 
34.5—His resignation, vol. 1. 348. a, Se 
Historical Review, opinion of various writers on the, Oh. i, 973. 
History, Observations on reading, vol. i145. © 
Holmes, Mr., brother-in-law to Franklin, vol. i. 40. 
Hostilities commence betwixt Great Britain and France, vol, i. 233. 
House of Commons, Franklin’s Examination before the, vol. i. 325. 
Howe, Mys., conference with Franklin, vol. i a to 
Franklin, vol. i. 486—518—533. | ( ia 
——, Lord, courts’ an acquaintance with Franklin, vol. 4973". 
Mects him by appointment, vol.i. 481—Letters to Franklin, vol.i. 
487—Appointed to command the British fleet in North America, 
vol. ii. 19.—Negociations with Franklin, vol. ii. 23. 
Hutchinson, Lieutenant-Governor, disputes with, vol. 1354—His 
Letters, Franklin’s account of, vol. i. 362. ween 
Hutton, Mr., the Moravian, account of, vol. i. 84. | 
Hyde, Lord, his interview with Franklin, vol. i, 489. °° °°" 
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Ingenhausz's Dr., Remarks on Wilson’s Experiments relative. to 
Franklin’s lightning conductors, ant his pretended improvements 
vol. il. 79. 

Indian method of concealing fires, vol, i, 230. 

Innis, the Messenger, some account of him, vol. i. 249. 


A 
James, Abel, letter to Franklin, requesting him to continue his me- 
moirs, vol. i. 110. 
Jay, John, Esq., sent minister to the court of Spain, vol. ii. 69-—~ 
Arrives at Paris to negociate for peace, vol. ii. 129. 
Jones, John Paul, pretended letter from him, vol. ii. 113." 
Jones, Paul, Anecdote of, vol. ii. 115. (Note) | | 
-, Sir William, account of an attempt to negociate for a peace 
with Franklin, vol. 11. 117—Error in Lord Teignmouth’s Life of, 
* corrected, vol. ii. 119—His supposed translation of “A Frag- 
. ment of Polybius,” vol. ii. 120—his sentiments respecting ioe 
rica, vol. ii. 127. ° 
Judges made independent in Massachusetts, vol. i. 353. 
Junto, Account of a literary one formed by Franklin, vol. i. 91. 
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Keimer first employs F ranklin as a printer, vol. it 39—proposes to 
Franklin to establish a new religious sect, vol. 1. 52—quarrels 
with him and parts, vol. i. 82—goes to Barbadoes, vol. i, 105... 

Keith, Six William, proposes to establish Franklin asa printer, vol, 1. 
41—Practises the grossest fraud on Franklin, vol, i. 44—60. 

Kippis, Dr., an error of his respecting Franklin corrected, yol. ii. 87. 
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Lamps, improvement thereof, vol. i. 194, ae 

Lew of Nations, proposed improvement thereof, vol. ii. 163. 

Library, the first established in Philadelphia, vol. i. 181... 

Lightning drawn from the. clouds, vol, i, 241—theary. of, pre i. 
334eeconductors, vol. i. 335. 
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Logan, Mr., account of, vol. i175 

Loudon, Lord, arrives in Philadelphia, vol. i. 246—cause' of his: Tes 
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Louie Xv. Franklin’ 8 sarap test with, vol. i 337, | 
Lutwich, Captains account of his fast-sailing. packet, ¥ vol, 4. 2855. 


Magnetism, animal, vol. ii. 159, 160. 

Mahon, Lord, refutes Mr. Wilson's attack of Franklin's ws stem of 
lightning conductors, vol.il. 77: yest 
Mandcville’s, Dr., friendship for Franklin, vol. i. 6a. esgic 8 ett 
Massachusetts, the colony of, a sketch of the ipnataege of, vol. ie 
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North’s,. Lord, “motion. in the House of Commons respecting Ame: 
rica, vol. i. 525. 


¥ 
\ 


O. Aree ry s ar sah 

Onslow, Arthur, Esq., Franklin’s Historical Review dédicated to 
him, vol. i. 126, _ - 

Orme, Captain, anecdote of, vol. i. 291. 

Oswald, Mr,, is succeeded by David Hartley, Esq: as minister from 
Great Britain, vol. ii. 137. 

Oxford University confers the degree of LL.D. on Franklin, vol, i. 
309. | | | 

Paine's pamphlet, ** Common Sense,” effects of, in America,vol. if. 
we es alas frei 

Paper Money, vol. ii. 10, 

Parliament, British, arguments against its right to tax the: Ameri. _ 
can Colonies, vol. i. 4.17. | 

Partnerships, advice in, vol. i. 168. Wises eaNridVOR 

Paxton murders, account of the, at 1, 3 boy scaod. siads tors ‘ 

Pemberton, Dr., re early friend of Franklin, vol.i. 64. ic 

Penn, William, anecdote of, vol. i. 176-—exacts' quit-rents—cha+ 
racter of, vol. i. 386—attaches himself to James the Second, vol, i 
287—deprived of his authority in ESRRIADEMES) yol. i. 289. ais 
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Pennsylvania, Library, an account of the, a i. dbinatate cof the 
province, of, in 17 57. yol. i, 295-—first royal, charter granted to 
the colony, vol. i. 283.—first cause of dispute. with the. iss of, 
vol, i. 312.—petition from, to the King, vol.i., 315. song AF 

Philadelphia Library first established by. Franklin, sae m 10D 
plan for cleansing and paving the streets, vol. i, 193.. oy 

Philosophical Society of Philadelenin proposed ey Franklin, val, i, 
169. 
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“sels, vol. ii. “10257 

Pitt, Wm., consults Franklin tiie rane vol. i. 306. | 

Plain Truth published, vol. i.°170:"" BAe MARINES TOSS 

Polybius, Supposed translation of a Fragment off’ ‘by Sir ‘Williaa 
Jones, vo}; , 120° 
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Quakers’ Meeting, the first house Franklin entered at_ Philadelphia 
after his arrival, vol. i. 37—anecdote of the, vol. i. 164.—they 
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Ralph, the historian, curious anecdote of, vol. i. 54:—becomes 
schoolmaster, vol. 1. 65—obtains a Gh pa pi political Writing, 
vol. i. 245. - —" 


Read, Mr., father of Franklin’s wife, vol. i. 36.0 HAE pepe | 
Religion, a new one proposed to be established, vol. i. 2." y 
Religious ‘Creed‘of Fratiklin, vol.i. 127, 0 


Richman, Professor, introduces oe Ss ‘Electrical’ discoveries 
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it, vol. 1. 295. 
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Shelburne, (Lord) American business taken from him, vol. i: 345. 
Shirley, General, anecdote of, vol... 205.. 0" 9%" nS 
Slave Trade, opposed by Franklin, vol. ii. 222: ses 
Sloane’s, Sir Hans, visit to Franklin, vol. i: 65. 
Smith, Dr., pronounces a funeral oration for Franklin, vol. i 277." 
Spangenberg, Bishop, some account of, vol. i. 226. 
Spotswood, Colonel, governor of Virginia, vol. i. 157. i 
Staél, the Baron de, letter on the peace with Sweden, and request- 
_ ing Mr. Temple Franklin to be employed at the Swedish court, 
vol. ii. 135. 
Stamp Act, origin of, vol. 1. 320-caricature occasioned thereby, 
vol..i, 326—disturbance in America, occasioned by passing the, 
. vol. i, 316—its repeal, vol. 1.327. VFA IPLTO «, Ld 
Stuber, Dr., observations :on the right of the British stride to 
tax America, vol. i. 420. ‘eh ray 
Swimming:, great feat in the art of, vol. i, 73. | 
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Teignmouth, Refutation of certain points-in his Life of Sir Wil- 
liam Jones, by Lord, vol. ii. 119. 
Temple, Mr. John, his duel with Mr. Whately, vol. i: 393. 
Tennent, Rev. Gilbert, account of, vol. i. 191. 
Treaty of Peace between France and America, vol. ii. 61. 
Tryon on vegetable diet. Influence of, vol. i, 22. 
Tucker, Dean, controversy with Franklin, vol. i. 407—reflections 
- thereon, vol. i. 412. 
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Vaughan’ s, Benjamin, letter to eke requesting him to continue 
his memoirs, vol. i. 111. LO SUES 


Vergennes, the Count de, receives the_ American, commissioners; 
vol. ii. 57. 


Vernon’s confidence in Franklin, vol. i. Age * 
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Washington, General, letter of congratulation to adh Lier on his 


return to America, vol. ji. 182.» ioc) ols 
Watson, Dr., draws up an account of Franklin’s discoveties) whieh 

is read before the Royal Society of London, vol.4. 2a. nahite 
Webb, George, anecdote of, vol. i. 80. 9 | i sat? 


_ Wedderburn, (afterwards Lord: Loughborough) his se of Franklin 
before the privy council,» voli. 355. and pein No. 7. vol. 
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Whately’s duel with Mr. Metejile of Boston; vol. i. sasha wal 
pute stated, vol. i. 396. . 

Whitfield, Rev. George, arrives at Philadelphia, vol. i. 1615 —, 

_ parts for Georgia; builds an orphan-house there, vol. i. 162.) : 

Wilson’s, Mr., objections to Franklin’s lightning conductors, vol. ii. 
77—his system: overthrown by Messrs. vigfisies and ene 
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No. 1. Journal of Franklin’ Voyage to Philadelphia, in 1726, 
vol. 1. 303. 
. Rules for a Club i in Philadelphia, ee il. . 336. sl | 
5. Remarks ona protest against Franklin’s being appointed 
agent in England for Philadelphia, vol. ii. 340. 
6. Franklin’s Examination before the spear Hone of. Se: 
mons, vol, ii, 352. : —— 
7. Account of Governor Hutchinson’s letters, and the Bali. 
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